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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND 
On this 19th weekend after Pentecost, 

our readings are taken from St. Paul’s 

Letter second letter to the Corinthians  

and St. Luke’s version of the parable 

of the Rich Man and Lazarus. It is quite 

difficult to find a common theme      

between these two readings. 

 Perhaps the most poignant        

statement in Paul’s letter is the fact 

that, admitting he was given a “thorn 

in the flesh” he begged the Lord to    

remove it and got this response:  My 

grace is enough for you, for in       

weakness power reaches perfection.  

 The message of this is that God’s 

grace is always sufficient for us to deal 

with the greatest of challenges. The 

challenges that life present are 

uniquely designed to help us grow. 

They are never too much for us if only 

we rely on God’s help. This tells us 

something about life. Life will always 

present challenges to us so that we 

have an opportunity to spiritually grow. 

The challenges of life are never too 

great to overwhelm us if we only make 

God a part of our lives.  

 The parable of Lazarus and the 

Rich Man has a surprising direct       

message for us. Never pass up the 

chance of helping someone in need. 

Responding to the needs of others can 

only help us spiritually grow - can help 

us to become more like Jesus.  

 As we think about Jesus’ life, we 

realize that He consistently responded 

positively to the needs of others. No 

matter who approached Him, be it a 

Roman, a Samaritan or a person 

deemed unclean by Jesus’ society, He 

always took time to help them. Being 

sensitive to the needs of others - be 

they spiritual, physical, emotional or 

psychological needs - is part of what 

makes a person a true follower of      

Jesus.  

 Christianity is not a religion that is 

designed to only help us. It is a religion 

that helps us by encouraging us to 

help others. It is the relationships that 

we form with other people that helps 

us spiritually grow.  

 One of the other important          

messages of this parable is that God 

has already provided us with sufficient 

information through the life of Jesus 

and the Apostles to tell us that a life 

that involves responding to the needs 

of others is redemptive - it is the 

means given to us by life to help us 

spiritually grow. Living a life that is 

dedicated to helping others in need is 

the way to achieve salvation - to grow 

as a child of God.           
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan 

THE PRESENT MOMENT 
As you read this, I am presently 

in Paris and will, within a few 

days also take the tunnel over to      

London. Some years ago I went 

to Parish and London but really 

didn’t see the things that I      

wanted to see. It was my first trip 

to Europe and I wasn’t very 

aware of how to travel. So this is 

my return trip to try and see the 

things I missed. Please know that 

I love all of you and missed    

praying with you.  
*************** 

EMERGENCIES 
If you have an emergency, please 

call: 

Father Wolodymyr Petriw 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

(313) 278-0470 

Father Daniel  Schaicoski 
 (313) 893-1710  

You can also call my cell number 

and I will try to assist you to get 

help. 

 Please know that I love 

you and that I only have to get 

away for some “ME” time. It is 

not about my love for you, it is 

about my need to decompress - 

to find time for me.  

     THE CALL TO HOLINESS 
The call to holiness is a call 

to live a life that takes time 

to reflect upon life and    

upon one’s personal        

attitudes and behaviors. 

More than one spiritual   

father has written about 

how our thinking has a     

major part to play in our 

spiritual growth. Most of us, 

whether we are aware of it or not, have a 

whole repertory of “attitudes” about a great 

number of things. These attitudes are usually 

formed in us beginning with childhood when 

we hear our parents or other adults talk 

about different things. These attitudes are 

not always positive and, quite frequently,    

involve judgments about people or situations 

in our society.  

 The call to holiness is a call to assess our 

attitudes and, if we find negative attitudes, to 

do all in our power to dismiss them and     

eliminate them from our thinking. They will 

stop any true spiritual growth taking place.  

 We are called to develop the attitudes 

that Jesus manifested through His teaching 

and behavior. I’m sure that I don’t have to 

repeat His attitudes since I suspect all of my 

readers are quite aware of them.  

 All of us have the power to eradicate     

negative attitudes and replace them with 

positive attitudes               (Continued on page 6)  
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INQUIRING MINDS: QUESTIONS FROM MY READERS  

The Council of Chalcedon represented 

a culmination in the history of the     

dogma of the Incarnation. Beyond 

dealing with the diverse theological 

tendencies that confronted each other, 

it stated the true doctrine that          

preserved indissolubly the two facets 

of the mystery: the unity of person in 

the Incarnate Word and the perfect 

integrity of His two natures. The           

theology of St. Cyril and that of Leo, as 

inheritor of St. Augustine and           

Tertullian, are merged in these           

formulas; and they do justice also to 

what was of value in the Antiochene 

theology. Nevertheless the Cyrillan    

partisans remained absolutely           

opposed to two natures, which they 

were determined to see a form of      

Nestorianism. Monophysitism, even 

though frequently only verbal, was 

about to be born and to provoke many 

quarrels and schisms, which still       

remain unresolved.  

 From another point of view, the 

Council of Chalcedon marked an       

important step in the development of 

Roman primacy. The authority of          

Celestine had been affirmed at        

Ephesus; that of Leo was imposed with 

still great vigor at Chalcedon. The       

doctrine of the primary of the Apostolic 

See, as opposed to a “Church of the 

Empire” held by the emperors of       

Constantinople, was affirmed. Even 

though this primacy was unanimously 

recognized at Chalcedon, it still ran the 

risk of being questioned, and the unity 

of the Church was compromised by the 

dangerous political principle that was 

invoked to justify the primacy of       

Constantinople in the East. On this 

problem further disputes and schisms 

were in the offing; all was not settled 

in 451.  

 There are seven actual points that 

Chalcedon identified:  

•  A true INCARNATION of the Logos, 

the second person of the God-head, an 

actual abiding union of the two natures 

in one personal life. 

•  The precise distinction between            

NATURE and PERSON. The Logos       

assumed, not a human person (else we 

would have two persons, a divine and a 

human), but human nature which is 

common to us all; and hence he          

redeemed, not a particular man, but all 

men as partakers of the same nature. 

•  The GOD-MAN as the result of the 

incarnation he is one person both       

divine and human. Of course this is a 

mystery. 
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SACRAMENTAL THEOLOGY: THE CYCLE OF LIFE 

So a person is initiated into the Body 

of Christ, the Church, through             

the administration of Baptism,              

Chrismation and Holy Eucharist. These 

three Mysteries speak to the Church’s 

understanding of the nature of man. 

They initiate a person into a group of 

people who have a particular vision of 

what human beings are, 

which is based on our 

understanding of Who 

Jesus Christ is. God’s 

own life-force animates 

all humans. Water is the 

ultimate symbol of life 

and the person initiated 

is joined to this symbol. 

Second, the Church see 

the positive human    

powers (e.g., thinking, 

deciding, creating) as 

the work of God’s Spirit 

within humans. And 

then finally, being joined 

with Jesus Christ 

through the reception of 

the Holy Eucharist is a 

sign of our belief that we are called to 

a greater union with God.  

 A fourth Mystery in the Church is 

Reconciliation or Penance. It is the 

Church’s way of reassuring people that 

God forgives them if they repent.     

Sacramental penance has had a      

parallel development in East and 

West. Originally a public act, required 

from sinner who either had been        

officially excommunicated or had      

performed acts liable to formal          

excommunication, penance gradually 

and especially after the fourth century, 

took the form of private confession, 

followed by a prayer of absolution    

pronounced by a priest as a               

representative of the community. The 

think is that anytime I perform an act 

that can be called a sin, 

I weaken the community 

and therefore it is the 

responsibility of the              

primary representative 

of the Church, the priest, 

needs to restore the       

person to the fellowship 

of the community.  

     The sins of murder, 

adultery, rape, sorcery, 

perjury, apostasy were 

sins that required public 

penance. Persons who 

confessed these sins 

were put outside the 

community and not          

allowed to worship with 

the community until 

they had spent sufficient time in sack-

cloth and ashes. I’m not sure how the 

amount of time for public penance 

was determined. Once that was         

complete and the person displayed 

true remorse for the sin, they were 

brought back into the community by 

the priest.  

 The development of penitential 

practice and theology in the Byzantine 

world was distinct from the West.   

St. Nicholas Cabasilas 
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St. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church  

6340 Chase Road 

Dearborn, MI 48126 
 

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D. 

Pastor 
 

Rectory: (313) 582-1424 

Cell: (313) 580-4412 

WRuchgy@gmail.com 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sundays @ 10:00 AM  

Ukrainian & English 
 

 

Weekdays @ 8:00 AM 

English 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Penance 

By Appointment 
 

Baptism & Matrimony 

In most instances membership 

required for six months  
 

Funerals  

Membership of an immediate family 

member required 
 

 

 

Parish Life Council 
 

Bob & Corinne Boyko  

734.451.1893 
 

John & Janet Dicky 

586.755.3129 
 

Daria Drobny 

313.791-0292 
 

Robert Krokosky 

248.431.9554 
 

Leo & Mary LaDouceur 

313.278.7378 
 

Gordon Malaniak 

734.564.9817 
 

Leonard Mier 

313.584-6795 
 

Greg & Esther Petrovich 

734.453-4354 
 

 

Rafic Vawter 

313.624.9867 

 

http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org   - and -   Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn 

Sunday, October 20 - 17th Weekend after Pentecost - Tone 2 

       10:00 AM - Special Intention 

18th WEEK AFTER PENTECOST - TONE 3 

Monday, October 21 - Hilary the Great, Venerable  

       No Service Scheduled 

Tuesday, October 22 - Abericus, Bishop 

       No Service Scheduled 

Wednesday, October 23 - James, Apostle and Brother of the Lord 

       No Service Scheduled 

Thursday, October 24 - Arethas & Others, Martyrs 

       No Service Scheduled 

Friday, October 25 - Marcian & Martyrius, Martyrs 

       8:00 AM - Special Intention  

Saturday, October 26 - Demetrius, Great Martyr 

       No Service Scheduled 

Sunday, October 27 - 20th Weekend after Pentecost - Tone 3 

       10:00 AM  Special Intention 

(Continued from page 3 - The Call to Holiness) 

if we really want to divest ourselves 

of them. Of course first we have to 

become deeply aware of them and 

then make a firm commitment to 

eliminate them. This, of course, 

takes thought, time and work. It    

requires that we frequently spend 

some alone time thinking about our 

lives and how we are living them. This, of course, is 

the challenge. Our modern society doesn’t 

“promote” self-reflection and personal change. On 

the contrary it seems that it promotes “group 

thought,” especially of the negative kind.  

 One would think that in a society that promotes 

individualism that it would not promote group 

thought. The masses seem to galvanize around    

negative thoughts and ideas, seeing others not like 

us as the “enemy”            I wonder what you think?  
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The fear of God confers        

spiritual enlightenment and as 

such is the beginning of       

man’s acquiring the state of           

theology. There are various 

levels of the fear of God. They 

highest is the “fear of proving 

unworthy of God made       

manifest to us in Light that 

never sets.” Such fear of God 

is not only the indispensable 

precondition for repentance, 

but also the source of           

inspiration which preserves its 

spirit. When man is illumined 

by his fear, he simultaneously 

THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE CHRISTIAN EAST 

feels the presence of the Living God but also an 

awareness of the vileness he bear within himself. 

He stands before the Person of God. The more 

distinct the image of the Lord Jesus becomes, the 

more repulsive the sight of his own depravity     

appears. Having before him this two-fold            

contemplation, he is continually preoccupied with 

the thought of anticipating God’s judgment. He 

struggles to cleanse himself from all filthiness of 

the flesh and spirit. The Prototype to Whom he 

refers and desires to resemble is not someone of 

this world, but the very Lord Himself, Who called 

him to this life and pre-ordained him for glory       

in His Kingdom without beginning. In this                

eschatological perspective, inspiration is kept     

undiminished because man awaits the Savior 

from heaven and confesses that the Lorde came 

and will come again ‘to save sinners of whom I 

am the first’ (you should recognize this phrase 

since it is part of our pre-communion prayer).  

 I know that at first read this all seems very 

negative. All the author is attempting to say is 

that we have to have a realistic understanding of 

life. If we look at death, which is a part of life, in 

the right way, it will help us to spiritually grow. 

Also, the fear of God is not meant to be a          

negative experience. The fear of God is really 

joined with the earnest desire to always bring   

glory and praise to Him. Like any good child, we 

desire that all of our actions will only bring praise 

to our Father.   
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