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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND 
On this weekend before Christmas 

when we remember the Forefathers of 

Jesus Christ, our readings are taken 

from St. Paul’s letter to the Colossians 

and St. Luke’s Gospel. In the passage 

we hear from Paul’s Letter, he sets 

forth the “Ideal Christian Life in the 

World.” He refers to the “mystical 

death and resurrection” that must 

take place and he defines this as the 

renunciation of “vices” and the         

practice of “virtues”. In the reading we 

hear he focuses on the renunciation of 

vices.  

 Paul exhorts us to “put to death 

whatever in your nature is rooted in 

earth”. In other words, put to death the 

impulsive, natural instincts that are 

not in accord with the Way of Jesus.  

 For example he includes “all the 

anger and quick temper, the malice, 

the insults, the foul language.” In other 

words, “put aside your old self with its 

past deeds and put on a new person, 

one who grows in knowledge as he is 

formed anew in the image of his      

Creator”. This is a practical approach 

to Theosis, namely actualizing our     

potential to grow in our likeness of 

God as manifested in the Person of     

Jesus, the Christ.  

 The story we hear from Luke’s     

Gospel is about a man “giving a large 

dinner party.” Everyone he invited 

gives an excuse for not coming. The 

excuses were pretty lame.  

 So the man sends his servants out 

and gets non-invited guests to fill his 

dinner party. This story confronts us 

with the question: Am I making         

excuses for not working to actualize 

the potential God has given me for 

growing in the LIKENESS of Jesus? Do I 

realize that God has called me to use 

my experiences on earth to grow in    

Jesus’ LIKENESS?   

 The story clearly ends with this 

statement: I tell you that not one of 

those invited shall taste a morsel of 

my dinner! So we have to ask            

ourselves another serious question: Do 

I want to be left out of the dinner party 

God has prepared for me? I will be left 

out if I keep making excuses for not 

growing in my LIKENESS of Jesus, 

God’s true IMAGE and LIKENESS.  
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COURAGE TO PRAY 

I hope that this article is beginning to make sense. 

We seldom think of prayer as an encounter. Most of 

the time, it seems, even though we are well           

intentioned, prayer is just us talking at God. This is 

partly due to the fact that He is invisible to us and 

we become uncomfortable talking to someone we 

can’t see. This is when, I believe, we begin to make 

God in “our image and likeness” and fail to             

encounter Him as He actually is in our world.  

 For example, true prayer begins when we can 

just sit quietly in God’s presence and say nothing 

but experience His presence. Many have found that 

if they just sit quietly and reflect upon the fact that 

they are alive - when they experience their own 

heart beating and their body breathing without    

them willing it - they encounter God. If after this             

experience they say to themselves that the life they 

experience is God Himself within them, they begin 

to encounter “THE OTHER” - God. This is when we 

begin to experience our true name, the name that 

God has whispered for all eternity. It is then that we 

can begin to see ourselves as one of God’s children      

because He unceasingly gives us life. It is like a 

child trying to find the source of a spring, the point 

where the water begins.   

 Christ speaks of the clear vision we need to see 

things as they are. If there is something wrong with 

our eyes we project shadows onto things or see    

instead the distorted shapes which our poor eyes 

form in our imagination. But clear vision is not 

enough. We must choose the right standpoint. We 

must find the right distance, from which we can see 

an object whole. Isn’t this essential when we are 

looking at a work of art? A painting or a statue 

needs to be seen from not too close and not too far 

away. There is the best standpoint, from which we 

see it as the artist intended, from which we can  see  

the whole and are not 

overwhelmed by its parts. 

The same is true of        

human relationships. We 

must find the right         

distance, not in time and 

space but in inner           

freedom; freedom which 

is a bond but not a chain.  

 All that this is saying is 

that we must, if prayer is 

to be an encounter with 

God, find the right          

distance. If we find God 

within us, we have also to 

recognize that we are still 

individuals and that God’s 

presence within us does 

not take away our real    

individuality. So seeing 

God within us does not 

mean that we loose who 

we are, even though we 

are connected to Him. 
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THIS IS MY BELOVED SON 

Jesus Christ, Who reveals Himself in the        

Transfiguration, is the historical Jesus Who was 

born under Pontius Pilate, but He is also the 

Word of God. He is the one Who will come at the 

end of time in clouds of glory, and also the 

Christ whose sacramental body is the church. 

Considering all of these aspects at the same 

time reveals to us something about how the  

Bible should be read.  

 The Gospels and the Transfiguration            

narratives were not written as if they were 

chronicles or historical documents, even though 

they have value as witnesses to real events.    

Today we do not have the benefit of meeting 

people who witnessed the Transfiguration 

firsthand or people who met the eyewitnesses, 

but we accept the testimony of the Bible in trust 

and faith. Simply put, by believing the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ and the Transfiguration story, we 

believe that He revealed His divinity to His         

disciples in a miraculous event. We believe that 

this event was real and not symbolic, abstract, 

allegorical or metaphorical. However, this is 

about as far as our historical aspiration can take 

us. The Gospels omit details that may be           

important for the historian. But they also         

describe events in such a way that allows us to 

understand them beyond the plain narrative. 

 The Transfiguration story is told in a slightly 

different way in Mark, Matthew and Luke, which 

emphasize different aspects of the same event. 

The three narratives start with a mention of        

a certain time that passed after Peter’s               

confession of faith - six days in Mark and        

Matthew and eight in Luke. The early church   

tradition observed that while Mark and Matthew 

referred to the days that intervened between the 

two events, not counting the  first  and  last  day,  

 

Luke ,  whose  cu l tu ra l          

background was different,     

calculated this time adding 

the first and the last day, as it 

was usual for him. Both        

accounts, according to this 

interpretation, correspond to 

what we would today think of 

“after a week”. This may       

indeed be the case. Yet there 

is something more important 

here. All three evangelists    

felt that it was important to       

preface the Transfiguration 

story with a number that     

refers to the days of Creation, 

or to the Eighth Day - the     

day that Christian tradition        

identifies with the end of time 

and with liturgical time.  

 I believe that it is critical 

to understand this. It connects 

Jesus with Creation.  
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan 

THE NEW LIFE 
 As I shared in the          

previous issue of this     

article, Gregory of Nyssa, 

one of the Great Eastern 

Fathers of the Church, 

wrote this: “God is always 

the archetype in whose 

image man is said to have 

been created.”  

 Likewise Ephrem illustrated the Trinity by 

means of the three constituent elements of the 

human person: while the spirit corresponds to 

the Father, however, it was the human body 

(the third element) which became a parallel to 

the Holy Spirit. Gregory Palamas came close to 

the Augustinian concept but did not develop it 

systematically.  

 The trinitarian meaning of the concept of 

the image is certainly found in the East, but it 

was applied in a social sense to the Church, the 

human collectivity united in divine unity.  

 The expressions ‘in the image of God’, 

“after” God’s image’ (kat’ eikon) and ‘the image 

of God’ are not synonymous. ‘In’ the image 

sounds as if God first created an image-

prototype in terms of which he would then have 

created man. This intermediate image could be 

wisdom or the Logos. Christ, however, is the 

true archetype according to which man is       

created and recreated; he is ‘in the form of 

God’, ‘”the image of God” (2 Corinthians 4:4). 

The entire tradition on this point may be       

summarized by saying that man is in the image 

of the Word and that          (Continued on page 8)  

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
Christmas Eve  

Tuesday, December 24 - 10 PM 

Christmas Day 
Wednesday, December 25 - 10 AM  

Synaxis of the Mother of God 
Thursday, December 26 - 8 AM 

Protomartyr Stephen 
Friday, December 27 - 8 AM 

Sunday after Christmas 
December 29 - 10 AM  

NEW YEAR’S DAY 

Wednesday, January 1 - 10 AM 

THEOPHANY  
Sunday, January 5 - 10 AM 

*************** 

A BIG THANK YOU 
Is extended to all those, although 

only a few, who stayed last      

week and put up our Christmas          

decorations. Things went up         

quicker than we expected.  

 Also a big thank you is             

extended to Steve Pipta who so 

kindly brought St. Nicholas to our 

children.  
All we need now are our                 

Christmas flowers 

Gifts of time and love are surely 

the basic ingredients of a truly 

merry Christmas  
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PRAYERS FOR ST. PHILIP’S FAST 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15th 
Heavenly Father, today the Church     

remembers all the Forefathers of      

Jesus Christ – all those people who 

kept alive hope and trust in You to    

fulfill Your promise to send a Messiah. 

Help me to have the same kind of 

hope and trust that they did while      

realizing, at the same time, that You 

did come into the world in the Person 

of Your Son Jesus to help me            

understand the meaning and purpose 

of my life – to deliver me from my     

ignorance about life’s meaning. Help 

me to also know that You have given 

me this earthly life is to grow in my 

“likeness” of Jesus. I make this prayer 

to You Who I call Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit. AMEN.  
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 16th 
Heavenly Father, the preparation for 

Christmas is quickly coming to an end. 

I ask Your help in making these final 

days truly spiritual days. Open              

my heart and mind to the true           

understanding of the feast I am about 

to celebrate. Help me to see that this 

feast reveals something about my own 

life, not just about Jesus’ life. Help me 

to understand that God’s birth as a    

human in the Person of Jesus tells me 

that I am called to be Your child and to 

bring Your presence into my world just 

as Jesus did. Please know that it is my 

desire to do this. I make this prayer to 

You Who I call Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit. AMEN  

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17th 
Heavenly Father, today the Church      

remembers Daniel the Great Prophet. 

Just as he bore witness to God’s promise 

to save the people of Israel, I believe 

that Jesus bore witness to God’s        

promise to save all humankind. I ask 

You, Heavenly Father, to help me to truly 

believe in Your loving promise to help 

me and all humankind to come to a 

deeper understanding of the meaning 

and purpose of this earthly life. I find life 

to be so confusing at times. Help me in 

my confusion. Help me to understanding 

that this life You have given me is              

to help me come to a deeper under-

standing of my relationship with You. I 

make this prayer to You Who I call       

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. AMEN  
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18th 
Heavenly Father, in one short week we 

will celebrate the Feast of the birth of 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, as a human  

being. I believe that You came into the 

world in His Person so that You might 

show me how to live this human life. 

You sent Him as a model for me to   

imitate. While I can’t necessarily          

perform the miracles He did, I can 

treat others with the same respect and 

kindness that He did. I can make every 

attempt to unconditionally love others 

regardless of how they treat me. You 

revealed through Jesus that if I          

attempt to live as He did, that I will 

grow in my likeness of You. I make this 

prayer to You Who I call Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit. AMEN  
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PRAYERS FOR ST. PHILIP’S FAST 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19th 
Heavenly Father, the martyr Boniface 

was generous to the poor, hospitable to 

strangers and compassionate to those 

in misfortune. I ask You help to become 

more like him. He lived the way that      

Jesus lived. Give me the strength and 

courage to also imitate Jesus as he did. 

Help me to develop a real desire to 

change myself in such a way that I     

become more like Jesus and more like 

Boniface. I know that if I can do this, I 

will come to more clearly recognize, my 

God, as my loving Father. I also know 

that if I can do this, I will also come to 

realize the goodness and wonder of this 

earthly life. I make this prayer to You 

Who I call Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

AMEN  
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20th 
Heavenly Father, today the Church        

already prepares for Christmas. One of 

the prayers the Church offers is: “One 

this day the Virgin comes to the cave 

to give birth to God the Word, who was 

before the ages. Dance for joy, O earth, 

on hearing the gladsome tidings and 

the Angels and the shepherds glorify 

Him Who is willing to be gazed on as a 

young Child Who before the ages is 

God”. Help me to prepare my heart 

and mind to enter into the joy of the 

glorious feast since it reveals to me 

that I, as a human, am directly          

connected to You, my God, through the 

Person of Jesus. I make this prayer to 

You Who I call Father, Son and Holy      

Spirit. AMEN  

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21st 
Heavenly Father I would offer this prayer 

to You together with the Church: “In 

Bethlehem now beholding Him in     

swaddling clothes, that holds the earth 

within the hollow of His hand, we all    

offer our prefestal songs to the Mother 

that gave Him birth, who rejoices          

maternally to hold in her bosom the true 

Son of God.” As I say this prayer, O      

Father, help me to spiritually prepare 

myself for the celebration of this feast. 

Help me to understand through a         

celebration of this feast the love You 

have for me and all of humankind. Open 

my mind to truly understand the      

meaning of the coming feast. I make 

this prayer to You Who I call Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit. AMEN  
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22nd 
Heavenly Father I would again offer to 

You a prayer that the Church has given 

me and say: “Your Nativity, O Christ our 

God, has shined the light of knowledge 

upon the world. For thereby they that 

worshipped the stars were instructed by 

a star to worship You, the Sun of      

Righteousness and to know You, the 

Dayspring from on high. O Lord, glory be 

to You.” Help me, Father, to focus on the 

spiritual meaning of the coming feast. 

Help me to understand its true meaning 

since it wonderfully expresses all that 

You have done for me. You took on my 

human nature in the Person of Your Son 

to provide me with a model of how I 

should live. I make this prayer to You 

Who I call Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

AMEN  
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St. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church  

6340 Chase Road 

Dearborn, MI 48126 
 

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D. 

Pastor 
 

Rectory: (313) 582-1424 

Cell: (313) 580-4412 

WRuchgy@gmail.com 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sundays @ 10:00 AM  

Ukrainian & English 
 

 

Weekdays @ 8:00 AM 

English 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Penance 

By Appointment 
 

Baptism & Matrimony 

In most instances membership 

required for six months  
 

Funerals  

Membership of an immediate family 

member required 
 

 

 

Parish Life Council 
 

Bob & Corinne Boyko  

734.451.1893 
 

John & Janet Dicky 

586.755.3129 
 

Daria Drobny 

313.791-0292 
 

Robert Krokosky 

248.431.9554 
 

Leo & Mary LaDouceur 

313.278.7378 
 

Gordon Malaniak 

734.564.9817 
 

Leonard Mier 

313.584-6795 
 

Greg & Esther Petrovich 

734.453-4354 
 

 

Rafic Vawter 

313.624.9867 

 

http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org   - and -   Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn 

 

Sunday, December 15 - Weekend of the Forefathers - Tone 2 

       10:00 AM  -  A Blessed Christmas season for George & Irene Durisin 

                             Rob and Gloria Kennedy 

SUNDAY OF HOLY ANCESTORS - TONE 3 

Monday, December 16 - Haggai, Prophet  

     8:00 AM -  Special Intention 

Tuesday, December 17 - Daniel. Great Prophet  

     8:00 AM -  Special Intention 

Wednesday, December 18 - Sebastian & Others, Martyrs   

       No Service Scheduled 

Thursday, December 19 - Boniface, Martyr 

       No Service Scheduled 

Friday, December 20 - Ignatius, Bishop-Martyr  

       8:00 AM -  Special Intention 

Saturday, December 21 - Saturday before Christmas  

       No Service Scheduled 

Sunday, December 22 - Weekend of the Holy Ancestors - Tone 3 

       10:00 AM - Deceased family members in Ukraine and America -  

                           Jaroslava Zalopanyj and Son Mykola Skikyn 

(Continued from page 5 - The New Life) 

he is the image of God through the 

mediation of the Word. In other 

words, because humans are made 

in the image of the God-Man Jesus, 

Who is the visible image of God,     

humans are therefore made in the 

image of God. Humans are         

therefore ‘an image of the image’. 

This general statement, however, includes rather di-

vergent interpretations depending on whether the 

image was conceived as a visible or an invisible     

reality. There is no doubt that Irenaeus thought the 

God-man was the model according to which Adam 

was created by God, and that man was thereby 

made like to ‘the invisible Father through means of 

the visible Word, Jesus’. Once we accept this, what 

does it mean for our behavior?   
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THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS 

In order to prepare us for Christmas, I 

thought that I might, prior to this feast, 

share some thoughts about the       

meaning of Christmas. I would hope 

that my effort might make this feast a 

more “spiritual time” for all those who 

worship with me.  

 The Source of life and of Salvation 

from despair and the condition for the 

existence of the whole 

world, says St. John, is 

contained in only 

these three words: 

‘The Word became 

Flesh’ [John 1:14]” 

The question, “What 

does Christmas truly  

mean?” has as many 

answers as people in 

our society whether 

they be Christian or 

not. Opportunity for 

merchants, vacation 

days for school        

children, parties and 

exchange of gifts even for non-

Christians, since it has become a      

national holiday even in a nation that 

forbids official recognition. All            

Christians, even Eastern Christians, 

define the event by their own             

understanding, and by doing so limit 

the meaning of Christmas. There can 

be no definition, because the birth of 

the Son of God transcends every        

attempt to explain the inexplicable or 

comprehend the incomprehensible. 

We can only thank the Holy Trinity for 

the nativity of the Messiah and          

celebrate His life on earth. 

 Christmas is a mystery, a glorious 

event in history, the awesome           

phenomenon when “Christ Jesus Who, 

being in the very nature of God, did not 

consider it robbery to be equal with 

God, but made Himself of no              

reputation, taking the form of a      

bond-servant and   

coming in the likeness 

of men…” (Philippians 

2:5). The kenotic      

condescension of the 

Holy Trinity expressed 

by the evangelist John, 

“The Word became 

flesh,” can only be     

explained by the word 

“love.” Such a divine 

love for human beings 

transcends the ability 

to grasp with our       

limited capacity, which 

is why the our Church 

services for this season, filled with joy, 

wonder and gratitude, point to the     

inexplicable event without even trying 

to elucidate the wonder.  

 “Heaven and earth join in             

celebration…Wise men and shepherds 

welcome Him…Angels and humans 

sing with joy…” The glorious hymn of 

laudation: “God is with us!” requires an 

explanation, because that phrase has 

been misused, wrongly applied and 

abused by some Christians through 

the ages.  
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ST BASIL’S THOUGHTS ON GENESIS 

The writer of Genesis responds 

to the pagan creation stories - a 

reversal of the pagan order and 

a declaration that far from the 

gods begetting heaven and 

earth, the heaven and the earth 

begot human beings by the 

command of Yahweh.  

 As in the first creation story, 

the narrator here contrasts 

what God created with the      

situation before he had begun 

His work. Thus when Yahweh 

God made the earth and the 

heavens, no shrub of the field 

was yet in the earth and no 

plant of the field had              

yet sprouted. The terms       

shrub (Hebrew siach) and    

plant   (Hebrew  eseb)     denote  

ST BASIL THE GREAT 

respectively the vegetation that grows wild 

and that which grows only with the cultivating 

help of man.  

 What about the flood that was going up 

from the earth and watering the whole face of 

the ground prior to the rainfall or the creation 

of man? The word rendered here as flood is 

the Hebrew ’ed, which some connect with the 

Akkadian edu, meaning “flood, swell, waves.” 

It denoted groundwater arising from the       

subterranean ocean. In the ancient world, the 

soil was watered either by rainfall or by the 

inundation of rivers, which latter was brought 

to the plants through the labor of man in     

digging irrigation canals. In the time before 

God began His work on the land, there was 

neither rainfall (which would bring life to the 

shrubs of the desert) nor human labor (which 

would use the inundating flood from the      

underground waters). The result was no        

vegetation and no food. Thus before the       

creation of man, the inundating flood going 

up from the earth was of no use, and the 

earth remained unfruitful. Despite this water 

from the subterranean waters, the land before 

man was created was tohu; nothing grew      

upon the earth.  

And Yahweh God formed the man of dust 

from the ground and breathed into his     

nostrils the breath of life, and the man   

become an animate being. And Yahweh 

God planted a garden in Eden, to the east, 

and there He put the man whom He had 

formed. And out of the ground Yahweh 

God made to sprout every tree that is 

pleasant to the sight and good for food.  
MORE TO COME! 
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In the last issue of the article, I was sharing the 

various definitions or ideas that have surfaced 

over time with regard to the idea of Theosis.  

 It has also been expressed by “we are being 

made partakers of God’s own nature by the        

energetic presence of Christ and the Spirit          

within us transforming us into replicas of God 

that actually bear something of its own being.          

Also “Deification is an expression of the            

divine purposes in creating and redeeming:                   

an expression of the calling to transformation or 

transfiguration so that God may be all in all.  

 One final author defines it as: “becoming like 

God by participating in the life of God”, which his 

fully developed definition, based on Pauline         

writings, states: “Theosis is transformative          

participation in the kenotic (self-emptying),       

cruciform (self-sacrificing) character of God 

through spirit enabled conformity to the             

incarnate, crucified and resurrected/glorified 

Christ”. As you reflect upon all these various             

expressions of the idea of Theosis, you realize 

that they are all based on one main premise: 

God created us in such a manner that we,         

together with His help, might, from our               

experiences of earthly life, grow in our Likeness 

of God as seen in the Person of Jesus. While 

these short definitions are helpful, they are not 

sufficient. In order to understand Theosis              

more fully, we must consider it biblically and        

historically.  Theosis does not mean “to become 

THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE CHRISTIAN EAST 

God” because that is both 

impossible and heretical      

according to the Christian    

tradition. But it does involve 

transformation, that is, how 

we become more like God in 

His nature and character. 

With the doctrine of Theosis 

we are not stepping outside 

the boundaries of the Bible 

but rather expanding the 

meaning of the Bible.  We are 

surfacing a biblical theology. 

In the coming weeks I        

shall look at the “Biblical”          

foundation for Theosis! 



 

 


