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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND 
On this 24th weekend after Pentecost, 

our readings are again taken from St. 

Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians and 

Luke’s version of the cure of the 

stooped woman on the Sabbath. Paul 

writes about the fact that God, by   

coming as the Person Jesus, revealed 

that all humans are the part of the 

same human family. All humans are 

united in Christ. Paul writes: In his own 

flesh, Christ abolished the law with its 

commands and precepts, to create in 

himself a new man from us who had 

been two and to make peace,           

reconciling both of us to God in one 

body through His cross, which put that 

enmity to death.  

 This emphasizes the fact that since 

God assumed a human nature, that all 

humans are made in His image as 

seen in the Person of Jesus. Therefore 

we see all other humans as either 

brothers or sisters. Race, ethnicity or 

religious affiliation do not separate us.  

 When you think about this, this 

was a true revolutionary idea             

especially at the time of Jesus. There 

were great divisions between humans.  

 The Gospel message harmonizes 

with Paul’s words in as much as        

Jesus cast aside the “commands”     

and “precepts” which would have             

demanded that He not cure the      

woman on the Sabbath.  

 Jesus was stressing the fact that if 

we allow “commands” or “precepts” to 

get in the way of unconditionally loving 

others, the commands and precepts 

are wrong. Our religion calls us first to 

establish a real relationship with all 

other humans so that we might be 

able to have a relationship with God. 

Why? Because God is within each and 

every human person whether that     

person realizes it or not.  

 Growing in the LIKENESS of Jesus 

means that we have to develop the 

same attitude about other humans 

that Jesus had. All others are truly our 

neighbors - not just those we choose to 

be our neighbors. When we do this, we 

are no longer stooped over but stand 

up straight in the sight of God.   
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THE FEAST OF MARY’S ENTRANCE INTO THE TEMPLE 

The origin of this feast can be found in 

the Protevangelion of James. Mary 

was brought to the Temple by Joachim 

and Anne at the age of three to be 

consecrated to the service of God.   

Preceded by young girls with lighted 

candles ( often shown in this icon), she 

entered into the Holy of Holies. 

The account tells that Mary danced 

before the Ark of the Covenant. In 

Archbishop Raya's book Theotokos  he 

says: We are totally convinced that 

Mary's supreme dignity as future   

Bearer of God merits her not only to 

enter the Temple but to penetrate to 

the most sacred place of the Temple, 

the "Holy of Holies." This part of the 

temple is called the "Holy of Holies" 

because it contained the "Shekhina," 

the glory of God, with the Manna, the 

Rod of Aaron, and the Tablets of the 

Ten Commandments. Mary was no 

mere receptacle of signs and symbols, 

as was the Temple. She was more  

sacred and holier because she was to 

contain Glory Himself. 

 The theme of the feast and the 

Icon of the Entrance of the Theotokos 

into the Temple is that this historic 

event marks the end of the physical 

Temple of the Old testament and is 

the beginning of the salvation plan for 

all humanity. Mary is the new Temple 

or tabernacle of the presence of God! 

She is the first to be a "Temple of the 

Holy Spirit" and at Great Vespers the 

cantor chants: Today let us, the      

faithful,  dance  for  joy,  singing to the  

Lord with Psalms and hymns,             

venerating His hollowed Tabernacle, 

the living Ark, that contained the Word 

who cannot be contained. For she, a 

young child in the flesh, is offered in 

wondrous fashion to the Lord, and with 

rejoicing Zacharias the Great High 

Priest receives her as the dwelling of 

God. 

 Allusions are made to this feast in 

the fifth century; however, it took       

several hundred years before it was 

universally observed in the East. From 

the sermons of the Patriarchs               

of Constantinople Germanus and            

Tarasius, commemorating this feast, it 

can be inferred that the feast of the 

Entrance was established in the eighth 

century. The Sinai Gospel of the eighth 

century, which Emperor Theodosius III 

donated to the Sinai monastery,       

mentions  the feast of the Entrance 

among the twelve feasts. This feast is 

found in the Greek menaions (Books of 

Feast Services) of the ninth century. It 

finally became universally accepted in 

that century.    
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THIS IS MY BELOVED SON 

I suggested in the last issue of this article, that 

that the early Christians were l concerned with 

the story of Jesus and the revelation of the    

Kingdom of God, and more with our spiritual 

struggle in this world. The Church, recognizing 

this distinction, has always placed the liturgical 

reading of the epistles  before the reading of the 

Gospel. St. Paul and St. Peter help to explain the 

broader, everyday, spiritual meaning of the 

event depicted for history in the Gospel texts. 

Liturgically, then, we are prepared to offer          

ourselves to be transfigured into the body of 

Christ at the same time we prepare to receive 

his own transfigured and resurrected body. The 

kingdom of God may lie just ahead, and it may 

be offered to us as freely and unconditionally as 

the light of God and the grace of the Holy Spirit 

was given to Peter, John, and James, but pour 

entire life on earth can be spent trying to hold 

on to a moral of this free gift of love.  

 Examining the Transfiguration story in the 

Gospels of Mark, Matthew, Luke and the letters 

of Paul, as well as the resonance between the 

Transfiguration story and John’s Gospels, we 

gain a certain appreciation for the revelation of 

Jesus Christ in Scripture. St Maximos the        

Confessor, one of the most important             

theologians of the medieval church, wrote that 

the garments of Christ, which became               

resplendent at his Transfiguration, were          

symbolic of the pages of the Gospel as they will 

become clear to us at the end of time. For       

Maximos, this deep connection between the 

Gospel and Christ became apparent in the      

divine light of the Transfiguration.  

 Christians of all denominations look to the 

Bible as an indispensable base of this faith. Yet 

this is a living faith. The  Bible  is not received as 

 

a stagnant document, but as 

one of the most important 

guides that reveal to us Jesus 

Christ as the living God         

and witness his continuous       

presence in the Church. The 

Transfiguration story explores 

in a few lines the limits of his 

presence and revelation 

through Scripture, and the way 

this revelation affects all   

Christians whose life is        

transfigured in prayer. It is a 

story with many levels, and it 

can show us how deep the     

re elation of Christ is. 

 What are your thoughts 

about the Transfiguration of 

Christ? What does it reveal to 

you? Does it have any         

message for you? It is a part 

of our religious heritage. What 

does it mean to you?  
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan 

THE NEW LIFE 
I have decided to 

change, for a while, 

the focus of this    

Bulletin Article. I    

realized that I have 

shared, over and 

over again, the fact 

that we humans are 

created in the IMAGE of God and given 

the potential to grow in His LIKENESS 

as manifested in the Person of Jesus. 

NEW LIFE comes to us when we finally 

understand this. It changes our life. So, 

I will begin sharing some more 

thoughts first about the IMAGE and 

later about the LIKENESS.  

 The relationship of the IMAGE to 

the model has a special importance in 

the thoughts of the Eastern Fathers. It 

lies at the heart of allegorical exegesis 

(critical explanation or interpretation 

of a text, especially of scripture): The 

Old Testament contains the shadow of 

true reality, the New Testament bears 

its image, but the reality itself will be 

found only in the world to come. The 

same holds true for the visible world: 

things are copies of eternal models. It 

has been noted that the Western mind 

examines the efficient cause whereas 

the Eastern             (Continued on page 8) 

A DELIGHTFUL 

EVENT 
I am sure that all who 

were able to attend our 

Feast Day Dinner found 

it to be a delightful 

event, especially those 

who always have to 

clean-up after such an event is held in 

our Social Hall.  
*************** 

CHANGES IN OUR 

LITURGY 
I realize that our worship 

might be slightly confusing 

at the present time with a 

deacon serving. We are 

working to have new 

books printed. Just sit 

back and “listen” and “watch”. I think 

you will discover the beauty of having 

a deacon and priest serve together.  
*************** 

FEAST OF ST NICHOLAS 
We’re planning of having something 

special on December 8th.  

Never let a bad day  

make you feel like you  

have a bad life  
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PRAYERS FOR ST. PHILIP’S FAST 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24TH 

Heavenly Father, I will hear today in the 

Gospel that is read during our Divine   

Liturgy, that Christ healed the stooped 

woman on the Sabbath and was         

condemned for His actions. Help me 

never to take such a rigid and            

simplistic approach to my religion. In 

truth there is a wrong time to do an act 

of kindness for others. Our faith never 

puts restrictions on kindness and when 

kind acts can be performed. In fact, 

Sunday is probably the most               

appropriate day of the week to perform 

acts of kindness. It is the Lord’s day. 

Help me today to extend an act of       

kindness to at least one other person. I 

make this prayer to You Who I call     

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. AMEN.
 

    

 MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25th 
Heavenly Father, I find modern society 

filled with chaos. It seems there is no 

real truthfulness anywhere I look. I know 

that in so many ways my society         

influences my thinking. Help me to    

truly keep focused on the most           

important thing of my life, namely my 

relationship with You, my God, and my 

personal transformation. Help me to    

realize that there is nothing more        

important than my personal spiritual 

growth. Help me to truly understand that 

I am here on earth to grow in Your       

likeness as seen in Jesus. Help me to 

realize that any challenge that life       

presents to me is an opportunity to     

spiritually grow. I make this prayer to 

You Who I call Father, Son and Holy    

Spirit. AMEN.    

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 26th 

Heavenly Father, the words I heard in 

the Gospel of this past Sunday still       

resonate in my heart and mind. I truly 

want to grow “rich in the sight of God.” 

Help me in my endeavors. Help me to 

chose to focus my daily life in growing 

in my LIKENESS of Jesus because I     

believe that is the true purpose of this 

earthly life. Help me to learn each and 

every day how to more completely love 

unconditionally my brothers and       

sisters – the people who cross my life’s 

path. Help me to see that they are      

opportunities for me to lean how to be 

a child of God. I make this prayer to 

You Who I call Father, Son and Holy     

Spirit. AMEN.  
 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27th 
Heavenly Father, I also recall the words 

of St. Paul to the Ephesians where he 

challenges me to think myself the 

“handiwork” of You, my Creator and 

God. I know that You have called me     

into existence in order to help           

transform Your creation into You      

Kingdom. I know that I can help to             

accomplish this by the way that I 

choose to treat others. Help me to be 

like Jesus and accept all others as       

my neighbors and to love them            

unconditionally regardless of how they 

treat me. I know that I live like this, I 

will grow in my LIKENESS of Jesus – 

grow in my likeness of your child. I 

make this prayer to You Who I call     

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. AMEN.    
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PRAYERS FOR ST. PHILIP’S FAST 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28th 
Heavenly Father, as I observe this 

Thanksgiving Day, I ask you to accept 

my deepest thanks for the gift of life 

and for the gift of sharing Your            

revelation about life through the Person 

of Jesus. I know You have done this out 

of Your love for me. Help me to fully 

realize how much You love me. Help 

me to realize that You created me in 

Your image and have given me a free 

will to thankfully accept it. Help me to 

be thankful and fully embrace it by       

doing everything in my power to grow in 

my likeness of Jesus. With Your help I 

can do this. I make this prayer to You 

Who I call Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

AMEN.    
 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 29th 
Heavenly Father, as I consider what I 

am preparing to celebrate with the 

Church, I realize that it is first Your 

Son’s birth as a human being that the 

Church celebrates. His birth as a          

human being tells me two things: first, 

that You showed me by His life what it 

possible for humans to achieve; and, 

second, that because He was a human 

being, He is calling me to witness, as 

He did, You great love. He is still being 

born into the world through me. I am 

how called to be Jesus in my world, 

working to live as He did so that Your 

Kingdom, Father, might be real. I make 

this prayer to You Who I call Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit. AMEN. 
 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30th 
Heavenly Father, today the Church       

remembers Andrew, the first-called 

Apostle and the brother of Peter. After 

Jesus’ Ascension, Andrew preached in 

various lands; and having suffered many 

things for Jesus’ sake, he died in Patras 

where he was crucified on a cross in the 

shape of an “X”, the first letter of 

“Christ” in Greek. Help me to draw     

courage from his example and do       

everything in my power to grow in the 

likeness of Jesus. Let me acclaim the 

namesake of courage, that herald of 

things divine, the Apostle Andrew, and 

exclaim as he did: Come, we have found 

the Desired One. I make this prayer to 

You Who I call Father, Son and Holy     

Spirit. AMEN.  
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1st 
Heavenly Father, the time of            

preparation for the Winter Theophanies 

is quickly passing. Help me to double 

my efforts to spiritually prepare myself 

for their celebration. Help me not to get 

so caught up in the secular celebration 

of Christmas that I forget what I am 

called to celebrate. I am called to      

celebrate that God became man in    

order that I might grow in my likeness 

of Jesus, who is the model for how      

humans should live. Help me to       

make Christmas a spiritual time,                 

remembering that Jesus is, through 

me, being born in the world today. He is 

born when I make every attempt to live 

like Him. I make this prayer to You Who 

I call Father, Son and Holy Spirit. AMEN.    
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St. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church  

6340 Chase Road 

Dearborn, MI 48126 
 

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D. 

Pastor 
 

Rectory: (313) 582-1424 

Cell: (313) 580-4412 

WRuchgy@gmail.com 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sundays @ 10:00 AM  

Ukrainian & English 
 

 

Weekdays @ 8:00 AM 

English 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Penance 

By Appointment 
 

Baptism & Matrimony 

In most instances membership 

required for six months  
 

Funerals  

Membership of an immediate family 

member required 
 

 

 

Parish Life Council 
 

Bob & Corinne Boyko  

734.451.1893 
 

John & Janet Dicky 

586.755.3129 
 

Daria Drobny 

313.791-0292 
 

Robert Krokosky 

248.431.9554 
 

Leo & Mary LaDouceur 

313.278.7378 
 

Gordon Malaniak 

734.564.9817 
 

Leonard Mier 

313.584-6795 
 

Greg & Esther Petrovich 

734.453-4354 
 

 

Rafic Vawter 

313.624.9867 

 

http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org   - and -   Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn 

(Continued from page 5 - The New Life) 

mind ponders the meaning of     

emerging facts.  

 Among these many relationships 

there was one of  c ruc ia l                

importance: man who belongs to 

the world of reason and dominates 

the visible world is made in the      

image of God, the ruler of the        

intelligible world. Even though man’s creation in the 

image of God has never been questioned, there has 

existed a wide divergence of opinion about the      

nature of this image. In the fourth century pseudo-

Caesarius echoed this lack of consensus. Nowhere, 

moreover, do the Fathers present an organic         

theology of the image: they offer elements of a      

synthesis, but the synthesis itself is missing. 
What do you understand by the idea that you are                    

created in God’s image?  

Sunday, November 24 - 24th Sunday after Pentecost - Tone 7 

       10:00 AM - Special Intention of the Parish. 

25th WEEK AFTER PENTECOST - TONE 8 

Monday, November 25 - Clement & Peter, Pope & Bishop 

       No Service Scheduled 

Tuesday, November 26 - Alypius the Stylite, Vemnerable 

       8:0O - Special Intention  

Wednesday, November 27 - James the Persian, Martyr 

       No Service Scheduled 

Thursday, November 28 - Stephen, Martyr - Thanksgiving 

       9:00 AM - Special Intention  

Friday, November 29 - Paramon & Philemon, Martyrs 

       No Service Scheduled 

Saturday, November 30 - Andrew, Apostle  

       No Service Scheduled 

Sunday, December 1 - 25th Sunday after Pentecost - Tone 8 

       10:00 AM - Special Intention of the Parish. 
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COURAGE TO PRAY 

Prayer is the relationship between man the visible 

and the invisible world, which includes God. This is 

why prayer is a search, an exploration, of this         

invisible world which God alone knows and He alone 

can reveal to us. And it is by prayer, gropingly at 

first, in the dawn of a new vision, that we seek and 

find God and ourselves in a co-relative way. Then 

later, when a clearer light has shown us what we 

can see of the invisible and the visible transfigured 

in the light of its own immensity and the eternity in 

God, prayer becomes a state.  

 So, when we take time to pray - that is raise our 

hearts and minds to our invisible God - something 

happens to us and our way of thinking. Now I have 

found that we must always make sure that we are 

not just creating our own “illusion” of Who God is 

when we pray. This means always checking to see 

that we are not trying to make God in our image and 

likeness - that is think about our world the way we 

do - but rather attempt to discover God as He really 

is.  

 It also constantly remains a situation. While we 

are seek, part blind with partly restored sight, our 

first steps in prayer take the form of astonishment, 

reverent fear and a sense of sadness. We are    

astonished at the discovery of ourselves which is 

also the beginnings of knowledge of God; we are 

astonished to see the world open out towards God’s 

infinity. We are afraid, glad and terrified when we 

come into the presence of God’s holiness and       

beauty. We are also sad, both for ourselves and the 

world. It is sad to be blind, it is sad to be unable to 

live the fulness of our vocation, to be trapped again 

and again in our own limitations. It is sad to see our 

world without God, vacillating between life and 

death and unable to choose life once and for all or 

to escape once and for all from death.  Wonder and 

sadness are thus the two 

sources of our prayer. 

Both arise from our         

encounter with the world’s 

depths, which have begun 

to be revealed to us in 

their totality. Without this 

encounter, our world and 

the forces at work in it are 

incomprehensible and   

often monstrous; we are 

bewildered and afraid.  

 Prayer is also filled 

with wonder at the        

realness of the invisible 

world. To allow ourselves 

to think that there is an 

invisible dimension to     

creation, can be a real 

source of fear and         

wonder. Prayer takes us 

into this invisible world. It 

says: there is much more 

than we think to creation. 
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BUILDING BLOCKS OF EASTERN CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY 

  One of the major building blocks of Eastern      

Christian Spirituality is, I believe, true and real 

AWARENESS of life. It is possible for people to go 

through life totally unaware of the “unconscious” 

forces that determine their behavior.   

 I just recently talked with a man who was       

having difficulties with his 32 year marriage. His 

wife told him that she could no longer really deal 

with his unawareness of what was going on in their 

marriage. I spoke with him for some time and he 

remarked that there were unconscious things that 

determined the way that he reacted to the events 

of life. We are more driven by the past events of 

our lives than we realize. The problem is that we 

don’t always take time to THINK ABOUT how we 

respond to the challenges of life.   

 So one of the major building blocks of Eastern 

Spirituality is to think about how we THINK! What 

are the forces that determine how we respond to 

the events of life? What are the unconscious 

thoughts that govern how we respond to life?  

 In order to grow in the faith, we must have a 

more clear understanding of the “unconscious”    

ideas and thoughts that govern our behaviors. We 

must come to an understanding of the things that 

drive us, unconsciously, to behave as we do.  

 This is not an easy process! Most people cannot 

do this on their own. Most people don’t feel that 

“counseling” or “therapy” is something they need. 

But reality tells us that most people cannot sort out 

their own thoughts and convictions on their own. 

They just respond to life the way that they were 

taught, by their parents, to respond to life. The 

problem is that parents just responded to life the 

way that their parents responded to life with very 

little reflection.  

 For example, why do we respond to the present 

“political” situation in our country the  way  that  we    

 

do? Its typically not based 

a rational analysis of the 

true situation. Its always on 

the way that we “think”, 

because of our family 

background, that we think 

is right. The problem is that 

we are not even aware of 

this! We just react.  

 In our reactions to the 

things of our society,          

we seldom take into              

consideration our Christian 

values. A part of spiritual 

growth is to make our 

“spiritual” values the        

predominant values in our 

lives and not our political 

values. Seldom do our      

political values, I have 

found, match our spiritual 

or religious values.  
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Every once in a while I like to 

review again the Eastern 

Christian idea of THEOSIS. It 

is an extremely important 

idea in Eastern Christianity. 

Therefore, although I’m sure 

my readers have recall much 

about it, I will again review it.  

 Theosis  is the process of 

a person becoming free of 

hamartia, that is "missing the 

mark", being united with God, 

beginning in this life and later 

consummated in bodily       

resurrection. For Eastern 

Christians, Théōsis (2 Pet. 1:4) 

THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE CHRISTIAN EAST 
is salvation. Théōsis assumes that humans from 

the beginning are made to share in the Life or 

Nature of the all-Holy Trinity. Therefore, an infant 

or an adult worshiper is saved from the state of 

unholiness (hamartía which is not to be confused 

with hamártēma “sin”) for participation in the 

Life (zōé, not simply bíos) of the Trinity, which is 

everlasting. This is not to be confused with the 

heretical (apothéōsis) or Deification in God’s     

Essence", which is impossible.  

 The statement by St. Athanasius "The Son of 

God became man, that we might become god", 

[the second g is always lowercase since man can 

never become a God] indicates the concept 

beautifully. II Peter 1:4 says that we have              

become . . . partakers of divine nature."  

 Athanasius amplifies the meaning of this 

verse when he says theosis is "becoming by 

grace what God is by nature". What would        

otherwise seem absurd, that man may become 

holy as God is holy, has been made possible 

through Jesus Christ who is God incarnate.  

 This process is a cooperative action between 

God and man. God always provides the help and 

support to accomplish this task BUT man must 

cooperate and work to achieve it. He must freely 

and voluntarily desire to grow in the LIKENESS of 

God. He will never become God, but he certainly 

actualize the potential that God has given him to 

grow in God’s LIKENESS as seen in the Person of 

Jesus, God incarnate.  

https://orthodoxwiki.org/Holy_Trinity
https://orthodoxwiki.org/Athanasius_of_Alexandria


 

 


