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Христос Раждається! - Славіте Його! - Old Slavonic 

Христос народився! Слава Його! - Ukrainian 

Kristus De Je Rodil! - Slavite Ga! - Slovenian  

Χριστός Γεννάται! Δοξάστε τον! - Greek 

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM! 

Dearest Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 I would, on this glorious feast of our 

Lord’s nativity, greet each of you with 

the wondrous expression of our faith 

CHRIST IS BORN! For indeed He is born 

right now in the hearts and lives of all 

who believe that God became a human 

in order to reveal to us how to live and 

how to freely and voluntarily return His 

love.  

 I would encourage you to think 

about the mystery that we celebrate we 

celebrate. Christianity is the only         

religion which really declares that the 

Creator joined Himself to humanity 

through the act of become human   

Himself in the Person of the Son. This is 

a powerful belief, a great mystery and a 

joyous revelation. The act of becoming 

a human revealed for all ages that we 

humans are somehow intimately           

connected to the Creator Himself. It 

gives understanding to the words of the 

Bible: Then God said: ‘Let us make man 

in our image, after our likeness….God 

created man in his image; in the divine 

image he created him; male and        

female he created them.” 

 It is my sincerely hope and prayer 

that on this Christmas 2019, those who 

read my Bulletin will be filled with       

belief that they are truly created in 

God’s image and have been given the 

potential, with God’s help, to grow in 

His likeness. If you embrace this belief, 

life changes and you begin to more 

clearly understand the meaning and 

purpose of life.  

 It my sincerely priestly prayer that 

you have a wonderful Christmas, one 

that is filled with peace, happiness and 

love. As always,  

   Father Wayne 
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THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS 

 Believe it or not, entering into the 

feast of Christmas is truly entering into 

the great mystery of life. While we           

remember God’s advent into our world on 

Christmas, we also celebrate what        

Christmas means to humanity.  

 What does Christmas mean? It means 

that our Creator-God, out of love for us,     

became one of us in the person of Jesus in 

order to help us under-

stand the meaning and 

purpose of life.  

 God realized how  

confusing can be.          

Humans are constantly 

called to experience the 

uniqueness of human life. 

It is both baffling and    

exhilarating. We have a 

sense of our greatness 

and our weakness. We 

experience the power of 

our minds and the       

frightening power of our 

emotions. We sense how 

powerful we are and, at the same time, 

how absolutely powerless we are. Most of 

us stand in awe at what it means to be a 

human.  

 We human further sense our desire to 

“control the events of life” and yet are 

deeply aware that we have almost “no 

control” over the events of life. We’re 

caught between our sense of being infinite 

and finite.   

 Life is, in many respects, confusing 

and scary. We have the desire to live       

forever and yet know the reality of the 

grave. In nature we see the life-death cycle 

spelled out but are almost afraid to        

believe that this same cycle could also be 

true for us since we have not experienced 

the return of someone from the dead. In 

fact most of us wonder, at one time or       

another, what happens after death. We  

desire life after death to be real but,       

without faith, cannot demonstrate that 

this can even be true. By   ourselves we 

cannot prove that life-after-death is even 

possible. All of our sci-

ence cannot confirm 

that life-after-death is 

possible to real. And yet 

the desire for eternal life 

never leaves us. Know-

ing the         challenges 

that human life would 

present to us, God decid-

ed from all eternity to 

take on       human flesh 

and reveal the true 

meaning of human life.  

     The true meaning of 

life is that life,   because 

it is a sharing in Divine 

Life itself, is eternal and that we live be-

yond the grave. God revealed this by com-

ing into our world as a human, Jesus. By 

the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, 

God made known to us the true nature of 

life. But it calls for belief. We cannot prove 

this revelation with science or logic, even 

though it is not illogical. It is, however, 

something that can only be believed if we 

allow ourselves to make a “leap of faith.”  

Belief in the miracle of God becoming 

man brings hope to humanity. It is a rea-

son to rejoice. I, for one, would much ra-

ther    believe in the possibility of this reve-

lation than to live without hope.  
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REMEMBERING TRADITIONS   -  THREE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS 

You have heard me talk a lot about    

putting Christ back into Christmas. I 

have shared that only we Christians 

can do this. So, how will you begin 

your Christmas meal? One of our     

traditions is to begin the meal by     

reading about the Lord’s Nativity from 

the New Testament. It appears only in 

the Gospels of Matthew and Luke.  

MATTHEW 1: 18-25 

LUKE: 2: 1-20 
Do you have the courage to introduce 

this into your Christmas traditions? It 

helps people focus on the real reason 

for your celebration.   

 AS many are probably aware, 

our Christmas celebration traditionally   

involves three days - our Church        

calendars show this clearly by shading 

in the two days after Christmas.  

 

Thursday, December 26th 
Synaxis of the Mother of God 

 

Friday, December 27th 
Protomartyr Stephen 

 

The Divine Liturgy will be served each 

of these days at 8:00 AM at St. 

Michael’s Parish. I mention this so 

that you might make these days        

special and continue your celebration.  

 

 

OUR 2020 CHURCH CALENDARS 
Our 2020 Church Calendars are now available. The 

cost of our calendars this year has increased and 

therefore I would ask that you only take one calendar 

per family. The calendars contain “readings” for every 

day of the year. Why not try using these references.  

************************* 

BEGIN THE UP-AND-COMING NEW YEAR RIGHT 
As you are probably very aware, our Church sees the            

beginning of any New Year as a special event, one that 

she punctuates with a Feast. WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1st 

is the Feast of the Lord’s Circumcision and St. Basil the 

Great. The Divine Liturgy will be served at St. Michael’s at 

10:00 AM. Why not start the new year out right, that is 

with prayer.  
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The Church and therefore Our Church, celebrates two major 

winter feasts: The Nativity of our Lord and the Baptism of 

Our Lord. These winter feasts find their origins in historical 

events that revealed God to humanity. These events are 

called “Theophanies” or “Epiphanies,” since we believe that 

that they are manifestations of our Triune God. This is why 

the theme of both Christmas and Theophany in the Eastern 

Church is more about “God Being With Us” than it is about 

the historical facts of His Birth and Baptism. In fact, on the 

Eves of Christmas and Theophany, the Church has a service 

which is called the ROYAL HOURS and 

during that service the phrase GOD IS WITH US (Snami Boh) 

is repeated over and over again.  

 As we celebrate these feasts, we need to keep in mind 

that we celebrate them because we truly believe that GOD 

IS WITH US - He is not far-away in some distant place.       

Rather, He is here with us, sharing human life with us each 

and every millisecond. If we keep this focus to our             

celebration, we will not only better understand God’s           

actions in history but also understand our own human lives. 

Let us pray that God will “manifest” Himself to us in a        

special manner this year. We have to open our hearts and minds, however, in 

order to allow Him to manifest Himself to us. Will you open your heart and mind 

and meet God this year? Only you can make it happen! 

OUR WINTER FEASTS 

A VERY BIG THANK YOU 
I would like to extend a very big THANK YOU to all who          

remembered me with Christmas Greetings. It is always very 

wonderful to think that you are remembered.  Again Thank 

You for including me in your thoughts at Christmas.  
******************** 

A very big THANK YOU is also extended to all those who 

helped in anyway to make our services more beautiful and 

my job easier. So to the servers, readers, singers and helpers, 

may God bless you abundantly for your help! 
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The nativity icon of our Church is full of 

beautiful symbolism with great theological 

depth. Several elements of this icon can  

be found in the extra-biblical book called 

the Protevangelium of James. It is a second 

century document that contains some of 

the oldest verbal tradition that was passed 

down in the first few generations of the 

Church. 

 Icons are images of reality – they show 

us how the world exists.  They are not just a 

photo of an event since not everything    

depicted happened all at once.  In this way, 

they reveal the inner meaning of an 

event.  Symbolic significance in icons is 

more important than being literal; the 

Church is making us into theologians, not 

historical critics.  It’s teaching us the       

meaning of history, not just listing the 

facts. 

 In the center is the infant Christ lying in 

a manger.  The Virgin Mary is beside Him, 

and an ox and an ass are behind 

Him.  Christ being born in a cave is not in 

the Bible, but it is an ancient tradition,      

dating back to the first and second          

centuries.  He is dressed in burial clothes to 

foreshadow His death. His location in a 

cave also foreshadows the grave in which 

He would be buried and where He would 

resurrect. 

 When Adam and Even were first         

created, they were clothed in the glory of 

God.  That was their natural state.  But 

when they fell into sin, they lost this       

clothing of glory and became aware of their 

nakedness. Clothed in animals skins 

(which represent death), they went into    

exile outside of the Garden.  Christ likewise 

condescended from His state of glory to 

become one of us, wrapping Himself in the 

mortal flesh’s sin and death, as Scripture 

states, God made Christ who knew no sin 

to be sin for us, that we might become the 

righteousness of God in Christ (2 Cor. 5:21). 

  Unlike most icons that feature both 

Christ and the Virgin Mary, she is not      

looking at Him.  Instead, she is looking at 

her husband Joseph, interceding for 

him.  After the birth of Jesus, he walked out 

of the cave, battling doubts.  The figure 

next to him is supposed to be the devil who 

is, of course, is filling his mind with all sorts 

of doubts and probably angry thoughts. 

 We may sing “What Child is This?” but 

Joseph’s question was “Whose child is 

this?!” since he knew he was certainly not 

the father.  Yet Joseph has a halo, which 

indicates his sanctity. 

 Sometimes when God shows up in our 

lives, it raises questions and doubts.  God 

bestows His grace upon us, but then He 

seems to withdraw a little bit, allowing    

difficulties to test and deepen our 

faith.  We may wonder why things happen 

the way they do.  But if we persevere, we 

have a doubting saint to whom we can look 

as our example.  

 I shall continue this explanation in the 

coming Bulletins.  

THE CHRISTMAS ICON 

https://www.orthodoxroad.com/the-protevangelium-of-james/
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HOLY ASCENSION & ST. MICHAEL’S 
 

Tuesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve   
          

 

HOLY ASCENSION PARISH 
 5:30 PM - Divine Liturgy 

                      - Intention of the Parish Family 
            

ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH 
     10:00 PM  - Divine Liturgy 

                        - Intention of the Parish Family 
         

 

 

ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH 
 

Wednesday, December 25 - Christmas Day  

     10:00 AM  - Divine Liturgy 
                                 

Thursday, December 26 - Synaxis of Mary 

  8:00 AM - Special Intention 
 

Friday, December 27 - Stephen, Protomartyr 

  8:00 AM - Special Intention 
 

 

HOLY ASCENSION PARISH 
Saturday, December 28 - Holy Innocents, Martyrs  

   5:30 pm  - Intention of the Parish Family 
 

 

 

ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH 

Sunday December 29 - Sunday After Christmas  
 

  10:00 AM - Divine Liturgy  

                         - Intention of the Parish Family 
 

Wednesday, January 1 - Circumcision                       

This is a Major Holy Day 

   10:00 AM - Divine Liturgy  

                           +Intention of the Parish Family 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

PLEASE JOIN ME 
I would invite members of  

Holy Ascension Parish to 

join me at St. Michael’s   

Parish if the Holy Ascension 

schedule is difficult for you. 

I would especially invite you 

to join with me on New 

Year’s Day since I won’t be 

in Plymouth New Year’s Eve.  



 

The Eastern HERALD                                              page 8 

 

A TRULY WARM WELCOME 
I would, on behalf of myself and the two Christian       

Communities that I serve, extend a Warm Welcome to all 

who may have joined us in celebrating the Feast of the 

Nativity of Our Lord and God and Savior, Jesus Christ and 

are not regular members or friends from the past. It was 

wonderful having you with us and we only hope and pray 

that your experience of worshipping God and celebrating 

His presence with us was spiritually rewarding for you.  

     As you probably observed, the two communities that I 

serve are, while small, communities that truly believe 

that God came into our world in order to help us             

understand the meaning and purpose of life and that He 

is here with us. Both communities follow the traditions and customs of the 

Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church and our ritual is that of the Byzantine Church. 

Again, thank you for coming and we hope that you will visit again.  

St Michael the Archangel  

Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church  

6340 Chase Road 

Dearborn, MI 48126 
 

Holy Ascension Eastern Catholic Church 

1062 Church Street  

Plymouth, MI 48170 


