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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND
As we end this first week after the
great feast of Pentecost, our readings
are taken from Paul’s Letter to the
Hebrews and Matthew’s Gospel. The
end portion of the section read from
Paul’s letter states this: let us keep our
eyes fixed on Jesus, who inspires and
perfects our faith. For the sake of the
joy which lay before him he endured
the cross, heedless of its shame. He
has taken his seat at the right of the
throne of God.
Paul reminded his readers that
despite the faith of their forefathers,
belief in the teachings of Jesus is a
more powerful source of spiritual
growth. He hoped to inspire others to
live like Jesus and to realize that if they
endured the challenges of life as Jesus
did, they would, like Jesus, sit at the
right hand of the Father.
Our Gospel, which is constructed
from several different verses from two
different chapters in Matthew’s
Gospel (10:32-33, 37-38 & 19: 27-30),
ends with these very poignant words:
Moreover, everyone who has given up
home, brothers or sisters, father or
mother, wife or children or property for
my sake will receive many times as
much and inherit everlasting life.
By piecing together this Gospel, the
Church clearly calls us to be saints,
people who live with an awareness
that this earthly life is only one small
portion of human life and, if we
embrace the way of Jesus, we will gain
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so much more - we will gain eternal
life. We heard on the Sunday of the
Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council
these words: Eternal life is this:
to know you the only true
God, and him whom you have sent,
Jesus Christ. We gain greater
knowledge of life by following Jesus.
Living the way of Jesus opens us to
a real relationship with God, which is
the goal of this earthly life. Is this your
goal in life? Are you involved in
opening yourself to a deeper and more
genuine relationship with God? Do you
see this as the primary goal of this
earthly existence? If not, why not?
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OPENING THE CHURCH
St. Michael’s Parish Council and I are
determined to open Church Services to
members in a thoughtful, intelligent
and planned manner in order to
protect and safeguard the health of all.
There will be a gradual opening to an
ever expanding number of persons.
We will also attempt to do this in a fair
and equitable manner. It may, at first,
depending upon how many people
want to attend the Services on site,
have to involve some sort of rotating
lottery. We will, however, make sure
that all are informed as soon as
possible so that it will not be a last
minute decision.
We do know that, at first, face
masks and gloves will be required. We
will have some available, as well as
sanitizer. During the first wave I also
anticipate that we will be taking
“temperatures” in the vestibule and
that different entrance and exit doors
will be required (e.g., enter the front
doors and exit the side door
with controlled entrance and exit
procedures). We will make sure that
there is a clear statement of the
approach we are taking. There will be a
new procedure for taking of Holy
Communion, a procedure that protects
me, Deacon Len and others.
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LIVING THE NEW LIFE

The new life that Jesus
ushered into the world
is life that is lived in
accord with God’s Spirit.
His Spirit is the power
to unconditionally love
and forgive others and
to ever grow in our
relationship to God by
our genuine relationships with our
fellowmen. It is a life which, when lived
as Jesus lived it, brings us interior
peace and true happiness because it
helps us come to a real understanding
of the meaning and purpose of life.
I know that you have heard me say
this over and over again. Why do I
continuously repeat these words? I
repeat them for two reasons: (1) I truly
believe that they represent the real
goal in life, and (2) so that others may
come to believe this understanding of
life.
As I constantly reflect upon the life
of Jesus and what He taught, I see that
He attempted to do the same thing. He
not only taught this approach to life
but lived it. He did not allow the
actions of others to change His way of
living and behaving. Remember, He
even forgave those who killed Him.
(Continued on page 6)
This fact
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BEING HUMAN - BEING IN THE IMAGE OF GOD
In St. Paul’s Letter to the Colossians,
he speaks of our being ‘clothed with
the new man who is being renewed in
knowledge according to the image of
Him who created him’. The notion that
humankind was created according to
the image of God found an enormous
resonance in the hearts and minds of
the Fathers.
There seem to be
several
converging
reasons for this. First,
the importance of the
doctrine of creation.
We are what we are
because God created
us. He created us out
of nothing; everything
that we are is from
God. Then, as many of
the Fathers remark,
there seems to be
something
special
about the creation of
humankind: for the rest
of creation, God simply
said, let something happen (i.e., Let
there be light). But in the case of
humankind, God seems to consider:
“let us make humankind ... and God
made humankind. There seems some
special act of deliberation about the
creation of humankind. Not only that,
the human is made ‘according to God’s
image, according to his likeness” being
in God’s image and likeness is at the
heart of what it is to be human - the
human is ‘according to his image; he is
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like God in some way, he reflects in
who he is something of what God is.
I think that when we truly come to
embrace and understand this idea,
namely that we are made in God’s
image and have the potential to grow
in His likeness, life dramatically
changes. The New Testament suggests
Christ, the image of
God, the one who images forth God in his
incarnate state. So
maybe there is here
the idea that humans
are created according
to Christ, who is the
image of the Father.
What then is it to be
in the image of God?
We find the Fathers
giving an answer in
terms
of
human
qualities, and these
turn out to be qualities
of the soul. According
to the image, St. John
Damascene says ‘is manifest
intelligence and free will. Being in the
image means being a rational, or
intelligent being with free will.
Sometimes, however, the answer is
more complex. I shall, during the
coming weeks, share what answer
other Fathers of the Church gave to the
question: What does it mean to be
created in God’s image? Have you ever
thought about this? What is your
immediate answer?
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BECOMING A HEALING PRESENCE

I ended the last issue of this
article with the statement that
our heart is our treasure-house
and then asked this question:
What are we to do with this
insight? St. Isaac said we dive
into our physical heart to then
enter the spiritual heart, the
inner universe. He said: Enter
eagerly into the treasure house
that is within you, and so you
will see the things that are of
heaven - for there is but one
single entry to them both. The
ladder that leads to the
Kingdom is hidden within your
soul. Flee from sin, dive into
yourself, and in your soul you
will discover the stairs by
which to ascend.
St. Isaac purpose was to
assure us that there exists,
hidden within each one of us, a
secret treasure-house, an inner
kingdom, that is amazing in its
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depth and variety. It is a place of wonder and
joy, a place of glory, a place of encounter and
dialogue. If only we will dive into ourselves, then
we will each discover eternity within our own
heart.
If we wish to become a healing presence, we
have to first engaged in the act of going within
ourselves and finding the kingdom that is there.
I guess this really says that we must become a
healing presence first to ourselves.
Jacob’s ladder starts from the very point
where I am at this moment; the gate of heaven
is everywhere. And this inner kingdom, present
within me here and now, is at the same time
the Kingdom of the age to come. The same
path leads simultaneously to both of them.
It is our belief that we are made in God’s
image and have the potential to grow in His
likeness. His heart becomes our heart to the
extent that we are capable of opening ourselves
to His divine life.
The heart is where we heal or restore our
baptismal grace. St. Gregory of Sinai said that
we restore the grace of baptism through many
labors in following the “way of Jesus” and
through a constant invocation of the Lord Jesus
in prayer: Let us have only this work of prayer in
our heart, without forms, without images, till it
warms our heart and makes it burn with
ineffable love of the Lord.
I know that to some his may sound like an
impossible task. With God’s grace - help through His Spirit within us, it is possible. All we
have to do is “WANT IT TO HAPPEN” and then
“WORK AT MAKING IT HAPPEN.” This much we
know; when we truly want something enough,
we always find a way to accomplish it.
Question: Do we really want this to happen?
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St. Michael the Archangel
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church
6340 Chase Road
Dearborn, MI 48126
Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D.
Pastor

Rectory: (313) 582-1424
Cell: (313) 580-4412
WRuchgy@gmail.com

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Sundays @ 10:00 AM
Ukrainian & English
Weekdays @ 8:00 AM
English

SACRAMENTS
Penance
By Appointment
Baptism & Matrimony
In most instances membership
required for six months
Funerals
Membership of an immediate family
member required

Parish Life Council
Bob & Corinne Boyko
734.451.1893
John & Janet Dicky
586.755.3129

Daria Drobny
313.791-0292
Robert Krokosky
248.734.7078
Leo & Mary LaDouceur
313.278.7378
Gordon Malaniak
734.564.9817
Rev Deacon Leonard Mier
313.584-6795
Greg & Esther Petrovich
734.453-4354
Rafic Vawter
313.624.9867

Sunday, June 7 - Weekend of All Saints
10:00 AM - Special Intention - Liturgy Streamed

2nd WEEK AFTER PENTECOST
Monday, June 8–Translation of the Relics of the Great Martyr Theodore
No Service Scheduled
Tuesday, June 9 - Cyril of Alexandria, Archbishop
No Service Scheduled
Wednesday, June 10 - Timothy, Bishop-Martyr
No Service Scheduled
Thursday, June 11 - Bartholomew & Barnabas, Apostles
8:00 AM - Special Intention
Friday, June 12 - Onuphrius & Peter, Venerables
No Service Scheduled
Saturday, June 13 - Aquilina, Martyr
No Service Scheduled

Sunday, June 14 - 2nd Weekend After Pentecost
10:00 AM - Special Intention - Liturgy Streamed

(Continued from page 5 - Living The New Life)

alone makes me convinced of this.
One line in Matthew’s Gospel
narrative of the arrest of Jesus in the
Garden is so revealing. It reads: “Put
back your sword where it belongs.
Those who use the sword are sooner
or later destroyed by it. Do you not
suppose I can call on my Father to provide at a
moment’s notice more than twelve legions of
angels”
Jesus lived and died according to His beliefs. He
refused to: hurt others to save His life; hate others
because they hated Him; and take revenge on those
who hurt Him. He made love of others, despite how
ungrateful they were to Him, to condition His love.
He unconditionally loved all others.
It is only impossible to live like He lived if you
don’t believe that God’s Spirit is within you. We all
choose how we live this life. What is your choice?
http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org - and - Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn
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THE IMPACT OF PENTECOST
I don’t know if any of my readers have ever
thought about the fact that the feasts that we
celebrate in our Church are not meant to only
remember past events in the life of Jesus and
the Church but, rather, to teach us something
about life. They are meant to trigger real and
true experience for us as we celebrate them.
For example, Christ’s birth, life, death and
resurrection are eternal events which are
meant to truly help us life our lives.
This is true of the feast of Pentecost. While
we remember the event which gave the
apostles the courage to go out into the world
and life and teach the “way of Jesus,” it is also
meant to remind us that God’s Spirits resides
within us, calling us to live the “way of Jesus.”
How do we come to know God’s Spirit
within us? We can experience His Spirit within
us in several ways. We experience Him when:
(1) we stop and attempt to just experience
being alive; (2) we recognize various “insights”
into the meaning of life; (3) we feel that we
can love and are loved; (4) we have interior
calm and peace; (5) we no longer fear the
challenges of life; (6) we are inspired to create
something; and (7) we recognize the joy of
being alive.
Pentecost is meant to help us recognize
and experience God’s Spirit within us. God not
only shares “life” with us but also His “power”
to love, care, create, think and freely choose.
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Because His Spirit is within us,
we can truly say and mean that
we have been created in His
“image” and have the potential
to grow in His “likeness” as
made manifest to us in the
Person of Jesus.
A part of the growth that
God intends us to make during
this lifetime is our awareness
of the presence of His Spirit
within us. Of course we have to
want to discover His Spirit
within us and open our minds
and hearts to His Presence.
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