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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND 
On this 22nd weekend after the feast 

of Pentecost our readings are again 

taken from St. Paul’s Letter to the    

Galatians and Luke’s Gospel. Our      

first reading captures some of Paul’s 

final words to the Galatians and are 

very profound. He states: May I never 

boast of anything but the cross of our 

Lord Jesus Christ! Through it, the world 

has been crucified to me and I to the 

world.  

 Would that these words were the 

words on the lips of each of us. They 

express a “way of living” which is so 

very profound. For Jesus taught us 

some of HIs greatest lessons from the 

Cross. He taught us unconditional love 

and forgiveness for others and showed 

us how to embrace the most difficult 

challenges that we have to face in life 

without bitterness or anger. His way of 

meeting the challenges of the Cross 

won Him, as a man, ETERNAL LIFE and 

true union with His Father. He gave us 

an example of HOW TO LIVE! 

 This Epistle reading is joined with 

the Parable of the Good Samaritan 

which again highlights a “way of living” 

that can bring us ETERNAL LIFE.       

Indeed the parable highlights a way of 

living that opens us to be responsive to 

the needs and hurts of others. This 

openness, of course, benefits us even 

more than it does those who are       

hurting and in need. Why? Because it 

mellows our hearts and souls and 

helps us grow in our likeness of God 

Himself, which is the real purpose of 

this earthly existence.  

 What is important to note about 

the parable is that the man who was 

of help to the Jewish victim of a crime 

was a Samaritan, someone who the 

Jewish people rejected. Other Jews, 

even clergy, saw the Jewish victim in 

pain and passed him by. The Good    

Samaritan, however, refused to let the 

man suffer alone and, rather, attended 

to him.  

 We are transformed as people 

when we can put aside our differences 

with others and can accept them and 

be kind to them regardless of how 

they respond to us. This earthly life is 

all about personal transformation and 

spiritual change. Being open to the 

needs of others can help bring about 

this personal transformation. Being 

open to the needs of others can truly 

help us spiritually grow, becoming, in a 

real way, the hands and hearts of     

Jesus in our present world.  
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COURAGE TO PRAY 

Some years ago, Metropolitan Anthony Bloom and 

George LeFebvre wrote a small book called Courage 

to Pray. It is a wonderful book and I would like to 

share some of their thoughts about prayer with my 

readers during this St. Philip’s Fast.  

 Prayer, according to the authors, is the search 

for God, encounter with God, and going beyond this     

encounter in communion. Thus it is an activity, a 

state and also a situation; a situation both with      

respect to God and to the created world. It arises 

from the awareness that the world in which we live 

is not simply two dimensional, imprisoned in the 

categories of time and space, a flat world in which 

we meet only the surface of things, an opaque      

surface covering emptiness. Prayer is born of the 

discovery that the world has depths; that we are not 

only surrounded by visible things but that we are   

also immersed in and penetrated by invisible things. 

And this invisible world is both the presence of God, 

the supreme, sublime reality, and our own deepest 

truth. Visible and invisible are not in opposition        

neither can they be juxtaposed like in an addition 

sum. They are present simultaneously, as fire is    

present in red hot iron. They complete each other in 

a mysterious way which the English writer Charles 

Williams describes as “co-inherence’: the presence 

of eternity in time and the future in the present, and 

also the presence of each temporal moment in     

eternity, past present and future all-at-once            

eschatologically, the one in the other as the tree is 

in the seed. Living only in the visible world is living 

on the surface; it ignores or sets aside not only the 

existence of God but the depths of created being.  It 

is condemning ourselves to perceiving only the 

world’s surface. But if we look deeper we discover at 

the heart of things a point of balance which is their 

finality.There is no inwardness to geometric volume. 

Its finiteness is complete. 

The world of such forms is 

capable of being extended 

but cannot be deepened. 

But the heart of man is 

deep. When we have 

reached the fountainhead 

of life in him we discover 

that this itself springs 

from beyond. The heart of 

man is open to the         

invisible. Not the invisible 

of depth psychology but 

the invisible infinite, God’s 

creative word, God         

Himself.  

 I know that this        

beginning seems esoteric. 

I believe it only sets the 

stage, attempting to bring 

us to the understanding 

that life is much more 

than just the visible things 

we see and touch.  



 

 The Eastern HERALD            page  4 

THIS IS MY BELOVED SON 

Paul shows us what the meaning of the         

Transfiguration is beyond its historical context. 

Although the historical Transfiguration of Jesus 

on Mount Tabor is present in the background of 

his words, Paul chooses to talk about another 

kind of transfiguration of the body of Jesus 

Christ, where the body of Christ is understood in 

a different way. Here he is talking about the 

church as the body of Christ, and the             

Transfiguration of the church into his body. Paul 

is emphatic: The Transfiguration is not an event 

that belongs to the distant past, irrelevant to the 

life of the faithful. Instead, he helps us see      

the Transfiguration event from a different               

perspective: what happens to Christ also         

happens to us, to the Church. This passage 

builds on the connection between Christ and the 

church and it guides us to understand and apply 

the biblical message beyond the confines of     

historical time. 

 In the passage from St. Paul’s second letter 

to the Corinthians we see a stronger connection 

with the Transfiguration story. Here he refers to 

Moses as a “type” or precursor of Jesus and the 

revelation he was given as a preparation for the 

full revelation of God in Christ. Paul talks about 

the transfiguration of the face of Moses in      

Exodus (34:29-35), after Moses’ encounter with 

God on Sinai, a story that is directly related to 

the Transfiguration of Christ. Paul mentions the 

“glory” of the face of Moses, which was a         

reflection of the glory or divine promise of the 

Old Testament. He reminds us that the face of 

Moses had to be covered. According to the       

Exodus narrative, the Israelites could not bear to 

look at his resplendent face directly, and for this 

reason it was covered by a veil. In the story of 

the   Transfiguration,   the  glory  of  the  face  of  

 

Christ is the fulfillment of the 

radiance of the face of       

Moses. The veil is removed 

and the glory of God is         

revealed completely and     

directly. If in the Lord’s 

Transfiguration there is a 

limitation to what can be 

seen, it is not imposed to us 

by God, but by our limited 

nature.  

 St. Paul touches here on 

some of the main themes 

that have been developed 

through the last two         

thousand years regarding 

the spiritual importance of 

the Transfiguration for the 

lives of Christians. Earthly 

life is all about personal 

change and transformation 

or transfiguration.  
THINK ABOUT THIS! 



 

 The Eastern HERALD            page  5 

 

A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan 

OUR PATRONAL FEAST DAY CELEBRATION 
Next Sunday, November 17th 

I would remind all that we sill be celebrating our Patronal Feast 

Day this year several weeks later. We will celebrate it on       

Sunday, November 17th. Following the Divine Liturgy we will go 

to CARIERA’S ITALIAN RESTAURANT for dinner. The restaurant 

is located on westside of Telegraph Road between Ford and 

Warren Roads. Reservations are absolutely necessary! There is 

a sign-up sheet located in the vestibule. Take time to make your reservation as 

soon as possible. The requested donation is $25 per person.   

 Our arrival time at the restaurant is between Noon and 12:30 PM. I would    

also suggest that car pooling might be a good idea.  

WELCOME AGAIN FATHER EUGENE 
I would again extend a big “WELCOME” to Father Eugene 

and my thanks to him for generously offering to            

substitute for me. As many know, I am in Phoenix Arizona 

celebrating Father Hugo Soutus’ 25th Anniversary of 

Priestly Ordination. He asked me to be Master of Ceremonies at their banquet. I 

know that you will, again, extend a warm welcome to Father Eugene and thank 

him for his generous help.   

MANY, MANY THANKS 
I would offer a BIG THANKS to all those who helped make last 

week’s celebration of Reverend Father Deacon Leonard’s       

ordination a big success. There were so many little details that 

had to be attended to and everyone pitched in and helped. I 

know that you all are as proud as I am that we have a vocation 

from our parish. I look forward to sharing my ministry with 

Deacon Leonard and know that He is committed to serve our parish and that of    

Holy Ascension to the best of his ability. His help is truly welcomed. I would entrust 

him to your loving care and prayers.  
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ST BASIL’S THOUGHTS ON GENESIS 

I would continue St. Basil’s 

thoughts on Genesis. I do hope 

that this provides my readers 

with a deeper insight into the 

Creation story contained in the 

Hebrew Old Testament. It is not 

meant to be a “scientific” or 

“factual” presentation of the 

actual creation of the universe.  

 Furthermore, the text 

speaks of God creation “the 

heavens and the earth” - that is, 

everything, not just water and 

land, but all things, both the 

earth and heaven. If we suggest 

that verse one narrates the      

creation of water and            

submerged land, then what 

about the creation of the sun, 

moon  and  stars?  For  the  text 

ST BASIL THE GREAT 

doesn’t say that “God created the water and 

the land,” but rather that He created             

everything - including presumably the sun, 

moon and stars. We see therefore that the 

text will not allow us to insert a creation ex 

nihilo (out of nothing) in verse one, but         

presents us with an already-existing watery 

chaos before creation.  

 This should not surprise us in as ancient a 

document as the Genesis creation stories. All 

ancient creation stories refer to this already-

existing chaos and sea. That is because the 

ancients were singularly disinterested in the 

question of material origins. Rather, they 

were focused upon functionality and            

practical life. It was assumed more or less                   

unreflectively that matter was eternal, and 

that was that.  

 Our modern scientific age defines material 

existence in terms of physical actuality - 

whether or not something takes up space,   

regardless of its function in society. In this 

view, if a tree falls in a forest when no one is 

around, it still makes a sound. It was           

otherwise with the ancients who first read the 

Genesis stories. They defined existence in 

terms of societal function, and if something 

had no function in society, it did not exist in 

any sense worth discussing. That is why every-

thing that existed did not merely come into 

being, but also had a name - the name by 

which its function in society was known. Given 

this understanding of the nature of existence 

(as functional, not physical), it is not               

surprising that the question of whether or not 

things existed prior to their functioning in      

society did not often arise.  
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PRAYERS FOR ST. PHILIP’S FAST 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15th 
O Heavenly King, Comforter, Spirit of 

truth, I ask Your help during these     

coming forty days to focus my efforts 

on preparing for  the Winter               

Theophanies - the feasts of Christmas 

and    Theophany. Help me to make an 

honest effort to open my heart and 

mind so that I may truly celebrate 

these coming feasts as true events in 

my life right now. Help me to             

understand that Jesus IS being born in 

my heart and life right now and that 

He is revealing to me now to live my 

life. Help me to understand that my 

baptism into the Church, like Christ’s 

baptism, is meant to commit me to 

“living” the way Jesus lived. I make this 

prayer to You Who I call Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit. AMEN.    
 

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 16th 
Heavenly Father, today our Church      

remembers Matthew, the Apostle and 

Evangelist. He shares, in the beginning 

chapter of his Gospel, the story of Your 

Son Jesus’ miraculous birth. Help me, 

today, to think about the fact that You, 

my God, out of love for me came into 

our world and took on human flesh in 

order to help me understand how to 

live this life that You have given me. 

Help me to understand that if I try to              

embrace the Jesus way of living, that I 

will grow in my likeness of You and      

fulfill the meaning and purpose of my 

life.  I make this prayer to You Who I 

call Father, Son and Holy Spirit. AMEN.   
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16th 
Heavenly Father, today the Gospel 

reading for the Divine Liturgy exhorts 

me to “trust in God and not in            

possessions.” It further reminds me of 

this: “to whom will all this piled-up 

wealth of yours go? That is the way it 

works with the man who grows rich for 

himself instead of growing rich in the 

sight of God.” Help me Father to take 

these words to heart, especially as I 

experience society around me going 

into a frenzy over buying things for 

Christmas. Things, I know, cannot      

express my love. I can only express my 

love for another by unconditionally   

loving them. Help me to understand 

this. I make this prayer to You Who I 

call Father, Son and Holy Spirit. AMEN.    
 

HOW TO OBSERVE THIS          

PREPARATION TIME 
As with all preparation (fast) periods in 

the Church year, we are reminded of 

the benefit of instilling more “quiet” 

periods in our life, using them to         

reflect upon what we are hoping to       

spiritually accomplish. The Church, 

through its long history, also sees the 

benefit of “fasting” if a person is        

capable of adding that to his/her life. 

Nothing should be seen, however, as 

mandatory. It is God’s desire that we 

“freely” and “voluntarily” embrace a 

life of personal transformation and 

spiritual growth. Why? For our own 

benefit and to become aware of how 

very much He loves us.   
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St. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church  

6340 Chase Road 

Dearborn, MI 48126 
 

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D. 

Pastor 
 

Rectory: (313) 582-1424 

Cell: (313) 580-4412 

WRuchgy@gmail.com 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sundays @ 10:00 AM  

Ukrainian & English 
 

 

Weekdays @ 8:00 AM 

English 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Penance 

By Appointment 
 

Baptism & Matrimony 

In most instances membership 

required for six months  
 

Funerals  

Membership of an immediate family 

member required 
 

 

 

Parish Life Council 
 

Bob & Corinne Boyko  

734.451.1893 
 

John & Janet Dicky 

586.755.3129 
 

Daria Drobny 

313.791-0292 
 

Robert Krokosky 

248.431.9554 
 

Leo & Mary LaDouceur 

313.278.7378 
 

Gordon Malaniak 

734.564.9817 
 

Leonard Mier 

313.584-6795 
 

Greg & Esther Petrovich 

734.453-4354 
 

 

Rafic Vawter 

313.624.9867 

 

http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org   - and -   Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn 

Sunday, November 10 - 22nd Sunday after Pentecost - Tone 5 

       10:00 AM - Special Intention of the Parish. 

23rd WEEK AFTER PENTECOST - TONE 6 

Monday, November 11 - Menas, Victor & Vincent, Martyrs 

       No Service Scheduled 

Tuesday, November 12 - Josaphat, Archbishop 

       No Service Scheduled 

Wednesday, November 13 - John Chrysostom, Archbishop 

       8:0O - Special Intention  

Thursday, November 14 - Philip, Apostle 

       8:0O - Special Intention  

Friday, November 15 - Gurias, Samonas & Habib, Martyrs 

       No Service Scheduled 

Saturday, November 16 - Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist  

       No Service Scheduled 

Sunday, November 17 - 23rd Sunday after Pentecost - Tone 6 

       10:00 AM - Special Intention of the Parish. 

ST. PHILIP’S FAST BEGINS 
Friday, November 15th 

As many are aware, there is a 

fast preparation of 40 days      

before our celebration of the    

Winter Theophanies: Christmas 

and Theophany, the Baptism of 

Jesus by John. While not as       

rigorous as the Great Fast before 

Easter, it is a time of preparation 

and therefore we should make some effort to        

prepare ourselves for the true celebration of these 

important events. Preparation helps us come to a 

deeper are truer understanding of these events 

which, we believe, are taking place right now since 

there is no time in eternal and everything is present.  

 I would encourage all to make an effort to use 

these 40 days for spiritual growth.  
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SACRAMENTAL THEOLOGY: THE CYCLE OF LIFE 

Absolute uniqueness, as the norm of 

Christian marriage which I wrote about 

in the last issue of this article, is also 

affirmed in the fact that in Byzantine 

canon law it is strictly required from 

clergy; a man who was married twice, 

or was married to a widow or a          

divorcee, is not eligible for ordination 

to the diaconate or to 

the priesthood. But        

laymen, after a period         

of penitence and              

abstention from the    

s a c r a m e n t s ,  a r e              

re-admitted to full      

communion with the 

Church, even after a   

s e c o n d  o r  t h i r d            

marriage. It must be 

pointed out that when 

our Church came into 

communion with the 

W e s t e r n  C a t h o l i c 

Church, there was an 

absolute assistance that 

we accepted their way 

of looking at marriage. 

So this approach no longer is the case.  

 The Byzantine tradition was that 

there was an understanding and       

toleration that was extended to people 

when they could not agree to             

remaining single,  or would like to have 

a second chance to build up a true 

Christian marr iage. Obviously,            

Byzantine tradition approaches the 

problem of remarriage - after            

widowhood or divorce in terms of      

penitential discipline. Marriage, as a 

sacrament, implies the bestowing of 

God’s grace; but this grace, to be       

effective, requires human cooperation.  

This is true of all the sacraments, but 

particularly of baptism, whose fruits 

can be dispersed through sin and       

then restored through           

repentance. In the case 

of marriage, which       

presupposes personal 

understanding and      

truly psychological        

adjustment, Byzantine 

tradition accepts the 

possibility of an initial 

mistake, as well as the 

fact that single life, in 

cases of death or the 

simple absence of the 

partner, is a greater evil 

than remarriage for 

those who cannot “bear” 

it.  

     So you see the early 

Church and the Eastern 

Church has a more real understanding 

of human nature and doesn’t place 

“religious rules” in the way of bringing 

people to a real relationship with God. 

We, however, because we are Catholic, 

have agreed to accept the Western 

Church’s stance on marriage. Right or 

Wrong? That is not the question! What 

does it mean to be in union with        

another Christian Community.  

St. Nicholas Cabasilas 
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BUILDING BLOCKS OF EASTERN CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY 

In the Byzantine tradition, the tradition that our 

Church subscribes to, the human being, who           

reflects God, is three-dimensional: composed of 

body, soul (mind) and spirit (heart), just as God is 

“tri-personal”: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. This does 

not imply three “parts,” nor is it the pagan Greek 

philosophical concept that a person has a soul and 

body. Rather the Tradition understands that our 

whole being encompasses physical, mental/

emotional and spiritual aspects. The whole being is 

intended to share in the holiness of God in               

fulfillment of the divine plan.  

 Just as there is a revealed order in the divine 

Trinity: the Father as Source, the Son as begotten, 

the Spirit as proceeding: in a similar way there is 

meant to be a God-given order in human nature. 

Our “bodily/fleshly” dimension is created to be     

subject to our “mind/soul” dimension. These in 

turn are meant to function under the direction of 

our “spirit/heart”, which is in turn subject to the 

Holy Spirit. 

 Thus, according to Genesis, all creation would 

exist in a union and communion of life and love 

with God, and we as human beings would have the 

central tole, as His image and with the potential to 

grow in His likeness, acting as His stewards,    

prophets and priests. 

 Hopefully my readers can see how closely the 

Byzantine tradition connects its vision of humanity 

with its vision of God. This approach to humankind, 

I believe, is much healthier and uplifting.  

 God is the Giver of Life. He is the model of our 

nature. Each of us - and everything in us - is          

oriented toward Him. Cut off from Him, we have no 

life.  A flower uprooted from the soil looks beautiful 

for a while, but is in fact dying or dead, for it has 

been cut off from the very source that gives it life. 

A person on a respirator is “alive” - but  is  this   the  

 

 

kind of life we would want 

for ourselves? 

 God dared to grant us 

humans “free will” so that 

we might freely return His 

love. This means that we 

have the ability to try and 

find life on our own, to do 

our own thing, , to make 

our own meaning and to 

even attempt to become 

god in our own way.  

 This, however, only 

leads to tragedy since we 

lose a sense of the true 

meaning and purpose of 

life. Ask yourself: What is 

the purpose of my life? Is it 

something I can achieve on 

my own? Do I realize that 

my loving Father wants to 

help me?    
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The Byzantine approach to 

spiritual life, which is the way 

that we Ukrainian Greco-

Catholic Christians approach 

spirituality, is all about       

coming to an understanding 

that we are here on earth to       

respond to the challenges of 

life which bring about          

spiritual growth. Each          

challenge that life present us 

is an opportunity for us to 

learn how to live the way that 

Jesus lived.  

 The true goal of this       

earthly existence is to help us 

THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE CHRISTIAN EAST 
love, respect and accept all other persons           

regardless of how they respond to us. When we 

grow in our ability to do this, we grow in our        

likeness of God Himself as manifested in the    

Person of Jesus Christ.   

 Hopefully you, my readers, are coming to a 

deeper understanding of the meaning and         

purpose of life on earth. We are put here to 

GROW in our likeness of Jesus Christ Who is the 

model of what it means to be human. We truly 

have no other purpose being here although it 

seems that life distracts us from this essential 

fact. So many people think that life is about 

“amassing things” or “reputations” or even 

“raising kids for the next generation.” ITS NOT. 

We are here to grow as spiritual beings. There is 

no other more important goal in life. We truly 

delude ourselves if we think that life is about    

anything more than “spiritual growth.” I know 

that it is easy to think that there are other        

reasons why we are here. THERE ARE NOT. Think 

about it! Life is not about things! Life is not even 

about family! Life is about you and your             

relationship with God. Things and family and 

meant to only help you solidify your relationship 

with God and to allow you the opportunity to 

grow in your relationship with God. This earthly 

life and family are not the “purpose” of this life. 

Why? Because life goes on beyond this life and 

this earthly life is but one portion of a life of    

eternal growth and our relationship with God.    



 

 


