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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND 
On the weekend before we celebrate the feast 

of Christmas, our readings are taken from St. 

Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews and Matthew’s 

Gospel. Paul highlights, in the passage that we 

hear, the faith of the Ancients - those persons 

who came before Jesus and were of His         

lineage. He highlights their faith in Yahweh but 

recounts that despite their faith, they did not  

“obtain what had been promised. God had 

made a better plan, a plan which included us. 

Without us, they were not to be made perfect.”  

 What did the ancestors of Jesus think the 

promise of God was? Like all humans, they 

made God in their image and therefore they 

believed that He promised them a “warrior 

Messiah” who would drive out those who        

oppressed them and grant them freedom. That 

was not God’s plan. He sent a “Messiah” who, 

rather than advocating violence on their          

oppressors, modeled a way of “loving their     

enemies.” They could not accept this and, it 

seems that we, even after the time Jesus,      

cannot accept what Jesus taught. We hate 

those we call enemies and want to direct        

violence on them. Humans still have not 

learned the teaching of God.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 The Gospel passage we hear is a            

presentation of Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus. 

Matthew incorrectly presents the lineage of   

Joseph instead of that of Mary. He starts his 

genealogy with Abraham. Luke supposedly  

presents Mary’s lineage and starts with Adam. 

Most scholars believe both genealogies are 

probably spurious. Because Jesus was seen as 

the Messiah by the Christians, He had to have a 

genealogy written for Him. All important        

persons have a particular genealogy.  

 Matthew’s genealogy ends with a very  short  

presentation of the “birth of 

Jesus.” What is interesting is 

that the passage ends with 

this statement: and they shall 

call him Emmanuel, a name 

which means “God is with us.” 

However, it then says that they 

named Him Jesus. So why the 

switch in names.  

 In Isaiah7:14 the Bible      

gives a prophecy of the name 

of Jesus. It says, "Therefore 

the Lord Himself will give you 

a sign: Behold, a virgin will be 

with child and bear a son, and 

she will call His name           

Immanuel."  I f  we go 

to Matthew 1:21, it says, "And 

she will bear a Son; and you 

shall call His name Jesus, for 

it is He who will save His     

people from their sins. Is this       
      (Continued on page 7) 

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isa%207.14
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt.%201.21
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THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS 

In the last issue I quoted a Kondak which we 

pray that speaks to the mystery of Christmas. 

What it does not mean is that God endorses a 

nation or purpose against His other children. 

 Gott mit uns, for example, was a battle cry 

of Nazi Germany equal to the present day war 

shout of radical Muslims: Allahu akhbar! as 

those flying into the Twin Towers yelled. “With 

us” is the joyous awareness of the awesome 

mystery that Creator became Creature, the          

Eternal condescended to human limits            

including death, love beyond all human           

comprehension has manifested itself in Christ 

Jesus the Son of God Who became the Son of 

Man for our sake. 

 Christ appears on earth as the most          

precious Gift that we cannot hope to recompense, certainly never earn or        

comprehend. Why does God love us so much, and how can we repay Him?       

Nobody, not even the Lord Almighty, offers gifts without expecting something in 

return. We know there is nothing we have as our own except the present of      

freedom. We are not robots, and even if “our days are like grass…” (Psalm 

103:15), nevertheless, in our brief life span we have time to consider the gift of 

life and the Source of life. We can come to the realization that this lifetime may 

be short, but the promise of the gift of eternity is part of the reason for the         

incarnation of the Son of God. Salvation is Christ’s purpose for His birth. Christ is 

life, and yet He died so that we might share eternal life with Him. Yet another 

mystery. 

 He offers us life everlasting, but He does not insist we accept it - or Him. 

He “stands at the door and knocks,” but it is for us to open to Him or leave Him 

outside. Such respect is almost too much; however, He treats us with a freedom 

that we feel we do not deserve or that we may not appreciate. We throw away 

our freedom with excess of passions, with some form of addiction to drugs,      

alcohol, overindulgence, wallowing in despair or foolish behavior - and Jesus     

remains standing outside the door of our heart, patiently waiting to be invited 

inside. How can He love us that much? 

 The greatest mystery of Christmas is the revelation of God’s absolutely great 

love for us. He has spared nothing to reveal to us His love. He freely gives and 

only hopes that we will freely respond to His great love. How do we respond?   
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THIS IS MY BELOVED SON 

While we accept that the Word of God, Jesus      

the Christ, entered human history with his               

Incarnation and everything He did for us, we can 

keep in mind that the Bible itself gives us the 

incentive to read the Jesus story at a deeper   

level. The theology of the Transfiguration allows 

us to do just that.  

 In the Transfiguration story Christ lifted the 

curtain of his humanity and revealed His divinity. 

The Word of God, who accepted to unite with 

human nature, showed to Peter, John and 

James that He was not only the son of Mary, 

born in Bethlehem and raised in Nazareth, but 

also that He was the pre-eternal God. This is the 

tone that permeates the beginning of John’s 

Gospel and the reference to “the glory as of the 

only begotten of the Father” in John 1:14.  

 This revelation of the divinity of Christ          

reminds us that the Gospel is not the story of a 

man, but the story of God who became human 

while never ceasing to be God. Christ did not do 

anything out of necessity or need, but by choice. 

This realization becomes more important when 

we consider the significance of the passion        

of Christ. Christ prepared his disciples to              

understand it by His Transfiguration. In this way, 

even at the moment of suffering and death, the 

Christ of the Crucifixion was not a powerless and 

defeated human, but the same glorious Christ 

that Peter, John and James had already seen at 

the Transfiguration.  

 In other parts of the Gospel we see, likewise, 

images of Christ that emphasize His human      

nature and remind us that He embraced        

completely the human condition. Jesus asks for 

water; he weeps at the news of Lazarus’ death; 

He complains that there is not place for Him to 

rest His head; He sweats blood the  night  before 

 

His Crucifixion. These real          

examples show that He was 

as fully human as any of       

us. Yet the Transfiguration        

reminds us that Christ, the 

Logos of God before the ages, 

united with human nature by 

His own choice. The glorious 

Word of God was humbled, 

but not humiliated by            

becoming human.  

 Hopefully these thoughts 

can help my readers to come 

to a deeper understanding of 

God’s love for us. He came in 

the Person of Jesus to show 

us how to live and endured all 

the possible human, difficult 

challenges. He met all of 

these challenges with a sense 

of using them as a real and 

true opportunity to be a Son 

of the Father.  
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan 

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
Christmas Eve  

Tuesday, December 24 - 10 PM 

Christmas Day 
Wednesday, December 25 - 10 AM  

Synaxis of the Mother of God 
Thursday, December 26 - 8 AM 

Protomartyr Stephen 
Friday, December 27 - 8 AM 

Sunday after Christmas 
December 29 - 10 AM  

NEW YEAR’S DAY 

Wednesday, January 1 - 10 AM 

THEOPHANY  
Sunday, January 5 - 10 AM 

*************** 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
Is traditionally a “fast day”. It is a 

good way to prepare for Christmas. 

However, it must be something 

that we freely do.  

THE NEW LIFE 
As I have been trying to 

suggest, if we come to a 

real understanding of 

what is meant by saying 

that we humans are       

created in the IMAGE of 

God and, in cooperation 

with His Spirit, have the 

ability to grow in His    

LIKENESS, we will discover a whole NEW LIFE. 

First, however, we must explore the distinction 

between image and likeness. 

 According to Origen’s interpretation, ‘man 

received the dignity of God’s image when he 

was created or conceived’ but must acquire the 

perfection of this likeness for himself by his 

own diligence in the imitation of God and in 

cooperation with God’s Spirit. The image is like 

a seed: ‘the soul conceives by this seed of the 

Word and the conceived Word is formed in it’ in 

conformity with the virtues of Christ.  

 Progress in the spiritual life develops from 

the efforts that humans put into their spiritual 

growth. The Alexandrians who saw the image   

in intelligence accentuated a transforming        

contemplation which is also rooted in the      

image of God in the soul. Origen explained this 

by giving an active meaning to the word found 

in Second Corinthians, katoptizomenoi, ‘looking 

as in a mirror, contemplating’ and interpreted it 

in the Hellenistic manner as a vision which 

transforms.  

 It goes without saying, of course, that those 

who identified the image    (Continued on page 8) 
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PRAYERS FOR THE FAST 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22nd 
Heavenly Father I would again offer to 

You a prayer that the Church has      

given me and say: “Your Nativity, O 

Christ our God, has shined the light of 

knowledge upon the world. For       

thereby they that worshipped the stars 

were instructed by a star to worship 

You, the Sun of Righteousness and to 

know You, the Dayspring from on high. 

O Lord, glory be to You.” Help me,     

Father, to focus on the spiritual      

meaning of the coming feast. Help me 

to understand its true meaning since 

it wonderfully expresses all that You 

have done for me. You took on my   

human nature in the Person of Your 

Son to provide me with a model of 

how I should live. I make this prayer to 

You Who I call Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit. AMEN  
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 23rd 

Heavenly Father, we have come to the 

end of the St. Philip’s Fast. I ask You, 

my Heavenly Father, to truly allow me 

to celebrate the feast of the Birth of 

Your Son, Jesus, in a spiritual manner. 

Help me to truly embrace the fact that 

You are being born now through me 

into my world. I am now the one You 

have chosen to make Your Kingdom 

real in my world. Help me, by my        

ability to show unconditional love to 

allow humans, Your love for              

humankind. I make this prayer to You 

Who I call Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

AMEN  

ON A RESOLUTE PURPOSE 

If you wish to save your soul and win 

eternal life, arise from your lethargy, 

make the sign of the Cross and say: In 

the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. AMEN.  

 Faith comes not through pondering 

but through action. Not words and 

speculation but experience teaches us 

what God is. To let in fresh air we have 

to open a window; to get tanned we 

must go out into the sunshine.      

Achieving faith is no different; we    

never reach a goal by just sitting in 

comfort and waiting, say the holy      

Fathers. Let the Prodigal Son be our 

example. He arose and came.  

 However           (Continued on page 7) 
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(Continued from page 2) 

contradiction? No it is not.  

 In ancient times names were often given as    

representations of the hopes and dreams of the 

parents or even of recognition of divine assistance. 

Names in the Old Testament had understandable 

meanings. For example: Abram means "exalted 

father," but Abraham means "Father of a             

multitude." Some names could even be translated 

into complete sentences as in Uzziel (‘God is my 

strength’-- Ex. 6:18), Adoniram (‘my lord is           

exalted’--1 Kings 4:6), and Ahimelek (‘my [divine] 

brother is king’--1 Sam. 21:1).2 

 Names are more descriptive in the Hebrew and 

Greek than they are in English. They often refer to 

the character or purpose, of the one being named.   

 When we come to Isaiah 7:14, we encounter a 

prophecy about the Messiah - stating that his 

name will be Immanuel. Immanuel literally means 

"God is with us." This is significant because Jesus 

is God in flesh: In the beginning was the Word, and 

the Word was with God, and the Word was God 

and the Word became flesh and dwelt among 

us’  (John 1:1,14). For in Him [Jesus] all the         

fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form" (Col. 2:9).  

 So, we can see that a prophecy of Jesus being 

"Immanuel" is dealing with his being God - the 

word in flesh. This was fulfilled in the birth of Jesus 

when the Word, known as the Son, second person 

of the Trinity, became flesh. We call this the         

incarnation. When it came time to name the Lord, 

an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream and told Joseph to call his new son "Jesus, 

for it is He who will save His people from their 

sins" ). The word "Jesus" means "Jehovah is        

salvation." This is appropriate since Jesus is       

Jehovah, the second person of the Trinity, who    

became flesh and is our salvation. 

(Continued from page 6) 

w e i g h e d  d o w n  a n d              

entangled in earthly fetters 

you may be, it can never be 

too late. Not without reason 

is it written that Abraham 

was seventy-five when he set 

forth and the laborer who 

comes at the eleventh hour 

gets the same wages as the 

one who comes in the first.  

 Nor can it be too early. A 

forest fire cannot be put out 

too soon; would you see your 

soul ravaged and charred?  

 In baptism you received 

the command to wage the 

invisible warfare against the 

enemies of your soul; take     

it up now. Long enough         

have you dallied; sunk in             

indifference and laziness you 

have let much valuable time 

go to waste. Therefore you 

must begin again from the          

beginning: for you have let 

the purity your received in 

baptism be sullied in dire 

fashion.  

 Arise then; but do so at 

once, without delay. Do not 

defer your purpose till 

“tonight” or “tomorrow” or 

“later, when you have          

finished what you have to do 

just now.” The interval may 

be fatal. These are thoughts 

of our Holy Fathers.  

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Exod.%206.18
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Kings%204.6
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isa%207.14
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%201.1
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%201.14
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Col.%202.9
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St. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church  

6340 Chase Road 

Dearborn, MI 48126 
 

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D. 

Pastor 
 

Rectory: (313) 582-1424 

Cell: (313) 580-4412 

WRuchgy@gmail.com 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sundays @ 10:00 AM  

Ukrainian & English 
 

 

Weekdays @ 8:00 AM 

English 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Penance 

By Appointment 
 

Baptism & Matrimony 

In most instances membership 

required for six months  
 

Funerals  

Membership of an immediate family 

member required 
 

 

 

Parish Life Council 
 

Bob & Corinne Boyko  

734.451.1893 
 

John & Janet Dicky 

586.755.3129 
 

Daria Drobny 

313.791-0292 
 

Robert Krokosky 

248.431.9554 
 

Leo & Mary LaDouceur 

313.278.7378 
 

Gordon Malaniak 

734.564.9817 
 

Leonard Mier 

313.584-6795 
 

Greg & Esther Petrovich 

734.453-4354 
 

 

Rafic Vawter 

313.624.9867 

 

http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org   - and -   Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn 

 

Sunday, December 22 - Weekend of the Holy Ancestors - Tone 3 

       10:00 AM - Deceased family members in Ukraine and America -  

                           Jaroslava Zalopanyj and Son Mykola Skikyn 

WEEK OF CHRISTMAS 

Monday, December 23 - Holy Martyrs of Crete  

     8:00 AM -  Special Intention 

Tuesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve  

     10:00 PM -  Special Intention 

Wednesday, December 25 - Christmas Day    

       10:00 AM - Special Intention 

Thursday, December 26 - Synaxis of Mary the Mother of God 

       8:00 AM - Special Intention 

Friday, December 27 - Stephen, Protomartyr  

       8:00 AM -  Health of George & Irene Durisin;  Daughter Jane Semak 

Saturday, December 28 - Saturday after Christmas  

       No Service Scheduled 

Sunday, December 29 - Weekend After Christmas  

       10:00 AM - Eileen N. Vasiloff; Rene Vasiloff  

(Continued from page 5 - The New Life) 

with the likeness did not in the least 

deny spiritual progress. 

 As I think about this, I realize 

that I must, if I truly want to grow 

spiritually, have a vision of what I 

want to become. In this case I want 

to become “like Jesus”. In order to 

accomplish that I must cooperate 

with God’s Spirit within me and 

make every effort to “live like Jesus.” That means 

making every effort to unconditionally love others, 

regardless of how they treat me. Learning how to 

unconditionally love is transformative. It allows me 

to be truly free and not held captive by my own        

impulses or my society’s values. I am free to live in 

accord with my beliefs and spiritual values, not 

needing the approval of others but seeking the       

approval of God.                             
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COURAGE TO PRAY 

In addition to “seeing” the clear vision that Christ 

speaks of - namely that we must learn to have true 

and real relationships with humans before we can a 

true and real relationship with Him, we must also 

learn how to LISTEN, to hear what He is saying to us. 

Hearing is an act of sustained attention. In order to 

hear, we must not only lend our ears, but also try 

and understand the meaning and intention of the 

words. Hearing means bowing our heads in humility 

which is capable of accepting what the other person 

is sowing on the ground of our mind and heart. This 

is the true meaning of the word ’humility’. The word 

comes from the Latin ’humus’, fertile soil, that soil 

which we no longer notice because we are so used 

to it, dumb and dark, capable of making good use of 

the rubbish we tip onto it, capable of transforming 

our refuse into wealth, of accepting every seed,      

giving it body, life, growth to become fully itself, 

without  ever denaturing it. Our own power of        

hearing begins with humility. Like the rich silent, 

creative earth, we should offer ourselves to the     

Other.  

 Seldom do I hear people say that they “listen” in 

prayer. They are so busy trying to get God to grant 

them whatever they want, that they fail to “listen.”  

 For example, when a person is confronted with a 

serious illness, do they listen to what God is trying to 

tell them through the opportunity that life has       

presented to them? (By the way, it is my belief that 

God does not will illness. Life, which is designed to 

present us with certain challenges, sometimes      

presents us with the challenge of health. Within this 

challenge there is always a lesson to learn).  

 It is critical that we learn how to LISTEN as well 

as speak. This, of course is true in all relationships. 

Se have to learn to listen. We have to be truly open 

to  hearing  what  the  other  person  is  saying. Most    

relationships truly suffer        

because of the lack of one 

person or both persons 

not “hearing” what the 

other person is saying.  

 You might ask: How 

can I hear an invisible God 

speaking to me? My       

answer is, try listening. 

Thoughts will come to us 

that are the responses 

from God, if only we open 

our hearts and minds.  

 Is it easy to do? No, 

not necessarily. That is 

why we work at it. Prayer 

is not one-sided. It is a 

conversation with God, 

our Heavenly Father. So it 

means that we tend to say 

something and then wait 

to see if anything comes 

to mind. Try it! You’ll find 

God does respond!   
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ST BASIL’S THOUGHTS ON GENESIS 

 St. Basil wrote about the        

existence of something before 

God created man and the state 

that what existed was in. A 

change from this unfruitful 

state came when Yahweh God 

formed the man of dust from 

the ground. There is a wordplay 

here in the Hebrew: the Lord 

formed the adam (the man) 

from the dust of the Adamah 

(the ground). That is, the 

ground formed the natural     

ecological partner of the man, 

the adam. God gave him the 

gift of the earth to till it and to 

bring food and life from it. The 

term dust (Hebrew apar) means 

simply “dirt, soil, dust,” but 

speaks  also  of  man’s  humble  

ST BASIL THE GREAT 

origins. Though Yahweh will call the man to a 

tremendous dignity as His priest, he was        

created from the dust, which bids him          

remember his low origin and estate. The verb 

formed (Hebrew yasar) is the same verb used 

for the potter forming the clay in Isaiah 29:16; 

it conveys the image of Yahweh as divine 

craftsman.  

 Having created this inanimate object, He 

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, 

and the man (Hebrew Adam) became an       

animate being.  Before Yahweh’s divine           

inbreathing, the adam was simply a mass of 

dust or clay. But by God’s own direct action, 

He  breathed into his nostrils the breath of 

life. The verb  breathed (Hebrew naphach)    

denotes not a gentle blowing, but a vigorous 

puffing; it is the verb used for a smith blowing 

hard on the coals to make them glow and for 

God angrily blowing away what rebellious     

Israel had stored up. God thus created man 

with enthusiastic vigor. Though the man       

became an animate being like the animate 

beings/animals of Genesis 1:24, he differed 

from the animals in being created directly 

from the inbreathing care of Yahweh Himself. 

The adam was no mere animal, but             

something created for a special and higher 

destiny.  

 So what is this higher and special destiny? 

Union with God. We see this in the Person of 

Jesus. He, Who was God and Man, revealed to 

us that we have the ability to become, 

through our efforts assisted by God’s Spirit, to 

become more and more united with our       

Creator. We have the innate ability to grow in 

our LIKENESS OF GOD.    
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 When I think about Eastern spirituality, the very 

first thing that comes to mind is a prayer that we 

all sing in the Divine Liturgy: Let us who          

mystically represent the Cherubim and sing the 

thrice-holy hymn to the life-creating Trinity, now 

set aside all earthly cares that we may welcome 

the King of all, invisibly escorted by angelic 

hosts, Alleluia. The goal of Eastern spirituality is 

to have us see ourselves as representing not only 

the angelic hosts but Christ Himself in our world. 

Christ is born in our world right now through us. 

We are the vehicles that God has chosen to allow 

Him to come into the world and transform the 

world.  

 Do you see this as your role in creation? Our 

Eastern spirituality would have us develop this 

vision of our role in creation. God desires a     

physical means to be present to His creation 

right now. We have been chosen to make that 

happen. It means, however, that we must make 

every effort to transform ourselves, making      

ourselves more and more each day like our 

brother Jesus.  

 Our Eastern spirituality is not about achieving 

heaven and avoiding hell. It is about personal 

change and transformation - a process that God 

has engaged us in now and for all eternity. He 

desired, when He created us, to find a way that 

He could draw us freely into a genuine and true 

love relationship with Him. He gave us free will 

and  therefore  does  not  force  us  to  do this but                                                                           

THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE CHRISTIAN EAST 

only hopes, for our sakes, 

that we will discover this and 

embrace a way of living that 

causes personal change. Of 

course the way that we have 

been shown by God Himself 

is the “WAY OF JESUS”. This 

is the sole purpose of earthly 

life - personal change. There 

is no other purpose.  

 The other wonderful thing 

about life is that God has also 

given us His Spirit to help us 

in this process. All we have to 

do is call upon Him for help 

and He will help us.  



 

 


