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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND 

On this 21st weekend after Pentecost, 

our readings are taken from St. Paul’s 

letter to the Galatians and Luke’s     

account of two miracle stories. Paul 

sets forth his basic teaching which he 

states in this manner:  
 

knowing that a man is not justified by    

legal observance but by faith in Jesus 

Christ, we too have believed in him in    

order to be justified by faith in Christ, 

not by observance of the law.  
 

So we are not justified before God by 

keeping rules and laws but rather by 

believing in Jesus Christ. To truly       

believe in Jesus Christ, however,       

requires that we embrace His way of 

living. His way of living requires that 

we work throughout out life to learn 

how to unconditionally love, respect 

and accept all others. All others        

includes our neighbors, enemies and 

any human being that crosses our 

path in life. It requires that we do not 

“select” those that we unconditionally 

love but rather extend unconditional 

love to all others.  

 When we pair this basic teaching 

with the Gospel message, we discover 

that if we truly believe in Jesus and live 

the way He showed us to live, we will 

gain the fullness of life (He raised     

Jarius’ daughter from the dead) and 

He also cured the hemorrhage victim. 

When we embrace His way of living, 

we find the fullness of life and we 

come to understand the “meaning and 

purpose of life.” We hear his words     

to the woman  with   the   hemorrhage:  

 

Daughter, it is your faith that has 

cured you.  

 We must remember that faith          

in Jesus is not just an intellectual          

exercise. Faith in Jesus is a chosen 

way of thinking and living. I add the 

term “thinking” because our thinking 

truly dictates the way that we live. 

When I see others as “enemies” or 

judge them because they are not like 

me, I cannot unconditionally love 

them.  

 Life will bring many kinds of people 

into our lives. They are all sent by life 

in order to challenge us to truly         

develop the ability to unconditionally 

love others in the same way that Jesus 

loved all others who came into His life.  

               Does this make sense?  
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WELCOME BISHOP BENEDICT ALEKSIYCHUK  

It is truly a great honor to welcome His 

Grace, Bishop Benedict, to our Parish 

Family and also have him ordain our 

brother in the Lord,       

Leonard Mier, Jr. to the 

diaconate.  

 Bishop Benedict is the 

fifth Bishop of our St.   

Nicholas Eparchy, which 

was established on July 

14, 1991. Our bishops:  
 

Jaroslav Gabro  

(1961—1980) 
 

Innocent Lotocky, OSBM  

(1980 - 1993) 
 

Michael Wiwchar, C.Ss.R.  

(1993 - 2000) 
 

Richard Seminack  

(2003 - 2016) 
 

Venedykt Aleksiychuk 

(2017 – present) 

He was born on January 

16, 1968 in Borshchivka  

village, Kostopil district, 

Rivne region. In 1983 he 

began his studies at Rivne 

medical college and      

completed his degree       

in 1987 as a Physician’s 

Assistant. From 1990 to 

1993 he studied at the 

D rohobyc h  S p i r i tua l       

Seminary. On October 9, 

1991, he was ordained       

a deacon by Bishop        

Kurchaba. On March 29, 

1992 he received his 

priestly ordination from His 

Beatitude Myroslav-Ivan 

(Lyubachivskyi). On May 

13, 1993, he joined the Holy Dormition 

Lavra of the Studite Order. He accepted 

Tonsure on October 13, 1993, and         

received the Little Schema 

on December 31, 1995. In 

1996 he completed a   

Masters of Theology       

Degree at Lublin Catholic 

University. The topic of his 

master’s thesis was 

“Christian spirituality      

according to St. John of 

Kronstadt”. On December 

3 ,  1 9 9 6  h e  w a s            

t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  S t .          

Catharines, Canada with 

the aim to found a         

monastery there. At the 

time, he also served at the 

parishes of Grimsby and 

Beamsville. He returned to 

Ukraine in April 1999,    

after being elected           

hegumen of the Holy      

Dormition Lavra. In May 

2000 he was re-elected 

hegumen and in May 

2005 elected for a third 

term. In October 2004 he 

continued his theological 

studies at Lublin Catholic 

University, completing his 

Licentiate Degree in 2006. 

At the same University,     

on April 18, 2008 he            

defended his PhD thesis on 

the topic “The Superior     

as a Spiritual Father.           

Investigation in the light    

of the works of Saint          

Theodore the Studite.”  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jaroslav_Gabro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Innocent_Lotocky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Wiwchar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C.Ss.R.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Seminack
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venedykt_Aleksiychuk
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THIS IS MY BELOVED SON 

As I suggested in the last issue of this article, I 

would have you read the passages from St. 

Paul’s letters (Romans 12:1-8 and 2 Corinthians 

3:18). In both of these passages we find         

something different about the use of the word 

transfigured. For the first time in the New        

Testament (NT), both the word and the concept 

are not associated with Jesus. Instead, they 

point to the members of the Church, the ones 

who receive the word of instruction. Yet the      

context that connects the usage of these words 

to the Transfiguration of Jesus Christ is            

unmistaken.  In truth, the whole meaning of life 

is “personal transfiguration”, “personal change 

and transformation.” We have been given life 

here on earth to learn how to grow and change 

as children of God - to be children who grow and 

become, in every true sense of the word,         

children of God. That is what life is all about. We 

are here to “GROW” into the beings that God 

intended when He created us. We are not here 

to just exist, suffer and die. We are here to        

become the beings, children of God, that He    

intended, when He created us. Human life on 

earth is about GROWTH - spiritual, emotional, 

psychological, social growth.  

 In the passage from the Epistle to the           

Romans, St. Paul develops the theme of the 

transfiguration of the individual members of the 

church into the body of Christ. It is the same 

theme we find in one of his most famous       

passages, in 1 Corinthians 12, where he reflects 

on the different roles of the members of the 

body, and the different gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

What makes the unity of this ecclesial body     

possible, Paul insists, is baptism and the            

operation of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 

12:13). In the Romans passage he describes the

 

effect of baptism: it makes 

Christians “not conform to 

the world,”  but “be            

t r a n s f i g u r e d ”  f r o m              

individuals to members of 

the body of Christ. The way 

that we grow in our union 

with God is by becoming the 

“body” of Christ, that is       

becoming like Him in the 

world so that His way of      

living influences our world 

and transforms it into the 

Kingdom of God, our Father.  

 Just as Jesus attempted 

to do when He was here on 

earth, we are called to try 

and transform this earthly 

existence into the Kingdom 

of God. This might mean     

only changing one person’s 

life. But that is truly enough. 
What does this mean to you? 
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan 

CONGRATULATIONS  

REVEREND FATHER DEACON LEONARD 
Today we congratulate Leonard Mier, Jr, on the occasion of his 

ordination to the sacred order of deacon. As a deacon he will 

change our way of worship. He will be praying on beyond behalf 

of all the people present. It will mean that two litanies will be 

added to our worship and a few priest-deacon dialogues.  The 

additional petitions, I am sure, will allow us to more fully         

prepare for our reception of the Holy Eucharist. They are truly 

“preparatory” to our reception of the Holy Communion.   

     What does at mean to have a deacon in a parish?  First of 

all, it means that whenever I have to be away from the parish 

he can take my place and conduct a service that distributes         

pre-consecrated Holy Communion. While a deacon cannot           

consecrate Holy Communion, he can distribute it.   

     Further, each week we will serve a portion of the Divine       

Office before the Divine Liturgy. I would ask, therefore, that you be cognizant of 

this and enter quietly. Divine Liturgy will begin, as usual, at 10:00 AM.    

I would remind all that 

we sill be celebrating 

our Patronal Feast 

Day this year several 

weeks later. We will 

celebrate it on Sunday, November 17th. 

Following the Divine Liturgy we will go 

to CARIERA’S ITALIAN RESTAURANT for 

dinner. The restaurant is located on 

westside of Telegraph Road between 

Ford and Warren Roads. Reservations 

are absolutely necessary! There is a 

sign-up sheet located in the vestibule. 

Please take time to make your           

reservation as soon as possible. The      

requested donation is $25 per person.   

 Our arrival time at the restaurant is 

between Noon and 12:30 PM. I would 

also suggest that car pooling might be 

a good idea.  

OUR PATRONAL FEAST DAY CELEBRATION 
Sunday, November 17th 
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ST BASIL’S THOUGHTS ON GENESIS 

I have been sharing some of 

the insights that the creation 

story shares with us. Finally, a 

Christian reading of the text will 

not fail to find Christological 

significance in the creation of 

adam in the divine image. 

Christians believe that the      

historical Christ was the          

incarnate and visible image, 

the eikon, of the invisible God. 

It is difficult not to detect in the 

first adam a prefiguring of this 

Incarnation. Our God is not a 

deity who forever hides Himself 

at a distance from this creation, 

r e m a in in g  in  s p le n d id          

transcendent isolation in the 

heavens, revealing only His will 

to    men   who  function as   His    

ST BASIL THE GREAT 

lowly servants; Hew is a God who shares His 

authority with men. What God did in the first 

adam was by a prophetic sketch of what He 

would do fully and finally in Christ, the last  

Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45). Adam shared the 

divine authority as a servant; Christ partook of 

that authority as aq Son, so that everyone 

marveled that God had given such authority to 

men (Matthew 9:8).  

 These are the true and abiding lessons of 

the creation story. We need not fret if God 

chose to teafch them while leaving intact the 

prescientific cosmology of His first audience. 

Those lessons provided more than enough for 

them to learn, even apart from learning bout 

the intricacies of cloud formation and the        

meteorological existence of the jet stream. 

 It appears from this sacred creation story 

that the world was not created ex nihilo, out 

of nothing, for prior to creation we see that 

water existed and even land, submerged      

beneath the water. It is possible that verse 1 

(“In the beginning God created the heavens 

and the earth”) described the creation of this 

material of water and land in a chaotic and 

unusable state, so that the water and           

submerged land existed because God had just 

created it in a jumbled form. But that is very 

unlikely and even contrary to the text itself.  

 As said before, creating in a state of       

chaos, where everything is tohu and bohu, 

would have been a contradiction in terms, as 

reflected in the clear declaration of Isaiah 

45:18.  

 We must always remember that the       

creation stories were not meant to be 

“history” or scientific truth. 
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INQUIRING MINDS: QUESTIONS FROM MY READERS  

This article has been focused on trying 

to clarify exactly what the Church’s 

teaching is about Jesus Christ. She 

started shaping her doctrinal ideas 

and statements at the Council of      

Nicaea. It was not until Chalcedon, 

however, that we have the final dogma 

clarified.  

 It is our understanding and belief 

that after the Incarnation, what was 

proper to each nature and substance 

in Christ remained intact and both 

were united in one person so that each 

nature acted according to its own   

qualities and characteristics. Like all 

Councils, there are usually a number 

of different sessions. The most          

important session was the fifth         

session In this session the bishops 

published a decree concerning 

the Christian Faith, which must           

be considered as the specific                 

dogmatic decree of the Fourth General 

Council. A special commission,        

consisting of the papal legates, of     

Anatolius of Constantinople, Maximus 

of Antioch, Juvenal of Jerusalem, and 

several others, was appointed to     

draw up this creed or symbol. After 

again approving the decrees and     

symbols of the Councils of Nicaea 

(325), Constantinople (381), and      

Ephesus (431), as well as the teaching 

of St. Cyril against Nestorius and the 

dogmatic epistle of Pope Leo I, the 

document in question declares: 

 We teach . . . one and the same Christ, 

Son, Lord, Only-begotten, known in 

two natures, without confusion,          

without change, without division,       

without separation.  

 So our belief is that Jesus Christ 

was and is fully and completely God 

and fully and completely man and that 

neither his God-nature or human-

nature controls His other nature. So 

when He acts as a man, He truly acts 

as a man and His Godhead does not 

allow Him to do something greater 

than what His human nature would 

allow Him to do. This is important 

since we believe that He reveals to us 

how to live this human life. Therefore 

we have to be able to imitate Him and 

his way of thinking and living.  

 Of course this is a mystery. We 

can’t understand how this is possible. 

That’s why we need faith. Faith allows 

us to accept certain things are real 

even though we can’t understand 

them or prove them to be right. Life, 

however, without faith becomes truly 

meaningless in my estimation. 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11726a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03712a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04670a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09118a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10715a.htm
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St. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church  

6340 Chase Road 

Dearborn, MI 48126 
 

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D. 

Pastor 
 

Rectory: (313) 582-1424 

Cell: (313) 580-4412 

WRuchgy@gmail.com 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sundays @ 10:00 AM  

Ukrainian & English 
 

 

Weekdays @ 8:00 AM 

English 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Penance 

By Appointment 
 

Baptism & Matrimony 

In most instances membership 

required for six months  
 

Funerals  

Membership of an immediate family 

member required 
 

 

 

Parish Life Council 
 

Bob & Corinne Boyko  

734.451.1893 
 

John & Janet Dicky 

586.755.3129 
 

Daria Drobny 

313.791-0292 
 

Robert Krokosky 

248.431.9554 
 

Leo & Mary LaDouceur 

313.278.7378 
 

Gordon Malaniak 

734.564.9817 
 

Leonard Mier 

313.584-6795 
 

Greg & Esther Petrovich 

734.453-4354 
 

 

Rafic Vawter 

313.624.9867 

 

http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org   - and -   Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn 

Sunday, November 3 - 21st Weekend after Pentecost - Tone 4  

       10:00 AM - Diaconal Ordination of Leonard Mier, Jr. 

22nd WEEK AFTER PENTECOST - TONE 5 

Monday, November 4 - Joannicius, Venerable 

       8:0O - Special Intention  

Tuesday, November 5 - Galaction & Episteme, Martyrs 

       No Service Scheduled 

Wednesday, November 6 - Paul the Confessor, Archbishop 

       8:0O - Special Intention  

Thursday, November 7 - 33 Martyrs of Melitene 

       No Service Scheduled 

Friday, November 8 - Michael the Archangel and all Angels 

       8:0O - Special Intention  

Saturday, November 9 - Onesiphorus & Pophryius, Martyrs  

       No Service Scheduled 

Sunday, November 10 - 22nd Sunday after Pentecost - Tone 5 

       10:00 AM - Special Intention of the Parish. 

THE PASTOR WILL BE AWAY 
Saturday November 9th to Monday November 11th 

 I would just remind all of our members that I will be 

in Phoenix Arizona from Saturday to Monday this    

coming week. I have been asked by Father Soutus to 

be the Master of Ceremonies for his 25th Anniversary 

of Priestly Ordination.  

 Father Eugene Halitsky will again substitute for me 

on Sunday November 10th and if there is an            

emergency, I would ask you to call either Father Petriw 

at Our Lady of Perpetual Help or one of the Basilian 

Fathers. If you need assistance in doing this, I will have 

my cell phone with me and will try to be of assistance.  

 Hopefully this will be the last time I will have to be 

away from the parish for some time. I must admit that 

traveling isn’t as easy as it once was and is not much 

fun. Pray for me as I will pray for you. 
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SACRAMENTAL THEOLOGY: THE CYCLE OF LIFE 

The Byzantine theological, liturgical 

and canonical tradition unanimously 

stresses the absolute uniqueness of 

Christian marriage, and bases this     

emphasis upon the teaching of       

Ephesians 5. As a sacrament, or      

mysterion, marriage reflects the union 

between Christ and the Church,         

between Yahweh and 

Israel, and as such can 

be only one - an eternal 

bond, which death itself 

does not destroy. In its 

sacramental nature, 

marriage transfigures 

and transcends both 

fleshly union and        

c o n t r a c t u a l  l e g a l         

association: human love 

is being projected into 

the eternal Kingdom of 

God. Indeed the Church 

stresses the point that a 

couple do not truly 

choose each other but, 

rather, that they accept 

that God and life have 

brought them together because they 

will help each other to achieve           

salvation and eternal life.  

 True Christian marriage requires 

that a couple believes and accepts 

that God has had a hand in bringing 

them together. It is an act of faith, not 

of personal legal commitment. Belief 

that God joins two persons in marital 

union is essential. Faith and belief in 

God’s actions within our lives is at the 

very core of marriage. If a couple can 

come to this belief, there marriage will 

truly be blessed and sanctified.           

Believing that God calls to people to be 

together is much, much stronger than 

two people believing that they have 

chosen each other because of love or 

simple attraction. It is 

essential that married 

couples always ask: 

What part does God play 

in our relationship?  

     Only this basic        

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f      

Christian marriage can 

explain the fact that    

until the tenth century 

no second marriage, 

whether of those             

widowed or of those    

divorced, was blessed in 

church. Referring to the 

custom of “crowning” 

the bridal pair - a feature 

of the Byzantine ritual of 

marriage - a canon       

attributed to Nicephorus the Confessor 

specifies: “Those who enter a second 

marriage are not crowned and are not 

admitted to receive the most pure 

mysteries for two years; those who     

ent er  a  t h i rd  m arr iage  ar e                  

excommunicated for five years.” This 

text merely repeats the earlier           

prescriptions of the canons of Basil the 

Great.            More to follow!   

St. Nicholas Cabasilas 
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BUILDING BLOCKS OF EASTERN CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY 

I ended the last issue of this article by saying that 

we are not “owners” of creation, free to do         

whatever we wish; rather we are its administrators, 

managing the creation for God, the Owner,          

according to His will. We must render account to 

Him for our stewardship. In this modern day and 

age I feel that we have much to account for. We 

are not being good administrators of His creation. 

We, perhaps not personally, are brutalizing His       

creation for our own personal gain.  

 Further, God has made us His prophets in the 

creation: not to “see the future”, but to “see God”; 

to discern and recognize His presence and will 

within creation, to announce it and to accomplish 

it. A prophet is not a fortuneteller, but one who is 

given the gift of recognizing the movements of God 

in the world. This invariably leads the prophet to 

proclaim the consequences of following or ignoring 

God’s will, which is why prophecy is often             

misrepresented as a matter of foretelling the       

future.  

 Third, we are to be the priests of His creation. 

We are to use the creation according to His will; 

and His will is that all things be sacramental:        

recognized and used in a way that glorifies God 

and bring about communion among people and 

with Him. As we use things, we bless and thank 

Him, sanctifying them by sharing them with one 

another. Thus the whole cosmos, which we assume 

in ourselves, sings a hymn of praise to Him and is 

drawn into a communion of life and love.  
 “The glory of God is a human being who is fully 

alive, and the life of such a person consists in       

beholding God...Man is the vessel which receives 

God’s action and all His wisdom and power… As 

those who see light are in the light sharing its        

brilliance, so those who see God are in God sharing 

His glory, and that glory gives them life. To see God 

is to share in life”.  

 

 

 As we fulfill these 

“vocations,” we grow in the 

likeness, creation is        

sanctified and God is        

glorified. God invites us to 

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e             

outpouring of His life and 

love upon creation. 

 As you can surmise, 

this approach to life truly 

changes our way of        

thinking and living. We are 

here as God’s stewards. 

We only serve Him by    

making sure that we       

respect His creation, use it 

wisely and make sure that 

we respect it.  

 Life on earth is more 

than just existing! It is all 

about making God’s      

Kingdom real!    
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Hopefully my readers are     

finding this article helpful as 

they attempt to spiritually 

grow. It is truly my desire to 

help people to spiritually grow 

since I firmly believe that this 

is the primary purpose of     

human life on earth. We are 

here for no other reason. We 

are here to learn how to love 

others unconditionally, and to 

base the way that we live on 

what we believe. This, of 

course, requires personal 

growth and change. Life is all 

about   personal   growth   and  

THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE CHRISTIAN EAST 

change. We have been given this life on earth to 

allow us to confront various challenges which are 

actually opportunities to grow and change. If you 

think life is all about just “being” without change, 

I truly believe you are wrong. Everything in the 

universe reflects “growth” and constant “change.” 

Growth does not come about without “change.” I 

realize, however, that humans are very reticent to 

change. And yet, life demands that we be open to 

change because change brings about “growth”.  

 This means that we have to challenge our 

thinking and ask ourselves: Why have we been 

given earthly existence? What is the meaning of 

this earthly life? Why are we here? What are we 

supposed to achieve during this life?  

 There is one simple response to these        

questions, I believe. We are here to personally, 

spiritually change and grow in our likeness of     

Jesus Christ, the true model of what human          

beings have been created to be like.   

 We are here not to simply exist. We are here 

to work to change who we are - to truly become 

more like the persons God intended when He      

created us.  

 God created us in His image. He infused into 

us the potential to grow in His likeness and,    

therefore, truly become His children. Do you       

realize that this is the main purpose of our life? 

Life is not about “gathering up” a lot of things and 

becoming success. It is all about growing into the 

persons God intended when He created us.     



 

 


