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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND 
On this weekend when we celebrate the feast 

of THEOPHANY - the Baptism of Christ by John 

in the Jordan - our readings are taken from 

Paul’s Second letter to Timothy and also Mark’s 

Gospel. This is an interesting combination of 

readings. Paul’s reading states that he has 

kept the true faith and has endured much for 

the message of God. His true intention was to 

draw all to the belief in Jesus Christ. He had 

many that followed his preaching and had        

embraced the message of Jesus. This is          

manifested by the fact that many were willing 

to face persecution and death because of their 

belief in Jesus and because of the preaching of 

Paul.  

 The Gospel story we hear is that of Mark 

relating the baptism of Jesus by John the        

Baptizer, the cousin of Jesus, and the message 

that this baptism presents. In fact the Gospel 

only presents John’s disposition to prepare    

people for the person of Christ. His total and 

personal ministry was to prepare people for   

Jesus’ ministry. He had experienced something 

in his childhood which told him that he would 

prepare the world for the person of Jesus.  

 Think about it. Mary realized that her         

relatives conceived a child late in life. She went 

to Elizabeth and professed her belief that       

Elizabeth’s conception was special. Neither 

knew how their children, John and Jesus, would 

influence humankind. They only knew that their 

unique pregnancies would be a fulfillment of a 

revelation made to the people of Israel.  

 We so glorify this process that we fail to    

remember that these people and families did 

not realize what was happening. They only      

accepted a prophecy, placing their hope and 

trust in Yahweh-God.  

 This most important factor 

is frequently not realized.  

They were people of faith. 

They believed that God, the 

Creator, cared about them 

and would do everything He 

could to bring them freedom. 

That was their greatest and 

primary desire: freedom. They 

thought, however, it was        

freedom from an oppressor.  

 This whole celebration of 

God becoming human tells us 

that He wants us to know why 

we are human and why life is 

the way that it is. It is all 

about calling us to voluntarily 

choose to recognize that we 

are children of God - to realize  

the truth about human life. 
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In the first centuries of Christianity, the 

feast of the Theophany was regarded 

as a collective feast for it embraced 

other events in the life of Jesus which 

bore witness to His divinity - namely 

His Nativity, the homage of the Wise 

Men, His baptism, the miracle of       

Cana of Galilee and the miraculous           

multiplication of the 

loaves. Thus the name 

“Theophany” must be 

understood in the       

plural sense for it 

means a feast of holy 

Theophanies.  

 In ancient times, 

on the feast of           

the Theophany the          

solemn baptism of the          

catechumens (new 

converts) took place. 

This baptism was also 

called enlightenment 

or light and the          

catechumens were called “the           

enlightened.” Hence the feast of the 

Theophany was called the Feast of 

Lights and Holy Lights, for Jesus came 

to enlighten all people, “The people 

who sat in darkness have seen a great 

light; and upon those who sat in the 

region and shadow of death, a light 

has arisen (Matthew 4:16). Some      

authors are of the opinion that this 

feast was also called the feast of lights 

because during the baptism ritual the 

church was lit up with a great number 

of candles, symbols of the light of the 

knowledge of the true God (also the 

newly baptized is given a candle to 

symbolize that the faith into which 

they are being initiated gives light to 

the true meaning of life).  

 In the Eastern church the feast of 

the Theophany, except for the feasts of 

the Pasch and the      

Descent of the Holy 

Spirit, is one of the     

oldest festivals. This 

feast  was f i rst           

celebrated at the end 

of the second or at the 

start of the third       

century. St. Clement of 

Alexandria mentions it 

in his works. The      

Apostolic Constitutions 

which is a work of the 

fourth century, speaks 

of this festival thus: 

“Let them celebrate 

the feast of the Theophany, for on that 

day Christ’s divinity was revealed, 

which was confirmed by the Father at 

his baptism, and by the Holy Spirit in 

the form of a dove pointing to Christ.” 

In the third century St Hyppolitus and 

St. Gregory the Wonderworker mention 

it in the church services; and in the 

fourth century, Gregory of Nyssa, John 

Chrysostom, Augustine and other       

Fathers of the Church preached on this 

festival. It has a long and very           

illustrious history. Let us celebrate! 

UNDERSTANDING THE FEAST OF THEOPHANY 
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Certainly the salvation of the world is 

the single will of the Three, “and the 

one who happens to be initiated into 

the mystery of the resurrection learns 

the end for which God created all 

things from the beginning.” But this 

common will is realized differently for 

each person: the Father sends, the    

Son obeys, the Spirit        

accompanies and    

assists: it is through 

him that the Son       

enters the world. This, I 

believe, is a very        

important point that 

we don’t always           

think about or hear 

articulated. It is 

through the Holy Spirit 

that the Father is able 

to come into the world 

in the Person of His 

Son, Jesus. The will of 

the Son is that of the 

Trinity, but it is this as obedience. It is 

the Trinity that saves us, but it is the 

Son who becomes incarnated to        

accomplish the work of salvation in the 

world. The mystery here is that of     

obedience. For in God all is unity. But 

in Christ, there was not only a divine 

will, but also a human will and since a 

separation was introduced between 

the Son and the Father, the accord of 

the two wills in Christ seals the           

obedience of the Son to the Father; 

and the mystery of this obedience is 

indeed that of our salvation.  

 The Son becomes flesh to make 

possible the union of man with God, a 

union not only interrupted but barred 

by evil, without human recourse. The 

mere fact of the incarnation eliminates 

the first obstacle to this union: the      

separation of the two natures, that of 

man and that of God. 

Two other obstacles 

had to be changed in 

human nature, namely 

sin and death. By God 

joining His Son to       

human nature, man 

now has the possibility 

of eliminating sin and 

being immortal. The 

work of Christ is to rout 

sin and death, to banish 

their necessity from   

the terrestrial cosmos. 

Not simply to suppress 

them, for that would be 

to violate the very liberty that created 

them: but to render death harmless 

and sin curable by the submission of 

God Himself to death and hell. Thus 

the death of Christ removes the        

obstacle of sin between man and God; 

and his resurrection takes from death 

its “sting.”  

 God has acted in the manner that 

He has in order to preserve man’s free 

will and yet reveal to him how he might 

cancel out sin and death. All this has 

been done out of God’s love for us.  

CHRIST, TRUE GOD and TRUE MAN 
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan 

THE NEW LIFE 
As I feel most of my 

readers understand, 

this article has been all 

over the place. I have 

tried to express my 

thoughts about the 

presence of the “New 

Life”. Of course you 

have to attempt to experience the New Life 

in order to truly comprehend this. Hopefully 

all of my writing has brought you to a new       

comprehension of the New Life that begins 

with an absolute belief in Jesus being truly 

God and truly man. The fact that God       

intended to come into our world to express 

to us the meaning of human life, is beyond 

real comprehension. To think that our       

Creator cares so much for us that He 

comes as a human being to help us          

understand the “meaning and purpose of 

life,” is truly astounding and must provide 

us with a real desire to return His love. He 

knew, when He created us and gave us 

FREE WILL that life would be confusing and 

challenging for us. SO, He came Himself, in 

the Person of the Son, to help us                

understand how to live in order to come to 

a real understanding of the purpose and 

meaning of life.  

 I wonder, if you are reading this, what 

you think is the               (Continued on page 8)  

INSIGHTS 
In the history of Jesus, there were 

many events which give us insights 

into the Person of Jesus and, of 

course, our Triune God. We have 

just concluded the various 

“THEOPHANIES” or var ious 

“MANIFESTATIONS” God has made 

to humankind of His nature and 

great love for His creation. Have 

we truly understood what He has 

manifested?  

 God has responded to a         

human question: Who are you, O 

God? The Jewish people had tried 

for centuries to understand Who 

God is. We have been given great 

insight into WHO GOD IS as we 

look at the events that surround 

Jesus Christ. Are you aware of this? 

Our religion is all about trying to 

comprehend our God and Creator 

by looking closely a the Person of 

Jesus Christ. Is  that what you have 

experienced by coming here and 

worshipping with me? My primary 

purpose is to  reveal our Jesus-God 

to you.  

The purpose of our lives 

is to be happy 
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THIS IS MY BELOVED SON 

In this article of my Bulletin, I am making an  

effort to share thoughts about the                

Transfiguration of Christ. The Transfiguration 

reminds us that that union with Christ reveals 

that we are intimately connected to our Triune 

God. Why? Because we share the same human 

nature that God embraced in the Person of     

Jesus.  We know Christ as Savior because He 

unites the eternal nature of God with our mortal 

nature. This union allows us to participate in the 

eternity and in the inexhaustible source of life in 

God, and this is how we ultimately understand 

salvation. The Transfiguration of Christ is a      

historical event that points toward the time     

outside time, the end days, the Second Coming, 

and the kingdom of heaven. Following the         

luminous Christ, we hope to fulfill our future in 

the transfiguring light of God.  

 The Transfiguration of Christ is also a marker 

that reminds us that the map of all of Scripture 

corresponds to the journey toward salvation. 

When we read about the teachings, the miracles 

or the other events of the life of Christ in the 

New Testament, and also when we read about 

the prophecies, the kings and the leaders of     

Israel in the Old Testament, it helps us to          

understand all those things better if we think of 

the image of the Transfigured Christ as a visual 

note in the margins of every page, as a reminder 

of the end of the journey.  

 The divine drama of Christ did not end with 

His Ascension, when He was raised to the      

heavens and existed historical time. After the 

Ascension, Christ is still present in the church, 

but in a different way. The next stage of the     

divine drama was Pentecost,  when the Holy 

Spirit started forming the sacramental body of 

Christ  (as  it  was  understood  by St. Paul), from  

the body of the faithful. In 

o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e               

Transfiguration of Christ is 

t h e  m o d e l  f o r  t h e             

transfiguration of the          

individual members into his 

body. This means that as 

members of the body of 

Christ, we live his life. We are 

crucified with Christ when we 

celebrate and internalize     

His Crucifixion. We are             

resurrected with him        

when we celebrate his                

Resurrection. And we are 

transfigured with him            

when we celebrate his       

Transfiguration.  

 God is present to our 

world right now in the Person 

of Christ when we are joined 

with Christ and truly become 

him in our world. 
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As I shared in the last issue of this     

article, it seems, especially as we get 

older, we develop a “hunger for       

something more” than we have.       

Sooner or later this hunger tends to 

lead most people to the area of           

personal development. Some people 

turn their attention to health and      

well-being, others to       

gaining financial     

independence, others 

to improving a        

relat ionship and 

some to spirituality.  

 The hunger is       

really a desire for   

connection and union 

with God. It also     

manifests as a desire 

to be more perfectly 

yourself, because      

every step toward    

the best-version-of-yourself is a step       

toward God. It can express itself in 

hundreds of ways, but all are born from 

the single desire to feel more at home 

with who you are. Regardless of what 

area of personal development you 

choose to focus on at this time in your 

life, there are certain stages and       

pitfalls that are common to all. They all 

share a common psychology of 

change.  

 People, however, find change very 

difficult and resist change in many     

different ways. Whether we are dealing 

with the area of health and well-being, 

relationships, finances, career or       

spirituality, people want to advance. 

People have an enormous desire to 

grow and change and improve. So why 

don’t we? What is the problem? Why is 

it that so many of us seem unable to 

transform resolutions into habits?  

 It is believed that the reason why 

most people fail to 

achieve real and      

sustainable change is 

because they focus 

too much on the        

desired outcome and 

not enough on the   

progress they are 

m a k i n g .  I t  i s             

important to establish 

goals, but goals can 

often seem very       

overwhelming and     

impossible. If we can 

condition ourselves to focus on the    

progress we are making, our advances 

will encourage us to persevere in 

achieving our goals and dreams. It is 

when we lose sight of our progress that 

we become discouraged and it is          

discouragement that often lands us 

back in our old self-defeating habits 

and self-destructive behaviors.  

 Before the beginning of time, when 

we were just a dream, our purpose had 

already been assigned by our loving 

God. Each of us has a purpose for      

being alive at this very moment.  
 Think about this! 

DISCOVERING GOD’S DREAM FOR YOU 
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St. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church  

6340 Chase Road 

Dearborn, MI 48126 
 

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D. 

Pastor 
 

Rectory: (313) 582-1424 

Cell: (313) 580-4412 

WRuchgy@gmail.com 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sundays @ 10:00 AM  

Ukrainian & English 
 

 

Weekdays @ 8:00 AM 

English 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Penance 

By Appointment 
 

Baptism & Matrimony 

In most instances membership 

required for six months  
 

Funerals  

Membership of an immediate family 

member required 
 

 

 

Parish Life Council 
 

Bob & Corinne Boyko  

734.451.1893 
 

John & Janet Dicky 

586.755.3129 
 

Daria Drobny 

313.791-0292 
 

Robert Krokosky 

248.431.9554 
 

Leo & Mary LaDouceur 

313.278.7378 
 

Gordon Malaniak 

734.564.9817 
 

Leonard Mier 

313.584-6795 
 

Greg & Esther Petrovich 

734.453-4354 
 

 

Rafic Vawter 

313.624.9867 

 

http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org   - and -   Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn 

 

Sunday, January 5 - THEOPHANY - Tone 5  

       10:00 AM - Special Intention   

WEEK OF THEOPHANY - Tone 6 

Monday, January 6 - THIEOPHANY  

     7:00 PM -  Special Intention 

Tuesday, January 7 - Synaxis of John the Baptizer  

     No Service Scheduled 

Wednesday, January 8 - George, Dominica & Emilian, Venerables 

     No Service Scheduled 

Thursday, January 9 - Polyeuct, Martyr 

       No Service Scheduled 

Friday, January 10 - Gregory of Nyssa, Bishop  

       No Service Scheduled 

Saturday, January 11 - Theodosius, Venerable  

       No Service Scheduled 

Sunday, January 12 - Sunday After Theophany - Tone 6  

       10:00 AM + Husband John & Son Michael; Irene Winek  

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

(Continued from page 5 - The New Life) 

true meaning of your life. Most people 

give little thought to this and yet I feel 

that it is critical that we all ask           

ourselves: What is the meaning and  

purpose of my life? If we can find an 

answer to this, life changes. All of a sud-

den we have a truly new appreciation 

for life. We see that we are here to grow 

spiritually and to discover how to have a 

relationship with our Creator. We also discover, or at 

least have a new and more realistic appreciation of, who 

we are.  

 I truly believe that we, like Jesus, are here, right now, 

to make others, because of our beliefs which are          

expressed by the way the we choose to live, that God’s 

Kingdom is Real. Have you ever thought about life in this 

way? Have you ever wondered why you are here right 

now? Each of us has, by God and life, a real meaning for 

being alive right now.    
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THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS 

The distinctive feature of our Lord, God and 

Savior is humility. If the entire scenario of the 

Nativity from the embarrassment of His        

mother’s pregnancy to the rude treatment at 

the inn of Bethlehem, the birth, flight and        

return to Galilee is not ample evidence of the 

way the Holy Trinity chose to make the Son of 

God manifest, here again in His first formal     

appearance our Lord Jesus identifies with the 

sinners repenting through immersion in the    

Jordan. Notice what His cousin John thinks 

about it. St. John himself recognized the Lord 

for who He was - a role reversal was in order; 

however, Jesus insisted that He be baptized, 

even though He was sinless. He had nothing to 

repent. Follow the theme of humility through the gospels: He cautions His         

followers when invited to a dinner to take the lowest seat rather than to clamor 

for higher places. He points to the Pharisees who relished being called with titles 

and treated with honor. He does not proclaim Himself to be the Messiah, but 

asks, “Who do men say that I am?” [Matthew 16:15] He asks the one whom He 

healed not to speak about it. He never imposes Himself on anybody but rather 

stands outside the doors of our hearts and awaits for the enlightenment to come 

from within the souls of all created in God’s image, so that by free will, not      

compulsion, will a person realize who He is and welcome Him. 

 So it is that He takes the precious life-giving element of water, which St. John 

utilized for cleansing and purification of human souls, elevating the status of     

water to the means of our salvation. St. John could only bathe the exterior as a 

symbol of transformation from the filth of ego-driven selfishness and all that        

proceeds out of alienation and disobedience to the will of the Almighty. Baptism 

into Christ is the only way of identity with the life, death, resurrection and eternal 

life of our Savior. We are immersed in the humility of Him who condescended to 

empty Himself from the Holy Trinity to appear on earth as a human being. In     

the words of St. Paul: “Made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a             

bondservant and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance 

as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even 

death on the cross” (Philippians 2:7). When we are invited to repentance for our 

sins, contrition, humility and forgiveness of others is essential. What do you think 

about these assertions?  
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ST BASIL’S THOUGHTS ON GENESIS 

 I hope you, my readers, are 

finding this analysis of Genesis 

as interesting as I do. It surly 

changes the ordinary view of 

Genesis as “history”.  

 The garden is further          

described. A river flowed out of 

Eden into the garden, which 

was adjacent to it, to water the 

garden. After leaving the       

garden,  the river divided and 

became four rivers. Two of the 

rivers, the Tigris and the         

Euphrates, are well known.      

Despite the scholarly effort       

expended at determining the 

identity of the other two         

rivers, the Pishon (meaning             

“leaper”) and the Gihon 

(meaning  “gusher” ),   everyone  

ST BASIL THE GREAT 

acknowledges that certain identification is 

impossible. The suffix “-on” seems to indicate 

a diminutive, rivers smaller than the mighty 

Tigris and Euphrates. Some scholars,          

identifying the land of Cush with Ethiopia or 

Nubia (its usual designation), favor an              

Egyptian provenance, and suggest the Pishon 

and Gihon might be the Blue and White Nile. 

Others, on the basis of Genesis 10:8, identify 

Cush with the Cassites in western Iran and 

place the Gihon in Mesopotamia. Some      

identify the Pishon with the Halys River      

flowing into the Black Sea and the Gihon with 

the Aras River, flowing into the Caspian. 

 Fortunately the main point of the             

description does not depend upon identifying 

all four rivers with certainty. Eden is described 

as the palace of God. Kings often planted 

parks next to their royal residences, and here 

the narrator portrays Yahweh as planting a 

garden next to His Edenic residence. The river 

that arose in Eden and flowed out of it is the 

river of life often associated with divine       

temples. We see this common motif reflected 

in Ezekiel’s vision of the restored temple, 

where water issues from below the threshold 

of the temple and grows to become a mighty 

river giving life to all the land. We see it in the 

Psalmist’s poetic description of God’s city, 

which is made glad by the streams of a river. 

We see it in Zechariah’s vision of the glorified 

city of God with living waters flowing from it. 

 Since it was God’s dwelling, naturally a 

river flowed from it, watering His garden and 

flowing from the garden to become four        

rivers, giving life to all the world. 
Pick up Genesis and read it again! 
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Another very important aspect of our Eastern 

Spirituality, which finds profound expression in 

our worship, is that Christ is present in our world 

right now. The mystery of His birth, suffering, 

death, resurrection and ascension is taking place 

now. I realize that most humans find this difficult 

to comprehend since we are so locked into time, 

space and history and we think in terms of past, 

present and future. In the spiritual dimension 

there is no past or future. It is all present! That’s 

why we proclaim so strongly: Christ IS Born! 

Christ IS   Risen!  

 In fact in our Divine Liturgy, through the      

process of metousiosis (μετουσίωσις) the very 

essence of the bread and wine are transformed 

into the very Body and Blood of Christ making 

Him truly present to us. Of course to accept this 

requires faith. It fulfills Jesus’ promise to us that 

He will be with us until the end of time.  

 Again as we remember all that Christ did on 

our behalf, namely articulated in the Anamnesis 

(i.e., the cross, the tomb, the resurrection on the 

third day, the ascension into heaven, the sitting 

at the right hand, the second and glorious      

coming again) we realize that these various 

events are transpiring right now. How can this 

truly be real?   

 Again, if we can integrate this thinking into 

our lives and believe in this manner, life changes 

since all these things are transpiring for the sake 

of our salvation. Of course  you have  to “dare” to    

THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE CHRISTIAN EAST 

accept this way of thinking 

and belief. You have to 

“want” Christ to be present 

right now in your life. You 

have to discover Him in your 

life right now. Who is Christ 

to you right now?  

 So our spirituality is one 

that makes our God, as         

experienced in the person of 

Jesus, present to us right 

now. This has to bring us 

great joy as it did for the 

apostles and disciples. The 

Lord is present to us in order 

to express God’s love for us. 



 

 


