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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND 
Interestingly enough, on this 18th 

weekend after Pentecost when we also 

remember the Fathers of the 7th     

Ecumenical Council, both of our       

readings deal with the “sowing of 

seed.” In St. Paul’s 2nd Letter to the 

Corinthians, he states: He who sows 

sparingly will reap sparingly, and         

he who sows bountifully will reap          

bountifully. He then adds, Everyone 

must give according to what he has 

inwardly decided: not sadly, not       

grudgingly, for God loves a cheerful 

giver.  

 Now the parable that is shared in 

our reading from Luke’s Gospel is the 

Parable of the Sower. After Jesus 

shares the parable with the people 

who have come to hear Him, His       

disciples ask Him the meaning of the 

parable. He simply says: The seed is 

the word of God and then goes on to 

relate that where the seed is sown is 

critical. It only produces an abundance 

when it is sown on “good soil.” He then 

qualifies what He means by “good 

soil.” Jesus says: The seed on good 

ground are those who hear the word in 

a spirit of openness, retain it and bear 

fruit through perseverance.   

 So, if the seed is the “word of God” 

and Paul calls us to sow it bountifully, 

this can only mean that we must, if we 

want to grow spiritually, practice       

sharing abundantly unconditional love, 

acceptance and kindness. This means 

that we seize each and every            

opportunity presented to us to bring 

these sentiments into our world. The 

opportunities we have are directly       

related to the people that come into 

our lives whether invited or uninvited. 

Each person that crosses our path is 

an opportunity to abundantly sow the 

love of God. We must see ourselves as 

the vehicles that God can use to bring 

His love into the world.  

 Jesus was the vehicle that God 

used to bring His love into the world 

and show us how to live. We are called 

to follow in the footsteps of Jesus and 

make our world a better place by the 

way we treat others.  

 Remember to sow abundantly the 

love and word of God.  
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan 

     THE CALL TO HOLINESS 
 

I hope that my last issue of 

this article caused my    

readers to ponder the idea 

of what it means to them 

to be a human being. It has 

been my experience that 

very few of us ever stop 

and think about what it 

means to be a human. We 

just live our lives and don’t 

stop and think about “why we are here on 

earth,” “what the purpose is for us being here 

on earth,” and “who are we meant to be in 

God’s creation.” I think these are very, very 

important questions that we do well to find 

an answer.  

 While I don’t believe that my answer is 

the only answer or the correct answer, I do 

feel that each of us must try to formulate 

some-kind-of answer to these questions. If 

we take the time to do these questions. If we 

do, the meaning of our life changes and we 

gain a deeper insight into life and also        

internal peace.  

 While I have stressed this in the past, I 

would again reiterate this, I believe that      

religion is all about LIFE. Religion is about 

God’s relationship to humanity and therefore 

it is about human life.  

 I truly believe that God came into the 

world in the Person of His Son Jesus in order 

to help us understand      (Continued on page 8)

THE PRESENT MOMENT 
As you read this, I am presently 

in Paris and will, within a few 

days also take the tunnel over to      

London. Some years ago I went 

to Parish and London but really 

didn’t see the things that I      

wanted to see. It was my first trip 

to Europe and I wasn’t very 

aware of how to travel. So this is 

my return trip to try and see the 

things I missed. Please know that 

I love all of you and missed    

praying with you.  
*************** 

EMERGENCIES 
If you have an emergency, please 

call: 

Father Wolodymyr Petriw 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

(313) 278-0470 

Father Daniel  Schaicoski 
 (313) 893-1710  

You can also call my cell number 

and I will try to assist you to get 

help. 

 Please know that I love 

you and that I only have to get 

away for some “ME” time. It is 

not about my love for you, it is 

about my need to decompress - 

to find time for me.  
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INQUIRING MINDS: QUESTIONS FROM MY READERS  

Having considered the heresies that 

both Arius and Nestorius advanced, I 

would like to take an in-depth look at 

the decrees of the Ecumenical Council 

of Chalcedon in order to thoroughly     

answer the question posed by one of 

my readers.  

 The Fourth Ecumenical Council, 

held in 451, from 8 October until 1   

November inclusive, at Chalcedon, a 

city of Bithynia in Asia Minor. Its        

principal purpose was to assert 

the orthodox Catholic doctrine              

against the heresy of Eutyches and 

the Monophysites, which I only         

mentioned in passing.  They were     

people who held that in the person of 

Jesus Christ there is only one nature 

which was wholly divine or only        

subordinately human. Jesus did not 

have two natures according to them.  

 Scarcely had the heresy of         

Nestorius concerning the two            

persons in Christ been condemned by 

the Council of Ephesus in 431, when 

the opposite error of the Nestorian 

heresy arose. Since Nestorius so        

fully divided the Divine and the                  

human in Christ that he taught a                       

double personality or a twofold being 

in Christ, it became incumbent on his 

opponents to emphasize the unity in 

Christ and to exhibit the God-man, not 

as two beings but as one. Some of 

these opponents in their efforts to 

maintain a physical unity in Christ held 

that the two natures in Christ, the       

Divine and the human, were so          

intimately united that they became 

physically one, inasmuch as the            

human nature was completely          

absorbed by the Divine. Thus resulted 

one Christ not only with one              

personality but also with one nature. 

After the Incarnation, they said, no    

distinction could be made in Christ   

between the Divine and the human. 

The principal representatives of this 

teaching were Dioscurus, Patriarch      

of Alexandria and Eutyches, an              

archimandrite of a monastery outside 

Constantinople. The Monophysitic error 

error, as the new error was called 

(Gr. mone physis, one nature), claimed 

the authority of St. Cyril, but only 

through a misinterpretation of some 

expressions of the great Alexandrine 

teacher. The error of Eutyches was first 

detected by Domnus, Patriarch of       

Antioch. As we look at the history      

connected by the Church coming to a 

clearer understanding of Jesus, we see 

the struggle She went through.  

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04423f.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01782a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11330a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05633a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10489b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11726a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05525a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11727b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09580c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10715a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11727b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05525a.htm
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SACRAMENTAL THEOLOGY: THE CYCLE OF LIFE 

It must be stated that, according to 

Canon Law (i.e., the Law of the Church) 

the Sacrament (Mystery) that makes 

us a true member of the Catholic and 

Christian Church is Baptism. In the 

Eastern tradition, however, full  and 

true communion is achieved only 

through the partic ipation not             

only of Baptism but             

also of Mysteries             

o f  C h r i s m a t i o n 

(Confirmation) and Holy 

E u c h a r i s t .  T h a t ’ s          

because in the early 

Church only adults were 

brought into the Church.  

While Infant Initiation  

was not frowned upon, 

nevertheless the usual 

sequence was to bring 

adult converts into the 

Church. The Eastern     

tradition did not change 

that. So, as many infants 

were brought into the 

faith of their parents, we 

Baptize, Chrismate and 

have the child receive the Holy          

Eucharist. These are the Mysteries that 

make us truly a member of the Church 

according to Eastern Tradition. 

 In the West we see the separation 

of these three Mysteries or Holy       

Sacraments. Baptism is received at 

birth, Holy Eucharist is received at 

what people think is the age of               

reason, and then Chrismation 

(Confirmation) which is usually          

administered when a child reaches 

teen-age years. This is more on accord  

with the Jewish tradition of people 

reaching “Bar-Mitzvah” age. There are 

arguments for both traditions.  

 We Eastern Christians believe that 

to be a full member of the Church we 

must have all three mysteries or        

sacraments as a part of 

our lives: Baptism,      

Confirmation and Holy 

Eucharist. It is not that 

one approach is wrong 

and the other right, it is 

a matter of what each 

Church sees as essential 

to full membership in 

the Church. This is a real 

difference between the 

East and the West. We 

believe that when a     

person, whether adult of 

infant, initiated into the 

Church, they, through 

their godparents, must 

realize that God is the 

life-force within them, 

that His Holy Spirit is actively with 

them and that they have access to the 

support of the Holy Eucharist to help 

them come to a deeper understanding 

of their union with the God Who is 

sharing His life with them.  

 Infants have the ability to receive 

the Holy Eucharist as the help they 

need to grow in the in the likeness of 

Jesus Christ Who is God’s revelation to 

us how to live this human life. 

St. Nicholas Cabasilas 
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St. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church  

6340 Chase Road 

Dearborn, MI 48126 
 

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D. 

Pastor 
 

Rectory: (313) 582-1424 

Cell: (313) 580-4412 

WRuchgy@gmail.com 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sundays @ 10:00 AM  

Ukrainian & English 
 

 

Weekdays @ 8:00 AM 

English 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Penance 

By Appointment 
 

Baptism & Matrimony 

In most instances membership 

required for six months  
 

Funerals  

Membership of an immediate family 

member required 
 

 

 

Parish Life Council 
 

Bob & Corinne Boyko  

734.451.1893 
 

John & Janet Dicky 

586.755.3129 
 

Daria Drobny 

313.791-0292 
 

Robert Krokosky 

248.431.9554 
 

Leo & Mary LaDouceur 

313.278.7378 
 

Gordon Malaniak 

734.564.9817 
 

Leonard Mier 

313.584-6795 
 

Greg & Esther Petrovich 

734.453-4354 
 

 

Rafic Vawter 

313.624.9867 

 

http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org   - and -   Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn 

Sunday, October 6 - 17th Weekend after Pentecost - Tone 8 

       10:00 AM - Special Intention 

18th WEEK AFTER PENTECOST - TONE 1 

Monday, October 7 - Sergius & Bacchus, Martyrs  

       No Service Scheduled 

Tuesday, October 8 - Pelagia, Venerable 

       No Service Scheduled 

Wednesday, October 9 - James Alpheus, Apostle 

       No Service Scheduled 

Thursday, October 10 - Eulampius & Eulampia, Martyrs 

       No Service Scheduled 

Friday, October 11 - Phillip - Deacon-Apostle 

       No Service Scheduled 

Saturday, October 12 - Probus & Others, Martyrs 

       No Service Scheduled 

Sunday, October 13 - 18th Weekend after Pentecost - Tone 1 

       10:00 AM  + Michajlo Zalopanyj; Wife Jaroslava 

(Continued from page 5 - The Call to Holiness) 

how to live life and gain the greatest 

from the experience of living life on 

this world. Think about it. Human 

life is not just limited to this earthly 

existence, although the common 

perception is that human life is only 

limited to this world. Truly this is not 

what God revealed through Jesus 

Christ. There is an infantilely greater experience that 

God has in store for us. We are not just earth-beings. 

Human life is not limited to just this earthly           

existence. This is but one experience in the eternal 

experience of human life.  

 I say this because God is far-more greater that 

just this human life. There is an eternity of              

experiences awaiting us. The point is, however, that 

we must make the most use of every experience 

that God provides for us. Do you understand this?  
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Man’s self-determination for 

eternity depends on the       

attitude his spirit will adopt 

before the death that is    

threatening him. If he          

considers it unnatural and     

unacceptable and turns with 

faith to the Lord of life and 

death, then he become a     

partaker of Christ’s victory and 

an heir to His Kingdom. As 

man’s turning to God           

proceeds from within, his faith 

is rooted in the heart and     

inaugurates a deep inner        

relationship with the Lord. 

THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE CHRISTIAN EAST 

 Faith of this kind engenders the fear of        

God, which differs profoundly from common      

psychological and animal fear. Man then abides 

in the presence of God which purifies and vivifies 

him. He fears and trembles lest he fall from the 

person of Him Who has become his only quest. 

This fear is also the beginning of love. It is          

accompanied by wonder before God, Who is      

becoming manifest. It also provokes dismay at 

man’s own unworthiness and the possibility of 

losing such a good and beloved God.  

 Moreover this fear is, according to Scripture, 

‘the beginning of wisdom’, for he who fears the 

Lord prefers ‘things eternal for things temporal, 

things incorruptible for things corruptible,’ and his 

spirit does not condescend to anything of this 

world, but demands eternity of God. He is thus 

placed in an eschatological perspective which 

wipes out sin and increases his inspiration so that 

he can journey on the way of God. Finally, the fear 

of God leads to the beginning of ‘repentance unto 

life,’ which is ‘able to make one wise unto         

salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

 So Eastern Spirituality calls us to understand 

the meaning and purpose of life and, especially, 

gain a “spiritual” understanding of Death as a 

means of helping us make our transition from the 

earthly existence to a deeper relationship with 

God. Jesus, through His death on the Cross,        

destroyed human Death. Is this something that 

you really believe?  
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