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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND
On this 34th weekend after Pentecost, we
celebrate two important events in the life of
Christ, namely His encounter with Simeon
and the parable He shared about the
Publican and the Pharisee. This takes us
from His early childhood to His ministry. In
some ways this is not as unconnected as it
seems.
Christ, from an early age, was brought to
a belief in God through His family. They,
both Mary and Joseph and His grandparents
were examples of people who consistently
placed their hope and trust in God. So from
a very early age, Jesus was initiated into a
way of living that was God-centered. He, like
us, had to learn this as a human. Life
presented Him, like it does us, with multiple
opportunities to grow in the ability to hope
and trust in God. When humans grow in
their hope and trust in god, they change.
Earthly life is all about personal change
and transformation. We have been given
this earthly life, as a part of an eternal life,
to bring about this change. Life presents us
with challenges and struggles to help bring
about this change.
One of the important aspects of any true
personal change is growth in HUMILITY.
We have to begin to have a honest sense of
who we are.
The parable
highlights the
humility
of
the Publican.
He recognizes
who he is and
stands before
the Lord in
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true humility before the Lord. His
behavior is sharply contrasted
with the arrogance of the
Pharisee.
We are called to recognize
that we are called to be children
of our Living God. In order to
accomplish this, however, we
must embrace a program of
personal change and true
transformation. We must put
aside our human tendencies to
refuse to change and to embrace
a life that makes us more and
more receptive to living like
Jesus, living with unconditional
love for others, regardless of how
they respond to us, regardless of
how they treat us.
This is not an easy task. If it
were easy, we would never really
change. We must embrace the
struggle. The end result is a
closer union with God.
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THE FEAST OF THE COUNTER OF CHRIST WITH SIMEON
The feast of the Encounter is based on
an event from the life of our Savior
which is recorded only in the Gospel of
St. Luke. The law of Moses prescribed
that every woman who gave birth to a
male child was excluded from the
temple for 40 days, for during that time
she was regarded as impure. These 40
days were called “days
of purification”. When
this period was ended,
the mother of the
newly born child went
to the temple and
offered a year old lamb
as a burnt offering, and
a young pigeon or
turtle dove, while a
poor woman had to
offer a pair of pigeons
or a pair of turtle
doves.
In addition to this,
another
rite
was
performed over the
firstborn male on the 40th day - the rite
of offering him up to God and his
subsequent redemption. Here the
providential meeting or encounter of
Jesus with the righteous Simeon merits
special consideration and therefore it is
an event that we celebrate.
The feast of this Encounter of Jesus
with Simeon originated in Jerusalem in
the second half of the fourth century.
First mention of it is made by the
pilgrim Silvia Egeria in her Diary, where
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she calls it the “fortieth day after the
Epiphany.” She describes the liturgical
celebration in great detail. Everything,
she writes, is performed in the
prescribed manner with the greatest
solemnity, just as on Easter Sunday.
From Jerusalem the feast spread
throughout the entire East, but only in
the sixth century under
the Emperor Justinian.
The motives for the
solemn celebration of
the feast were two
extraordinary events: a
plague in the capital of
Constantinople and an
earthquake in Antioch.
Tradition reports that a
certain holy man
received a revelation
from God that the
disasters which had
befallen the nation
would cease when the
solemn celebration of
the Lord’s Encounter was instituted.
The Emperor order the institution of this
feast and the plague ceased.
From the East, the feast passed
over to Rome in the fifth century and,
from there, it spread to France and
Spain in the seventh century and then
to Germany in the eighth century.
In the West the feast was counted
as a feast of our Lord. Only at a much
later date was it recognized as a Marian
feast.
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BUILDING BLOCKS OF EASTERN CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY
I ended this article in the last issue by
highlighting the “life styles” for real
communion with God. Thus the basic
unit of society is the family, not the
individual. Marriage is the most usual
way for people to experience life in
communion. We come into existence
and discover our identity as members
of a family, a community and most
people live out their
lives in a marital
relationship. And it was
to man and woman
collaborating together
as a unit, in their
vocation as priests,
prophets, prophets and
stewards, that the
creation was entrusted.
The God-given gifts and
characteristics of men
and
women
are
complementary and
mutually necessary for
this mission. In Christ the family is
truly created. It is to be based on faith,
a man and woman joined together in
Christ. They are to partake of
the fruitful, life-giving redemptive
relationship of Christ with His Bride,
the Church, and become images of it.
In being united in Christ through
the Mystery of Holy Crowning, they
establish a new domestic church. Their
family and household becomes an icon
of the mystery of the Church. Marriage
is actually an ordination to a ministry:
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it establishes a miniature church and
anoints the bride and groom to be
living witnesses to the faithful and
fruitful relationship of Christ to all of us
as His Church. His bride. For this
reason, the hymns that are sung at the
marriage are also used at the
ordination of a deacon and priest. The
couple is crowned, they are set aside
officially
to
that
vocation of stewardship
over the creation first
entrusted by God to our
first parents. This
marks the manner in
which they will live out
their Christian life in the
Spirit, becoming holy as
they build up and serve
the Church and the
world as Christian
spouses and parents.
As
we
mature
spiritually, our real
appreciation of marriage as
communion deepens. The delight of
spouses in one another progresses
from the carnal to the spiritual.
Physical intimacy is not something for
its own sake, but an expression of the
deeper union the spouses have with
one another. We treasure material
possessions not so much for their
intrinsic value but because of the
communion they represent.
A building block: married couples truly
seeing marriage in this way.
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan

ADULT DISCUSSION
I have passed out an article on the Holy
Trinity that will be the subject of our
next Adult Discussion Group. I would
like to hold this discussion on

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 9TH
It will be held during the “coffee hour”
following the Liturgy. We’ll first have
some coffee and fellowship with other
members and then convene to discuss
the article. I shall try to limit the period
to no more than an hour so that all can
get on with their lives.
*************

DURING THE GREAT FAST
Deacon Len Mier will be leading us in a
Matins Service prior to the Liturgy. It will
begin at 9:30 and last about 20
minutes. The Liturgy begins at 10:00
AM. It might be a good Lenten practice
to include these Matins prayers in your
schedule. We will celebrate the
Presanctified Liturgy each Friday at
7:00 PM. Here is something that you
can do to observe the Great Fast and
give yourself to spiritual change and
transformation.

In three words I can sum up
everything I've learned about life:
it goes on
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THE NEW LIFE
We are all called
during this earthly
existence, to work to
have a “new life”, that
is a life that is
thoughtful and truly
reflective. If we come
to understand that
this earthly life is about personal
change and transformation, then we
will commit ourselves to a life that is
thoughtful and reflective. A life that is
not lived in this manner will never
result in a “changed, new life.”
Think about it. When we came into
this world we were devoid of any real
thought about what this life is all
about. As we grow and encounter
various challenges, we, hopefully,
come to realize that life is about real
and true growth - especially spiritual
growth. Spiritual growth is an ability to
unconditionally love, forgive and accept
all others regardless of how they treat
us. Learning to live in this manner truly
changes us. It takes us to a new level
of spiritual awareness. It accomplishes
something that is primary, it changes
us into true children of God. Why do I
say this? Because Jesus was a true
child of God
(Continued on page 8)
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THIS IS MY BELOVED SON
The Spirit is made manifest in the image of a
dove in the Baptism of Christ, an image that
was often understood by Christians and pagans
as a symbol of spiritual ascent. The Baptism of
Christ is one of the rare revelations of the three
persons at once, and a revelation of their
respective roles in the salvation of humanity.
If we look carefully at what it is that exactly
happens during the Baptism of Christ, we can
understand how the three persons of the Trinity
operate in relation to each other. The Holy Spirit
gives us the guidance, the inspiration, the
strength, and the grace to approach God. The
way we understand the role and the position of
the Holy Spirit within the Trinity, and the way
we invite Him to form Christ in our lives, is
extremely important. The Holy Spirit is God who
operates inside us, in our minds and hearts.
But salvation is not a lonely road. The full
transformation of ourselves starts with God’s
work inside us, but it is completed when we
submit and offer ourselves to Him. It is a terrible
thought, perhaps, that the presence of Christ in
the world depends on us and on our willingness
to be His body. But this transition from
individuals to members of the body of Christ
happens if we accept to offer ourselves. The
work is then done by the Holy Spirit of God. The
difficult part is to invite the transition and then
to step back and allow ourselves to be cleansed
and changed.
The Holy Spirit has a distinct origin (the
Father) and a distinct destination (the Son). But
something else happens before the dove rests
in Christ: a revelation of the divinity and the role
of Christ in our salvation. The Son, the god-man
who acts as a priest, or rather as the priest of
the universe, unites the divine and the human
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nature, shown as he steps
into the baptism of
forgiveness even though the
recognized Son of God is
sinless Himself. The
operation of the Holy Spirit
reveals Jesus’ divinity to
bystanders. And it is the Holy
Spirit Who opens their eyes
and ears, affirming Jesus’
identification through the
words of the Father.
Ultimately the Son connects
us with the inaccessible God.
It must be remembered
that the Holy Trinity always
acts as one. While each
Person of the Trinity has a
unique and special role to
play, they always act as ONE
GOD - they always act in
concert with one another.
Is this making sense?
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CHRIST, TRUE GOD and TRUE MAN
I ended the last issue of this article by sharing
that the “dogma of Chalcedon” was the outcome
of a long fight against the temptations to
rationalize the incarnation by conjuring away
either away the divinity or the humanity of
Christ. In the background stands silhouetted the
opposition of the two great theological schools
of Christian antiquity: Alexandria and Antioch.
The school of Antioch was a school of literal
exegesis (i.e., interpretation of scripture), which
concentrated above all on the historical side of
the Scriptures. Every symbolic interpretation,
every gnosis of the sacred event, seemed
suspect to it, and the presence of the eternal in
history was often overlooked by it. Jesus thus
ran the risk of appearing as one individual in the
history of Judea, in a history all too human in its
temporal setting. At Antioch, history often closed
in upon itself to the point of sometimes
neglecting the grandiose vision of God become
man. By contrast, the school of Alexandria,
centering upon a Christian gnosis (i.e.,
knowledge of spiritual mysteries), often emptied
the biblical event of its concrete simplicity
through an all-too allegorical exegesis, and
tended to depreciate the historical aspect, the
human of the incarnation. These two schools
produced great theologians, but also great
heretics, whenever each gave way to the
temptation that was proper to it.
Issuing from the Antiochian school of
thought, Nestorianism dissected the Christ into
two different persons. Each consubstantiality
giving rise to a consubstantial, thus making it
possible for two consubstantials to appear: the
Son of God and the Son of man, separated
insofar as they are persons. In truth, the
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terminology was not yet
fixed, the distinction between
persons and nature was
confused; and the thought of
Nestorius was for a long time
able to delude. He was the
Patriarch of Constantinople
and belonged to the school of
Antioch where he had had
great theolog ians for
masters, some like Theodore
of Mopsuestia, clearly
tending toward heresy
(Theodore was condemned
post mortem in the sixth
century by the Fifth
Ecumenical Council).
The Church struggled for
a long time before she came
to a definite decision about
Who Jesus was and IS.
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St. Michael the Archangel
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church
6340 Chase Road
Dearborn, MI 48126
Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D.
Pastor

Rectory: (313) 582-1424
Cell: (313) 580-4412
WRuchgy@gmail.com

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Sundays @ 10:00 AM
Ukrainian & English
Weekdays @ 8:00 AM
English

SACRAMENTS
Penance
By Appointment
Baptism & Matrimony
In most instances membership
required for six months
Funerals
Membership of an immediate family
member required

Parish Life Council
Bob & Corinne Boyko
734.451.1893
John & Janet Dicky
586.755.3129

Daria Drobny
313.791-0292
Robert Krokosky
248.431.9554
Leo & Mary LaDouceur
313.278.7378
Gordon Malaniak
734.564.9817
Rev Deacon Leonard Mier
313.584-6795
Greg & Esther Petrovich
734.453-4354
Rafic Vawter
313.624.9867

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Sunday, February 2 - Presentation - Publican & Pharisee - Tone 1
10:00 AM - Special Intention

35th WEEK AFTER PENTECOST - TONE 2
Monday, February 3 - Synaxis of the Holy Prophets Simeon & Anna
No Service Scheduled
Tuesday, February 4 - Isidore, Venerable
No Service Scheduled
Wednesday, February 5 - Agatha, Martyr
No Service Scheduled
Thursday, February 6 - Bucolus, Bishop
No Service Scheduled
Friday, February 7 - Parthenius, Bishop
No Service Scheduled
Saturday, February 8 - Theodore, Great-Martyr
No Service Scheduled
Sunday, February 9 - Weekend of the Prodigal Son
10:00 AM + Adrian Bluj; Wife Luba and Family
+ Michael Papinchak; Bob & Corrine Boyko

(Continued from page 5 - The New Life)

and that is how He lived. Again it is
important to remember that this has to
be learned! It doesn’t come to us
automatically and it is good that it
doesn’t. It requires our voluntary and
free desire to SPIRITUALLY GROW. That
is what this earthly life is all about spiritual growth. This truly answers the
question about why I am here. The meaning and purpose
of earthly life is SPIRITUAL GROWTH. If you have any
other idea about why you are here, right now, you are
wrong. You are here to spiritually grow and change so
that you might truly become a child of God.
So we are here not to be tested about our belief in
God but, rather, to grow. God has not given us earthly life
so that He can catch us “breaking laws” and therefore
punish us.
http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org - and - Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn
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THE COURAGE TO PRAY
This has been a more difficult article to write
and share. In the last issue I shared with you,
my readers, that in order to truly encounter
God in prayer, we must present our “true”
selves. And yet, because we are a succession
of social personalities throughout each day, it
is difficult, when the time comes to pray, to
know which person we present to God. We
often feel lost because we do not know which
of these social personalities is the true human
person, and have no sense of our own true
identity. The several successive persons that
we present to God are not ourselves. There is
something of us in each of them but the whole
person is missing. And that is why a prayer
which could rise powerfully from the heart of
the true person cannot find its way between
the successive men of straw we offer to God.
(By the way this is true of all encounters with
others. In order to develop a genuine and true
relationship with another person, we have to
present our “true” selves, which is difficult to
do. Social media has even further complicated
this, allowing persons to too frequently present
a false self).
It is extremely important that we find our
unity, our fundamental identity. Otherwise we
cannot encounter the Lord in truth. The search
for this unity may take time. We should be on
the watch all the time to see that none of our
words and actions are incompatible with the
fundamental integrity we are seeking. We
must try and discover the real person we are,
the secret person, the core of the person to
come and the only eternal reality which is
already in us. This discovery is difficult
because we have to cast aside all the men of
straw - the persons we would like to be instead
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of the person that we are.
From time to time however
something authentic shows
through, when we forget
ourselves and our deep reality
takes over. In these moments
we are carried away by joy so
that we forget who might be
looking at us, forget to stand
aside and look at ourselves, or
when we are unselfconscious
in moments of extreme pain,
moments when we have a
deep sense of sadness or of
wonder. At these moments we
see something of the true
person that we are. But no
sooner have we seen, we turn
away, not wanting to confront
the person face to face. We are
afraid of that person!
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ST BASIL’S THOUGHTS ON GENESIS

ST BASIL THE GREAT
It is my fondest hope that this
article is making sense. I have
found it fascinating and makes
more sense out of Genesis. I
would continue it. I ended the
last issue with quoting from
Genesis: out of the ground
Yahweh God formed every
living thing of the field and
every bird of the heavens and
brought them to the man to see
what he would call them.
One c annot sensibly
conclude from such an ancient
text that the offering of animals
to the adam before the creation
of woman meant that marriage
was primarily about giving man
companionship and that
sexual complementarity was
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truly irrelevant, so that as long as a man had
company from a partner the gender of the
partner was of not importance. Such a
modern reading of the text would be
staggeringly anachronistic. The introduction of
animals as possible companions serves only
to underscore their unsuitability and the
divine wisdom in the creation of woman. It
introduces and highlights the primordial
irreducibility of mankind’s binary and
gendered existence. One must read these
verses as part of the total flow of the
narrative, leading up to the final ecstatic
conclusion in the creation of the man’s ishah.
It should be noted that the chronological
order of the creation of the animals differs in
this second account from that of the first
creation story, which related that the animals
were created before the human pair was
made. This is not a contradiction but simply
evidence that the author of Genesis used two
different stories, both complete with their own
different lessons. More important is the
narrator’s portrayal of the man participating
in the divine act of creation as God’s
co-creator. In ancient thought, the bestowal of
names was an essential constituent to
creation, for no creation was considered
complete unless the thing made was
assigned a name and function. Though
Yahweh created the animals from the ground,
yet He delegated the final part of their
creation to the man, giving him full authority
to name them. These names were no mere
verbal tags but referred to their assigned
functions and natures in the world.
Read Genesis now. Do you see it in a different light?
page 10

The Weekly Newsletter of Very Reverend Canon Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D.
Vol. 67 No 45

WEEKEND OF PUBLICAN & PHARISEE

February 1-2, 2020

THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE CHRISTIAN EAST
As I think about it, Eastern Spirituality is directly
connected to the Great Fast and how we choose
to observe it. It is a time when we are called to
focus on our spiritual growth. It calls us to do
things that we are not obligated to do but, rather,
to do things that we choose to do.
The Great Fast is a time that is focused on
our spiritual development. It is a time when we
try to truly embrace a program of spiritual
growth, even though that is the purpose of our
entire life.
During the Great Fast, the entire Eastern
Church is focused on spiritual development. It is
the true focus of our liturgical celebrations. We
are encouraged to make this period truly a time
of increased spiritual development.
So, we must ask ourselves and we prepare
for the Great Fast: What will I do to make this a
special time? What will I do to make an attempt
to spiritually grow? It must be something that
we personally “choose” to do. Don't ever say that
the Church “forces” you to make it a time of
personal change. When and how we choose to
live this time, this is up to us.
The time of the Great Fast is a wonderful
time to make work on personal change. It is a
time of FASTING. It is a time of RELEFCTION! It is
a time of thinking about the meaning and the
purpose of life.
How will you spend the 40 days of the
Great Fast? Will you embrace it as a special time
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of spiritual growth or will you
simply engage in activities
suggested by the Church
without thought of what
these practices are meant to
help us accomplish.
Our religion is supposed
to support us in bringing
about personal change. It has
years of experience in dealing
with spiritual growth in
people. Its suggestions about
how to bring about growth
should be listened to and
then, freely chosen in order to
accomplish the task.
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