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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND 
On this 26th weekend after the feast 

of Pentecost, our readings are again 

taken from St. Paul’s Letter to the 

Ephesians and the story in Luke’s        

Gospel about the cure of ten lepers. It 

is truly an interesting combination of 

readings.  

 In Paul’s letter, he exhorts us and 

the Ephesians to live “in the light” - to 

live in accord with the teachings of   

Jesus, God’s revelation to us about 

how a human should live in order to 

become what God intended when He 

created us. He says: live as children of 

light. Light produces every kind of 

goodness and justice and truth. Be   

correct in your judgment of what 

pleases the Lord.... Do not continue in 

ignorance, but try to discern the will of 

the Lord.  

 This, of course, is amazingly good 

advice. We are called to attempt to 

discern what pleases the Lord. This 

can only be done if we look to Jesus. 

He pleased the Lord Our God in        

everything that He did. 

 This is seen in the Gospel story 

when He cured the ten lepers. If we 

don’t get caught up with the ending of 

the story where only one leper returns 

to thank Him, we see that He refuses 

to buy into the way his society treated 

lepers. They were treated as outcasts - 

as unclean persons even though they 

did not choose to have leprosy. Jesus 

does not observe the prohibitions of 

His society. He reaches out to the           

lepers and cures them. He also reach-

es out to the Romans and Samaritans 

and others. It is only secondary that 

nine of the lepers did not come back 

to Him to thank Him as I understand 

the story this year. His actions are 

more important to me than the         

actions of the lepers.  

 Now what is the message? I should 

not shun those in my society that      

others reject. I just be willing to help 

those who cross my path regardless of 

what others think about them. If I am 

to be Christ to the world in this present 

time, I must be always remember that 

there is no person I should reject      

because my society rejects them. I 

must be kind to all.   

 I’m sure that my readers are aware 

that our society castigates many      

people within our society - judging 

them to be “unclean.” I must make 

sure that I don’t reject them but, like 

Jesus, accept them and respect them 

as He did.  
I know that this is a different twist on      

this story. What do you think?   
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THE FEASTS WE ARE CELEBRATING 

ST NICHOLAS OF MYRA 
From earliest times St. Nicholas has enjoyed great     

veneration and universal respect especially among    

Slavic Christians. Saint Nicholas was born circa 280 in 

Patara, Lycia, an area that is part of present-day Turkey. 

He lost both of his parents as a young man and             

reportedly used his inheritance to help the poor and 

sick. A devout Christian, he later served as bishop of      

Myra, a city that is now called Demre. Several sources 

state that Saint Nicholas is believed to have died on            

December 6, 343. Over the years, stories of his miracles 

and work for the poor spread to other parts of the world. 

He became known as the protector of children and sailors and was associated 

with gift-giving. He was a popular saint in Europe until the time of the               

Reformation in the 1500s, when a religious movement that led to the creation of       

Protestantism, turned away from the practice of honoring saints. He is the patron 

of our Eparchy  
 

The Conception of Mary, the Mother of God 
Information concerning the lives of Joachim and Anne is 

found in the 2nd-century Protevangelium of James and the 

3rd-century Evangelium de nativitate Mariae (“Gospel of the 

Nativity of Mary”). According to these noncanonical 

sources, Anne was born in Bethlehem in Judaea. She       

married Joachim, and, although they shared a wealthy and 

devout life at Nazareth, they eventually lamented their   

childlessness. Joachim, reproached at the Temple for his 

sterility, retreated into the countryside to pray, while Anne, 

grieved by his disappearance and by her barrenness, solemnly promised God that, 

if given a child, she would dedicate it to the Lord’s service. Both received the      

vision of an angel, who announced that Anne would conceive and bear a most 

wondrous child. The couple rejoiced at the birth of their daughter, whom Anne 

named Mary. When the child was three years old, Joachim and Anne, in fulfillment 

of her divine promise, brought Mary to the Temple of Jerusalem, where they left 

her to be brought up. The first mention of this feast was made in the Typicon of St. 

Sabbas of the fifth century, but it did not begin to develop and spread until the 

eighth century. St. Andrew of Crete composed a liturgy for this feast.   
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THIS IS MY BELOVED SON 

As I shared in the last issue of the article, we are 

in the same position as the Ethiopian dignitary. 

For this reason the theology and the tradition of 

the church and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 

are indispensable tools to understand the       

Sacred Scriptures. It is not reason, knowledge or 

information that can lead us to the end, only the 

operation of the Holy Spirit; and in the tradition 

of the church, its ascetics and Fathers, we do 

not recognize a chain of wise people who put 

their heads together; we only recognize the 

manifestation of the Holy Spirit that shone      

despite the limitations of the men in whom it 

was manifested.  

 Again, it is all about the believe that God’s 

Spirit is indwelling within us. If we allow the   

Spirit to take the lead in how we respond to the 

Scriptures and traditions of the Church, we will 

find that He leads us to the true faith.  

 We thought of Scripture in general as the 

map of the journey toward salvation. Well, the 

story of the Transfiguration is more than one of 

the areas on the surface of that map. It is also 

part of the map legend, the apparatus we need 

to read the map correctly. As such, in the     

Transfiguration we can see several ways to       

approach Christ, but we can also discern the   

inner connection of these approaches. All of 

those ways reveal something true about Christ, 

but we are better prepared for the journey       

toward salvation when we consider all of them. 

When we prepare for a journey, we take note of 

the map, but we also consult a travel guide. And 

if we get conflicting information from our 

sources, we start wondering whether we read 

the map correctly or whether we consulted the 

travel guide for London, England. It is the      

same  with  the  several  ways   of    approaching 

 

Christ. There should not be a 

difference in the way our 

sources and the pillars of our 

faith guide us, and for this 

reason, by considering them 

next to each other, we learn 

to read them correctly.  

 By the way, I know that at 

times the information I share 

is “dense” and, perhaps, hard 

to totally understand. I will 

not, however, insult my      

readers by trying to “dumb 

down” the information. I truly 

believe that if at first reading 

you do not understand the 

information I am sharing, that 

you will work at coming to     

an understanding of the           

information. That is when 

growth takes place. Read it 

again. You will find true 

meaning if you work at it.   
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan 

THE NEW LIFE 
As I indicated in the 

last issue of this     

article, indeed Greek 

Philosophy truly     

influenced Eastern 

Christian theology. In 

the Greek doctrine of 

the likeness there 

were elements which Christians could 

incorporate: the spiritual character of 

the image (although, on the other 

hand, the term ‘spiritual’ remained    

ambiguous), the dynamic attraction of 

the image which prompted the soul to 

reascend to God, and the relationship 

between contemplation and likeness. 

There were, however, elements which 

could not be assimilated: the necessary     

character of the generation of the       

image in Plotinus, and the danger of 

subordinationism in the generation of 

the Word. The Hellenistic speculations 

about the image therefore required     

serious adaptation in Christian circles.  

 Consider this. In Platonic philosophy 

archetypes existed in the invisible      

dimension. All things created were     

reflections of these archetypes. Jesus 

is considered the archetype of humans. 

This fits well with our understanding 

that Jesus is      (Continued on page 8)   

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
Christmas Eve  

Tuesday, December 24 - 10 PM 

Christmas Day 
Wednesday, December 25 - 10 AM  

Synaxis of the Mother of God 
Thursday, December 26 - 8 AM 

Protomartyr Stephen 
Friday, December 27 - 8 AM 

Sunday after Christmas 
December 29 - 10 AM  

NEW YEAR’S DAY 

Wednesday, January 1 - 10 AM 

*************** 

THANK YOU 
A big thank you is extended to all   

who helped us with our Christmas          

decorations today. Its more fund 

when we do it all together. Thanks.  
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PRAYERS FOR ST. PHILIP’S FAST 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8th 
Heavenly Father help me to continue my 

preparation for the great winter feasts of 

Christmas and Theophany. They are 

feasts which remind me that You        

revealed and continue to reveal Yourself 

to Your creation. Help me to find You in 

my world. Help me to recognize that it is 

Your desire to come into the world 

through me. I can help make You        

present to my world by the way that I 

live and treat others. I can make the 

world a better place by unconditionally 

loving others, living the way that Jesus 

lived. It only requires that I choose to live 

like He lived. I make this prayer to You 

Who I call Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

AMEN.   
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 9th 
Today, Heavenly Father, our church 

celebrates the conception of Mary by 

Joachim and Anna. Although sterile for 

many years, they never lost trust in 

You, who they knew as Yahweh. You 

granted them a favor that allowed 

them to conceive Mary, the Mother of 

Jesus, the God-Man. Their example of 

waiting upon You, Heavenly Father, to 

show them the meaning of their lives, 

is an example that I would embrace. 

They showed me that what I desire, if 

it is for Your Kingdom, is truly what 

You allow. I know that if I demonstrate 

the same commitment to You, my 

Heavenly Father, that I will make a   

difference in my world. I make this 

prayer to You Who I call Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit. AMEN.   

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10th 

Heavenly Father, I desire to prepare     

myself for the Winter Theophanies that 

we are about to celebrate. They are 

about You Son’s birth and preparation 

for His ministry. You stressed through 

Your Son Jesus that it is essential that 

I learn how to unconditionally love    

others regardless of how they treat 

me. This can transform into Your child.  

I believe that this earthly life is a       

process of helping me transform      

myself, becoming the person You       

intended when You created me.      

Heavenly Father I believe You call me 

to be Your child, a person like Jesus. I 

make this prayer to You Who I call Fa-

ther, Son and Holy Spirit. AMEN.  
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11th 

Heavenly Father, I ask you to help me 

continue my preparation for the great 

Winter Theophanies. These feasts, I 

believe, are important for my real     

understanding of Christianity and life. 

They are meant to remind me that 

You, my God, manifest Your presence 

within mankind first through Jesus and 

now through me. You have made me a 

temple of Your Spirit. This changes, or 

should change, how I see myself in 

Your universe. I am Your  presence in 

the world at this present moment. I 

am called to make You real at this     

present moment. I ask your help in 

making this real in my present          

situation. I make this prayer to You Who 

I call Father, Son and Holy Spirit. AMEN.  
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PRAYERS FOR ST. PHILIP’S FAST 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12th 
Heavenly Father, as we approach ever 

closer to the celebration of the feast 

that celebrates Your Son’s birth as a  

human being, I beg You to open my 

mind and heart to truly understand the 

message this mystery has for me. Help 

me to truly understand that this feast 

reveals to me that You have called me 

to use this earthly life to become more 

like Your Son Jesus. I believe that this is 

Your will because You know that if I 

strive to be like Him, I will come to      

realize how very much You love me. You 

have given me this life so that I might 

have the opportunity to freely return 

Your love. I make this prayer to You Who 

I call Father, Son and Holy Spirit. AMEN.  

 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13th 

Heavenly Father, I believe that the 

Church is calling me to understand 

that You are calling me to make Your 

presence felt in my world today. You 

have revealed to me, through the life 

of Your Son Jesus, that I can make You 

and Your Kingdom real if I make every 

effort to “live the way Jesus lived.” He 

made Your love and presence real    

during the time He lived on earth. I am 

now called to be the way that Your 

love and presence is made real now 

during my lifetime. Help me to become 

truly convinced of this so that I might 

do everything in my power to model 

my life after that of Jesus. I make this 

prayer to You Who I call Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit. AMEN.  

 SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14th 
Heavenly Father, as I get ever closer to 

the celebration of Christmas, help me to 

remain calm and peaceful. Help me not 

to get so caught up in all the              

preparations for Christmas that I forget 

that Christmas is meant to be spiritual 

time – a time when I truly think about 

Your great love for me and humankind. 

Help me to put nothing before my      

spiritual preparation for this feast. Help 

me to find Your Spirit within me so that I 

can celebrate the fact that Jesus’ birth 

reveals to me that You are a part of me 

and that I am connected to You for all 

eternity.  Help me to truly be thankful for 

Your gift of life. I make this prayer to 

You Who I call Father, Son and Holy    

Spirit. AMEN.  
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15th 
Heavenly Father, today the Church    

remembers all the Forefathers of     

Jesus Christ – all those people who 

kept alive hope and trust in You to    

fulfill Your promise to send a Messiah. 

Help me to have the same kind of 

hope and trust that they did while     

realizing, at the same time, that You 

did come into the world in the Person 

of Your Son Jesus to help me            

understand the meaning and purpose 

of my life – to deliver me from my    

ignorance about life’s meaning. Help 

me to also know that You have given 

me this earthly life is to grow in my 

“likeness” of Jesus. I make this prayer 

to You Who I call Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit. AMEN.  
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St. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church  

6340 Chase Road 

Dearborn, MI 48126 
 

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D. 

Pastor 
 

Rectory: (313) 582-1424 

Cell: (313) 580-4412 

WRuchgy@gmail.com 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sundays @ 10:00 AM  

Ukrainian & English 
 

 

Weekdays @ 8:00 AM 

English 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Penance 

By Appointment 
 

Baptism & Matrimony 

In most instances membership 

required for six months  
 

Funerals  

Membership of an immediate family 

member required 
 

 

 

Parish Life Council 
 

Bob & Corinne Boyko  

734.451.1893 
 

John & Janet Dicky 

586.755.3129 
 

Daria Drobny 

313.791-0292 
 

Robert Krokosky 

248.431.9554 
 

Leo & Mary LaDouceur 

313.278.7378 
 

Gordon Malaniak 

734.564.9817 
 

Leonard Mier 

313.584-6795 
 

Greg & Esther Petrovich 

734.453-4354 
 

 

Rafic Vawter 

313.624.9867 

 

http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org   - and -   Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn 

 
Sunday, December 8 - 26th Sunday after Pentecost - Tone 1 

       10:00 AM - Stephen, Mary, Stephen & Catherine; Kotlinski Family 

SUNDAY OF THE FOREFATHERS - TONE 2 

Monday, December 9 - Patapius, Venerable  

     8:00 AM -  Special Intention 

Tuesday, December 10 - Mennas & Others, Martyrs  

       No Service Scheduled 

Wednesday, December 11 - Daniel the Stylite, Venerable   

       8:00 AM -  Special Intention 

Thursday, December 12 - Spiridon, Wonderworker 

       No Service Scheduled 

Friday, December 13 - Eustratius & Others, Martyrs  

       8:00 AM -  Special Intention 

Saturday, December 14 - Thrysus & Others, Martyfrs  

       No Service Scheduled 

Sunday, December 15 - Weekend of the Forefathers - Tone 2 

       10:00 AM - Special intention 

(Continued from page 5 - The New Life) 

of what human beings are to be like 

and how they are to behave.  

 The Fathers insisted that Man, is 

the “image of God’ of the Trinity. In 

the Book of Wisdom man is not only 

‘in’ the image of God, he IS ‘the     

image of God’ properly. Gregory of 

Nyssa, who in his anti-Arian polemic 

stressed the perfect equality of the 

three persons, preferred to speak as follows: God is 

always the archetype in whose image man is said to 

have been created.  

 The efforts of Augustine to discern within the     

human mind a replica of the life of the three          

persons was, however, largely alien to the traditional 

Eastern concerns. Elements of this doctrine are      

supposedly found in Gregory Nyssa. I shall present 

those in the next issue.  
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ST BASIL’S THOUGHTS ON GENESIS 

It is my greatest hope that if 

you, my readers, are following 

this article, that you are getting 

a totally new understanding of 

the Genesis “Creation Story.” It 

was never meant to be a        

historical account of the actual 

creation. It flowed from the 

hope of the Jewish authors to 

make “their god, Yahweh” 

more powerful than the gods of 

the pagans.  

 I ended the last issue of 

with article with indicating that 

there is a second “creation       

story” in Genesis. There is a 

change in the name of God in 

this story. The name “Yahweh” 

refers more particularly to 

God’s   covenant  dealings  with 

ST BASIL THE GREAT 

His people, set in the flow of human history, 

and its use here moves us from the universal 

bird’s-eye view of creation of chapter one to a 

more earthbound perspective. With the use of 

the name Yahweh, the reader moves from 

heaven to earth.  
These are the generations of the heavens and 

the earth when they were created. When      

Yahweh God made the earth and the heavens, 

no shrub of the field was yet in the earth and 

no small plant of the field was yet in the earth 

and no small plant of the field had yet        

sprouted, for Yahweh God had hot caused it to 

rain on the earth, and there was no man to 

serve the ground, but a flood was going up 

from the earth and was watering the whole 

face of the ground.  

The phrase “these are the generations” will      

reappear another nine times in the Book of 

Genesis. The Hebrew word toldoth is related 

to the verb yalad, meaning “to beget, to give 

birth.” The phrase “these are the generations” 

marks and identifies separate family            

histories. Thus the generations of Adam       

introduce the history of Adam’s descendants; 

the generations of Noah introduce the history 

of Noah’s descendants. 

 The phrase here denotes a more universal 

introduction - the account of what the        

heavens and the earth produced: namely,    

human beings and human history. It is also 

possible that we have here a polemic against 

the pagan creation mythologies of that day. In 

those mythologies, the gods begot other gods, 

who in turn became the heaven and the earth.  

 We have to always keep in mind that the 

Hebrew Old Testament attempted to establish 

Yahweh as a greater God than the other gods.  
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COURAGE TO PRAY 

As I shared in the last issue, prayer is always an     

encounter. At the start any person seeking this     

encounter is alone and must learn to recognize the 

existence of the other. And this recognition must 

take place in a relationship and not in isolation. This 

is important. We know nothing and nobody except 

through a relationship. If we are disconnected       

nothing exists for us. But there is a danger in not 

knowing anything or anybody except in relation to 

ourselves. This is to de-center the universe. In        

referring everything to ourselves we deform it and 

make it as small and mean as we are, with our 

small mean cravings. So when we begin to            

recognize the existence of the other, we must be 

prepared to set ourselves aside to some extent, to 

go beyond ourselves and to admit the other’s needs 

and his rights to independence and freedom,         

outside us. We must accept his irreducible             

otherness. (This is true in all relationships). It is      

critical, especially when we are attempting to        

establish a relationship with our invisible God, that 

we recognize that He has to be totally different than 

what we “think He is like” and strive to discover to 

really come to know Him as He is. I have found that 

perhaps one of the greatest problems in our modern 

society is that we want to make God in our “image 

and likeness” instead of trying to grow in His “image 

and likeness.” We humans tend to want God to be 

just like us.  

 Whatever we do, however well we know him, 

however close we are, and this is even truer of man 

and God than man and man, there remains a       

central mystery which we can never solve. In the 

Book of Revelation there is the marvelous passage 

where John says that those who go into the           

Kingdom are given a white stone with a name       

written  on  it  which  only  they  and  God know. This 

This name is not the label 

we are given and called by 

in this world. Our true 

name, our eternal name 

exactly fits us, our whole 

being. It defines and      

expresses us perfectly. It 

is know by God alone and 

He tells us what it is. No 

one else can know it       

because it expresses our 

unique relationship with 

our creator. How often   

human relationships 

come to grief because 

one person wants to     

reveal himself beyond 

what is possible for the 

other person wants to 

probe into a territory 

which is sacred to God 

alone. It is a vain wish and 

cannot be fulfilled.  
More to follow.  
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Another illustration that the Greek     

Fathers use to explain theosis is, it can 

be likened to the grains of wheat that 

make a loaf of bread, where grains are 

united together in such a way that they 

cannot be distinguished; or to the yeast 

in a lump of dough, 

working through every 

segment of it. If we    

observe a blacksmith 

forging iron, we can see 

a red-hot iron in fire, 

where there is both    

union and separation of 

the two which the iron 

is being transformed.  

 Besides singular 

words and illustrations, 

theological definitions 

contribute to explaining 

theosis. One theological 

dictionary provides definitions for all 

three terms: deification, divinization 

and theosis. For deification it says, “In 

early Eastern church theologians, it is 

an image for salvation in which through 

Christ believers can be made like God.” 

For divinization it has, “The view of 

Eastern theologians that sees salvation 

as the penetration of the human         

condition by the divine energies,        

beginning a process of uniting human 

and divine that is completed only with 

the resurrection of the dead.” And for 

theosis it reads, “The view by Eastern 

theologians that salvation from sin     

consists of the process of ’deification,’ 

through which believers 

become united with 

Christ’s divine nature 

and thus with God.”  

     Theosis is difficult to 

define because it entails 

sever a l  e lement s .       

Contemporary thinkers 

of the doctrine offer 

s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t          

definitions. One author 

states that “deification” 

is the participation in 

the divine identity of a 

particular God. This     

particular God for Paul is the one he 

and his communities worshipped as 

‘the Lord Jesus Christ.’ Yet another    

author states that “theosis as the      

participation through Christ in God’s 

Trinitarian life, which causes human 

nature to take on attributes of the      

divine nature. Simply put, theosis is 

growing in the likeness of God as seen 

in the Person of Jesus, the Christ.   

THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE CHRISTIAN EAST 



 

 




