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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND 

then goes on to say: Live according to 

what you have learned and accepted.... 

Then will the God of peace be with you.  

 St. Paul’s words capture exactly the 

way that Jesus lived and we are called 

to live. This was how Jesus could enter 

into Jerusalem with great humility, 

without fear and with interior peace.  

 As we humans face the uncertainty 

of our health and life, we need to       

embrace the way Jesus lived and to let 

Paul’s words resound in our minds and 

hearts.   

 Right now we are being confronted 

as Christians to truly place our hope 

and trust in God. Although this is not 

the way that any of us wanted to spend 

the Great and Holy Week and Easter, it 

does challenge us to think about what 

it is that we celebrate. So this is a rare 

opportunity for us to stop and reflect on 

what we truly believe and what we truly 

celebrate. Will we take time during this 

coming week, as we are confined to our 

homes, to think about the mystery of 

God’s entrance into our world in the 

Person of the Son and what it means 

for us. We must think about how He 

lived His life. We must sincerely ask 

ourselves what His life, Death and     

Resurrection means to us.  

 Perhaps this present challenge for 

humankind is an opportunity to develop 

true gratitude for the gift of life, seeing 

how very fragile it can be.  

 During this coming week, let us turn 

our thoughts to the life of Jesus and the 

message God gives us through Him.  

 

As we conclude the sixth week of the 

Great Fast, we are ushered into the 

Great and Holy Week remembering 

Jesus’ voluntary entrance into the city 

of Jerusalem where He predicted He 

would suffer, die and resurrect. Our 

readings are taken from Paul’s letter 

to the Philippians and John’s Gospel.  

 St. Paul’s words, I think, are most 

welcome as we face the fierce virus 

attack on our nation. He writes:        

Rejoice in the Lord....Dismiss all       

anxiety from your minds. Present your 

needs to God in every form of prayer 

and in petitions full of gratitude. Then 

God’s own peace...will stand guard 

over your hearts and minds in Jesus 

Christ. What truly consoling words.  He  
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan 

LIVING THE NEW LIFE 
Our Triune God, through 

the actions of the     

Second Person, the God

-Man Son, revealed to 

us how to live a New 

Life - a life that knows 

that we must love our 

neighbors as ourselves 

if we want to enter into communion 

with God. This becomes so very clear 

when we reflect upon the Life-Death-

Resurrection of Jesus. We are called to 

live this New Way of Living - a way 

which we don’t instinctively know. It is 

a way which must be learned through 

mistakes and successes; a way that 

must be learned through trial and     

error; and a way that requires desire, 

commitment and work. It is a way, 

however, that brings true peace and 

joy if we make the effort. It is a way 

that truly makes these words real: 

What profit does a man show who 

gains the whole world and destroys 

himself in the process? 

 I have discovered that one of the 

first things a person must do in order 

to truly begin the process of learning 

how to embrace a New Way of Living is 

to dispel a lot of ideas about the    

meaning and purpose of life which are 

supported by         (Continued on page 6)   

OUR CURRENT SITUATION 
The directives we received from our 

bishops are that we should close our 

churches until further notice and 

abide by our state’s mandates.      

Deacon Leonard and I will continue 

our attempts to  

THE DIVINE LITURGY  

LIVE-STREAMED 
each Sunday at 10:00 AM, including 

Easter Sunday.  

We are fully aware of the problems 

that we encountered last Sunday and 

are making every effort to correct the 

situation. It is our hope to also stream  
 

Wednesday, 7 PM - Presanctified 

Friday, 7 PM - A Reflection Hour  
 

The way that you can access the 

streamed services is by connecting to 

the Internet at:  
  

https://tinyurl.com/stmichaelugcc 
 

Please know that Deacon Leonard 

and I remember you in our prayers 

and kindly ask that you remember us.  

BLESSED WILLOW BRANCHES 
As is our tradition, we blessed Willow 

Branches today. Please know that 

they will be available to all when next 

all have access to our worship space.  
That shall be a joyous day!  
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SOME PRAYERS FOR GREAT AND HOLY WEEK 

WILLOW SUNDAY – April 5th 
As by baptism we were buried with You, O 

Christ our God, so by Your Resurrection we 

were deemed worthy of immortal life; and 

praising You, we cry: Hosanna in the       

highest; blessed is He Who comes in the 

Name of the Lord. 
 

GREAT & HOLY MONDAY - April 6th 
Behold, the Bridegroom comes in the       

middle of the night, and bless is that       

servant whom He shall find watching; and 

again unworthy is he whom He shall find 

heedless. Beware, therefore, O my soul, 

lest you be born down with sleep, lest you 

be given up to death, and be shut out from 

the Kingdom. But rather rouse yourself and 

cry: Holy, Holy, Holy are You, O our God, but 

the protection of the Bodiless Hosts, have 

mercy on me.  
 

GREAT AND HOLY TUESDAY – April 7th 
Being mindful of the hour of the end, O my 

soul, and fear because of the cutting down 

of the fig tree, labor diligently with the      

talent that was given you, O hapless one, 

and be watchful and cry: Let us not remain 

outside the bridal chamber of Christ. 
 

GREAT AND HOLY WEDNESDAY – April 8th 

Though I have transgressed more than the 

harlot, O Good One, I have in no wise 

brought forth streams of tears for You; but 

in silence, I supplicate You and fall down 

before You, kissing Your immaculate feet 

with love, so that, as Master that You are, 

You may grant me the forgiveness of debts, 

as I cry to You, O Savior: from the mire of 

my deeds deliver me.  

GREAT AND HOLY THRUSDAY – April 9th 

When the glorious disciples were              

enlightened at the washing of the feet, 

then Judas the ungodly one was stricken 

and darkened with the love of silver. And 

unto the lawless judges did he deliver You, 

the righteous Judge. Behold you him, the 

lover of money, who for the sake thereof 

did hang himself. Flee from that insatiable 

soul that dared such things against the 

Master. O You Who are good unto all, Lord, 

glory be to You.   
 

GREAT AND GOOD FRIDAY – April 10th 
You ransomed us from the cure of the Law 

by Your precious Blood. Nailed to the Cross 

and pierced with the lance, You poured 

forth immortality for men. O my Savior,  

glory be to You.  
 

GREAT AND HOLY SATURDAY – April 11th 

He that shut up the abyss is seen to be 

dead and like a mortal man, the Immortal 

One is wrapped in linen and myrrh, and 

placed in a grave. And women came to 

anoint Him weeping bitterly and crying out: 

This is the most blessed Sabbath whereon 

Christ, having slept, shall arise on the third 

day. 

These prayers are taken from our services for Great and Holy Week 

As we bring this 2020 Great Fast to an 

end, ask yourself: What have I learned 

from my efforts this year? Have I sensed 

any spiritual growth? Do I feel that I have 

grown at least a little in my likeness of 

Jesus? What was the most difficult thing 

about this year’s Great Fast? What did I 

fail to do during this time? What will I try 

to do different next year?  
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PLANTING THE WORD OF GOD IN THE HEART 

The grace of God is a divine power in 

our life. Without it we can do nothing. 

We are saved by grace, and grace 

alone. Yet the grace of God is given to 

us so that we might labor for the food 

which endures to eternal life, that we 

might take up our cross and follow 

Christ, that we might fight the good 

fight and endure to the 

end.  

 One Eastern spiritual 

author wrote about  the 

relationship between 

God’s grace and        

human labors. He used 

the image of a farmer 

planting his fields. The 

word of God must be 

planted in our hearts. 

The Spirit of God must 

be accepted into our 

souls. The grace of God 

must be received into 

our lives. In order to 

accept the grace of 

God’s Word and Spirit 

within us, we must prepare the soil. It 

must be tilled and cultivated. It must 

be made loose and open, ready to     

receive what God showers upon it. If 

the soil is not ready, it cannot accept 

God’s gracious actions.  

 The bread of heaven is the Word of 

God. The labor of planting the Word of 

god in the heart requires such efforts 

or exertions that it is called a struggle. 

Only a servant of Christ during his life 

on earth feeds on heavenly bread in 

the sweat of his brow by constantly 

struggling with the carnal mind, by 

constantly laboring at the cultivation of 

virtues.  

 The man who would take it into his 

head to cultivate his land without using 

farm implements would have a heavy 

labor expenditure and would labor in 

vain. Just so, he who 

wants to acquire       

virtues without bodily 

discipline will labor in 

vain, will waste his 

time without reward 

and without return, will 

exhaust his spiritual 

and physical powers 

and will gain nothing.  

     Bodily discipline is 

essential in order to 

make the ground of 

the heart fit to receive 

the spiritual seeds and 

to bear the spiritual 

fruits. To abandon or 

neglect it is to render 

the ground unfit for sowing and       

bearing fruit. Excess in this direction 

and putting one’s trust in it is just as 

harmful, or even more so, than neglect 

of it. 

 So it is essential that perhaps some 

of the ascetical practices used during 

the Great Fast should be carried over 

during the rest of the year. Spiritual 

growth must be an on-going struggle. 

Personal change/transformation is a 

life-long effort. 
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http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org   - and -   Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn 

  

St. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church  

6340 Chase Road 

Dearborn, MI 48126 
 

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D. 

Pastor 
 

Rectory: (313) 582-1424 

Cell: (313) 580-4412 

WRuchgy@gmail.com 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sundays @ 10:00 AM  

Ukrainian & English 
 

 

Weekdays @ 8:00 AM 

English 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Penance 

By Appointment 
 

Baptism & Matrimony 

In most instances membership 

required for six months  
 

Funerals  

Membership of an immediate family 

member required 
 

 

 

Parish Life Council 
 

Bob & Corinne Boyko  

734.451.1893 
 

John & Janet Dicky 

586.755.3129 
 

Daria Drobny 

313.791-0292 
 

Robert Krokosky 

248.431.9554 
 

Leo & Mary LaDouceur 

313.278.7378 
 

Gordon Malaniak 

734.564.9817 
 

Rev Deacon Leonard Mier 

313.584-6795 
 

Greg & Esther Petrovich 

734.453-4354 
 

 

Rafic Vawter 

313.624.9867 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
Sunday, April 5 - Willow or Palm Weekend - Festal Tone  

         10:00 AM + Divine Liturgy Live-Streamed  

GREAT AND GOOD HOLY WEEK 

Holy Monday, April 6  

     No Service Scheduled 

Holy Tuesday, April 7   

     No Service Scheduled 

Holy Wednesday, April 8  

     7:00 PM - Presanctified Liturgy Live-Streamed 

Holy Thursday, April 9  

       No Service Scheduled 

Great and Good Friday, April 10    

       7:00 PM - Hour of Reflection Live-Streamed  

Holy Saturday, April 11  

       No Service Scheduled 

The Great Day - Easter - Sunday, Pascha - April 12  

         10:00 AM + Divine Liturgy Live-Streamed  

(Continued from page 5 - Living The New Life) 

much of our modern society. I find 

that even during this time of real 

crisis that some people are noble, 

generous and loving while others 

use the opportunity to attempt to 

benefit themselves.  

 I also find that quite frequently 

challenges like the one that we are 

currently facing as a society, bring out great fear and 

anxiety which tends to stifle faith and hope in God. 

What is needed as we face this crisis is faith and 

hope in God, realizing that He is going through this 

with us and not to us. Of course if you see God as 

only a Judge and Punisher, your faith and hope in 

Him quickly evaporates. Do you believe that He is 

with you through all the challenges of life? Do you 

believe that He has shown us that life is eternal?   



 

 The Eastern HERALD            page  7 

 

 

 

The Weekly Newsletter of Very Reverend Canon Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D. 
Vol. 67 No 14          SIXTH WEEKEND  OF THE GREAT FAST               April 4-5, 2020 

The Great and Holy Week in our 

Church, that is the week we set aside 

to celebrate the last week in the    

physical life of Jesus, is truly meant to 

be unlike any other week in the year. 

It is a week wherein we intensely look 

at the life and teachings of Jesus and 

attempt to more greatly discern what 

we are meant to learn 

from His life. The first 

three days of the week 

are called the days of the 

Bridegroom.  

 I’m sure that not many 

of my readers, especially 

men, have ever thought 

of Jesus as their         

bridegroom. It is only in 

the Eastern Church that 

we think of Christ in such 

a very intimate way. 

Christ is the Bridegroom 

of the Church. The title is 

suggestive of his divine presence and 

watchfulness and his selfless love for 

his Bride, the Church (i.e., the group of 

people who profess belief in Him as 

Savior, Redeemer and God) and has 

nothing to do with His gender. Since 

the Old Testament, God Himself       

has always been considered the 

“Bridegroom” of humankind. Why? 

Because He is so intimately joined 

with humanity through His sharing of 

His own Life-Force and Spirit. We do 

have, if we believe that Jesus was God 

and Man, a very intimate relationship 

with God since He has elected to 

share our nature through His Son.  

     So Great and Holy 

Week is a time to reflect 

on our relationship with 

God. Do we understand 

how very connected we 

are to Him? Do we believe 

that He loves us beyond 

all measure? Do we know 

that He spared nothing in 

order to reveal to us that 

we are His children?  

     Jesus had to suffer and 

die in order to (1) conquer 

Death, revealing to us 

that we are immortal; and 

(2) show us how to live, showing us 

that regardless of how others may 

treat us, our life will be enhanced and 

enriched if we can love them. When 

we live in accord with our beliefs, we 

benefit. We discover interior peace 

and the true meaning and purpose of 

this earthly life. 

THE GREAT AND HOLY WEEK 



 

 


