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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND 
This weekend after sharing the two 

major feasts the Nativity of Mary and 

the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, we 

return to the ORDINARY TIME of the 

Church year. This is the 15th weekend 

after Pentecost.   

 Our readings are taken from St. 

Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians 

and from the Gospel of Luke. We begin 

with Paul’s letter to the Corinthians.  

 The section we read from Paul’s  

letter deals with what has been         

characterized as the “Treasure in 

Earthen Vessels”. In this section we 

hear Paul’s rebuttal about the nature 

of his preaching. He clearly asserts 

that his teaching is not concealed or 

filled with trickery but, rather, is based 

on the Gospel of Jesus Christ (i.e., the 

oral tradition about the teachings and 

life of Jesus. Remember he wrote     

before the Gospels were written). He 

asserts that he does not preach       

himself but, rather, Jesus Christ, Who 

is he image of he Father. He stresses 

this over and over. He stresses that    

although the Good News is not              

necessarily easy to believe, it is the 

truth.  

 This passage is paired with Luke’ 

account of the calling of the first       

disciples. This version of the calling is 

different than the one we find in 

Mark’s and Matthew’s Gospels. It is all 

about the catch of a multitude  of fish.  

 The “calling of the disciples” that is 

found in Matthew’s and Mark’s        

Gospels is set in the context of Jesus 

calling His disciples to be “fishers of 

men.” That has been the focus of the 

Church ever since. It’s ministers         

(i.e. priests and deacons), are called to 

be fishers of other human beings -  to 

be persons who are willing to do       

everything in their power to bring      

other people to faith in Jesus Christ.  

 This Gospel passage affirms this 

mission and purpose. It clearly          

presents the idea that God is             

constantly and continuously trying to 

do everything in His power to give us 

human beings the power to come to a 

true and deep relationship with Him, 

the Creator-Father. This is what we say  

in our weekly worship - our Eucharistic 

or Thanksgiving prayer to God the     

Father, with the Son in the power of 

the Holy Spirit. We are called to be    

disciples of Jesus using the power of 

the Holy Spirit within us. As disciples 

we give ourselves to imitating Jesus so 

that others might come to know the 

Good News God revealed to humanity. 

How do you understand these passages  

from the New Testaments?        
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This is a rather interesting article. I 

originally got the idea for it by a       

Christian author who tries to define 

“dynamic” Roman Catholics. I’ve       

expanded it with my own thoughts.      

In the last issue I shared that the          

Dynamic  Eastern Christian is a person 

who thinks that there 

is really something  

about their faith that 

is so important to 

them that they 

STUDY their faith. 

They want to know as 

much as possible 

about it.   

 While this is not 

meant to sound like 

a judgment, I believe 

that most people are 

so consumed about 

living this present life 

that they just don’t 

feel they have time 

to STUDY their faith. 

It is not first and   

foremost in their life.  

 Of course my whole life is about 

being a priest and helping others come 

to a deeper understanding of their 

faith. I really believe that FAITH or     

BELIEF in something really can make a             

difference in a person’s life. SO, if we     

embrace some-kind-of-faith, we should 

know as much about it that we          

possibly can. To subscribe to a certain 

faith and know nothing about it is not 

going to help. That is why I have been 

trying to address various faith topics in 

this Bulletin. I want those who read 

this Bulletin to truly come to a deeper 

understanding of the meaning and   

purpose of their life and their faith. 

 To study your faith means that you 

come to some kind of understanding 

of what your faith      

truly embraces. You 

don’t buy into just 

some “ideas” about 

your faith. You make       

decisions about your 

faith and can truly 

say to others: THIS    

IS WHAT I BELIEVE. 

This, to me, is very, 

very important! To 

know what it is that I 

believe is important 

and, if it ever came 

to it, I would be      

willing to die for my 

beliefs, refusing to 

dis regard my beliefs.   

The early Christians 

did that and we,       

although we will probably never be   

persecuted to that extent, should have 

the same attitude. What would you be 

willing to DIE FOR? Would you reject 

the idea that God is THREE-IN-ONE? 

Would you be willing to die for your       

belief that Jesus is GOD AND MAN? 

Would you be willing to stand up for 

the idea that God is calling humans to 

a deeper relationship and union with 

Him?          THINK ABOUT THIS! 

SIGNS OF A DYNAMIC EASTERN CHRISTIAN 

ST. MARY OF EGYPT 
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ST BASIL’S THOUGHTS ON GENESIS 

We need not fear the theories 

of those suggesting some kind 

of evolutionary process was    

involved in our past, nor         

draw up to the battle lines              

when greeted by their                       

p ron ounc em e nt s .  Th e se         

theories and pronouncements 

may or may not be true, but 

even if they are true they have 

nothing to do with our             

interpretation of the sacred 

texts. Scientists validly concern 

themselves with scientific facts 

(and should resist drawing       

religious conclusions from 

them). Such scientific concerns 

are not those of the Scriptures.  

 Further, when we insist on 

interpreting the creation stories  

ST BASIL THE GREAT 

as if they were modern descriptions of the 

making of the cosmos and not as ancient      

poetry, we are in danger of missing their true 

and abiding lessons. These Scriptures do        

not teach science but something more               

fundamental. What things are those? I would 

briefly touch on eight of them.  

 I share this because it seems that in our 

Western Reformed Christian world people are 

led to believe that Genesis is an accurate     

description of how God created the world. The 

whole world of “opposition” to evolution is 

based on the fact that Genesis was “inspired” 

by God and therefore is an accurate and true 

revelation of how all creation came into        

existence. THIS IS NOT TRUE! Genesis is a 

“RELIGIOUS DESCRIPTION” that places God at 

the center of creation.  

1. CREATION IS BY DIVINE PLAN 

 First, these early creation stories teach 

that the world exists and functions only        

because God first created it. That is, the world 

came into being not by random chance, but 

by the deliberate and loving decision of a     

Person. Often secular people assume there 

must be life somewhere else in the universe, 

because it seems to them too unlikely that 

the random chance which produced life on 

earth would not have produced it somewhere 

else as well. This assumes that life occurred 

on earth as a result of chance and not by      

decision or divine plan. The creation story 

here declares that random chance had      

nothing to do with it. If there is life elsewhere 

in the universe, it only exists there for the 

same reason it exists here - because our God 

decided to create it there. 
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan 

     A CALL TO HOLINESS 
 

As my readers have already 

probably surmised, I see 

the call to holiness as a call 

to come to a deeper and 

clearer understanding of 

the meaning and purpose 

of life. As we grow in our 

understanding of life, we 

become very much aware 

that how we live this life is 

critical. We also become aware that how we 

think - our ideas, attitudes, fantasies, fears 

dreams and beliefs - dictate how we live this 

life. This is why it is critical that we examine 

and understand our thinking and then make 

sure that it is in harmony with the thinking of 

Jesus Christ. His way of looking at life is 

God’s way of looking at life. God came into 

the world in the Person of Jesus in order to 

share with us how we should live this life in 

order to gain the greatest benefit out of this 

experience.  

 Perhaps the two things that God revealed 

through Jesus that I find most important are 

(1) HOW WE TREAT OTHERS IS IMPORTANT; 

and (2) THE WAY WE LIVE IS DICTATED BY 

WHAT WE BELIEVE. So, if I say that I believe 

in Jesus Christ, then I have to live in accord 

with the beliefs He expressed through His 

very life.  

 For example, He did not allow how people 

treated Him                   (Continued on page 8) 

PANCAKE 

BREAKFAST 
Today September 22nd 

Please join us for our  

PANCAKE BREAKFAST. I would 

on behalf of the Parish Family 

thank our Council for arranging 

this event.  
   *************** 

SAVE THIS DATE 
Sunday November 3rd 

Bishop Benedict will be here to 

ordain Len Mier a deacon. Come 

and welcome Bishop Benedict 

and also support Len as he 

takes on this new role. 

Two things define you. Your         

patience when you have nothing, 

your attitude when you               

have everything  
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BUILDING BLOCKS OF EASTERN CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY 

Living our daily lives can too often become merely 

completing a succession of tasks: we do what is 

necessary according to our various responsibilities. 

Living the mystery of our union withy God, however, 

should be more than mere busy work: following 

certain laws, saying certain prayers, doing certain 

tasks. If we wish to avoid a mechanical approach 

to living as a Christian, we must clearly see and 

keep before our minds several principles upon 

which traditional practices are based and from 

which they receive their meaning. It is only by   

making these fundamentals our own that we can 

become people for whom Christian living has 

meaning.  

 In modern attempt at understanding the       

identity, meaning and place of the human being in 

the cosmos, there has been a flurry of activity in 

the fields of anthropology, sociology, psychology 

and paleontology. When people today want to 

know “what’s it all about,” “who am I supposed to 

be,” they have recourse to these studies or - more 

commonly - to the images that current society    

presents to us via television, fashion magazines 

social media and other such sources. The problem 

with all these sources is that they tend to make the 

human being an individual, self-contained entity, 

explainable in itself.  

 The Eastern Christian Tradition maintains that 

there is another place to which we must look. “Man 

is not, as the croaking philosophers say, mere a 

rational animal, capable of understanding and 

knowing. Rather, man alone is the “image and   

unto the likeness of God”. According to the       

Scriptures, our basic mystery and identity lies in 

being the image and unto the likeness of God:  
 

Then God said: ‘Let us make man in Our image,   

after Our likeness. Let them have dominion over the 

fish  of the  sea, the birds of the  air, and  the  cattle,  

 

and over all the wild animals 

and all the creatures that 

crawl on the ground.’ God cre-

ated man in His image; in the 

divine image.  
  

 In other words, God is 

the basic reality; to “find” 

and understand ourselves, 

we must find and know 

God. If we do not know 

God, we can never            

understand who we are nor 

what we can be. We are 

like His reflection, His 

shadow. We can only       

understand what we are 

meant to be by knowing 

Him and His way. 
 
 

So what does it mean to you 

that you are created in God’s 

image and unto His likeness?  
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SACRAMENTAL THEOLOGY: THE CYCLE OF LIFE 

In our Church the Mysteries of Baptism 

and Chrismation are celebrated        

together. Immediately after the        

celebration of both Baptism and     

Chrismation, the one being initiated 

into the Church is admitted to           

Eucharistic communion. There is, 

therefore, no practical difference       

between admitting a 

child or an adult to 

membership in the 

Church; in both cases, a 

human being who       

belonged to the “old    

Adam” through his      

n a t u r a l  b i r t h  i s            

introduced to “new life” 

by partaking of these 

three Holy Mysteries. 

Christian initiation is one 

single and indivisible 

act: “If one does not     

receive the chrism one is 

not perfectly baptized, 

writes Symeon of          

Thessalonica.   

 Each Mystery or     

sacrament, stresses a particular        

human mystery. Baptism, for example, 

stresses that human life partakes of 

the same life-force which permeates 

the entire creation. That life-force is 

God’s own life-force.  

 The water used in the celebration 

of this Mystery symbolizes LIFE (as you 

know, modern man is searching the 

entire universe for the possibility of 

“water” being present and, therefore, 

signaling that there might be life on 

different planets). The person being 

baptized is joined with the water to 

symbolize that the life-force that fills 

all of creation, God’s life-force, is also 

within the person being baptized.  

 This Mystery symbolizes that the 

person receiving it embraces the belief 

of the Church, namely 

that God is the source of 

all living things.  

     When you think of 

the model upon which 

this Mystery is based, 

namely the actions of St. 

John the Baptizer, it is 

meant to symbolize that 

the person receiving it 

embraces a certain “way 

of living”. It is the first 

step of being initiated 

into the Church. It      

therefore symbolizes a 

“new birth” - a new life 

for the person who is 

baptized. Considering 

baptism as “new birth” 

implies also that it is a free gift from 

God, and is in no sense dependent     

upon human choice, consent or even 

consciousness: “Just as in the case      

of physical birth we do not even       

contribute willingness to all the        

blessings derived from baptism. In the 

East, therefore there was never any 

serious doubt or controversy about the 

legitimacy of infant baptism.  
More to follow!  

St. Nicholas Cabasilas 
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St. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church  

6340 Chase Road 

Dearborn, MI 48126 
 

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D. 

Pastor 
 

Rectory: (313) 582-1424 

Cell: (313) 580-4412 

WRuchgy@gmail.com 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sundays @ 10:00 AM  

Ukrainian & English 
 

 

Weekdays @ 8:00 AM 

English 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Penance 

By Appointment 
 

Baptism & Matrimony 

In most instances membership 

required for six months  
 

Funerals  

Membership of an immediate family 

member required 
 

 

 

Parish Life Council 
 

Bob & Corinne Boyko  

734.451.1893 
 

John & Janet Dicky 

586.755.3129 
 

Daria Drobny 

313.791-0292 
 

Robert Krokosky 

248.431.9554 
 

Leo & Mary LaDouceur 

313.278.7378 
 

Gordon Malaniak 

734.564.9817 
 

Leonard Mier 

313.584-6795 
 

Greg & Esther Petrovich 

734.453-4354 
 

 

Rafic Vawter 

313.624.9867 

 

http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org   - and -   Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn 

Sunday, September 22 - 15th Weekend after Pentecost - Tone 6 

       10:00 AM - Special Intention 

16th WEEK AFTER PENTECOST - TONE 7 

Monday, September 23 - Conception of John the Baptizer  

       8:00 AM - Special Intention  

Tuesday, September 24 - Thecla, Proto-Martyr 

       8:00 AM - Special Intention  

Wednesday, September 25 - Euphrosyna, Venerable 

       8:00 AM - Special Intention  

Thursday, September 26 – Passing of John the Apostle-Evangelist  

       No Service Scheduled 

Friday, September 27– Callistratus & Others, Martyrs 

       No Service Scheduled 

Saturday, September 28 - Chariton, Venerable Confessor 

       No Service Scheduled 

Sunday, September 28 - 16th Weekend after Pentecost - Tone 7 

       10:00 AM - Special Intention 

(Continued from page 5 - the Call to holiness) 

to dictate how He treated others. 

To hate someone who hates you 

makes you no better than that 

person and only diminishes who 

you are. To hold a grudge against 

another person does nothing to 

the  other person but diminishes 

who you are as a person.  

 God revealed through Jesus 

that the only genuine love is    

unconditional love. Also, anytime 

I hold hatred for just one person I reduce my ability to 

truly love others. AND, when I reduce my ability to  

truly love others, I diminish my ability to accept        

genuine love from others.  

 We are called to be the persons that God intended 

when He created us. We’ll be that person when we try 

to “live like Jesus lived.”  
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THIS IS MY BELOVED SON 

I ended this article in the last issue by quoting a 

passage from St. Peter’s second letter. The style 

of the passage, I think you will agree if you read 

it, is more straightforward than the story as told 

in the Gospels, because it was composed as a 

letter rather than as some what cryptic            

liturgical reading. While the author mentions the 

Transfiguration as an example of the glory of 

God experienced directly by the apostles,            

his narrative culminates in the phrase we “were 

eyewitnesses of his majesty”, which                 

corresponds very closely with the phrase “we 

beheld his glory” that we find in John 1:14. The 

text does not go into historical or narrative        

details, but it assumes that what it alludes to is 

already widely known to its readers. This         

suggests that although the Gospels as we know 

them were mot likely written after this letter, 

Christian communities were already familiar 

with the Transfiguration, and that it was known 

as a revelation of the glory and the majesty of 

Christ. This letter is not trying to convince us 

that the Transfiguration took place; on             

the contrary, the author refers to the                    

Transfiguration, which Peter experienced 

firsthand, as an undisputed fact, which he then 

proceeds to use as a source of hope and          

inspiration for his readers.  

 It is also interesting to note that Peter is also 

the author who also presents the idea which we 

have come to know as Theosis (i.e., summed up 

in the words: God became man so that man 

might become God). I see the Transfiguration as 

also revealing the truth that human life - the life-

force that animated Jesus the man - is a sharing 

in God’s own life. This life-force is frequently 

characterized as “Light”. If Jesus had this light 

within  Him,  does  it  not  also  suggest  that  we  

have this same “light” within 

us?  

 Given all of this real      

discussion in the Scriptures 

about the Transfiguration, 

why is it that John the       

Evangelist, the only person 

a m o n g  t h e  t h r e e                

eyewitnesses whose name is 

connected with a Gospel, did 

not write a Transfiguration 

narrative? The Gospel        

according to John - the last 

of the Gospels written - only 

briefly mentions that “we 

beheld his glory”, which is 

usually understood by       

scholars  as an allusion to 

the Transfiguration, because 

the word glory refers to the 

divinity of Christ and not 

simply a generic reference to 

the power of God. 
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THEOLOGY AS A SPIRITUAL STATE OF THE PERSON 

God the Father revealed His ideas 

about how humans should live through 

Jesus in order to help them spiritually 

grow and more completely benefit 

from the experiences of this earthly 

life. God saw this as the main purpose 

of earthly life. Through the struggles of 

this life, we can come to a deeper       

understanding of human life.  

 Many who have gone on before us 

demonstrated this way of approaching 

life. They came to     

a real understanding 

of life. We formally 

recognize these     

persons as saints. 

They have, through 

the way they lived 

their lives, shown us 

that it is possible to 

imitate Jesus. It is 

within the power of 

humans to live as He 

lived and to respond 

to the challenges of 

life as He responded 

to the challenges in 

His life.   

 Throughout the 

ages God as sent messages about      

human salvation through other           

humans. He calls us to bring such an 

understanding to others by the way we 

live.  

 Our God didn’t just “long-ago” decide 

to come into our world to help us       

understand the meaning and purpose 

of life. From all eternity this was His 

intent. He consistently comes into our 

lives to help us achieve this goal - 

achieve the ability to understand why 

we are here and what life is all about.  

 We must realize that the true        

theology of our Church is neither the 

fruit of intellectual erudition, nor              

the conjecturing of our reason, but             

rather the narration of an important             

occurrence which is the encounter     

between the spirit of man and the      

LIVING GOD.  

     Have you ever 

experienced our    

living God? You 

probably have but 

probably didn’t     

recognize  Him.        

People who are     

attempting to grow 

spiritually, probably 

have experienced 

Him. Why do I say 

this? Because if we 

truly make it a    pri-

ority in our life to 

spiritually grow, we 

have been assured 

by Him that He will 

be with us. Whenever we seem to 

come to a clearer, more realistic       

understanding of life we will come to a 

a truer understanding of Who God IS!  

 Anytime we find ourselves really             

consciously and sincerely “thanking” 

God for life, together with Jesus in the 

Spirit, we experience Him.  
Think about this! 
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This article is all about Eastern 

Spirituality which is truly       

different from Western        

Spirituality. Although we have, 

because we are Christians 

who have grown-up in Western 

Christianity, been very much         

inf luenced by Western      

Christianity. It is difficult for 

western-Christian people to 

embrace Eastern Spirituality, 

although they are very        

ready to embrace Reformed        

Western Christianity. This fact 

is very important since our 

American Eastern Church  has 

THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE CHRISTIAN EAST 

attempted for very many years to fit into Roman 

Catholicism. Many of our people and clergy feel 

they must look-like and believe-like Western   

Catholics in order to be truly Catholic. This is not 

true! The Roman Church, with which we are        

truly affiliated, only follows a theology that is                 

fundamental to its way of worship. Catholicism is 

much broader than the Roman Church. In fact, 

Catholicism is the only faith that embraces a wide 

spectrum of spiritualities since it has both          

Eastern and Western Churches within its          

communion. In fact, the Roman Church has, 

through its pronouncements at Vatican II,         

declared that Eastern Catholic Churches should 

embrace the spiritualities that are native to their  

Church and way of worship.  

 Just as there is definitely a unique spirituality 

linked to Middle Eastern Catholic Churches, so 

too there is a unique spirituality that is linked to 

Slavic Eastern Catholic Churches. There is no      

single, Catholic spirituality. I can say this since 

the spirituality of a Church is founded on its 

unique way of worship. Our spirituality definitely 

flows from the “Byzantine” ritual which our 

Church has embraced since 988 CE. When you      

compare our way of worship with that of the 

West, you can immediately understand that there 

must be a different type of spirituality that we 

need to embrace. Since our Church is more      

Trinitarian in our prayer format, a unique          

spirituality is supported.        More to follow!      



 

 The Eastern HERALD            page  12 


