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My Dearest Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Хрїстóсъ воскрéсе! Воистину воскресе! (Old Slavonic)
Christos voskrese! Voistinu voskrese (Transliteration)
Христос воскрес! Воістину воскрес! (Ukrainian)
Chrystos voskres! Voistynu voskres! (Transliteration)
Χριστός ἀνέστη! Ἀληθῶς ανέστη! (Greek)
Khristós Anésti! Alithós Anésti! (Transliteration)
Christus resurrexit! Resurrexit vere! (Latin)
!المسيح قام! حقا قام; !المسيح قام! بالحقيقة قام(Arabic)
al-Masīḥ qām! Belḥāqiqāti qām! (Transliteration)

This is the
chosen
and
holy day,
the foremost of
Sabbaths,
their
king and Lord,
the
feast of feasts
and
festival of festivals,
when all of us
bless
Christ forever!
Ode 8
Resurrection Matins

I am profoundly sad that I cannot personally greet each of
you on this wondrous day. It has truly been my privilege for
the past 46 years to personally share the joy and happiness
of this day with members of St Michael’s Parish and the
past 19 years with members of Holy Ascension’s Parish. It
saddens me that this year I can only personally share the
joy of this day with the use of modern technology. This
means that there may be many who I will not be able to
greet.
As I have shred with all before, Easter is truly not about
some distant, past historical event. It is about a truth
revealed to us by God about our lives as humans. Through
Jesus’ resurrection, God revealed that LIFE is eternal and
immortal because God shares it with us and He is
immortal. This feast highlights God’s love for us. He truly is
a loving Creator-Father. He not only shares His life-force
with us but also His Spirit, His power to love, create,
imagine and care. He became man in the Person of Jesus
so that we might become more like Him, in whose image
we are created.
God allows life to present challenges to us that are
unique and purposefully designed to help us to grow. These
challenges are not punishments but, rather, opportunities
spiritually grow. Our present challenge, Covid19, is such a
challenge. As we are shut-in our homes, we have time to
think about what is truly important to us. May this Easter
be a moment of grace for all of us.

Fr. Wayne
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan

WHERE DO WE GO
FROM HERE
As we face this pandemic in our
nation and state, we STAY IN
OUR HOMES and we observe the
orders of our governmental
structures. By the way, staying at
home when you are single is not
necessarily easy.
Deacon Leonard and I will
continue to stream services. I will
continue to provide Bulletins that
will share thoughts that will,
hopefully, help you to continue
your “journey to the Heavenly
Father through personal change
and transformation.” I personally
don’t have any idea when this
new normal will end.
There is now a NEW NORMAL
in our world. Hopefully you will
not forget our parish since there
are still bills we have to pay.
Please know that I pray for
our Parish Families. I am truly
committed to you and will
continue, hopefully, to serve you
through this crisis. I know that
Deacon Len joins me in this.
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LIVING

A FAITH-FILLED LIFE

We are called by God
through our Church, to live
a faith-filled life, that is a
life which focused on
growing in our likeness of
God as manifested in the
Person of Jesus. That is the
purpose of this present
earthly existence. It is all a
part of our journey back to
the Father. Life’s journey is an ascension to
the Heavenly Father through personal
change and transformation. We see this
demonstrated quite clearly in the life of
Jesus, especially at this time of the year
when we more dramatically encounter
Jesus’ life, suffering, death, resurrection and
ascension to the Father. Because He had a
human nature - He was a human being like
us - He is the archetype of how humans are
called to live.
When we think of the life of Jesus, we
realize that His life, death and resurrection
led to the most important event, His
ascension to the Father. He had to, however,
go through His death and resurrection in
order to make His ascension to the Father.
His ascension was truly made because of
the way He lived His life. The manner in
which He endured His crucifixion and death
was transformative. He lived a noble
and genuine life - a life filled with love of
(Continued on page 6 )
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THOUGHTS ABOUT THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST
As I think about my belief in the
Resurrection of Christ, I realize that
this belief releases me from all my
fears about human life. While I have
had many experiences that tells me
that there is life after death, I know
that these are personal experiences
that are connected with my own
personal experience, I also know that
many have had the same spiritual
experience of people who have passed
on before us.
This tells us that there is life after
death. That life goes on, because it is a
sharing in the “eternal life” of God
Himself, that we have eternal life and
that we go on beyond the grave.
I know that this idea is not
something that humans can readily
accept since we know bury those we
love. It seems so final. We don’t see
how the body, buried in the grave, can
ever be the same. It is all a matter of
faith.
This is exactly what our faith
addresses. Do we believe that the
Lord’s Resurrection from the dead truly
reveals to us that there is LIFE AFTER
HUMAN DEATH? That is a question
that each of us must honestly ask
ourselves! Do we believe this or not?
(By the way, I’m not suggestion that
this is an easy question to answer). I do
know that it takes a great amount of
faith. But what is is the alternative? We
can believe that this is not true and
then lead a really not important life or
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we can believe that there is LIFE
AFTER HUMAN DEATH and think about
the possible results of that idea.
While I cannot prove this belief by
any “physical data,” I do know that if I
open my heart and mind to those who
have gone on before me that I can
sense their presence (Of course I have
to have an established relationship
with them before hand). I would
challenge anyone reading this Bulletin
to “say the name of person they have
loved and ask them to be present). I
think you will find that the veil between
the here-and-now and eternity is very
porous.
If I truly understand our theology,
LIFE is eternal and therefore we exist
after this earthly existence. How we
exist, I don’t know and won’t speculate. But we do. And life continues in
an eternal cycle that is designed to
take us every deeper into our
relationship with our God. That is the
purpose of life. That is its meaning. To
come to a closer and more intimate
union with our Creator Father. It is a
very loving and powerful process.
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PATRISTIC TRADITION ON CHRIST’S DESCENT INTO HADES
This year during the period when we
intensely celebrate the Resurrection of
Christ, I thought that I would begin a
series of articles that attempt to
capture what the Eastern Fathers of
the Church taught and believed about
the Resurrection of Christ. Eastern
Christian authors of
the second and third
centuries - including
Polycarp of Smyrna,
Ignatius of Antioch,
Hermas,
Justin,
Melito of Sardis,
Hyppolitus of Rome,
Irenaeus of Lyons,
Origen and Clement
of Alexandria - all
make reference to
the descent of Christ
into Hades and to his
raising the dead.
St Polycarp, who
was a disciple of St.
John the Evangelist,
speaks of Jesus Christ, “who for our
sins suffered unto death, but whom
God raised from the dead, having
loosed the pangs of the grave.”
St Ignatius states repeatedly that
when Jesus came to earth he raised
from the dead those “most divine
prophets” who “no longer observed the
Sabbath, but lived in the observance of
the Lord’s Day.” In another passage
the same author states that Christ
saved the prophets who “proclaimed
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the Gospel, and hoped in Him, and
waited for Him, in whom also,
believing, they were saved. Christ is
called “the Door of the Father, by
which Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the
prophets and the apostles and the
Church enter in”. These are the earliest
patristic references
to the raising of the
prophets by the
risen Christ.
Belief in Christ’s
victory over Hades
and death is also
found in St. Melito’
poem “On Pascha.”
In
other
extant
fragments,
Melito
also refers to Christ
who “appeared to
the dead in Hades
and to the mortals in
the world.”
The writings of
Irenaeus make a
number of references to the descent.
In the “Demonstration of the Apostolic
Preaching,” which has survived in
Armenian, he asserts that Christ’s
descent into Hades “was for the
salvation of the dead.” The particular
stress that Irenaeus puts on the
salvation of the Old Testament
righteous, prophets and patriarchs is
explained by the fact that a significant
part of his treatise is directed against
Marcion.
More to follow!
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St. Michael the Archangel
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church
6340 Chase Road
Dearborn, MI 48126
Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D.
Pastor

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Sunday April 12 - The Great Day - PASCHA - Velikden
10:00 AM - Divine Liturgy Live-Streamed

BRIGHT WEEK

Rectory: (313) 582-1424
Cell: (313) 580-4412
WRuchgy@gmail.com

Bright Monday April 13 - Artemon, Priest-Martyr
No Service Scheduled

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Bright Tuesday April 14 - Martin, Confessor
No Service Scheduled

Sundays @ 10:00 AM
Ukrainian & English

Bright Wednesday April 15 - Arstarchus, Pudus & Trophimus, Apostles
No Service Scheduled

Weekdays @ 8:00 AM
English

Bright Thursday April 16 - Agape, Irene & Chionia, Martyrs
No Service Schedule

SACRAMENTS
Penance
By Appointment
Baptism & Matrimony
In most instances membership
required for six months
Funerals
Membership of an immediate family
member required

Bright Friday April 17 - Basil, Simeon of Persia, Venerable
No Service Scheduled
Saturday April 18 - John, Venerable
No Service Scheduled

Sunday April 19 - The Anti--Pasch - St. Thomas Day
10:00 AM - Divine Liturgy Live-Streamed
(Continued from page 5 - Living A Faith-filled Life)

Parish Life Council
Bob & Corinne Boyko
734.451.1893
John & Janet Dicky
586.755.3129

Daria Drobny
313.791-0292
Robert Krokosky
248.431.9554
Leo & Mary LaDouceur
313.278.7378
Gordon Malaniak
734.564.9817
Rev Deacon Leonard Mier
313.584-6795
Greg & Esther Petrovich
734.453-4354
Rafic Vawter
313.624.9867

neighbor. He rejected no one and
stretched out a helping hand to anyone
who He encountered in life. He was
generous with His time for anyone who
was desirous of His help. What an absolutely magnificent
example of how to live as a child of God who was, like us,
created in the image of God.
If you want to know how to live the life God is sharing
with you, look no farther than Jesus Christ. He is the true
model of how we are called to live.
Now I know that some may immediately say that He
lived the way that He did because He was also God. Our
faith tells us that His Divine Nature did not dictate how His
Human Nature lived. If it did, then we could not turn to
Him as a model for how to live life. We have the same
ability to live as He lived. Of course we have to believe that
we can and also have the desire to live as He lived. Let us
keep our eyes fixed on Jesus and attempt to imitate Him
http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org - and - Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn
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SIXTH WEEKEND OF THE GREAT FAST

April 4-5, 2020

UNDERSTANDING THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST
It is my sincerest hope that as we
celebrate the resurrection of Christ
from the dead, that my readers truly
understand the implications of this
great and glorious event. It is the most
profound event in all of human history.
It is God’s revelation to
us about human life. It
was meant to truly
change humankind’s
idea about human life
on earth and to help
humans to understand
the real meaning and
purpose of life on
earth.
I truly wonder if I
surveyed my readers if
I would get a clear and
precise understanding
of what this event
really means. Of course
it only means something to people
who have true faith and belief in God
as a Creator-Father Who did all that He
could to reveal to humankind what the
meaning and purpose of life is. He
came Himself, in the Person of Jesus,
to reveal to us what human life is
about and to how to live it in order to
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achieve the purpose He had when He
created it. The problem is that most
people don’t even think about these
things. They don’t think about why we
are here and what earthly life is meant
to contribute to our well-being. Of
course the primary
question we must ask
ourselves is: Why am I
a human being and
why am I on earthly at
this present time. This,
of course, requires
that we are curious
and want to find some
answers to a primary
question: What is the
meaning and purpose
of human life. (I know
that this does not
come easily to many
persons).
I truly believe that if we try to
answer the question about of the
meaning and purpose of life, we will
find true internal purpose and life will
make much more sense. I truly think
that the answer is directly connected
to the resurrection of Jesus from he
dead.
CHRIST IS RISEN!
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