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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND 

On this 13th weekend after Pentecost, 

our readings are taken from Paul’s 

first letter to the Corinthians and      

Matthew’s retelling the parable of the 

wicked tenants. The portion of Paul’s 

letter that is read this weekend ends 

Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. 

The first words we hear are: Be on your 

guard, stand firm in the faith and act 

like men. In a word, be strong. Do    

everything with love. These are truly 

words that all of us can stand to hear 

especially during this time of COVID19. 

We must continue in our belief that 

God is with us and will help us if we, 

for our part, act responsibly.  

 The parable reported in the Gospel 

deals with a property owner who 

leased out his vineyard to tenants. 

When he attempted to collect his      

portion of the crop of grapes, they      

refused and even killed his son. In all 

three Synoptic Gospels this parable is 

recorded after the Entrance of Jesus 

into Jerusalem. Some scholars have 

argued that the “vineyard” represents 

Israel and, therefore, the son, who is 

killed by the tenants, represents Jesus. 

Many believe that this interpretation is 

a stretch even though it supports the 

idea of the relationship of Jesus with 

Israel and how Israel treated Him.  

 Needless to say, I believe that there 

are several messages that can be      

derived from these two readings. The 

first, the exhortation to be strong in our 

faith even though others around us 

may attempt to cheat us and make 

our lives miserable and even attempt 

to destroy our spirits. To be strong 

means that we refuse to “hate” others 

even when they cheat or hurt us.  

 Now I know that this flies in the 

face of the values of our society and 

especially against our American value 

of “justice”. It is critical, however, to 

maintain our emotional and spiritual 

equilibrium even in the face of 

“injustice” if we truly want to become 

Adult children of God. We have Jesus 

as a model. Despite all the injustices 

He had to endure, He refused to allow 

the behaviors of others dictate how He 

lived and treated others. To live like He 

lived, of course, takes courage and a 

strong belief in God. We must always 

remember that Jesus lived the way He 

did as a “human” and His Godhead did 

not dictate how He responded to the 

challenges of His life. His belief in God 

was as a man. His belief gave Him the 

courage to live as He lived.  

 I know that many will say that it is 

just too hard and perhaps impossible 

to live as Jesus lived! All things are 

possible if we make God first in our 

life. All things are possible with God’s 

help!   
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THOUGHTS ON GENESIS 

I would continue this article on Genesis.      

I had reached a point where God               

confronted the man, the woman and the 

serpent. He declared that He would put 

enmity between the serpent and the 

woman and between the serpent’s seed 

and her seed. There would be unremitting 

warfare against the serpent and its seed; 

the serpent’s deed was doomed to have 

far-reaching consequences.  

 Next the Lord Yahweh turns to the 

woman. Though she took the lead in    

committing the sin (listening to the       

serpent and guiding her husband), yet 

she is not regarded by God as ultimately 

responsible. The man is the head,          

and thus he is ultimately responsible.            

Accordingly, God deals with the woman 

next, saving the man for the end as the 

one finally and ultimately culpable. (We 

see that many try to distort this part of 

Genesis and want to make the woman 

responsible).  

 Though God pronounces the serpent 

cursed, no such curse is pronounced upon 

the woman. Rather, God sentences her to 

pain and weakness, saying, “I will greatly 

increase your pain and childbearing (i.e., 

your birth pangs) so that “in pain you will 

bear children. Your desire will be for your 

husband, and he will rule over you.”        

As the archetypical mother of the race, 

she would bear children, but what         

was originally to be accomplished with         

effortless joy will now be accomplished 

with pain (Hebrew etsev). Moreover, in 

this new weakened state she will desire 

her  husband, craving  his  protection, and 

he will rule over you. The word here 

for rule is not radah (the word used 

in Genesis 1:28 for mankind’s       

subduing rule over creation), but    

rather mashal, the word used for the 

beneficent rule of the sun and moon 

over the day and night. The picture 

is one of the woman’s weakness, in 

which she fulfills her task in pain 

and vulnerability, requiring the help 

and protection of her husband. She 

had functioned as his leader in       

rebellion against God but now was 

reduced to needing his protection 

against the world.  

 I hope that my readers are truly 

getting a different sense of Genesis. 

I would have my readers remember 

that Genesis is NOT HISTORY but 

rather a story to understand life. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON EASTERN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

Question: Why do Eastern Catholics make the sign of the cross 

differently from Western Catholics?  

There are several theories about why Eastern          

Catholics and Latin Catholics make the sign of the 

cross differently. Both the Eastern priest or bishop and 

the Latin priest or bishop sign the people starting at 

the top of the “cross” and moving down, then to the 

left and the right. Latin Catholics “copy” the direction 

of the blessing, so that when the minister giving the 

blessing moves to the left, the one receiving the     

blessing moves his or her and to the left shoulder and 

then to the right. The Eastern Catholic “mirrors” the 

action of the priest or bishop - this is, the first shoulder 

is the right shoulder, which is where the bishop or 

priest’s hand would be when he moves left.  

 Of course, because the church likes to use analogy 

in explaining things, theologies were developed to    

explain where the hand went and why. For the Eastern 

Catholic, the Son sits at the “right hand of the Father,” 

and, thus, when we refer to the Son in the sign of the 

cross we touch the right shoulder. For the Latin        

Catholic, the idea is that the sheep are on the right 

and the goats on the left, and we’ve been moved, 

through the action of Christ, from the left to the right 

to be with the sheep.  

 All of this is mostly a matter of popular tradition. 

There is, however, a deep theology in the way the 

Eastern Catholic holds his or her hand when making 

the sign of the cross. The thumb, index and middle 

fingers are held together to remind us of the Trinity, 

the ring and little finger are held together to remind us 

of the two natures of Christ: human and divine. Finally, 

those last two fingers are held down in the palm to 

remind us that Christ came down from heaven to 

bring salvation to the world. 

 Of course we should never think that one way is 

right and the other wrong. It is just how two different 

traditions played out in the life of the Church.  

  

     As I have been       

working on this article it 

dawned on me to ask my 

readers: Are there any 

particular questions you 

would like me to address 

and attempt to answer? 

You can ask me these 

questions in several      

different ways:  

Mail:  

6340 Chase Road  

Dearborn MI 48126 

Phone:  

313-580-4412 

Email:  

wruchgy@gmail.com 

I never consider any 

question irrelevant or 

“stupid”. It is my desire 

that my readers are the 

best informed Eastern 

Catholics possible.  

More to come!  
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan 

LIVING THE NEW LIFE 
I ended these thoughts 

on living the new life in 

the last issue of this    

article by stating: It is an 

unavoidable fact that our 

lives do no unfold as we 

hope and expect them 

to. It is also worth      

pointing out that very often we are      

defined by how we respond to the      

unexpected events of life. The             

unexpected, whether judged good or 

bad, reveals character. How then do 

we prepare for the unexpected?      

Prayer. Prayer is the ultimate           

preparation for the unexpected. Prayer 

helps us develop the awareness, virtue 

and character that are essential when 

your life gets turned upside down. 

 There is a storm coming. How do I 

know? There always is. It may be days 

away, weeks or months, or even years. 

But it is coming. Nobody passes 

through this life without encountering 

some storms.  

 The way to weather storms is to 

sink the roots of the daily habit of    

prayer deep into your life. Is there a 

storm coming? Like has taught me 

that this is the wrong question. When 

will the storm get here? is more        

appropriate.           (Continued on page 8)   

ON BEHALF OF THE 

PARISH FAMILY 
I would again like to        

extend a big thank you on behalf of the 

Parish Family to all those who, during 

this difficult time, continue to very    

generously support the Parish. It is truly 

appreciated.  

*************** 

WOULD YOU BE INTERESTED  
I don’t know if anyone is 

interested in continuing 

an adult discussion 

about our faith. I have a 

number of articles I 

would like to share and 

host an internet discussion with those 

who read the article. I feel strongly 

committed, even during this COVID 19 

time to continue our discussions about 

religious topics. If you would like to    

participate, I will be using ZOOM to host 

these discussion groups. Please email 

me about your willingness to take part 

in these discussions 

***************.  
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 HOW TO PERSONALLY EXPERIENCE THE DIVINE LITURGY 

One of the primary ways to personally 

experience the Divine Liturgy is to      

attempt to make it your own prayer.  

This requires that we take time to     

reflect upon the words and actions of 

the Liturgy. For example, there are two 

main processions in the Liturgy. The 

first is the Small Entrance during which 

the Gospel Book is carried out from the 

altar area into the nave (the area 

where congregants are). In order to 

make this more significant for yourself, 

you have to remember what this action 

is attempting to convey. It expresses 

the belief that God’s Word, Jesus, as 

expressed in the Gospels, came from 

heaven to earth to lead us back to 

heaven. (An aside: the book only       

contains the four Gospels and resides 

on the throne (the Eastern Church’s 

name for what westerners call altar). 

The Gospels truly represent Christ and 

one of the ways that He is present to 

us when we gather to pray.  

 The second entrance, called the 

Great Entrance, again comes from the 

altar area (the area that westerners 

call the sanctuary) which represents 

the world to come (heaven) and to the 

nave. The gifts of bread and wine 

(food) comes from God and represent 

life itself. The gifts are then brought to 

the throne were they are eventually 

transformed and offered up to God. 

When they are offered up, of course, 

God transforms them, enriching them 

so that they not only represent Christ 

but represent God helping us to grow.   

 Again, I believe that it is essential 

that we attempt to see ourselves on 

the paten and in the chalice, since the 

bread and wine represent life, together 

with Christ and that we, together with 

Christ, offer our very lives to God in 

thanksgiving for the gift of life.  

 So, to personally experience the 

Divine Liturgy, we have to do more 

than just respond to the prescribed 

prayers. We have to think about what 

we are doing when we celebrate the 

Divine Liturgy. The Divine Liturgy calls 

us to personally offer up our lives in 

thanksgiving to God. This, of course, 

means that we have to be thankful for 

the life that God is sharing with us. 

This is difficult to do if we are unhappy 

with our lives.  

 Some people become unhappy 

with their lives when their lives do not 

turn out exactly as they desire. One 

thing about life: We have to learn how 

to accept the life that is given to us. It 

may not always be how we want it to 

be. It is a gift!  
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BECOMING AN ADULT CHILD OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER 

I don’t know if any of my readers have 

ever thought about becoming an 

“ADULT CHILD” of the Heavenly Father.  

This thought came to me after hearing 

so many people express what I         

consider to be child-like ideas about 

God. I think this happens, by the way, 

because God is incomprehensible and 

so we do everything we 

can to make Him in our 

image and likeness. 

We want God to be like 

us, liking the people we 

like and, of course, 

punishing the people 

we think should be 

punished. We make 

our sense of “justice” 

His justice.  

 I know that some 

have heard me share 

my thoughts about one 

of Jesus’ parables - the 

parable about paying 

workers on a farm all 

the same amount     

regardless of how many hours they 

worked. Like the workers in the             

parable, we are incensed and believe it 

unjust that all workers are paid the 

same amount regardless of how long 

they worked.  

 The end of the parable is so very 

wonderful. The employer simply states: 

can’t I do with my money what I want? 

People don’t like this concept and     

really don’t want God to be like the 

employer in the parable. People want 

God to give greater rewards to those 

who work harder and really don’t want 

Him to be generous.  

 Taking this stance is not being, in 

my estimation, an ADULT CHILD of the 

Heavenly Father. Taking this stance 

does not allow God to be God but,      

rather, expect Him to be the type of 

being that we want 

Him to be.  

     In order to become 

an ADULT CHILD of the 

Heavenly Father, we 

have to allow Him to be 

God and not someone 

made in our image and 

likeness. It means not 

trying to put God in a 

box that we have made 

by our puny intellects. 

It means seeing Him   

as beyond our feeble     

comprehensions of 

who we want Him to be 

and attempting to see 

and accepting Him as 

God.  

 One of the hardest things for       

people to accept, I think, is that as our 

Heavenly Father He is not waiting for 

us to break some sort of laws in order 

that He can punish us. Many believe 

that people will become self-centered 

and selfish if punishment is not held 

over their heads. If you want to          

become a true, adult child of God who 

is an adult, you will want to grow in the 

likeness of Jesus.    
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St. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church  

6340 Chase Road 

Dearborn, MI 48126 
 

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D. 

Pastor 
 

Rectory: (313) 582-1424 

Cell: (313) 580-4412 

WRuchgy@gmail.com 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sundays @ 10:00 AM  

Ukrainian & English 
 

 

Weekdays @ 8:00 AM 

English 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Penance 

By Appointment 
 

Baptism & Matrimony 

In most instances membership 

required for six months  
 

Funerals  

Membership of an immediate 

family member required 
 

 

 

Parish Life Council 
 

Bob & Corinne Boyko  

734.451.1893 
 

John & Janet Dicky 

586.755.3129 
 

Daria Drobny 

313.791-0292 
 

Robert Krokosky 

248.734.7078 
 

Leo & Mary LaDouceur 

313.278.7378 
 

Gordon Malaniak 

734.564.9817 
 

Rev Deacon Leonard Mier 

313.584-6795 
 

Greg & Esther Petrovich 

734.453-4354 
 

 

Rafic Vawter 

313.624.9867 

Sunday, August 30 - 13th Weekend after Pentecost - Tone 4 

      10:00 AM - Special Intention 

14th WEEK AFTER PENTECOST - Tone 5 

Monday, August 31 -  Deposition of the Cincture of Mary 

     No Service Scheduled 

Tuesday, September 1 - Simeon, Venerable; Beginning of the Church Year. 

     No Service Scheduled 

Wednesday, September 2 - Mammas, Martyr  

     No Service Scheduled 

Thursday, September 3 - Anthimus, Bishop-Martyr 

      No Service Scheduled 

Friday, September 4 - Babylas, Bishop-Martyr; Moses, Prophet  

       No Service Scheduled 

Saturday, September 5 - Zachary, Prophet and Elizabeth   

       No Service Scheduled 

Sunday, September 6 - 14th Weekend after Pentecost -  Tone 5 

      10:00 AM - Special Intention 

(Continued from page 5 - Living The New Life) 

Life has also taught me that when the 

storm arrives it is too late to start    

sinking those roots. So don’t delay. 

Begin today. Prayer is life’s essential 

daily habit. 

 You may be asking: Why should I 

pray? Its a great question It is also the 

answer. We have so many questions, and all too often 

we turn to the people around us as we look for          

answers, instead of turning to the one who has all the 

answers to all the questions. Your questions are the 

gateway to the answers you seek. Treasure your         

questions. Honor them enough to seek answers, and 

not just any answers. It is my sense that you, my      

readers, are not looking for generalized answers. You 

yearn for deeply personal answers to your deeply      

personal questions. The world cannot give you these. 

The people in your life cannot answer these questions 

for you, even those who know you and love you the 

most. Only God can.  

http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org   - and -   Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn 
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BECOMING A HEALING PRESENCE 

is the life of the world.”  

 Abba Anthony, one of the Desert Fathers, told 

Abba Poemen that the great temptation in life 

is to imagine something better somewhere 

else, over the imagined rainbow. We can’t keep 

imagined thoughts from entering our mind, but 

we can use those thoughts to pray.  

 St. Hesychius of Jerusalem tells us, as it is   

impossible to cross the expanse of the sea   

without a large ship, so without calling on Jesus 

Christ it is impossible to banish from the soul 

the suggestion of a wicked thought.  

 We remain in the church to stabilize us. The 

Church exists to preserve our sanity.  

 St. Paul exhorts us, “Let each one remain in 

the same calling in which he was called.” We 

don’t become rootless. We stay where we are 

planted unless God, through the approval of our 

spiritual father, clearly wants us to move on.  

 To be a healing presence we must adopt    

gentleness as a mindset. We begin where we 

always begin, with the words of Christ. ”Take My 

yoke upon you, and learn from Me; for I am  

gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest 

for your souls.” This quote needs to be            

continued with a quote from St. Seraphim of 

Sarov: “You cannot be too gentle, too kind. 

Avoid even appearing harsh in your treatment 

of each other. Joy, radiant joy, streams from the 

face of him who gives and kindles joy in the 

heart of him who receives.”  

 Gentleness as a mindset seems to be          

emblematic of St. Seraphim; it is apparent in 

his writings and his posture in icons. He gives us 

a living portrait of a man who was a healing 

presence to humans - ant, it is said, even to a 

bear. Do you have any thoughts on what        

gentleness means?                                                                                                               

In the last issue of this article, I 

ended by sharing that “joy” 

comes to us when we strive to 

be a healing presence to      

others. Our Icons, when they 

are properly written, show light 

as coming from within the     

person depicted. Similarly, we 

can have joy come from within 

us. We can be suffused with 

joy by God’s grace. To suffuse 

means to spread over or 

through something, to fill, to 

saturate, to permeate, to      

imbue. We saturate the space 

we occupy with the light of joy.  

 Father Schmemann said, 

“A Christian is one who,       

wherever he looks, finds Christ 

and rejoices in Him. This joy 

transforms all his human plans 

and projects, decisions and 

actions, making all his mission 

(vocation) the sacrament of 

the world’s return to  Him  Who 
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SOMETHING MORE ABOUT SACRED SCRIPTURE 

Hearing the word of God with reverence and         

proclaiming it with faith takes its direction from the 

words of St. John: “We announce to you the eternal 

life which dwelt with the Father and was made      

visible to us. What we have seen and heard we     

announce to you, so that you may have fellowship 

with us and our common fellowship be with the     

Father, and His Son Jesus Christ. Therefore,           

following in the footsteps of the Fathers of the 

Church and Tradition, there is an authentic doctrine 

on divine revelation and how it is handed on. This 

doctrine is established by the Church so that by 

hearing the message of salvation the whole world 

may believe, by believing it may hope, and by       

hoping it may love.  

 In His goodness and wisdom God chose to reveal 

Himself and to make known to us the hidden        

purpose of His will by which through Christ, the word 

made flesh, man might in the Holy Spirit have        

access to the Father and come to share in the divine 

nature. Through this revelation, therefore, the        

invisible God out of the abundance of His love 

speaks to men, as friends and lives among them, so 

that He may invite and take them into fellowship 

with Himself. This plan of revelation is realized by 

deeds and words having an inner unity: the deeds 

wrought by God in the history of salvation manifest 

and confirm the teaching and realities signified by 

the words, while the words proclaim the deeds and 

clarify the mystery contained in them. By this         

revelation then, the deepest truth about God and 

the salvation of man shines out for our sake in 

Christ, who is both the mediator and the fullness of 

all revelation.  

 God, who through the Word creates all things 

and keeps them in existence, gives men an           

enduring witness to Himself in created realities. 

Planning  to  make  known the  way of  salvation, He   

went further and from the 

start manifested Himself 

to humankind in various 

ways. First the prophets 

of the Old Testament and 

then finally through Jesus 

Christ, Who, it is our      

belief, was and is God          

incarnate as a human    

being. It was through the 

Person of Jesus that God 

finally revealed Himself to 

humankind and set forth, 

by the example that Jesus 

gave us through His words 

and deeds, the way that 

we should live in     order 

to become fully what God 

intended when He creat-

ed us. Out of love for us, 

He revealed how to live in 

order to gain the greatest 

benefit from life. 
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I ended the last issue of this article by 

sharing something about imagination 

and inner healing. Imagination is the 

creative function within us, the        

function that arranges in new ways 

things given to it by the other parts of 

our minds and spirits.  

 Many people do not 

realize that ordinary 

people use imagination  

every day: It is a          

necessary part of living. 

Because some people 

were labeled in school 

as “unimaginative”, 

“ u n c r e a t i v e ”  a n d 

“unartistic” they have 

been led to believe that 

imagination is for      

others but not for them. 

Others have identified 

i m a g i n a t i o n  a s           

associated only with things like       

painting and music and do not see it 

as a function to be used in everyday 

life.  

 But only if we live the dullest of 

lives do we not use our imaginations. 

Many people use their imaginations 

every day in the ways they approach 

problems, in the ways they create     

humor , in the ways they express their 

feelings, in the ways they reflect on 

their experiences, in the ways they 

mend the brokenness they meet in life 

and in the ways they pray.  

 However, we do not all experience 

o u r  im a g in a t io n s        

functioning within us in 

the same way. Just as 

personal it ies  vary   

greatly, so do the        

imaginations within 

them. When we begin 

to understand this fact 

we will not think less of 

ourselves for not having 

the kind of imagination 

we think we ought to 

have, and we will learn 

how to use our own     

imaginations to give our 

lives and our prayers 

more vitality.  

 Until I came across these thoughts 

that an author, Theodore Dobson, 

shared, I never thought of using my 

imagination in prayer. As I reflect upon 

it now, I guess I have always used my 

imagination in prayer and didn’t realize 

it. Think about your prayer life. Do you 

use your imagination in your prayers?  

SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND INNER HEALING 
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