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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND 
On this 16th weekend after Pentecost, 

our readings are taken from St. Paul’s 

second letter to the Corinthians and St. 

Luke’s Gospel. These readings share 

two messages with us. St. Paul tells us 

to live with knowledge and patience. 

St. Luke shares with us the teaching 

about “love of one’s enemy” - a very    

difficult teaching in our world of living 

with “terrorism”.  

 Paul tells us that salvation for 

those who believe in Jesus is gained by 

living as Jesus lived, that is with  

“patient acceptance of all others.” The 

principles of Christianity are to 

“unconditionally love our neighbors” as 

ourselves” regardless of how they treat 

us. Paul suggests that we wield the 

weapons of righteousness which are 

unconditional love and forgiveness. To 

live like Jesus, who is our model of 

how humans are called to live, we 

must love those who do not see life as 

we do.  Our neighbors are not just the 

people we choose. They are all          

humans who come into our lives. 

 We see life as multiple challenges 

and experiences which are meant to 

help us spiritually grow. We see life as 

opportunities to truly embrace the love 

that God has for us.  We see life as a 

journey back to the Heavenly Father 

that embraces spiritual, psychological, 

and emotional growth. We are here to 

learn how to unconditionally love and 

to unconditionally forgive those who 

may express their dislike for us. These 

were the tasks that Jesus learned      

during His lifetime. He mastered them 

because of His love, trust and hope in 

the Father.  

 The message of our Gospel reading 

this weekend stresses this message. It 

is about “LOVE OF ONE’S ENEMIES”.      

Jesus declares that if we want to truly 

spiritually grow, we have to “love” 

those we consider our enemies.  

 This I know is a difficult message, 

especially when we live in a society 

that sees so many others as our         

enemies. 

 It seems that our modern American 

society is deeply divided and we tend 

to see others as enemies. The truth of 

the matter is that in any truly well-

functioning society we must find       

COMMON GROUND. One side is not 

right and the other wrong. We must 

come to cooperate for the sake of our 

society.  

 In all things we must remember 

that there are always two sides to any 

question. We must always seek       

COMMON GROUND. That is where truth 

resides and true democracy.  
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As I suggested in a late August Bulletin, 

there are seven basic  characteristics 

of a “dynamic” Eastern Christian. The 

first two are “daily prayer” and “study”. 

T h e  t h i r d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  i s 

“GENEROSITY”. What do I mean by 

“generosity”. The happiest people I 

know are also the 

m o s t  g e n e r o u s        

people I know. Is that 

a coincidence? I don’t 

think so. The world 

proposes  selfishness 

as the path to         

happiness. I know 

many selfish people, 

but I don’t know any 

who have a deep      

and lasting happiness. 

Selfish people always       

s e e m  r e s t l e s s         

and discontented. The   

h a p p i n e s s  w e           

experience through 

s e l f i s h n e s s  i s          

fleeting because it       

is dependent on          

external circumstances. But I also 

know some very generous people, and 

their happiness is not dependent on 

things going their way or on getting 

what they want; their happiness is      

rooted in the life of God. This             

happiness, this joy springs up from 

something that is taking place within 

them. We are all invited to that life and 

that happiness, and generosity is the 

path that leads there. It is important to 

point out that “generosity” is not        

related to “the giving of money” to      

others or to the Church.  

 Sometimes I wonder, what is God 

really like? We spend a lot of time    

talking about God and the Church,     

religion and, of course, spirituality, but 

sometimes all this 

talk can get in the 

way of us really         

thinking about God. 

Have you ever            

wondered what God is 

really like? How would 

you describe Him?     

Finish this sentence: 

God is…..  

     “God is love” is how 

John’s Gospel finishes 

this simple sentence. 

N ie tzsch e  mad e   

headlines with the         

statement “God is 

dead.” What words 

would you use to         

describe God? 

     One word I would 

use is generous. In everything we       

attribute to God, I see immense acts of 

generosity. Creation is generous. Free 

will is generous. Life is generous. Love 

is generous. The generosity of God is     

awesome.  

 So as you think about it, what does 

the term “generous” mean to you? How 

are you called to be generous,             

disregarding contributions of money?  
Think about this! 

SIGNS OF A DYNAMIC EASTERN CHRISTIAN 

ST. MARY OF EGYPT 
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ST BASIL’S THOUGHTS ON GENESIS 

The teaching that God created 

the world affects everything, 

and especially the issue of how 

we live. If everything came 

about by chance, then what we 

call ethics and morality have 

little meaning or validity. As 

Dostoyevsky’s character Ivan 

Karamazov declares, “If there is 

not God, then everything is     

permitted.” But if there is a God 

who created all things and if we 

only live because He created 

us, then mankind’s common 

moral insights and intuitions 

retain some validity. The        

Scriptures portray God not only 

as a Creator but also as a      

Lawgiver, as the One who not 

only made us but also  gave  us 

ST BASIL THE GREAT 

the gift of conscience. The ten creative words 

in the Genesis narrative find their echo and 

fulfillment in the Ten Commandments.  

 We must realize that that only two of the 

ten commandments sincerely deal with our 

relationship with God. The other ten deal with 

our relationship with others. They deal with 

“How” we treat others and interact with       

others.  

 CREATION IS A GIFT. Secondly, these       

creation stories teach that literally everything 

we have and enjoy is a gift graciously given to 

us by God. Every breath we draw, every dawn 

and sunset we behold, every smile that lights 

up our heart, every piece of chocolate and 

every glass of wine - all comes gift-wrapped 

from God. DO YOU BELIEVE THIS?  

 The whole world is sacramental in that        

it points back to God and invites our            

thanksgiving. Reading the creation stories 

aright kindles divine praise within us and      

reveals doxology as the basis of all authentic 

human existence. Man is not fundamentally 

homo sapiens (i.e., a thinking being)             

delighting in his own wisdom, but homo 

adorans, that is a being that offers praise and 

glory to the Creator because he delights in the 

grace and gifts of the Creator.  

 THE CREATOR IS GOD REVEALED TO US. 

Thirdly, these Scriptures declare that the One 

who made the world is also the One who       

revealed Himself to us in the person of Jesus. 

His name in the first creation story is Elohim - 

the name that is paired with Yahweh in      

Genesis 2:4. Our Creator therefore is Yahweh, 

the One who revealed Himself to Abraham, 

who revealed Himself to Moses.     
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan 

     A CALL TO HOLINESS 
 

God in his great love for us, 

not only created us in His 

image but also infused in 

us the potential to grow in 

His likeness, as seen in the 

Person of Jesus Christ, Who 

was truly God and truly 

Man. This is the belief of 

the Church. Since Jesus 

was truly and fully a man, 

He lived in a way that all humans can live. His 

Divine Nature did not dictate how His human 

nature responded to the events of life. He 

lived in a manner in which all humans can 

live. He lived the way He did because He 

choose as a human to live that way. If this 

were not true, we could never even think of 

trying to live like Him.  

 So God, because He wanted to reveal to 

us how to live this human life, came Himself 

in the Person of Jesus to show us how to live. 

Through Jesus, God revealed to us that it is 

possible for humans to unconditionally love, 

forgive and accept all others.  

 What makes this possible is the way that 

we look at other people. If we don’t try to     

demand that others have to think like us and 

live like us before we unconditionally love 

them, then it becomes possible. What makes 

unconditional love for others possible is when 

we have a vision of humanity that embraces 

the idea that                       (Continued on page 8)   

If you really want to do     

something you’ll find a way,   

if you don’t you’ll find             

an excuse  

A BIG THANK YOU 
I would, on behalf of the Parish 

Family, extend a BIG THANK YOU  

to all who made our PANCAKE 

BREAKFAST such a delightful 

event. Our Treasury was           

increased by $505. A big thanks 

to all who attended.   
*************** 

ANOTHER THANK YOU 
I would like to personally thank 

all those who were so generous 

to me on my 80th Birthday. I 

cannot thank you enough.   
***************  

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations and Best Wishes 

are extended to  
 

Leo & Mary LaDouseur 
 

on the occasion of their  

50th Wedding Anniversary 

which they will celebrate 

this Friday, October 4th. 
 

Многая літа -- Mnohaya lita 

God Grant You Many Years 
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BUILDING BLOCKS OF EASTERN CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY 

I ended the last issue of this article by suggesting 

that to “find” and understand ourselves, we must 

find and know God. This does not mean that to 

make sense of the world and ourselves we need to 

understand God. In that vein, we would never get 

anywhere, for God is “beyond description, beyond 

understanding, invisible, incomprehensible” as we 

pray in the Anaphora of St. John’s Liturgy. However, 

our human condition can only be understood in 

God’s terms. Creation is all and only what God has 

made it to be. To understand ourselves and our 

place in creation, we must appreciate our identity 

in God’s terms. For Eastern Christians, this is found 

in the creation accounts in the book of Genesis.  

 One consequence of this belief that we are all 

made in God’s image is that we are called to look 

at others as living icons of God. We are meant to 

see those around us as lovable because they       

reflect the divine image - regardless of their      

awareness of this fact or how they act. “The task of 

love is to behave towards every person bearing 

God’s image, almost as it does towards the         

Prototype, ” Who is Jesus Christ. Made in the image 

of the Lover of mankind, we know that we have the 

capacity to love. When we believe that others bear 

this same image, all our ways of interacting with 

others are called into question.  

 GROWING IN HIS LIKENESS. The two words, 

“image” and “likeness,” constantly recurring in 

Scripture, have acquired a technical meaning in 

our Eastern tradition. A person may “look like” his/

her father (be the image of him/her), yet may or 

may not “be” like him/her, a “chip off the old block 

(the likeness). In other words, we can look like our 

father,m who is a good person, but not be like him, 

for we are scoundrels. All human beings are in the 

image of God, not all are according to the likeness. 

We, however, are to be both: created in  the  image 

 

 

image of God and having 

the potential to grow in His 

likeness. Truly we both           

resemble God (have         

something in our makeup 

that is in His image) and 

are called to be like Him 

too. We “have” what is in 

the image: the natural      

capabilities of knowing, 

communicating, being      

creative, relating, choosing, 

loving, being dynamic and 

responsible and many    

other things. We all have 

dignity, value and beauty 

inalienably because we are 

created in the divine        

image. But what is more, 

we are meant to be like 

Him.   
What does it mean to be Like GOD 
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SACRAMENTAL THEOLOGY: THE CYCLE OF LIFE 

“Baptism,” writes Cabasilas, “is       

nothing else but to be born according 

to Christ and to receive our very being 

and nature. The emphasis, in both the 

rite of baptism and the theological 

commentaries of the Byzantine period, 

is on the positive meaning of baptism 

as “new birth.” “The salutary day of 

Baptism,” Cabasilas    

contines, “becomes a 

name day to Christians, 

because then they are 

formed and shaped and 

our shapeless and        

undefined life receives 

shape and definition. To 

be initiated into the 

Christian Church gives 

us a certain character. In 

the Byzantine tradition, 

which we use, baptism 

has a very positive 

meaning: birth and new 

birth, refashioning and 

seal as well as baptism 

and clothing and    

anointing, enlightening 

and gift. Considering baptism as ‘new 

birth’ implies also that it is a free gift 

from God, and is in no sense             

dependent upon human choice,       

consent or even consciousness.         

Although parents may elect to have 

their children initiated into the Church, 

the initiation is intended to introduce 

the child to a “way of living”. Baptism 

DOES NOT RESCUE a child from some 

kind of eternal punishment. While the  

idea of LIMBO - the supposed abode of 

the souls of unbaptized infants – was 

an idea predominant in the Western 

Church for some time, was never      

seriously embraced in the East. Also, 

the use of water in the sacrament does 

not symbolize “WASHING AWAY” some 

kind of “STAIN” which has been         

inherited from Adam 

and Eve. Again, since 

water is the symbol of 

life, baptism symbolizes 

and states that the     

person baptized is joined 

to the Church which 

sees the relationship 

with God, through belief 

in Jesus Christ in the 

Spirit, as a way of living 

that brings certain       

beliefs about human 

life.  

     Since baptism makes 

a person a member of 

the Body of Christ,        

the person becomes 

“theocentric” - that is, he 

recovers his true identity and destiny 

which is eschatological and mysterious 

because it participates in the very    

mystery of God. As a divine gift,    

whether bestowed upon an adult or an 

infant, baptism is the beginning of new 

life. As a beginning and a promise of 

new life, baptism implies free self-

determination and growth. It does not 

suppress human freedom, but truly 

acknowledges this freedom.   

St. Nicholas Cabasilas 
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St. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church  

6340 Chase Road 

Dearborn, MI 48126 
 

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D. 

Pastor 
 

Rectory: (313) 582-1424 

Cell: (313) 580-4412 

WRuchgy@gmail.com 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sundays @ 10:00 AM  

Ukrainian & English 
 

 

Weekdays @ 8:00 AM 

English 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Penance 

By Appointment 
 

Baptism & Matrimony 

In most instances membership 

required for six months  
 

Funerals  

Membership of an immediate family 

member required 
 

 

 

Parish Life Council 
 

Bob & Corinne Boyko  

734.451.1893 
 

John & Janet Dicky 

586.755.3129 
 

Daria Drobny 

313.791-0292 
 

Robert Krokosky 

248.431.9554 
 

Leo & Mary LaDouceur 

313.278.7378 
 

Gordon Malaniak 

734.564.9817 
 

Leonard Mier 

313.584-6795 
 

Greg & Esther Petrovich 

734.453-4354 
 

 

Rafic Vawter 

313.624.9867 

 

http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org   - and -   Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn 

Sunday, September 29 - 16th Weekend after Pentecost - Tone 7 

       10:00 AM - Special Intention 

17th WEEK AFTER PENTECOST - TONE 8 

Monday, September 30 - Gregory Illuminator, Bishop-Martyr  

       No Service Scheduled 

Tuesday, October 1 - Protection of the Theotokos 

       8:00 AM - Special Intention  

Wednesday, October 2 - Cyprian, Bishop-Martyr 

       8:00 AM - Special Intention  

Thursday, October 3 - Denis the Areoplagiote, Bishop-Martyr 

       8:00 AM - Special Intention  

Friday, October 4 - Hierotheus, Bishop—Martyr 

       No Service Scheduled 

Saturday, October 5 - Charitina, Martyr 

       No Service Scheduled 

Sunday, October 6 - 17th Weekend after Pentecost - Tone 8 

       10:00 AM - Special Intention 

(Continued from page 5 - the Call to holiness) 

all humans are created in God’s 

image, whether they know it or 

not. We don’t base our             

response to others based on 

how aware they are that they 

are created in God’s image. We 

treat them with unconditional 

love because we believe that all 

humans, regardless of how they 

act or behave, are created in 

God’s image. 

 When we live this way, we live in accord with our 

beliefs. The way we live is dictated by what we      

believe and not by the way that others treat us. 

When we live this way, we are transformed, we grow 

in our likeness of God as revealed through the      

Person of Jesus Christ. 
Hopefully this makes sense! 
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THIS IS MY BELOVED SON 

In the last issue of this article, I referenced the 

idea that St. John uses the word “glory” to refer 

to the divinity of Christ. What becomes evident 

in iconography, where the luminous aureole 

drawn around the body of Christ in icons of     

special metaphysical and unusual events that 

accentuate his divinity (i.e., the Transfiguration, 

the Resurrection and the Ascension) is also 

known as “glory.” Not only in a biblical context, 

the glory of God in the Greek tradition is          

understood as something visible. 

 But why does John’s Gospel not specifically 

mention the Transfiguration? One theory has it 

that this Gospel was not actually written by 

John, the brother of James and son of Zebedee. 

If this is true, the author of the fourth Gospel 

was not present at the Transfiguration. But even 

if this were so, it is unlikely that he would not 

have heard of it. In addition, the entire fourth 

Gospel is concerned with many of the themes 

we find in the Transfiguration story: this Gospel, 

after all, is the Gospel of glory and divinity! The 

Passion in John, for instance, is not a moment 

of defeat or suffering, but a manifestation of 

Christ as the King of Glory, the title that we see 

written about the head of Christ in the Eastern 

Icon of the Crucifixion. The words glory,            

glorification, and glorify in John’s Gospel have a 

specific meaning that is so evident it is clearly 

understood by all who hear the relevant Gospel 

reading. When in John’s Gospel we read that  

Jesus says, “Father, the hour has come. Glorify 

Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify 

You” (John 17:1) or “This He spoke, signifying by 

what death He would glorify God” (John 21:19), 

there can be very little doubt that the Crucifixion 

is seen as an act of glory.  

 We  come  across the theme of divine light  in    

the very first paragraph of 

John’s Gospel, and in others 

as well. This interest in the 

theology of light is evident, 

more directly than anywhere 

else, in Christ’s own words in 

John 8: 12: “I am the light of 

the world. He who follows 

me shall not walk in the 

darkness, but have the light 

of life.” This emphasis on 

light became the basis for       

a good part of the              

early discussion of the                  

relationship between the      

Father and the Son and        

is something we find              

developed in a different way 

in John’s Gospel than in      

Matthew, Mark and Luke.  
Christ is the LIGHT OF THE 

WORLD - He reveals to us how 

we should live as humans! 
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INQUIRING MINDS: QUESTIONS FROM MY READERS  

One reader recently emailed me and 

asked that I articulate the difference 

between Nestorius’ teaching about 

Jesus and the Council of Chalcedon. 

As you may know, the first two       

challenging heresies that confronted 

the Church were about who Jesus IS. 

Two priests, Arius and Nestorius, who 

had episcopal support, were the     

authors of these first two heresies. I 

believe we cannot understand       

Nestorius and Chalcedon if we don’t    

understand Arius. So, to answer this 

question, I’ll first review what Arius 

proposed and then Nestorius and  

finally Chalcedon. This will be a     

multi-issue answer.  

 The first major 4th-century heresy 

that arose originated with the priest 

Arius. The basic tenet of Arianism 

was a negation of the divinity of 

Christ and, subsequently of the Holy 

Spirit. Arius reduced the Christian 

Trinity to a descended triad, of whom 

the Father is true God.  

 The key to the theology of Arius is 

the doctrine of the only-begotten       

as the essential attribute of the         

Godhead. God is necessarily           

not only unbegotten but also          

unorgininate.  Hence God is              

absolutely incommunicable and 

unique. As a result the Logos, Jesus, 

whom the Scriptures designate    

clearly as begotten from the Father, 

cannot be true God. Even though HE 

is adored by all Christians, He is God 

and Son of God only by participation 

in grace or by 

adoption.  Since 

the Godhead is 

indivisible and 

incommunicable 

and the Logos 

has His being 

from the Father, 

there remains 

the affirmation 

that He is a   

creature, “alien’ 

and dissimilar in all things from the 

Father”; a perfect creature and        

immediately above all other created 

beings, but a creature nevertheless.  

 So Arius denied the possibility of 

Jesus being both God and Man. This 

is beyond human comprehension. He 

didn’t deny that Jesus taught us how 

to live, however. It was just the fact 

that Jesus was a created creature 

like us who had a special role to play 

in human salvation.  

 This, however, did not sit well with 

Nestorius, the Patriarch of the See of 

Constantinople. He had his own ideas 

about Jesus. And so he advanced 

them in reaction to the thoughts of 

Arius.  

 Of Persian parenthood, he       

studied in Antioch and was ordained 

a priest and entered then into a    

monastery. He penetrated deeply  

into the Antiochian theology,           

although it is doubtful that he         

became a disciple of Theodore of 

Mopsuestia.         MORE TO FOLLOW!  

THE PRIEST ARIUS 
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Theology imparted as a gift of 

Christ is the result of faith. 

With this gift the believer is 

harmoniously joined to the 

Body of Christ, the Church. 

There is an initial faith, and 

there is also a perfect faith. 

Initial faith is the turning of 

our life towards the Lord. For 

anyone who wishes to search 

for God, the journey starts       

at believing that “He is and       

is the rewarder of them that 

diligently seek him.” Faith is 

perfect when it comes from 

the  heart and “works by love,” 

THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE CHRISTIAN EAST 

when it inspires a passion for Christ. 

 According to one spiritual father, the way to 

faith is prepared by the grace of mindfulness       

of death. When this grace visits man it is                

accompanied by a strange inner feeling that 

takes its abode in the ‘deep heart’. It convinces 

one ‘of the futility of any and every acquisition on 

earth.’ Simultaneously, a certain contemplation 

of the intellect dominates, which presents the 

whole of cosmic being as under the control of an 

imminent and unavoidable death. This vision is 

fearful because it beholds the whole created 

world with which man is linked, ’like a mirage   

liable at any moment to vanish into an               

everlasting void’.  In addition, realization of one’s 

personal death becomes unacceptable to the 

spirit and this causes the soul unbearable pain. 

This spiritual action of mindfulness of death        

witnesses to the fact that all cosmic events are 

marked by vanity and futility. If man dies with all 

that his consciousness has embraced - even the 

Creator of the world, then this signifies that        

authentic life has not been given to him, but that 

all things pass away as a shadow and a dream. 

 In reality, the action of the remembrance of 

death is nothing other than God’s eternity, in its 

negative aspect, knocking at the door of the soul. 

It awakes man from the age-old sleep of sin and 

ignorance of God, but it cannot find rest in him 

before he undergoes its refining action. Its effects 

are, however, very beneficial. 
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