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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND 
On this 20th weekend after Pentecost, 

our readings are taken from St. Paul’s 

Letter to the Galatians and Luke’s    

story of Jesus curing the Gerasene     

demoniac. I found it rather difficult to 

come up with a common theme       

and message from the two readings.  

So I shall just share my thoughts on 

each reading without attempting to 

harmonize any sort 

of message.  

 The message 

from Paul’s letter is 

a rather common 

one that we find in 

many of his letters, 

namely his defense 

of his authority and 

doctrine. Because he 

did not actually hear 

Jesus teach but only 

gained knowledge of 

Jesus’ teaching from 

others, he felt he 

had to constantly 

defend himself. In 

addition to this, he 

knew that many 

knew he persecuted 

the early Church.  

 Interestingly enough he did more 

than any of the other apostles to       

formulate the teachings of Jesus into a 

doctrinal format.  He was the most   

educated of the followers of Jesus. He 

was a Rabbi.  

 There are several interesting        

aspects to the story of the Gerasene    

demoniac. The first is that the story 

indicates that the demons in the man 

recognized Jesus. The second is that 

Jesus responded to their request to be 

sent into the pigs. The third is that this 

took place in Jordon and the people 

were not practicing Jews because they 

were herding pigs. The fourth and final 

point is that the swineherds asked  

Jesus to leave and 

cared little about their 

suffering neighbor. 

One would have 

thought that they 

were concerned about 

the possessed man.  

     Why did Jesus   

honor the request of 

the demons? He       

wasn’t there to punish 

the demons but,      

rather to help the 

man. He did not cause 

them to rush down 

and drown.  

     As the story clearly        

intimates, Jesus was 

open to any person 

who came to Him for 

help. He did not reject 

the man because he wasn’t a part of 

Jesus’ religion.  

 Lastly, it is important that we       

always accept the way life turns out. In 

this case, the swineherds had a real 

opportunity to help their fellowman 

and to learn from Jesus. As a result 

they learned nothing. 
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THIS IS MY BELOVED SON 

In the last issue of this particular article, I was 

sharing information about the particular themes 

that characterize and therefore he had no need 

to present the story even though he was one of 

the primary witnesses. Since John’s Gospel 

starts with the writer’s confession of faith and 

the testimony of the divinity and the to the      

divinity and the glory of Christ, everything that 

follows is based on this testimony. In a certain 

sense, all of John is offered within the light of 

the Transfiguration.  

 Nevertheless, it is not usually prudent to     

compare John’s Gospel with the other three       

Gospels. As a liturgical text is read in the same 

way as the other three Gospels, and yet its      

content is more overtly Eucharistic. What is 

meant is that although there is no specific      

mention of the Last Supper and the historical 

institution of the Eucharistic meal here, it is     

possible to read the entire Gospel as a             

description and commentary of the Eucharistic 

rite - right from the beginning, where instead of 

a genealogy the Gospel begins with a hymn to 

Christ the Logos. In other words, the whole      

Gospel takes place in the transfigured space 

that is beyond the ascent to Mount Tabor. 

 There are two more, albeit indirect,              

references to the Transfiguration given in the 

New Testament (NT). Rather, these are            

two instances where the theme of the                  

Transfiguration exists in the background without 

direct reference to the Transfiguration of Jesus 

on Mount Tabor. In both we find the verb      

transfigure used in a way that implies this        

connection.  

 Both are found in the epistles of St. Paul, in 

Romans 12:2 and 2 Corinthians 3:18 (why don’t 

you look these up). In order to understand these 

references, we have to read 

each of them in their         

broader contexts.  

 In both of these passages 

we find something different 

about the use of the word 

transfigured (hopefully you 

have read these two          

sections. For the first time in 

the NT, both the word         

and the concept are not      

associated with Jesus.       

Instead, they point to the 

members of the church, the 

ones who receive the word of 

instruction. Yet the context 

that connects the usage       

of these words to the           

Transfiguration of Jesus 

Christ is unmistaken. His 

transfiguration also has 

something to tell us about 

ourselves and our lives. 
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ST BASIL’S THOUGHTS ON GENESIS 

In the last issue of this article, I 

was sharing thoughts about the 

fact that Genesis states that 

man bears the “image” of God. 

Since the establishment of 

Christendom, the idea that    

every human life is valuable is 

a given, but it was not so in the 

ancient Near East. At that time 

only kings were considered as 

bearing God’s image or as      

being His representatives on 

earth; the common laborer had 

no such dignity. The Genesis 

creation story proclaims that 

even the lowest and humblest 

laborer bears the divine image. 

This teaching was not just       

revolutionary in ancient times. 

Even  now,  when  we  sell  flesh  

ST BASIL THE GREAT 

through pornography and prostitution, and 

grind the faces of the poor, it is clear that we 

have not yet learned this lesson.  

 Sixthly, Genesis teaches us that male and 

female are ontologically (Ontology is the      

philosophical field revolving around the study 

of the nature of reality (all that is or exists), 

and the different entities and categories      

within reality. Epistemology is the                  

philosophical field revolving around (the study 

of knowledge and how to reach it) equal.      

Subsequent chapters will enlarge on the      

fruitful topic of gender roles, but here we 

learn that any gender differentiation does not 

negate a basic equality of worth between man 

and woman. The ancients found this a difficult 

lesson, and again we have not learned it even 

today. Wherever we find polygamy, or the      

significance in the creation of adam in the    

divine image.  

 I think that one problem in the creation 

story is that God formed woman out of a rib of 

man. This seems to indicate some sort of    

inferiority to the male of the species.  

 Christians believe that the historical Christ 

was the incarnate and visible image, the      

eikon, of the invisible God (Colossians 1:15). It 

is difficult not to detect in the first adam a     

prefiguring of this Incarnation. Our God is not 

a deity who forever hides Himself at a          

distance from this creation, remaining in 

splendid transcendent isolation in the          

heavens, revealing only His will to men who 

function as His lowly servants; He is a God 

who shares His authority with men. What God 

did in the first adam was but a prophetic 

sketch of what he would do full in Christ.    
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan 

THE CALL TO HOLINESS 
It dawned on me as I was 

doing the other articles in 

this Bulletin, the call to     

holiness is a call to be the 

stewards of creation, not 

the owners, doing whatever 

we wish with creation. I 

must the Native Americans 

have a truer understanding 

of this. They do not “own” 

land! They only take care of it and use it to 

support themselves. Modern people seem to 

think that they own creation and don’t       

necessarily see themselves as stewards. The 

call to holiness means to develop a God-

centered understanding of creation and of 

life. When you think about it, you have to     

admit that humans truly have developed an 

inflated understanding of who they are in 

God’s creation. Of course this may be why so 

many people want churches and religions to 

be “entertaining” instead of challenging them 

to become “children of God.”  

 Creation is God, our Father’s, kingdom. 

We are called not to own it but, rather, to 

treat it with reverence and love, realizing that 

it is our Father’s “gift” to us to help us grow.  

 I wonder, if you have bothered to read 

this, what your thoughts are. All of us seem 

to “own land” and feel that we can do          

anything we want with it. Is that the correct 

attitude? Should we          (Continued on page 8) 

BIG EVENT NEXT WEEK 
Sunday, November 3rd 

Next week should prove to be a 

wonderful event for two reasons: 

Bishop Benedict will be with us 

and he will ordain Leonard Mier a 

deacon. Len is truly one of the 

first “vocations” from our parish.  

 Hopefully all received an      

invitation from Leonard. If you 

didn’t its just because he may 

not have had your address. ALL 

ARE INVITED TO JOIN US FOR 

THIS GLORIOUS CELEBRATION. If 

you received an invitation and 

want to come, please send in 

your return card indicating that 

you will be with us and, even, 

perhaps, attend the luncheon 

after the service.  
 *************** 

NEXT WEEK 
I’ll be away again next weekend 

since Father Hugo Soutus of 

Phoenix has asked me to be the 

Master of Ceremonies at his 

25th Ordination Anniversary     

Celebration. Father Eugene will 

be substituting again. 

 

We all have two lives. The      

second one starts when we      

realize we only have one  
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INQUIRING MINDS: QUESTIONS FROM MY READERS  

As I indicated in the last issue of this  

article, there were seven very distinct 

things that came out of this Council. I 

shared the first three in the last Bulletin. 

Here are the others.  

• The DUALITY OF THE NATURES. Our 

doctrine maintains the distinction of 

nature even after the act of               

incarnation, without confusion or      

conversion, yet, on the other hand, 

without division or separation, so that 

the divine will ever remained divine, 

and the human ever human, and yet 

the two have continually one common 

life, and interpenetrate each other, 

like the persons of the Trinity. 

• The UNITY OF THE PERSON. The union 

of the divine and human nature in 

Christ is a permanent state resulting 

from the incarnation, and is a            

real, supernatural, personal, and              

inseparable union. The two natures 

constitute but one personal life, and 

yet remain distinct. 

• The whole WORK of Christ is to be    

attributed to his person, and not           

to the one or the other nature           

exclusively. The person is the acting 

subject, the nature the organ or        

medium. It is the one divine-human 

person of Christ that wrought the      

miracles by virtue of his divine nature, 

and that suffered through the           

sensorium of his human nature. 

• The ENHYPOSTASIA, of the human        

nature of Christ . The meaning of this 

doctrine is that Christ’s human nature 

had no independent personality of its 

own, besides the divine, and that the 

divine nature is the root and basis of 

his personality. His human personality 

was completed and perfected by      

being so incorporated with the              

pre-existent Logos-personality as        

to find in it alone its full self-

consciousness, and to be permeated 

and controlled by it in every stage of 

its development. 

 Obviously we cannot understand 

how this is possible. A Person that has 

two separate natures. Jesus had to be 

human so that we can use Him as a 

model for how we live life.  He had to be 

God so that He could show us exactly 

how God intended us to live as humans.  

 It is a wondrous mystery. Many     

humans find it hard to believe. We have 

been gifted to accept this belief. God, 

however, gives those who do not believe 

this other means to come to know, love 

and serve Him. We give thanks to God 

for the gift of faith and the gift of His 

revelation to us through Jesus Christ.  
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SACRAMENTAL THEOLOGY: THE CYCLE OF LIFE 

In the last issue of this article I          

introduced the mystery of penance or 

reconciliation. Patristic and Byzantine 

literature on repentance is almost    

entirely ascetical (To be ascetic, you 

learn to live without; it's all about self-

denial. Ascetic is derived from the Greek 

asketes, meaning monk, or hermit.        

Ascetic can be a noun: a 

person with incredible self-

discipline and the ability to 

deprive herself, or an      

adjective that describes 

such a people or their life-

style) and moral. Very 

few authors of ascetical 

treatises on repentance 

specifically mention        

sacramental absolution 

as a formal requirement. 

This silence dies not    

imply that sacramental 

repentance did not exist; 

except in formal cases 

of excommunication, 

which had to be           

followed by an equally 

formal reconciliation, it 

was only encouraged, but not required. 

In his innumerable calls to repentance, 

Chrysostom frequently mentions 

“confession,” i.e., an opening of one’s 

conscience before a witness or “the 

Church”; but regular sacramental      

confession does not seem to be 

meant. In his nine sermons specifically 

dealing with “repentance,” only once 

does he refer to the Church as a direct 

recourse: “Did you commit sin? Enter 

the Church and repent for your sin. You 

are an old man, and still you commit 

sin? Enter [the Church], repent; for 

here is the physician, not the judge; 

here one is not investigated, one       

receives remission of sins.” 

In fact one of the early practices was 

that a person who       

wanted to confess their 

sins could talk to an     

elder person who they 

believed to be with     

wisdom and then ask 

that person to ask the 

priest to give the person 

absolution. The priest 

didn’t necessarily have 

to “hear” the person’s 

sins. Also, and I not sure 

of some are aware of 

this, in the East some 

Churches priests are not 

bound to secrecy.  

     A French church      

historian is probably   

correct when he writes: 

“The Byzantines seldom go to           

confession, at least in the secular 

world, for in the monasteries             

confession is regularly practiced. But is 

this confession, or is it a direction of 

conscience of simple laymen by their 

spiritual fathers? Both practices exist 

and, in the monasteries, are              

indistinguishable from one another. 
I wonder what you think about this?  

St. Nicholas Cabasilas 
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St. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church  

6340 Chase Road 

Dearborn, MI 48126 
 

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D. 

Pastor 
 

Rectory: (313) 582-1424 

Cell: (313) 580-4412 

WRuchgy@gmail.com 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sundays @ 10:00 AM  

Ukrainian & English 
 

 

Weekdays @ 8:00 AM 

English 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Penance 

By Appointment 
 

Baptism & Matrimony 

In most instances membership 

required for six months  
 

Funerals  

Membership of an immediate family 

member required 
 

 

 

Parish Life Council 
 

Bob & Corinne Boyko  

734.451.1893 
 

John & Janet Dicky 

586.755.3129 
 

Daria Drobny 

313.791-0292 
 

Robert Krokosky 

248.431.9554 
 

Leo & Mary LaDouceur 

313.278.7378 
 

Gordon Malaniak 

734.564.9817 
 

Leonard Mier 

313.584-6795 
 

Greg & Esther Petrovich 

734.453-4354 
 

 

Rafic Vawter 

313.624.9867 

 

http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org   - and -   Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn 

Sunday, October 27 - 20th Weekend after Pentecost - Tone 3 

       10:00 AM  Special Intention 

21st WEEK AFTER PENTECOST - TONE 4 

Monday, October 28 - Hilary the Great, Venerable  

       No Service Scheduled 

Tuesday, October 22 - Abericus, Bishop 

       No Service Scheduled 

Wednesday, October 23 - James, Apostle and Brother of the Lord 

       No Service Scheduled 

Thursday, October 24 - Arethas & Others, Martyrs 

       No Service Scheduled 

Friday, October 25 - Marcian & Martyrius, Martyrs 

       8:00 AM - Special Intention  

Saturday, October 26 - Demetrius, Great Martyr 

       No Service Scheduled 

Sunday, October 27 - 20th Weekend after Pentecost - Tone 3 

       10:00 AM  Special Intention 

(Continued from page 3 - The Call to Holiness) 

attempt to come up with a very     

different attitude about creation? I 

must confess, that this thought     

really made me think. It also made 

me think about our parish. Although 

we do everything we can to make it 

thieve, it does not belong to us but, 

rather, to the Eparchy. We could    

truly learn from this if we only reflected on it. Think 

about it: we’re called to maintain property that does 

not directly belong to us. Is this not also true about 

creation? We are called to maintain it and protect it 

but it does not belong to us, it belongs to God.  

 I think that we so easily become immune to the 

reality of life. All that we have is a gift loaned to         

us. We do not own any of this! We have a                

responsibility, however, to maintain it as if it were 

our own.                    Think about this!  
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INQUIRING MINDS: QUESTIONS FROM MY READERS  

The focus of this article has been to attempt to 

articulate the difference between the teaching of 

Nestorius and the Council of Chalcedon which, it 

is believe, finally came to a clearer definition or 

description of who we Christians believe to be    

Jesus, the Christ. Of course it is all muddled by the 

events of history. 

 A formal accusation was preferred against 

Nestorius by Eusebius, Bishop of Dorylaeum 

(Phrygia), at a synod of Constantinople in           

November of that year. This synod declared it a 

matter of faith that after the Incarnation, Christ 

consisted of two natures (united) in one               

hypostasis or person; hence there was one Christ, 

one Son, one Lord. This is the key to the doctrine 

of Chalcedon. Christ had two nature that were 

joined in one “person” and neither nature         

dominated the other. This is beyond human       

understanding since we humans only act in        

accord with our human nature. 

 Eutyches, who appeared before this synod, 

protested, on the contrary, that before the          

Incarnation there were two natures, but after the 

union there was only one nature in Christ; and the 

humanity of Christ was not of the same essence 

as ours. These statements were found                

contrary to Christian orthodoxy; Eutyches was                  

deposed, excommunicated, and deprived of          

his station in the monastery. He protested,          

and appealed for redress to Pope Leo I (440-61), 

to other distinguished bishops, and also                 

toTheodosius I I .  Bishop Flavian of                          

Constantinople informed Pope Leo and               

other bishops of what had occurred in his 

city. Eutyches won the sympathy of the emperor; 

through the monk's representations and those 

of Dioscurus, Patriarch of Alexandria, the emperor 

was induced to invoke a new council, to be held at  

Ephesus. Then Pope Leo, and 

a number of bishops and 

monks were invited to attend 

and investigate anew the    

orthodoxy of Eutyches.         

 The pope was unable to 

go, but sent three delegates 

as his representatives and 

bearers of letters to           

prominent personages of the 

East and to the impending 

synod. Among these letters, 

all of which bear the date of 

13 June, 449, is one known 

as the "Epistola Dogmatica", 

or dogmatic letter, of Leo I, in 

which the pope explains the 

mystery of the Incarnation 

with special reference to the 

questions raised by Eutyches. 

 As you can tell, politics 

played a great part also in 

the Church coming to a real 

and true understanding of 

WHO JESUS IS!  

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05622a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05622a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05752c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11726a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05631a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11330a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05678a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04340c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02581b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06098c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06098c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02581b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05631a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10487b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05019a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11549a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12260a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12260a.htm
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BUILDING BLOCKS OF EASTERN CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY 

I have been sharing with you in this article the 

“building blocks” of Eastern Christian Spirituality. I 

ended the last issue of this article by sharing that 

we humans are meant to turn naturally to God, like 

the sunflower to the sun, and we are not whole and 

complete until this movement is working within us. 

You can immediately surmise that most of our 

modern society does not buy-into this vision of     

humanity. An apt image is a person sunbathing on 

the beach. As he/she lies exposed to the sun, the 

sun is slowly transforming the person by its rays 

and warmth. In the same way, when we open        

ourselves to the Father, He changes us by His Son 

and His Spirit whom we receive and with whom we 

are called to cooperate. We only find and fulfill     

ourselves by living as God created us: in His image 

(resembling Him), and working to actualize our     

potential to be in His likeness (becoming like Him 

as seen in the God-Man Jesus). We are called to 

take part in a process of becoming more like Him: 

a process that lasts for our whole life and           

continues for all eternity beyond the grave.   

 In the context of the Genesis account, another 

aspect of our uniqueness is clearly seen. We are 

different from everything else in creation; yet we 

are related to all it contains. Our human nature is a 

kind of microcosm, assuming in itself - and yet      

exceeding - the physical nature of minerals, plants 

and animals. Because of the One after whom we 

are patterned, our nature also contains something 

of the divine. The Bible expresses this by saying 

that God created all things by simply stating, “Let 

there by...light, sky, earth, sea, vegetation, sun, 

moon living creatures, etc” (Genesis 1:3-24). But 

for us, it was different. “God said, ‘Let us make 

man in Our image, after Our likeness.’… God       

created man in His image; in the divine image He 

created Him…” 

 

 

Because we are made in 

the image of the Creator, 

we have responsibility for 

creation. Our becoming 

like God involves three     

interrelated tasks given to 

us b y Him. First, God call 

us to be stewards of        

creation. Adam was not 

told by God “Here is the 

earth, do whatever you 

want with it, do your own 

thing”, but rather “The Lord 

God then took the man and 

settled him in the garden 

of Eden, to cultivate and 

care for it.” (Genesis 2:15) 

We are not owners of the 

creation, free to do          

whatever we wish.  
Do you believe we are good 

stewards of God’s creation?
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The spirituality of the Christian 

East is focused on helping 

those who subscribe to this 

approach, to engage in          

practices that promote        

personal transformation and 

change. The Spirituality of the 

East maintains that God’s    

purpose in creating humans in 

the manner that He did was to 

allow us to freely choose to 

return His love and also to   

actualize our potential to grow 

in His likeness as seen in the 

Person of Jesus.  

 While  we   are   created  in   

THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE CHRISTIAN EAST 

His image, we are called to grow in His likeness. 

That is the purpose of this earthly life! That is the 

reason why earthly life is filled with challenges! 

Life’s challenges are only opportunities to grow in 

His likeness. 

 I truly believe that the main reason that God 

came into the world in the Person of Jesus was to 

show us how to live. If we attempt to imitate     

Jesus, we will spiritually grow.  

 If you begin to think about life the way that   

Jesus did and to act as He acted, you will find that 

life takes on a whole new meaning and begins to 

really make sense. When you truly believe that 

this life is all about growing spiritually, life      

changes and you can understand that even the 

most difficult challenges are only meant to help 

you grow.  

 The problem is, however, that our society 

doesn’t embrace these ideas and feels that       

people should suffer no pain and always get what 

they want. Living in that manner never brings 

about spiritual growth. In fact it actually makes 

life more difficult. There is a reason why our       

society relies on so many different medications. 

We now have medications to cheer us up and 

calm us down.  

 Further, when you are not oriented properly to 

life, the result is stress and anxiety. When you   

attempt to demand that life should be the way 

you want it to be, you will never be happy or      

content!                     



 

 


