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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND 

On this 9th weekend after Pentecost 

our readings are taken again from St. 

Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 

and St. Matthew's Gospel. St. Paul’s 

letter to the Corinthians emphasizes 

what we are supposed to be doing as 

witnesses to Jesus Christ. The Gospel 

highlights Jesus’ walk on water. It     

emphasizes Jesus’ ability to walk on 

the true meaning of life.  

 St. Paul emphasizes that we are 

God’s co-workers. We are called to be 

the extension of Christ in time. We are 

the BODY of CHRIST in the present    

moment. It is our purpose to witness to 

the Kingdom of God.  

 Do you think that you are called to 

witness to the Kingdom of God?  If not, 

why not?  As followers of Jesus, we are 

here to make God’s Kingdom real in 

the present moment. We are the       

extension of Jesus in the “material” 

world”. We are the Body of Christ - we 

who consider ourselves a part of 

Christ’s Church. This is our vocation 

and calling. We are here to witness, in 

the present moment, that the         

Kingdom of God is real and that we,  

by our behaviors, bear witness to this 

reality.  

 Think about the Gospel story. Jesus 

walks upon water. Water is the          

ultimate symbol of life. Our “rites of 

initiation” into the Church uses water 

and we use water to bless things.      

Water symbolizes life. Jesus walks on 

this symbol. He is the master of life. 

He reveals the true meaning of life. to 

us. Human life is a sharing in God’s 

own life. This thought is unique to 

Christianity.  

 Think about this. Do you realize 

that the life you are presently           

experiencing is God’s own life? God is 

a part of us! He shares His life and 

powers with us. We are a product of 

His creation that manifests Him as 

Creator and Lord. Do you realize this?  

 If we come to this realization, life 

changes. We no longer see it as         

something unique to us, but as         

something eternal that pervades the 

entire universe. All of creation is filled 

with God’s lifeforce which brings it into 

existence. He is not outside of His      

creation but is the force that brings all 

into existence and sustains all.      
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THOUGHTS ON GENESIS 

As many have surmised from reading this 

article, there has been many, many       

misunderstandings promoted about this 

sacred text. Too frequently people have 

wanted to embrace a “literal” meaning of 

this text. It is not a historical account of 

how humankind came into existence! 

 In the last issue I came to the point in 

the story of Eve providing Adam with the 

apple to eat. The results were immediate 

and stunningly different from what the 

serpent had said. They anticipated that 

when they had eaten the fruit, their 

knowledge of good and evil would bring 

them joy. In fact it brought the opposite - 

the “eyes of both were opened, and they 

knew that they were nude.” The reference 

to both the woman and man emphasizes 

a shared plight. They had been led to     

expect a common journey to joy and the 

heights of divine fulfillment. What         

they got was a common revelation of            

vulnerability and shame. Though the         

serpent was correct in saying they         

would know good and evil, he had lied 

nonetheless.  

 In a pathetic attempt to remedy the 

catastrophe, they sewed fig leaves         

together and made themselves aprons 

(choosing fig leaves because they are 

very large). The word rendered here as 

“aprons” is the Hebrew chagoroth; it is 

used in Isaiah 3:24 and 1 Kings 2:5 to 

describe a belt or sash, which gives the 

impression the leaves were not very        

adequate for the task. Before this,            

the man and woman lived together        

completely at ease; now  they  needed  to 

hide from one another behind fig 

leaves. These were not the sublime 

heights of knowledge they had      

expected.  

 At length “they heard the sound 

of Yahweh God strolling in the      

garden in the cool of the 

day” (literally, in the “wind of the 

day, referring to the cool evening 

breezes). Note that although the      

serpent sought to distance them 

from Yahweh by referring to Him 

with the more generic term Elohim, 

here the narrator consistently        

returns to using the covenant and 

personal name for Him. It is their 

covenant Lord, Yahweh God, whom 

they hear “strolling in the garden.”  

This commentary gives us a new        

understanding  of Genesis  
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON EASTERN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

 Question: Why was the break with the          

Orthodox Church considered different from 

that of the Protestant and Anglican churches?  
 

With the split between the Catholics 

and Orthodox we had a fundamental 

rupture in the Church. The two aspects 

of East and West were, in many ways, 

a sort of “checks and balances” that 

helped the church to remain on an 

even keel. In a sense, it 

was the experiential 

(Orthodox) and the         

intellectual (Catholic) being 

separated. Both aspects 

were (and are) needed. 

This was not the first such 

split - there had been many 

smaller ones prior to this - 

but it was the first of such 

a sweeping nature. We 

must also be careful in at-

tempting to distinguish     

the West as solely “intellectual” and 

the East as solely “experiential,” since 

both aspects are present in the East 

and the West.  

 In fact, when you think about it, it 

was the philosophical and theological 

background of the participants of the 

first seven Ecumenical Councils that 

allowed the Church to establish the 

fundamental and basic dogmas of the 

Church. The Orthodox and Catholic 

Churches both recognize that they 

each have valid sacraments or  

(Mysteries) and valid succession from 

the Apostles.   

 The Protestant Reformation (1517) 

changed things. The basic dogmas of 

the first seven Councils were changed. 

Then in 1867, the Anglicans. Luther 

radically changed the Church’s          

understanding of some of the basic 

dogmas of the Church, especially that 

of the Holy Eucharist. He also changed 

the Church’s understanding of Sacred 

Scriptures and the role they play in the 

life of Christians.  

     The Anglican split was, 

at first, simply a political 

split. However it developed 

into much more. There was 

a change in emphasis in 

the role of the priest and 

the role of the laity that      

eventually led People Leo 

XIII to declare Anglican    

orders (holy orders) to be 

invalid. This contrasts with 

the Orthodox, who have 

retained valid orders and apostolic    

succession in the eyes of the Church of 

Rome.  

 Perhaps the best way to consider 

this is that the Anglican split was more 

akin to the schisms that took place 

following the major councils, when 

smaller groups broke from the main 

body of the church, which the Orthodox

-Catholic split was more like an              

earthquake that split a town in half.  

 We must always remember that 

the Church is composed of humans 

and humans tend to disagree more 

often than not. Its often hard to bring 

people to consensus.              
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn MMichigan 

LIVING THE NEW LIFE 
Is your life unfolding   
the way you thought it 
would? Life doesn’t turn 
out the way we expect. 
In some ways it exceeds 
our expectations, and     
in other ways it           
disappoints them. There 
may be hopes and dreams that were 
part of the life we expected that we 
need to grieve because they didn’t    
materialize. But there are also hopes 
and dreams we had when we were 
younger that we are glad did not come 
to be. We see now that we were          
ill-suited for them, and they were         
ill-suited for us. At the same time, 
there are things about the unexpected 
life that surprise and delight.  
 Life doesn’t unfold as we plan. We 
all live unexpected lives in one way or 
another. But sooner or later, we have 
to decide how we are going to make 
the most of the unexpected life. It is 
then that we come face-to-face with 
two enduring truths: We cannot live 
without the hope that things will 
change for the  better, and we are not 
victims of our circumstances.  
 You are not what has happened to 
you. You are not what you have          
accomplished.          (Continued on page 8)                 

SPECIAL FEAST 
This coming Thursday, 
August 6th, our Church 
celebrates one of the 
twelve major feasts of 
the year. The feast, the 
TRANSFIGURATION of 
Jesus, is a special 
feast. While we will be 

celebrating it also on the weekend, I 
would encourage all to make the day 
special by remembering this feast. 
Deacon Leonard and I will be            
celebrating and streaming the Liturgy 
at 8:00 AM on that day. Please join us 
if you can. The church will be open for 
those who care to join us. We will 
bless fruit, which is one of our 
Church’s traditions, on the weekend.  

***************  
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WORSHIP AND OUR DIVINE LITURGY 

In general, the Fathers are completely 

unequivocal in their belief that what is 

received in communion is the Body 

and Blood of Christ; and despite        

reference to the eucharistic elements 

as symbols of Christ’s Body and Blood, 

despite also the Alexandrian tradition 

which tends to stress the spiritual       

realities received through the act of 

communion, there is at the same time 

a realization that the figure, type or 

symbol is closely to be identified        

with that which it symbolizes, and that 

spiritual interpretations of the benefits 

of receiving the sacrament are not    

incompatible with belief in the           

objective identification of the elements 

with the body and Blood of Christ.  

 All this being said, what the Fathers 

attempted to say is that we must also 

look beyond what we believe about 

Holy Communion, namely that we     

partake of the body and Blood of Christ 

and think the “spiritual” benefits of our 

reception of Communion.  

 Holy Communion, like most things 

that relate to our religion, is a mystery. 

We cannot possibly understand totally 

what Holy Communion is. Christ told 

His disciples that He would be with 

them always until the end of time and 

He made it possible by saying that the 

“transformed” bread and wine, through 

the power of the Holy Spirit, would 

make Him truly present to those who 

believed in Him.  

 Not until the fourth century,        

however, do we have any evidence of 

interest in the notion of ‘change’ (i.e., 

of speculation as to what happens to 

the eucharistic elements by the ‘word 

of prayer’ during the eucharistic action. 

A number of words are used to          

indicate that a change or conversion is 

in fact effected in the bread and wine. 

Fathers had all kinds of different words 

that they used. The conversion or 

change is of course the work of God 

himself acting through his Spirit (Cyril 

of Jerusalem) or his Word in response 

to the prayer of the celebrant in order 

that the faithful may receive the fruits 

of communion.  

 The Western Church uses the word 

‘Transubstantiation’, which means that 

the substance and accidents of the 

bread and wine are changed where the 

Eastern Church uses the word 

‘Metousiosis’, which means a change 

in the very essence or inner reality of 

something. So in Communion we       

receive the very “essence” of Jesus 

Christ, which is only understood by 

faith since it is beyond our real        

comprehension. 
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BEING HUMAN - BEING IN THE IMAGE OF GOD 

What does it mean to be in the image 

of God? Often enough, we find the     

Fathers giving an answer in terms of 

human qualities, and these turn out to 

be qualities of the soul. The “according 

to the image”, says John Damascene, 

“is manifest in intelligence and free 

will. Sometimes the answer is more 

complex. Athanasius, 

for instance, talks 

about God’s creating 

us and our being ’given 

something more’ :      

creating human beings 

not simply like all the 

irrational animals upon 

the earth, but making 

them according to his 

own image, and giving 

them a share of the        

power of his own Word, 

so that having as it were 

shadows of the Word and 

being made rational, they 

might be able to abide in 

blessedness, living the  
true life, which is really 

that of the holy ones in 

paradise. 
Being in the image, however, is not, for 

Athanasius, simply a matter of being 

rational, for otherwise the angels 

would be in he image, too, something 

that he denies: being in the image is a 

gift to humanity, body and soul, which 

grants rationality to the human, but 

must mean more than this. The more 

is, for Athanasius, tied up with the fact 

that the image of God is Christ, the 

Word of God, whom we cannot           

understand apart from the Incarnation. 

It is in some way according to the        

image of God, understood as the Word 

of God Incarnate, that humankind was 

fashioned. This more complex notion 

unfolds in two ways.  

 First we need to remember that it 

was in Greek that 

these ideas were 

thought through, and 

that something of    

what is meant is lost   

in translation, whether 

into Latin or into       

English. For the key 

word here is logos, 

w h i c h  c a n  b e          

translated as word, or 

reason, or meaning, or 

principle; and the word 

translated ’rational’ is, 

in Greek logikos,    

something I have 

touched on before.  

     Limiting being in the 

image of God to being rational and 

possessing free will falls short in two 

respects of what the Greek Fathers 

generally mean by being according to 

God’s image.  

 Of course this change in our         

understanding of what it means to be 

created in God’s image, as found in 

Genesis, radically changes as we think 

of God becoming incarnate in the     

Person of Jesus. Jesus becomes the 

image of God as a human being.                                         
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http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org   - and -   Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn 

  

St. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church  

6340 Chase Road 

Dearborn, MI 48126 
 

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D. 

Pastor 
 

Rectory: (313) 582-1424 

Cell: (313) 580-4412 

WRuchgy@gmail.com 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 
 

Sundays @ 10:00 AM  

Ukrainian & English 
 
 

Weekdays @ 8:00 AM 

English 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Penance 

By Appointment 
 

Baptism & Matrimony 

In most instances membership 

required for six months  
 

Funerals  

Membership of an immediate family 

member required 
 

 

 

Parish Life Council 
 

Bob & Corinne Boyko  

734.451.1893 
 

John & Janet Dicky 

586.755.3129 
 

Daria Drobny 

313.791-0292 
 

Robert Krokosky 

248.734.7078 
 

Leo & Mary LaDouceur 

313.278.7378 
 

Gordon Malaniak 

734.564.9817 
 

Rev Deacon Leonard Mier 

313.584-6795 
 

Greg & Esther Petrovich 

734.453-4354 
 

 

Rafic Vawter 

313.624.9867 

 
Sunday, August 2 - 9th Weekend after Pentecost - Tone 8  
      10:00 AM  -  Special Intention 

10th WEEK AFTER PENTECOST - Tone 1  

Monday, August 3 - Isaacius & others. Venerables 

     No Service Scheduled 

Tuesday, August 4 - Seven Youths of Ephesus, Martyrs 

     No Service Scheduled 

Wednesday, August 5 - Eusignius, Martyr  

     No Service Scheduled 

Thursday, August 6 - Transfiguration of Our Lord 
      8:00 AN  Divine Liturgy 

Friday, August 7 - Dokmitus, Venerable Martyr  

       No Service Scheduled 

Saturday, August 8 - Emilian, Bishop-Confessor   

       No Service Scheduled 

Sunday, August 9 - 10th Weekend after Pentecost - Tone 1 
      10:00 AM -  Aubery Post; Art Borodich   

(Continued from page 5 - Living The New Life) 

You are not even who you are today 

or who you have become so far. You 

are who and what you are still         

capable of becoming. You are your 

realized and unrealized potential. 

God sees you and all your potential, 

and he aches to see you embrace 

your best, truest, highest self. He yearns to help you 

and to accompany you in that quest.  

 Wherever you are, whatever you’re feeling,       

however life has surprised and disappointed you, you 

are reminded of one thing: The best is yet to come! 

There are times in life when this is easier or harder 

to believe, but the best is truly yet to come. Open 

yourself up to it, so you can see it and embrace it 

when it emerges.  

 I know that as we experience life, we can become 

very disappointed. It may seem like such a senseless 

challenge. Life helps us grow! Embrace life!   
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BECOMING A HEALING PRESENCE 

through acceptance and stillness. We then      

become a conduit of fire - the fire of the God-

head, hotter than the sun. The fire of God 

comes into us, goes through us, and moves out 

to another person. We simply allow the fire         

to go through us. but it is a healing fire              

nonetheless. Of course, the conduit is empty 

and hollow, and Christ could put it aside at any 

time. but He often chooses to use the conduit to 

heal others by His power flowing through it.  

 We are not here at this present time only for 

ourselves but others who cross our path in life. 

We become the conduits through which God 

can share His grace, His help, to others as well 

as ourselves. He helps us also when we agree to 

be His conduit of love.  

 Our task is to find gratitude in all                

circumstances, including negative life               

situations. We also need to know the cost. One 

person expressed it so well: “If I decide to put 

Christ first, the suffering will be great but the joy 

will be greater”. Many of us shrink from           

becoming a healing presence to others because 

of the initial cost. We don’t experience the full 

joy because we get stuck in the suffering. Joy 

emerges by living through the suffering to the 

other side.  

 We can look at that same insight by turning 

the telescope around. If I put all things in  

God’s hands, I will see God’s hands in all things. 

That’s my vocation, to see God’s hands in all 

that I do and say.  

 This does not come naturally. We have to 

work at reaching this point in life. We have to 

first desire to be a healing presence to others 

and then also to commit ourselves to accepting 

that God is a healing presence to us. It is all a 

matter of choice and determination;    

Christ provides everything in 

our quest to be a healing       

presence. He provides the       

opportunity for us to have      

encounters with others, the 

heart-awareness to know what 

to say and do, another person 

to be a healing presence for, 

and the life-energy to actually 

make a difference with         

another person. 

 God knows what He is     

doing in choosing me to do His 

particular, unique set of tasks 

today, unequipped as I seem 

to be. As one saying has it, 

“God does not call the 

equipped. He equips the 

called.”  

 Our vocation pivots on      

being called and on accepting 

the call of God. Fulfilling our 

vocation depends on synergy. 

We must cooperate with    

grace. We  do  our part through 
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SOMETHING MORE ABOUT SACRED SCRIPTURE 

In speaking about Holy Scriptures, while it is one 

thing to gain personal insights about life through 

reading the scriptures, it is also important to          

remember that personal interpretation is not       

necessarily the true meaning of the Scriptures. It is 

very important for the Church to provide sound      

interpretation of Christian Sources, so that             

the tendency of human imagination toward                 

superstitious concepts can be curbed (consider the 

interpretation of Genesis).  

 A totally different approach to the Holy           

Scriptures guides the Eastern theological thought. 

We base the study of the Scriptures on the belief in 

its Divine authoring. It is important to understand 

the Church’s teaching about the divine inspiration of 

the Sacred Scripture, and propose the arguments, 

which support this teaching. 

 How can we understand the inspired condition of 

the writers of the sacred books? Were they just      

impersonal tools for the operation of the Holy Ghost, 

as though a pen in a writing hand? In such case, 

there would be no place in their works to any        

individual human features. However, author’s        

personality is always perceptible in any book of the 

Bible. You would never mistake Isaiah for Jeremiah, 

or Mark for John, because each inspired writer still 

has his own style and language. This is the evidence 

that God, inspiring the content to the writer, did not 

abolish his natural abilities, did not tie up his         

mind or his will. In this regard the Apostle Paul 

wrote: "And the spirits of the prophets are subject to 

the prophets" (1 Corinthians 14:32). On the other hand, 

shall we consider the divine inspiration as some  

poetic ardor or excitement, which sometimes 

comes to secular authors? This understanding of 

inspiration would effectively deny the divine origin 

of the Holy Scripture and abase it to the level of      

secular literature  

Divine inspiration is the 

specific influence of the 

Holy Spirit on the heralds 

of Divine Revelation, which 

guided them in the        

comprehension and also     

transmission of this latter.        

At the same time, the     

human spirit, which is     

important for the          

communication of Divine 

Revelation, retains and    

actively displays any of     

its abilities and skills.         

Divine and human natures 

sojourned in Christ in an 

organic union, and in the 

same manner for the      

communication of Divine 

Revelation everything is 

inspired by God, and free 

operation of a man is      

evidenced at the same 

time. 
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Inner healing prayer, then, is one way God uses 

to make Baptism a living experience of power 

to change the very fabric of our lives. On our 

own we cannot put on new selves or strip off 

our old selves or kill everything in us that      

belongs only to earthly life; those things are 

possible only by the grace of God. Inner heal-

ing prayer is a means by which God gives us 

His grace in specific areas of our lives and in 

specific moments recorded in our memories to 

help us grow spiritually and obey these               

injunctions of the Christian life.  

 Through inner healing, therefore, we can 

reach the natural goal of the Christian life: “so 

that we too might have a new life (Romans 6:4b), 

or, as Jesus phrased it, “on that day you will 

understand that I am in my Father, you in me 

and I in you” (John 14:20). As we are healed    

within, the Spirit of God, planted in us, surges 

through every part of our lives to unleash His 

comfort, power and Love, although this growth 

does not happen entirely all at once, but little 

by little. Thus we come to know that Another 

lives within us, and in Him and using His gifts 

we can build the Kingdom of God on earth. 

 Thus we can see that inner healing is a way 

of experiencing salvation on a day-to-day basis, 

for it is a way of allowing the new nature or the 

new self to “progress toward true knowledge 

the ore it is renewed in the image of its Creator 

(Colossians 3:10b). By freeing our inner  selves  to 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND INNER HEALING 

be renewed in the image of our 

Father, our hidden selves can 

grow strong and can be filled 

with the utter fullness of God 

(Ephesians 3:16-19). Salvation is a 

God-given gift, and when it 

comes it is given totally and 

completely; but the paradox is 

that the work of salvation in us 

grows as we grow in Christ.  

Inner healing is a way of         

allowing Christ ever more    

freedom in every part of our 

lives. It is a way to experience 

salvation.  
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