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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND 
On this 23rd weekend after the feast 

of Pentecost, our readings are taken 

from St. Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 

and Luke’s version of the parable of 

the foolish rich man. Both readings 

present, I believe, a very poignant 

message.  

 Now it seems certain that Paul’s 

letter not specifically addressed to the 

Ephesians. He had labored there for 

well over two years and would hardly 

have written so impersonally to a    

community with which he was          

intimately acquainted. His words do 

present his clear understanding, I     

believe, of what he believes about 

God’s actions among humans through 

the Person of Jesus. He states that 

God, because of his great for us, 

brought us to life with Christ and that 

by this favor has saved us. He then 

continues by stating that: it is owing to 

His favor that salvation is ours through 

faith.  

 Think about this. This is not      

something that Jesus actually 

preached. It is what Paul deduced     

after he thought about God’s actions 

through Jesus Christ. I truly believe 

that Paul saw the revelation that God 

has given us through Jesus.  

 In so many ways Paul’s ideas are 

quite compatible with the parable of 

the foolish Rich Man. The parable was 

told by Jesus in response to someone 

asking him to tell his brother to give 

him his share of their inheritance.  

 Christ replies: Avoid greed in all its 

forms. A man may be wealthy but his 

possessions do not guarantee him life. 

 The parable highlights the fact that 

a man had been blessed with a very 

good harvest. A harvest so good that 

he decided to build new grain  bins 

and then just to live for himself and his 

own pleasure. He said to himself that 

because of all of his possessions he 

would just relax, eat heartily, drink well 

and enjoy himself. He didn’t give one 

thought to the meaning and purpose 

of his life.  

 Jesus then said: God said to him, 

you fool! This very night your life shall 

be required of you. To whom will all 

this piled-up wealth go? That is the 

way that it works with the man who 

grows rich for himself instead of     

growing rich in the sight of God.  

 We must ask ourselves, Am I trying 

to grow rich in the sight of God? What 

does this really mean? We do well to 

think about this message. Do we truly 

have faith in Jesus Christ?   
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COURAGE TO PRAY 

  As I shared in the last issue of this article, the heart 

of man is open to the invisible. Not the invisible of 

depth psychology but the invisible infinite, God’s    

creative word, God Himself. Returning ourselves        

to the work of connected with the invisible is thus 

not a synonym for introversion but for emerging     

beyond the limits of our limited selves. Saint John 

Chrysostom said ‘when you discover the door of your 

heart you discover the gate of heaven.’  

 What do these words of St. John mean to you? 

Do you realize that there is a door to your heart? 

That is there is always something within our lives 

that allow us to open ourselves to new ways of 

thinking and understanding ourselves and God. This 

discovery of our own depths goes together with the 

recognition of the depths in others. Each has his 

own immensity. The word “immensity” is used           

on purpose. It means that the depth cannot be         

measured, not because it is too great for our          

measurements to reach it, but because its quality is 

not subject to measurement at all. The immensity of 

our vocation is to share the divine nature, and in   

discovering our own depths we discover God, whom 

we could call our invisible neighbor, the Spirit, 

Christ, the Father. We also discover God’s              

immensity and eternity in the world about us. And 

this is the beginning of prayer, the recognition of the 

three-dimensional world of time, space and a stable 

but ever changing depth.  

 I don’t know what my readers have understood 

about all this. All this says that there is much more 

to us as human beings than we are initially aware 

of. Most of us don’t spend time thinking about       

ourselves, how we function and the thinking          

patterns that predominate our lives. Why? Because 

most of us are so very busy just “living” that we 

don’t think about the things that really drive the way 

we respond to the various 

challenges and events of 

life. Most people seem     

to truly function on an    

unconscious level, that is 

some thoughts and ideas 

drive us to react the way 

that we do but were not 

even aware of what those 

things are.  

 Prayer hopefully helps 

us find the depths in our 

lives and helps us to come 

to an understanding of the 

things that compel us to 

think and act the way that 

we do and to find a God 

who is not restricted by 

our own limited and rigid 

perceptions and ideas. We 

cannot completely know 

God and yet, too often, 

we, with our puny minds 

think we know Him.  
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THIS IS MY BELOVED SON 

I ended the last issue of this article with sharing 

the fact that one of the spiritually importance 

things about the Transfiguration for the lives of 

Christians has to do with the nature of the 

change that occurred on the top of that “high 

mountain.” Jesus did not change who He was; 

He was God before, during and after His            

transfiguration, as He was during His entire       

ministry, fully divine and fully human. What 

changed was the perceptive capacity of the 

apostles. Each of them was given the grace to 

see and hear differently, and because of that 

they were able to see Jesus in a different way. 

To the extent that Transfiguration means a 

change of something into something that it        

was not before the change, the actual            

transfiguration happened in Peter, John and 

James and not in Jesus.  

 This is something that St. Paul understands 

clearly. He considers the Transfiguration of       

Jesus as a prefiguration, a “mirror” of the        

human condition and he places us against the 

mirror (another of his recurring themes,                

reminding us of how we see God “in a mirror, 

dimly in 1 Corinthians 13) as a way to begin our 

own transfiguration into the image and the glory 

of God. The phrase “we are being transfigured 

into the same image from glory to glory” with 

which he concludes this passage is one that      

encapsulates in a few words the mystery and 

the nature of our salvation and our way into the 

light of God.  

 The passages from the epistles of St. Paul, as 

well as the passage from 2 Peter, reflect a        

practical and direct exhortation toward the 

Christian life. This is where the historical event 

meets the life of every Christian. These           

passages  help  us    relate   the   mystery of  the 

 

Transfiguration of Christ     

directly to our lives.  

 Again, all the events in the 

life of Christ carry a   message 

for us. Why? Because He is 

the living revelation of the   

Father to us about the        

meaning and purpose of     

human life.  

 There is a practical        

explanation for why we        

d iscover the sp i r i tual        

meaning in the theology of 

the Transfiguration in this way 

- as St. Paul and St. Peter     

reflect on the event in in the 

Gospels. These letters were 

written in order to address 

certain religious problems 

that were part of the Christian 

communities were facing.  
What message is God giving you 

through the Scriptures?  
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan 

OUR PATRONAL FEAST DAY CELEBRATION 
Today Sunday, November 17th 

Today we celebrate our Patronal Feast Day - St. Michael the 

Archangel and all the angelic host. When our parish was     

founded in 1952. At that time it was put under the patronage 

of St. Michael the Archangel. This feast day has been               

celebrated ever since as the patronal feast of our community. 

We join today, after the Divine Liturgy, at Carieras Italian        

Restaurant in celebration of this event. Hopefully all have reservations.  

FEAST DAY 
Thursday, November 21st 

Divine Liturgy at 7:00 PM 

This coming Thursday we celebrate 

Mary’s Entrance into the Temple. This 

is one of our 12 major feasts. It         

recounts the event of Joachim and   

Anna dedicating Mary to the Lord after 

giving birth to her very late in life. It 

was an act of THANKSGIVING to God 

for granting them a child.  

 I will celebrate an evening Liturgy 

that day and will also commemorate 

this feast on the weekend. Make the 

day special by offering a prayer to 

Mary for her help and guidance not 

only for you, but also for our parish.   

A CALL TO HOLINESS 
As we observe the St. Philip’s Fast, 

which is a preparation period before 

the Winter Feasts, we gain yet another 

aspect of our call to holiness.  

 The call to holiness involves      

making certain religious practices 

such as “fasting,” “daily prayer” and 

“good deeds.” These help to shape our 

thinking and lives.  

 It is important to note, however, 

that they must be practices which we 

freely and voluntarily WANT to include 

in our lives. They should not be         

included in our lives as a matter of 

“obligation” but, rather out of a real 

desire to spiritually grow. The Church 

has, for more than two thousand 

years, found that such practices can 

be truly helpful in helping us to grow 

spiritually and to grow in our            

LIKENESS of God   (Continued on page 8) 

 

Don’t make friends who are                

comfortable to be with. Make friends 

who will force you to                               

lever yourself up  
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PRAYERS FOR ST. PHILIP’S FAST 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17th 
Heavenly Father, today the Gospel      

reading for the Divine Liturgy exhorts me 

to “trust in God and not in possessions.” 

It further reminds me of this: “to whom 

will all this piled-up wealth of yours go? 

That is the way it works with the man 

who grows rich for himself instead of 

growing rich in the sight of God.” Help 

me Father to take these words to heart, 

especially as I experience society around 

me going into a frenzy over buying 

things for Christmas. Things, I know, 

cannot express my love. I can only       

express my love for another by            

unconditionally  loving them. Help me to 

understand this. I make this prayer to 

You Who I call Father, Son and Holy    

Spirit. AMEN.  
 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18th 
Heavenly Father, I ask Your help in           

making this time of preparation a        

spiritual time. It is so easy to slip into 

the frenzy of people preparing, through 

the purchase of “things”, to celebrate      

Christmas. Christmas is not about giving 

people I love things. It is about letting 

them know that I believe that God        

revealed, though His Son, how to live 

this earthly life. Help me to share the 

true meaning of Christmas to the people 

I love. Help me to share with them my   

belief that God so loves us that He sent 

His only-begotten Son into our world to 

show us how to live. Help me to            

seriously embrace my faith. I make this 

prayer to You Who I call Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit. AMEN.  
 

 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19th 
Heavenly Father, I have only begun this 

preparation for the winter theophanies – 

the events in history where You showed 

Yourself through the Person of Jesus 

Christ. These events tell me of Your 

great love for me. They highlight the fact 

that You realized that to put me into a 

world which does not clearly recognize 

the meaning and purpose of life, You 

needed to help me understand earthly 

life’s meaning. I thank you for this gift. 

Truly this earthly life is all about learning 

how to respond to life’s challenges in 

the way that Your Son Jesus did. In His 

way of responding to challenges there is 

salvation. Thank You for the gift of Your 

Son. I make this prayer to You Who I call 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. AMEN. 
 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20th 
Heavenly Father help me get so 

wrapped up in the worldly preparation 

for Christmas that I entirely miss its true 

meaning. Help me to understand that 

what I celebrate is the fact that You 

came into the world as the Person of 

Jesus to show me how to live and to    

realize that I now and the vehicle You 

can use to be born in the world. I do this 

when I embrace the Jesus way of living. 

Since I, like the human person Jesus 

was created in Your IMAGE and called to 

grow in Your LIKENESS, the meaning of 

my life is to bring You into the world as 

He did by the way I live. When I live like 

Your child, You are born again. I make 

this prayer to You Who I call Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit. AMEN.    



 

 The Eastern HERALD            page  7 

PRAYERS FOR ST. PHILIP’S FAST 

THURSDAY, NOVBEMBER 21st 
Heavenly Father, today the Church        

celebrates the Entrance of Mary into the 

House of the Lord.  This feast parallels 

the Entrance of Jesus into the House of 

the Lord. The meaning of these two 

feasts is that, by the action of their     

parents, Mary and Jesus were initiated 

into a “godly” way of living - into a way of 

living that made God real in their world. 

Help me to remember that my parents 

brought me to Church - the House of the 

Lord - and “initiated me” into the Jesus 

way of living. Help me to truly live what 

my entrance into the House of the Lord 

meant and means. Help me to honor the 

choice of my parents on my behalf. I 

make this prayer to You Who I call       

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. AMEN.  

 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22nd 

Heavenly Father, as I think about the 

fact that I, like Mary and Jesus, were      

initiated into a way of living that makes 

God real in my life gives God a way of 

truly being more present in our world, I 

realize that I am called to exercise an 

important role in Creation. I am called to 

bear witness to the reality of a Loving 

God Who has spared nothing in order to 

express His love for me. All the events 

that I am preparing to celebrate are     

connected directly with my own life. 

Help me to grow in my awareness of this 

and to voluntarily embrace the way of 

living that God revealed to me through 

these events. I make this prayer to You 

Who I call Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

AMEN.  

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23rd  
Heavenly Father, help me to grow in my 

understanding of the events I am        

preparing to celebrate, that is the      

THEOPHANIES or MANIFESTATIONS God 

has made of Himself. Through these 

God revealed that He is present in His 

creation and in my life. Its a matter of 

me growing in my awareness of this. I 

know I have a “free choice” and that God 

will never force me to embrace a “godly 

way of living” or scare me into              

embracing such a way out of fear of 

punishment. This would negate His act 

of granting me free will. He desires only 

that I recognize His love for me and 

freely return His love by living in a way 

that expresses this love. I make this 

prayer to You Who I call Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit. AMEN.  
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24TH 

Heavenly Father, I will hear today in the 

Gospel that is read during our Divine    

Liturgy, that Christ healed the stooped 

woman on the Sabbath and was         

condemned for His actions. Help me 

never to take such a rigid and simplistic 

approach to my religion. In truth there is 

a wrong time to do an act of kindness 

for others. Our faith never puts             

restrictions on kindness and when kind 

acts can be performed. In fact, Sunday 

is probably the most appropriate day of 

the week to perform acts of kindness. It 

is the Lord’s day. Help me today to       

extend an act of kindness to at least one 

other person. I make this prayer to You 

Who I call Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

AMEN. 



 

 The Eastern HERALD            page  8 

 

St. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church  

6340 Chase Road 

Dearborn, MI 48126 
 

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D. 

Pastor 
 

Rectory: (313) 582-1424 

Cell: (313) 580-4412 

WRuchgy@gmail.com 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sundays @ 10:00 AM  

Ukrainian & English 
 

 

Weekdays @ 8:00 AM 

English 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Penance 

By Appointment 
 

Baptism & Matrimony 

In most instances membership 

required for six months  
 

Funerals  

Membership of an immediate family 

member required 
 

 

 

Parish Life Council 
 

Bob & Corinne Boyko  

734.451.1893 
 

John & Janet Dicky 

586.755.3129 
 

Daria Drobny 

313.791-0292 
 

Robert Krokosky 

248.431.9554 
 

Leo & Mary LaDouceur 

313.278.7378 
 

Gordon Malaniak 

734.564.9817 
 

Leonard Mier 

313.584-6795 
 

Greg & Esther Petrovich 

734.453-4354 
 

 

Rafic Vawter 

313.624.9867 

 

http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org   - and -   Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn 

Sunday, November 17 - 23rd Sunday after Pentecost - Tone 6 

       10:00 AM - Special Intention of the Parish 

24th WEEK AFTER PENTECOST - TONE 7 

Monday, November 18 - Plato & Roman, Martyrs 

       No Service Scheduled 

Tuesday, November 19 - Obadiah, Prophet 

       8:0O - Special Intention  

Wednesday, November 20 - Gregory the Decapolite, Venerable 

       No Service Scheduled 

Thursday, November 21 - Entrance of Mary into the Temple 

       7:00 PM - Special Intention  

Friday, November 22 - Philemon & Others, Apostles 

       No Service Scheduled 

Saturday, November 23 - Amphilochius & Gregory, Bishops  

       No Service Scheduled 

Sunday, November 24 - 24th Sunday after Pentecost - Tone 7 

       10:00 AM - Special Intention of the Parish. 

(Continued from page 5 - Call to Holiness) 

as made manifest in the Person of 

Jesus, the Christ.  

 When we engage in religious      

practices, we are reminded of our 

relationship with God and the      

meaning and purpose of life. They 

cause us to think about why we are 

here on earth and the sole purpose of earthly        

existence. Life on earth is not just an accident. There 

is a reason why God put us on earth and why He   

created us as He did, namely beings that are in His 

IMAGE and have the potential to grow in His        

LIKENESS.  

 I know that you have heard these words  from me 

over and over again. I feel that they cannot be       

repeated too often since the words of our society 

seem to drown out such thoughts. 
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ST BASIL’S THOUGHTS ON GENESIS 

In this article I am still sharing 

Basil the Great’s interpretation 

of the book of Genesis. He     

undertook this explanation of 

this important text because 

even the Christians of his day 

seemed to misinterpret the true 

meaning of the book. It is not 

history. It is not a revealed     

account of how God actually 

went about creating of all      

creation. It is not in conflict with 

modern scientific theory. It     

defined existence in terms of 

societal function.  

 The cop-eternity of matter 

and deity of course depended 

upon a fairly low view of the 

gods, which is exactly what the 

pagans   had   (from  the Jewish  

ST BASIL THE GREAT 

and Christian point of view). I The pagan gods, 

even though able to create the world, still 

came into being as the children of other 

breeding gods; they could be killed and had to 

work and be fed. Given this understanding of 

the divine nature, it was not surprising to find 

the view that the gods were co-equals of     

matter and co-eternal with it. In Israel,        

however, there was from the start a different 

view of God and of His divine nature. God had 

no consort (as the pagan gods often did), no 

equal. He did not need sacrifices to thrive 

(Psalm 50:12-13 protests such a notion), He 

did not come into being through other gods 

breeding, and He cannot be killed. Such a     

revolutionary view of the divine nature could 

not fail to influence the question of creation.  

 Like their neighbors, Israel did not at first 

ask the question about whether or not matter 

had always existed, but shared with them a 

complete indifference to the question. That is 

why we read in the Genesis narrative about a 

watery chaotic abyss in a state of tohu before 

God began to create. But eventually Israel’s 

exalted and sublime view of God’s power and 

nature brought the question to the fore, and 

when that happened, they answered it by      

saying that of course God created the world 

out of nothing. We see this answer reflected 

in 2 Maccabees 7:28: “I beseech you, my 

child, to look at the heaven and the earth and 

see everything that is in them, and recognize 

that God did not make them out of things that 

existed.” The ancients did not really              

understand the question about whether or not 

nonfunctional matter was eternal, and so they 

did not ask it.                  To be continued. 
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BUILDING BLOCKS OF EASTERN CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY 

  We were created with a God-given order to our 

human nature. Our body was to take life from the 

soul, our soul from the spirit, and our spirit from 

god’s Spirit. However, because of free will, humans 

are prone to attempt to find life on their own, apart 

from God. Our fleshly nature often goes its own 

way: the forbidden fruit looks good. The body 

craves something and tells the mind that there is 

life in it. Our minds easily follow the dictates of our 

bodies. We are created in this way, however, so 

that we can freely come to return God’s love. If we 

do not have challenges, we will not change. Life is 

about personal change and therefore any of the 

tendencies that are within us as human beings are 

only meant to challenge us to use our minds and 

hearts to guide our lives and not just our human 

tendencies or instincts.  

 This is not an evil thing. Indeed, God wants us 

to freely choose “spiritual life” and “Him” over our 

base human tendencies. But we have to freely do 

this. If He were to force us, then we would not be 

free and would not have the opportunity to freely 

return His love and embrace personal change and 

transformation.  

 Now a whole lot of people say they would like it 

to be different and yet, if their free will was taken 

from them, they would never cease to complain. 

Being free is a great gift. Freedom can, however, 

lead us astray from the true meaning and purpose 

of life. That’s the challenge! That’s the wonderful 

gift that God gives us.  

 The solution, of course, is to freely choose to 

embrace a life that is lived in accord with the true 

meaning and purpose of human life as God          

intended when He created it. How do we know its 

true meaning and purpose? We look to Jesus, the 

Christ, Who reveals to us how to think and live this 

earthly life and achieve its meaning and purpose.   

 

 When we freely choose 

to embrace the Jesus Way 

of Living, we become true 

children of God and find 

the true happiness that 

comes with being children 

of God. All of creation is 

opened to us. We see our 

relationship to God, others 

and all creation in a         

different way - a way that 

truly brings life instead of 

heartache, confusion and 

doubt. We come to know 

what the true purpose of 

life is and that brings us a 

certain amount of true and 

real contentment and 

peace.  

 So, what do you want 

for your life? What will 

bring you true peace?  



 

 The Eastern HERALD            page  11 

 

 

 

The Weekly Newsletter of Very Reverend Canon Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D. 
Vol. 65  No 46      23rd  WEEKEND AFTER PENTECOST           November 16-17, 2019 

This article, like several in my 

Bulletin, seems to morph into 

many different forms. This is 

probably because it is not 

easy to truly capture the true 

essence of human spirituality.  

 There are some things, 

however, that are clear. True 

spirituality doesn’t mean     

following rules and laws. True 

spirituality requires that         

we freely and voluntarily           

embrace a way of living that 

is directly connected to the 

Jesus way of living. It means 

learning how to love all others  

THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE CHRISTIAN EAST 
unconditionally, regardless of how they treat us  

or respond to us.  

 Think about this. If we can learn to think and 

live this way, we are transformed - we personally 

grow and become more like a child of our God.  

 How can I say this? Because I truly believe 

that Jesus is God’s gift to us, showing us how to 

live this human life.  

 Of course we have to truly believe that Jesus 

lived the way that He did because He freely and 

voluntarily embraced that way of living. He did 

not live the way that He did because He was also 

God. 

 This is why, I believe, our dogma about Jesus 

is so very important. Our belief is that Jesus was 

truly and fully God and, at the same time, truly 

and fully human and that His Divine Nature did 

not dictate how He embraced human life. If it 

did, then He could not be a model for us. He, as 

a human being, heard the same thing that we 

hear: We are created in God’s IMAGE and        

have been given the potential to grow in His           

LIKENESS. 

 This, of course, is at the core of Eastern       

spirituality. We must always remember what St. 

Peter first wrote and which St. Athanasius later 

asserted, namely that God became man in order 

that man might become God.  

 I know that many people are afraid of these 

words because they don’t fully understand them. 

The clue is that we BECOME LIKE GOD, not God.    



 

 


