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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND
On this 14th weekend after the feast
of Pentecost, our readings are taken
from Paul’s second letter to the
Corinthians and Matthew’s Gospel. We
are also anticipating the feast of the
Birth of Mary, the Mother of God.
Paul states this: “God is the one
Who firmly establishes” us in Christ
and Who seals us, “thereby depositing
the first payment, the Spirit, in our
hearts.” It is obvious that Paul is not,
at this point, thinking of Christ as God
and wants to stress it is God Himself
Who is acting through Christ and
through His disciples. So for Paul
Christ is the vehicle that God was using
to make us aware that we humans
have His Spirit within us.
Our Gospel reading presents
Christ’s parable of the “wedding
banquet” that a king gave for his son.
He starts the parable by saying, “the
reign of God may be likened to” a
wedding banquet wherein all are
invited but have the freedom to either
respond positively or negatively to the
banquet invitation.
If we respond positively to the
invitation that we are being given by
God to become a part of His kingdom,
we will experience something that is
akin to a wedding banquet. It will be a
joyous experience. It will result in a
union with God that is like a marriage.
As we know, Israel always
considered itself a “bride” of Yahweh.
That the union between Yahweh and
His chosen people was like a true and
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real marriage.
In our Christian dispensation,
especially in our Eastern Church, Christ
is consider the bridegroom and we are
considered to be joined to Him as a
wife is joined to her husband. This
projects a very intimate relationship. In
fact the first three days of Great and
Holy Week in our Church are called the
DAYS OF THE BRIDEGROOM.
If we freely choose to follow Christ
and strive to grow in our likeness of
Him, we will experience great joy and
an intimacy with God. Our path to true
union with God is by embracing the
way of living modeled for us by Jesus.
When we do this, we also discover that
God has truly implanted His Own Spirit
within us.
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THOUGHTS ON GENESIS
While I realize that this article seems to
be dragging on and on, I really do want
my readers to get a true understanding of
the book of Genesis since I feel that it is
one of the Bible’s books that is greatly
misunderstood and misinterpreted. Too
many Christians seem to feel that it is the
history of how humankind came into
existence and why life is the way that it
is. If you have been following this article
closely, I think you will agree that Genesis
is not what a lot of Christians think it is.
In the last issue of this article, I
reported God’s dealing with the woman.
After that God finally comes to the man,
and He blames him because he listened
to the voice of his woman. He should
have been her leader, warning his
beloved of the danger, correcting her,
saving her from the deceiving words of
the serpent. Instead he listened to her obeyed her - and had eaten of the
forbidden tree. Like his wife, he is not
cursed either, but the ground which is his
natural ecological partner is cursed. As
the man (Hebrew adam), he was taken
from the ground (Hebrew adamah) and
was called to work with it, bringing from it
the fruits of life. Just as his wife must still
fulfill her feminine function of bearing
children but must now fulfill that task
with pain, so with the man as well. He
must still fulfill his masculine function of
working with the ground, but must now
fulfill this task in pain, earning and eating
his bread through labor, in the sweat of
his face. This was to have been done
effortlessly, the ground easily bringing
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forth its plants as when it once
sprouted spontaneously for God.
Now the ground was cursed, and it
would yield its fruit only with
difficulty, bringing forth also thorns
and thistles, as the man toiled hard
over it. The man was sentenced to
work the ground with ceaseless
sweat, laboring over the ground until
he finally returned to it himself, and
death brought an end to his toil.
Though he along with his wife
had aspired to become gods, in
reality he was dust, like the ground
over which he toiled. Out of this dust
he once was taken, and to this dust
he would one day return.
As you read this you can imagine
that the writer of Genesis was trying
to understand life as it is.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON EASTERN CATHOLIC CHURCHES
Question: Why are we called the
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church?

The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church (Українська
Греко-Католицька Церква) is a national church that
uses the Byzantine Ritual because it was converted to
the Christian faith by SS Cyril and Methodius, who
were missionaries from Byzantium, and is in full
communion with the Bishop of Rome and the
worldwide Catholic Church. It is the secondlargest particular church (sui juris - self-governing) in
the Catholic Church (after the Latin, or Roman,
Church). It is one of the Major Archiepiscopal
Churches of the Catholic Church.
Our Church is one of the successor churches to
the acceptance of Christianity by Grand
Prince Vladimir the Great of Kiev, in 988. It appeared
in 1596 with the signing of the Union of
Brest between the Ruthenian Orthodox Church (Polish
–Lithuanian Commonwealth) led by Michael
Rohoza and the Holy See. Following the partitions
of Poland, in 1808 the eparchies of the
original Ruthenian Uniate Church (Latin: Ecclesia
Ruthena unita) were split three ways between
the Austrian Empire (3), Prussia (1), and the Russian
Empire (5). Those three eparchies under Austrian
jurisdiction were reorganized as the Greek Catholic
Church soon after liquidation of all five eparchies that
ended up in Russia. Established in 1807 the Greek
Catholic Church in Austria became the only survivor of
the original Uniate church of the Brest Union.
In 1963 the church was recognized as Ukrainian
through the efforts of Yosyf Slipyi. The hierarch of the
church holds the title of Major Archbishop of KievHalych and All Ruthenia, though the hierarchs and
faithful of the church have acclaimed their ordinary as
"Patriarch" and have requested Papal recognition of,
and elevation to, this title. Major Archbishop is a
unique title within the Catholic Church that was
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introduced in 1963 as
part
of
political
c ompromise.
Sin c e
March 2011 the head of
the church is Major
Archbishop Sviatoslav
Shevchuk.
The Ukrainian Greek
Catholic Church is the
largest Eastern Catholic
Church
in
the
world.
Currently it has
approximately
5.5
million members. In
Ukraine itself, the UGCC
is the second largest
religious organization in
terms of number of
communities. In terms of
number of members, the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church ranks third in
allegiance among the
population of Ukraine.
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan

FEASTS OF SEPTEMBER
September not only marks the
beginning of the New Church Year. It
also celebrates two of the twelve major
feasts of the Church: The Birth of Mary,
the Mother of God and the Exaltation
of the Holy Cross. Because of the way
that they fall in our calendar, we will be
including them in our Weekend
celebrations, combining them with our
regular Sunday celebration of the
Resurrection of Christ.
BIRTH OF MARY
Saturday-Sunday, September 6th
Celebrated on September 8th

EXALTATION OF THE CROSS
Saturday-Sunday, September 13th
Celebrated on September 14th

We will anticipate both feasts and will
also “stream” the celebration of the
actual feasts on the appropriate days.
As you may know, we are “streaming”
all services conducted at St. Michaels
at the present time.

tinyurl.com/stmichaelugcc
We also have limited space for people
to actually attend the Divine liturgy in
person. Requirement: wearing of
masks and sitting in the designated
pews (arranged so that there is a six
foot distance between participants).
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LIVING THE NEW LIFE

It is my firm belief that
questions play a very
important role in our
spiritual journey. I would
urge you to jot down and
date the questions you
have along the way.
Some, hopefully, you
have received from me. You will look
back at different times; these
questions and the dates you began
asking them will provide powerful
context to your journey. They will show
where you have been and encourage
you in where you are going. ‘
The essential practical virtue of
prayer is “patience” - which is also
the essential practical virtue in all
relationships. Remember always that
prayer is a conversation with someone,
God, who you are in a relationship
with. This is our first encounter with a
truth that will surface time and time
again: Prayer teaches us how to live
and love. Prayer teaches us to be
patient, and to patient people will
always have a better relationship than
two impatient people. God is absolute
patience. There is also a direct
connection between our capacity to
love and our capacity for patience.
Perhaps this is
(Continued on page 8)
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HOW TO PERSONALLY EXPERIENCE THE DIVINE LITURGY
Another way to experience the Divine
Liturgy is to think of the responses that
you give to the dialogue that results
from the interaction of the deacon and
priest with the congregation. For
example, what do you think about
when you respond, whether in English
or Ukrainian: LORD HAVE MERCY. This
simple, three word prayer is said more
often than anything else during the
course of the Divine Liturgy. It is said
nearly 30 times. That doesn’t even
take into account any special petitions
that are added during the Triple Litany
after the Gospel. Take those into
account, and you may hear the words
“Lord have mercy” close to 40 times!
Perhaps you’ve heard someone say, or
even had the thought yourself, “why do
we say this so many times? It’s
repetitive!” It can seem repetitive, and
to some people unnecessary if we
don’t understand the great meaning
behind it.
We say Lord have mercy because
we are asking for very important things
from God. We are asking for peace
within ourselves and for the world. We
are asking that He protect our
churches, the faithful, our Patriarch
and Bishop, our government, country
and armed forces. We are asking for
good weather, protection for those who
travel and that we will be delivered
from bad things. The only way these
things can be granted to us is if God
has mercy on us. This is because we
are sinners. It is the mercy of God that
The Eastern HERALD

gives us the forgiveness of our sins. No
matter how many mistakes we make,
God still forgives us. He still shows us
mercy.
Every time we sin, we need to ask
for God’s mercy. That is why the Jesus
Prayer, which is really just an extended
version of “Lord have mercy” is so
powerful. When we pray, “Lord Jesus
Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me
a sinner” we are admitting that we sin,
we are recognizing that Christ is truly
God and we are begging for his mercy.
That is what we are doing every time
we sing “Lord have mercy” during the
Divine Liturgy. It’s such a simple prayer
that we can take for granted, but
asking God to have mercy on us is a
very powerful request. When we think
about it that way, saying “Lord have
mercy” 30-40 times every Sunday
probably isn’t enough!
The Bible term “eleos” (Mercy) is
emotional, and it always means God’s
faithful and merciful help. I shall try, in
the next issue to explore this further.
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BECOMING AN ADULT CHILD OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER
I have been thinking about this a lot. It
has caused me to also reflect on what
I think it means to be an adult. Several
different ideas come to mind.
Being an adult, I believe, means
assuming responsibility for how I live. I
don’t feel compelled by laws or rules to
govern my life. I choose to do what I
believe is the right
thing. This thought
brought
to
mind
several different things
especially during this
crazy COVID 19 time.
First, I wear a mask
when I go out not
because I’m told by the
state to wear one. I do
it out of respect to
o ther s.
A
m ask
protects others from
me and not me from
others.
Second, when I
drive, I keep the speed
limit not because I’m
afraid of getting a traffic ticket but
because driving the speed limit helps
protects others. (I have found that
during this COVID19 time, and this has
been confirmed by reports, people are
not observing the speed limits). I truly
believe that respect for others is the
real proof of being an adult!
So, being an ADULT CHILD of the
Heavenly Father, I choose to live a life
that respects others not because I
think God will punish me but because I
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believe it means being an adult.
As I reflected upon being an ADULT
CHILD OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER, I
also realized that being an adult
means that I don’t try to make God in
my image and likeness but, rather,
attempt to grow in His Image and
Likeness. By this I mean that I do not
attempt to conceive
God as acting like me,
which means that I
want Him to punish the
people I think should
be punished and judge
those who I judge and
even, perhaps, hate the
people that I may be
prone to hate. I have
repeatedly found that
there is a human
tendency to want to
make God act as we
act, think as we think,
and have the same
emotions that we have.
That is not being a real
adult. I never thought that about my
earthly father when I finally became an
adult and so why would I want to think
of God in that way.
Probably part of the problem is that
we can really comprehend Who God is
and therefore we feel insecure and
want to make Him more like us. You
know, He is incomprehensible! All we
can say about God is WHO HE IS NOT.
I wonder what you, my readers,
think about my ramblings?
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St. Michael the Archangel
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church
6340 Chase Road
Dearborn, MI 48126
Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D.
Pastor

Rectory: (313) 582-1424
Cell: (313) 580-4412
WRuchgy@gmail.com

Sunday, September 6 - 14th Weekend after Pentecost - Tone 5
10:00 AM - Health of Vira Popladuk in Ukraine; Jaraslava Zalopynij

15th WEEK AFTER PENTECOST - Tone 6
Monday, September 7 - Sozon, Martyr - Labor Day
No Service Scheduled
Tuesday, September 8 - Birth of the Mother of God
8:00 AM - Special Intention

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Wednesday, September 9 - Synaxis of Joachim & Anna
No Service Scheduled

Sundays @ 10:00 AM
Ukrainian & English

Thursday, September 10 - Menodora & Others, Martyrs
No Service Scheduled

Weekdays @ 8:00 AM
English

Friday, September 11 - Theodora, Venerable
No Service Scheduled

SACRAMENTS
Penance
By Appointment
Baptism & Matrimony
In most instances membership
required for six months
Funerals
Membership of an immediate
family member required

Parish Life Council
Bob & Corinne Boyko
734.451.1893
John & Janet Dicky
586.755.3129
Daria Drobny
313.791-0292
Robert Krokosky
248.734.7078
Leo & Mary LaDouceur
313.278.7378
Gordon Malaniak
734.564.9817
Rev Deacon Leonard Mier
313.584-6795

Greg & Esther Petrovich
734.453-4354
Rafic Vawter
313.624.9867

Saturday, September 12 - Autonomous, Bishop-Martyr
No Service Scheduled

Sunday, September 13 - Sunday before the Exaltation - Tone 6
10:00 AM - Special Intention

(Continued from page 5 - Living The New Life)

why, when describing what love is in
first Corinthians 13, Paul begins,
“Love is patient...”
At the beginning of a journey, it is
natural to be excited and a little
impatient, but I beg you, take it in,
look around, breathe it all in, and
drink fully this experience. In a letter to a friend, the
poet Rainer Maria Rilke wrote, “Be patient toward all
that is unsolved in your heart and try to love the
questions themselves, like locked rooms and like
books that are now written in a very foreign tongue.
Do not now seek the answers, which cannot be given
you because you would not be able to live them. And
the point is, to live everything. Live the questions
now. Perhaps you will then gradually, without
noticing it, live along some distant day into the
answer”. So, what are the major questions that you
have about life? About God? About yourself? Think
of these and try to formulate tentative answers.
http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org - and - Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn
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BECOMING A HEALING PRESENCE

The last issue of this article
ended with the introduction of
the idea of “gentleness” as a
mindset. Being gentle does not
exclude being firm. Jesus was
firm. Mother Teresa was
known for her gentleness, but
there are many anecdotes
about her that demonstrate
her firmness. A story is told of
a visit by Mother Teresa to
New York City to give a talk at
the United Nations. She was
being driven on the FDR
Highway along the East River,
where traffic speeds along
with no pull-off lane on the
right, only a concrete wall. A
tire on the car suddenly blew
out. The driver pulled the car
into the right lane and put on
the flashing lights. Mother
Teresa said to the driver, “Let’s
leave the car. Get out and hail
a ride.” The driver, a priest,
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said, “Mother, this is New York City.” so she
firmly and gently got out of the car, hailed a
passing car, and was driven to the United
Nations, leaving the priest and the car. Granted
it was Mother Teresa, and a passerby would
recognize her in white and blue. Still, she was
undaunted in her gentle but firm resolve to do
what she was called to do.
When we are authentically gentle, we are
simultaneously bold and courageous.
Gentleness is not associated with being a doormat.
From the writings of the desert fathers we
have an exquisite example of gentleness from
the anecdote told about Abba Poemen: “An old
man asked Abba Poemen if he saw a brother
nodding in church whether he would nudge him
to wake him up for the vigil. Abba Poemen
answered, ‘Now, if I see a brother nodding I lay
his head on my knees and give him rest.’”
That’s a vivid example of one desert father’s
gentleness toward other human beings.
Another father said: “after death, the
memory or image we have of the dead person
is like an icon. That is to say, the bad qualities
of the dead person fall away and the good
qualities emerge, rather like figure and
background. As time passes, there is more
figure in front, good qualities, and the
background, bad qualities, diminishes. However
someone has said that as we grow old, we
either become charmingly childlike or boringly
infantile. A person is happy so long as he/she
choose to be happy and nothing can stop this
from happening.
I wonder what you, my readers, think about
“gentleness” and whether as you grow older you
find you become more gentle?
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SOMETHING MORE ABOUT SACRED SCRIPTURE
It is our believe that God has made a gradual
revelation to humankind about the meaning and
purpose of earthly existence. Mankind had to be
able to accept the revelation God was making and
so the revelation had to be gradual. It began in
earnest with God’s revelation to the Jewish nation
when He directly called them, through Moses and
prophets that followed, to be His chosen people.
Then, when the right time came, He actually made
His revelation through His incarnate Son, Jesus. This
means that God Himself, in the Person of His Son,
became a human so that might make ever more
clear that He had an idea about how humans with a
free will could freely enter into a relationship with
Him. This meant not by following rules and laws but
by freely choosing to “live in a certain way” that
can bring about spiritual growth and personal
transformation.
God sent His Son, the eternal Word, who can
enlighten all humans so that He might dwell among
men and tell them of the innermost being of God.
Jesus Christ, therefore, the Word made flesh, was
sent as “a man to men.” He “speaks the words of
God” and completes the work of salvation which His
Father gave Him to do. Salvation is, as John tells us,
to know God the Father and the Son. To see Jesus is
to see His Father. For this reason Jesus perfected
revelation by fulfilling it through His whole work of
making Himself present and manifesting Himself:
through His words and deeds, His sings and
wonders, but especially through His death and
glorious resurrection from the dead and final
sending of the Spirit of truth. Moreover He
confirmed with divine testimony what revelation proclaimed, that God is with us to free us from the
darkness of sin and death, and to raise us up to life
eternal.
The Christian dispensation, therefore, as the new
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and definitive covenant,
will never pass away and
we now await no further
new public revelation
before the glorious
manifestation of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
The “obedience of
faith is to be given to god
who
reveals,
and
obedience by which man
commits his whole life
freely to God, offering the
full submission
of
intellect and will to God
who reveals” and freely
assenting to the truth
revealed by Him.
Not being unjust to
anyone, Jesus descended
into Hades to free all
those who didn’t have the
God’s full revelation.
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND INNER HEALING
I ended the last issue of the article by
sharing something more about
imagination and inner healing. For
some people imagination operates
mainly through concrete pictures, and
these people we may identify as
having an artistic flair.
For others, however,
imagination produces
abstract ideas that are
sometimes related to
unclear and indistinct
pictures; these may be
logical types. A third
way that imagination
functions within us is in
feelings and moods,
and people in whom
this kind of imagination
predominates will be
relationship-oriented
people and they may
find friendships easy to make. And a
fourth way that imagination expresses
itself is by giving us a sense of the “big
picture,” by bringing many disparate
things together or by seeing the
possibilities of things; people who
imagine in this way may be visionaries,
original thinkers, or individuals who
always seem to have a new idea that
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is just a little “ahead of time.”
In none of us does imagination
express itself in only one of these
ways; all of us are able to experience
two, three or maybe (if we are very
mature) all four of these expressions of
imagination that is
regularly functioning
within us. But there will
be one way in which
our imaginations will
express themselves
most naturally.
It is important to
note, then, that none of
these ways in which
imagination works is
better than the others.
Each is perfectly valid
though of necessity
incomplete. When we
understand this truth
clearly we will not be so ready to judge
our prayer, religious experience or
spiritual growth as superior or inferior
to that of others; rather, we will see
that they are only different, and
because of their difference they need
the experiences of other to make them
complete. Have you ever thought
about your imaginations?
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