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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND
On this tenth weekend after Pentecost,
we also celebrate the Feast of the
Transfiguration of Our Lord. Our
readings are taken from not only from
Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians,
Peter’s second letter and from two
different portions of Matthew’s Gospel.
In Peter’s letter, he relates, in a
very condensed way, what he and two
other apostles experienced on Mount
Tabor when Jesus was Transfigured.
What he stresses is the voice of God
the Father declaring that Jesus is His
beloved Son.
In Paul’s letter, he highlights the
behaviors of the Apostles of Jesus in
contrast to the behaviors reported on
the Corinthian Christians. He stresses
how true followers of Jesus act.
The first passage taken from
Matthew’s Gospel stresses the event
that Peter, James and John witnessed
on Mount Tabor, namely how Jesus
became transfigured before them. The
second reading is the miracle story of
Jesus curing the possessed boy who
the Apostles were unable to cure.
As we think about these readings,
what truly comes to mind is the real
necessity of genuine FAITH - faith that
then influences our behaviors. If we
believe that God is the life-force that
informs all creation, then how we treat
other people is truly critical. True faith
would have us unconditionally love all
others, regardless of how they treat us,
who they are or what they believe. Our
faith has to be real. It has to govern
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our daily lives or it is worthless. Our
faith can be increased if we attempt to
nourish it by prayer and good works.
We have to work at increasing building - the strength of our faith. It
doesn’t automatically become strong.
We have to intentionally work at
increasing it’s strength.
Again our religion is about helping
us to understand how to live and how
to nourish our spiritual lives which
includes the strength of our faith. We
have to intentionally work on growing
our faith and belief that the Jesus way
of living must become our way of living
if we are to truly benefit by this earthly
existence.
Think about this!
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THOUGHTS ON GENESIS
We have reached the point in analysis of
Genesis where God comes “strolling” into
the garden after Adam and Eve have
eaten of the forbidden fruit. The fact that
He called to them when He did not find
them there suggests that each evening
they would join Him in this stroll, taking
fellowship together in the sacred garden
shrine. Before this, the sound of Him
would have brought them running in joy,
like children to their father. But now,
when they heard the sound of Him, they
hid themselves from His presence in the
midst of the trees of the garden. (The
narrator refers to them as the man and
his woman, in poignant reference to the
original time of innocence when “the man
and His woman were both nude and were
not ashamed).
Not finding them as per usual,
Yahweh called to the man and said to
him, “Where are you?” Note that Yahweh
assumed the man was the head and
leader and addressed His question to
him. Commentators have assumed that
of course God knew where they were
(since God knows everything) and that
therefore all the questions He asked in
this extended interrogation were feigned,
asked to elicit not information but
confession. That would be true if the story
related history. But reading it as an
ancient Near Eastern tale and as sacred
mythology, one may take the story at
face value, for the drama of the narrative
is increased if the questions are real. God
asked where the man was because He
didn’t find him at the usual spot.
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The drama increases, and the
tale is told with masterful artistry.
The man and his wife emerge from
the bushes shamefaced and
downcast. The man answers, “I
heard the would of you in the
garden, and I was afraid because I
was nude and I hid myself.” One can
almost see the man (with the
woman a bit behind him, trying to
hide) standing there in his ridiculous
fig-leaf apron, caught like a little
boy.
The adm is s ion, how ever ,
revealed a further truth, one the
man would have preferred not to
disclose. But there was no hiding it.
Upon hearing the man’s declaration
that he was nude, God knew that
something terrible happened.
page 3

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON EASTERN CATHOLIC CHURCHES
Question: What do Eastern Catholics think
about being in communion with Rome?

Based on experience, I have to say that
for most Eastern Catholics its not an
issue. There is little or no consideration
given to the Church of Rome or the
pope since they don’t affect their
everyday lives. In that regard, the pope
is probably treated a bout the same as
many Roman Catholics
would treat him or think
about him. They pray for
him, especially in the
Divine Liturgy, and look to
him as a spiritual father.
For clergy, however,
this question is more
meaningful. For many
there is a sense of unease,
of not knowing what Rome
will do to or for the Eastern
Churches. While the pope
has always been supportive of Eastern
Catholics, the same cannot be said for
the various congregations that, over
the years, have been supportive,
indifferent, or downright hostile. It
seems that very few Western Catholics
have a true understanding of Eastern
Catholics. There is also resentment
over the way in which Rome deals with
some of the issues that are seen as
belonging to a particular ritual church.
These are matters that are now dealt
with through the congregation of
Eastern Churches.
But the bottom line is this:
Communion with Rome was always
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seen as a hallmark of the church for
the first thousand years, and it is seen
by all Eastern Catholic Churches as
important. Thus, no matter how
difficult things may get at times with
Rome, this is part of who we all are as
Catholics. This union, although flawed
by not including all the Orthodox, is a
positive step. We await the
time when, heeding the
words of Jesus’ prayer for
unity, we can resolve our
differences and be once
again what we were for the
first thousand years of our
history. We can put aside
any rancor, any distrust,
any sense of “us” and
“them,” and be a true sign
to the world of what it
means to be “one, holy,
catholic and apostolic”.
In the early Church the role of the
Bishop of Rome was to bring “unity” to
all the Churches not by “ruling” them
but by working to bring them to
consensus on matters of faith. The role
of the Bishop of Rome was not to
“rule” all Catholic Churches but rather
to be the arbitrator in matters of true
disagreement. When the Western
Church was separated from the
Eastern Church, however, the Church
of Rome took on the “role” of “ruler”
and not arbitrator.
More to come with regard to the
answer to this question.
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan

COMING FEAST
Saturday August 15th & 16th

Next weekend we
will be celebrating
another major feast
of our Church, that is
the
DORMITION OF THE
MOTHER OF GOD
Flowers
will
be
blessed on this feast
as it our tradition and custom. We are
asked to prepare for this feast by
attempting to engage in a fast of
some sort. It is always up to the
individual person how they will
prepare for the feast.
Traditionally there are four fast
periods in our Church: the Great Fast
before Easter, the St. Philip’s Fast
before Christmas, the Fast before the
feast of SS Peter and Paul and the
Fast before the Dormition.
***************
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LIVING THE NEW LIFE

Is your life working? It’s
a simple question, really.
We cannot look at
another person’s life and
know, but most of the
time, we know how well
our own life is (or isn’t)
working.
When we reflect upon our lives, we
usually discover that in some ways
they are functioning well and in other
ways they are dysfunctional. What
does this mean for you? It means in
some ways you are flourishing, but in
other ways you are experiencing
dissatisfaction. God is speaking to you
through that dissatisfaction. You can
learn to live with your discontent, or
you can accept it as an invitation.
The danger zone is marked by
comfort. This is where things aren’t
great, but they aren’t horrible either, so
you just continue to muddle along. We
gravitate toward comfort, and its
amazing how comfortable we can get
with things that are uncomfortable or
worse. The thought of something new
and unknown activates our resistance
and hesitancy. These are mental,
emotional and spiritual obstacles that
we all need to push through in order to
move from
(Continued on page 8)
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WORSHIP AND OUR DIVINE LITURGY
Eastern Christians measure time by a
calendar itself touched by the
Incarnate Word of God. The recurring
rhythms of the year, the months, the
weeks, and the days alternating with
nights mean much more than the
simple passage of time. They also
constitute the decisive and supreme
moments when the Word of God was
incarnate and lived among us, when
He was born, died, rose again and
ascended into heaven. These acts,
upon which our salvation is grounded,
occurred once and for all. But in the
very rhythm and flow of time they
are remembered, celebrated and
experienced anew. In every liturgical
event we encounter Christ, who once
was dead and now lives; who "is the
same yesterday and today and
forever" (Hebrews. 13: 8). In every
liturgical event he renders actual both
His past saving work and its
fulfillment. Amid the flux of time,
worship introduces us to the end of
time (Matthew 18: 20). He "who is
enthroned on high with the Father is
also invisibly with us" (prayer of the
Divine Liturgy). He, who is to come
again to judge the living and the dead,
has never left us "and lo, I am with
you always, to the close of the
age" (Matthew. 28: 20).
The Church through her kerygma,
the Gospel, and the sacraments call
the "lords of creation" to a union with
their Creator. The new world is working
itself out, but in the mystery of faith,
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hidden from the wise of this world
(1 Cor. 1: 19-21, 2: 6-9). Worship in
general and the sacraments in
particular introduce us to the future
age and kingdom. The Risen Christ is
made manifest. We participate in the
saving acts of His life, so that our life
may be continuously renewed and
refashioned in the likeness of Him who
made us.
The Divine Liturgy becomes truly
worship of God when we join ourselves
with Jesus, our Savior and Brother, in
offering our lives back to the Father in
thanksgiving for the gift of life. This
offering of our lives to the Father is
made real when we psychologically
make a firm intention to transform our
lives by making every effort to live the
way that Jesus lived. This means that
we intend to unconditionally love all
others regard of how they treat us. We
treat them in the manner in which we
want to be treated and not the way
that they treat us. When we live this
way, personal transformation and
change become a reality.
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BEING HUMAN - BEING IN THE IMAGE OF GOD
To be human is to be in the image, and
being in the image, according to the
image, entails a relationship to Christ,
who is the image. Certainly he is an
image in virtue of being the Word of
God, God’s self-manifestation; but this
is something we only fully understand
through the Incarnation. It is only
through the Incarnation
that we can truly
understand what it is
to be human. It is only
in the light of Christ
that we can grasp what
is truly meant by being
human. What we know
from our experience of
being human is what it
is to be “incomplete”,
that is not fully
developed spiritually.
But to be in the image
is, at the very least, to
bear some trace of
true humanity. We see
developed humanity in
Christ. For the Word of God, in
becoming man, became what we are
meant to be. To be human is to have a
nature with capacities, faculties, that
are never properly realized in our
undeveloped, spiritual natures. We
have a glimpse of these potential
faculties in the person of Christ. In
Christ we not only see our potential,
but we gain insight into how we can
grow in order to realize these faculties.
To sum up: being in the image
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certainly entails being rational and
free, but that is not what is means;
what being in the image means is
having an affinity with God, not a
natural affinity, but one granted us
through God’s grace (help), in virtue of
which affinity we can know God, have
some kind of communion with him.
That is why I often
say, we are created in
the image of God and
given the potential to
grow in His likeness.
We have the potential
to grow in His likeness,
as seen in the Person
of Jesus, but we have
to work at actualizing
that potential. That is
the work and task of
life’s journey.
Being in the image
of God means being
able to pray. One of
the aspects of the
language of images is
that images are not just likenesses or
pictures, but that they are derived from
an original. An image of God is derived
from God, it manifests him as a kind of
theophany, and the purpose of an
image is to enable others to recognize
the original, to draw them to the
original. If one understands image in
this sense, then the whole of St. John’s
Gospel is concerned with the image:
the Son imaging forth the Father.
Have you thought of yourself as God’s image?
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St. Michael the Archangel
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church
6340 Chase Road
Dearborn, MI 48126

Sunday, August 9 - 10th Weekend after Pentecost - Tone 1
10:00 AM - Aubery Post; Art Borodich (Birthday)
+ Husband Taras and Family in Ukraine; Jaroslava Zalopinyj

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D.
Pastor

11th WEEK AFTER PENTECOST - Tone 2

Rectory: (313) 582-1424
Cell: (313) 580-4412
WRuchgy@gmail.com

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Sundays @ 10:00 AM
Ukrainian & English
Weekdays @ 8:00 AM
English

SACRAMENTS
Penance
By Appointment
Baptism & Matrimony
In most instances membership
required for six months

Funerals
Membership of an immediate family
member required

Parish Life Council
Bob & Corinne Boyko
734.451.1893
John & Janet Dicky
586.755.3129
Daria Drobny
313.791-0292
Robert Krokosky
248.734.7078
Leo & Mary LaDouceur
313.278.7378
Gordon Malaniak
734.564.9817

Rev Deacon Leonard Mier
313.584-6795
Greg & Esther Petrovich
734.453-4354
Rafic Vawter
313.624.9867

Monday, August 10 - Lawrence, Archdeacon-Martyr
No Service Scheduled
Tuesday, August 11 - Eupius, Martyr
No Service Scheduled
Wednesday, August 12 - Photius & Anicetus, Martyrs
No Service Scheduled
Thursday, August 13 - Maximus the Confessor, Venerable
No Service Scheduled
Friday, August 14 - Translation of Relics of Theodosius of the Cave, Venerable
No Service Scheduled
Saturday, August 15 - Dormition of the Mother of God
No Service Scheduled

Sunday, August 16 - 11th Weekend after Pentecost - Tone 2
10:00 AM + Walter Boyko; Robert & Corinne Boyko (Anniversary)
- Health of Sadie, Robert and Corinne Boyko

(Continued from page 5 - Living The New Life)

surviving to thriving. Are you thriving
or just surviving? It’s time to stop
muddling along.
If you life isn’t working, what are
you willing to do about it? Are you
open to trying something new? Christ
is calling us to flourish and thrive.
Trying to put together a jigsaw puzzle without an
important piece is incredibly frustrating. That is the
story of millions of people’s lives. Day after day they
are frustrated, but they don’t realize they are missing
a piece. They drive themselves crazy trying to put the
puzzle of their own lives together without that critical
piece. The essential piece most people are missing
is a VIBRANT SPIRITUALITY.
A vibrant spirituality, however, doesn’t just
happen. You have to make an earnest effort to bring
http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org - and - Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn
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BECOMING A HEALING PRESENCE

As I begin to live out my
unique vocation as a healing
presence, I begin to see myself
differently. My self-image
changes. I begin to see myself
for who I really am, “the light
of the world.” As my self-image
changes, I begin to act slightly
differently. I begin to be more
aware of the real needs of
others as they present
themselves before me as
needs for strength and hope that is, healing. I also begin to
be more aware of when others,
consciously or unconsciously,
provide me with strength and
hope; hence they are also a
healing presence for me.
Our vocation is to heal
others into Christ. When
we meet others in our
environment or in our head, we
can bring healing ointment by
bringing Christ.
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We heal others by saying the Name of Jesus
over them. Father Lev Gillet said, “The Name of
Jesus is a concrete and powerful means
of transfiguring persons into their hidden,
innermost, utmost reality.” Isn’t that what
others are looking for from us, especially youth?
Don’t they want us to see and communicate,
sometimes without words, the goodness in
them that they can’t see themselves?
One bishop has a profound insight to offer:
Unless we look at a person and see the
beauty there is in this person, we can
contribute nothing to him. One does not help
a person by discerning what is wrong, what
is ugly, what is distorted. Christ looked at
everyone he met, at the prostitute, at the
thief, and saw the beauty hidden there.
Perhaps it was distorted, perhaps damaged,
but it was beauty none the less, and what he
did was to call out this beauty.
Father Lev Gillet said,
We should approach all men and women - in
the street, the shop, the office, the factory,
the bus, the queue, and especially those who
seem irritating and antagonistic - with the
Name of Jesus in our heart and on our lips.
We should pronounce His Name over them
all, for their real Name is the Name of
Jesus.
Our attitude is extended love for them as we
name them with His Name in a spirit of
adoration, dedication and service. We are called
to adore Christ in them, serve Christ in them. In
many of these men and women - in the
malicious, in the criminal - Jesus is imprisoned.
Deliver Him in them.
Do you see yourself as called to be a healing person?
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SOMETHING MORE ABOUT SACRED SCRIPTURE
Though they were inspired, the authors of the
sacred books also brought some human elements
into them. On commentary on the Scriptures states:
"as far as the human nature is not perfect, certain
imperfections might occur in the sacred books due
to the participation of the free human activity in the
writing thereof. Therefore the divine inspiration of
the Scriptures does not by any means come into a
contradiction with genuine human thoughts and
senses, inaccuracies and discrepancies, which may
be found in them. The works of the holy writers are
perfect to the extent that is needed for the divine
purpose. Where imperfect human comprehension
was sufficient for the salvation of mankind, there
God permitted imperfections to appear."
In describing historical events, the Biblical
authors used the common tools of learning: written
documents, verbal tradition, stories of eyewitnesses
and personal observations. Subjective features are
present in the historical books of the Bible as well. It
is a known fact that the evidence of eyewitnesses of
an event would not fully coincide in all details, even
if each of them tried to render his observations with
maximum accuracy. This subjectivity of witness is
considered a norm in judicial hearings. In this
respect the parallel narrations of the Bible do not
constitute an exclusion.
For example, if we juxtapose the four
Evangelists’ descriptions of the Crucifixion and
Resurrection of Christ, then we will find its own
peculiarities and details in each of them. It is
usually not hard to reconcile the differences of the
parallel narratives in the Bible, because they do
not eliminate, but supplement one another.
Unfortunately, modern Bible criticism is often too
picky on minor discrepancies in the Bible, and seeks
to view them as contradictions. Our Eastern Church
truly recognizes the natural methods of historical
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knowledge, but it believes
that the writers of the
sacred books put down
the truth only, because
the grace of God taught
them to distinguish true
from false.
Too frequently people
want to turn Sacred
Scripture into history
when it is meant to be
inspirational. The purpose
of the New Testament
was to inspire people to
believe in Jesus Christ as
someone who truly taught
the real meaning and
purpose of life. He lived a
certain way to provide an
example to those who
chose to follow Him, on
how to live in order to be
a child of God
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND INNER HEALING
It has been said that healing is a continuing of
the creative power of God, a flow of divine
energy that repairs that which has been
broken and frees that which has been bound.
Inner healing, then, is Jesus coming to a
hurting person, often through the power of
prayer, and sometimes through the mediation
of another person, to confront the destructive
efforts of evil in the person’s life, and to
recreate that person more completely in the
image of God. Jesus heals through the grace of
His love, His comfort, His forgiveness and His
challenges so that we can grow more
completely into the image that God has of us.
Inner healing is also, to a great extent,
learning how to be honest with God,
sometimes for the first time in our lives. When
we hide our true selves from Jesus we present
to Him a mask, a creature He does not know
because it is not His creation but rather our
own. Since He does not know it, He can neither
love it nor heal it; and it is we who have tied
His hands because have not been honest with
Him. When, however, we strip that mask from
ourselves and simply and honestly tell Jesus
the truth about our lives, we are inviting Him
into us; and when He comes to us He must
help us, not because we request or deserve His
help, but because it is His nature to help,
although the help He gives is that which He
sees we need, not necessarily that which we
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want. Prayers for inner healing
help us to become honest and
thus allow the Healer to do
what is natural for Him.
God, as expressed through
the Person of Jesus, has one
disposition toward us, namely
love. He loves us because He
created us in His image, that is
the Person of Jesus. We are
the only ones who can stop
Him from helping us by how we
respond to Him. It is critical
that we learn how to be honest
with God.
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