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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND 

This weekend we begin the pre-

Christmas sequence of remembrances 

that prepare us for the feast. First, we 

remember the FOREFATHERS of Jesus. 

Because this weekend falls within the 

octave of the Maternity of Anna, the 

mother of Mary, we also remember 

this feast. Our Epistle readings are       

taken from St. Paul’s letters to the    

Colossians and Galatians. Our Gospel 

readings are both taken from Luke’s 

Gospel.  

 In his letter to the Colossians, Paul 

reminds them and us that if we truly 

have “put on Christ,” that is if we have 

truly embraced Christianity, then we 

become a “new person, one who grows 

in knowledge as s/he is formed anew 

in the image of her/his Creator and 

that Christ is everything in all of us.  

 In Paul’s letter to the Galatians, he 

reminds us that we are “children of the 

promise” that God made to humanity. 

The promise is the revelation He made 

through the Person of Jesus.  

 The first Gospel reading relates a 

parable Jesus about a man who gave 

others an invitation to a large dinner 

party and most made excuses to not 

attend. The second is another parable 

about a lamp. He says, “No one lights 

a lamp and puts it under a bushel    

basket or under a bed; he puts it on a 

lampstand so that people can see.  

 To truly become a “new person”, we 

must allow the light of God’s message 

and promise to shine forth in our lives 

so that others can see. We must see 

ourselves as children of the promise 

which means that we must listen to 

God’s revelation through Jesus and   

attempt to incorporate it into our lives.  

 The journey of life is all about        

becoming a “NEW PERSON”, that is a 

person who is more like the person 

God dreamed about before we came 

into existence.  

 We are called to witness to the 

world that our God is a loving God. This 

is accomplished by how we treat       

others and how we live. We are called 

to live in the present moment and do 

all in our power to become more like 

Jesus Christ, God’s model for humans , 

witnessing to the truth about God. 
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 THE MATERNITY OR CONCEPTION OF SAINT ANN 

Although celebrated during this past 

week on December 9th, the Maternity 

of St. Ann is one of our major feasts. 

We include it in our celebration this 

weekend.  

 The holy Gospels do not give much 

information about the life of the Most 

Pure Virgin Mary. Hence it is not 

strange that the feasts of our Blessed 

Mother in general do not have their 

basis in the events of 

the Gospels, but, rather 

in Christian tradition 

and in the narratives 

given in the Apocryphal 

books of the first      

centuries. This is true 

of the feast that we are 

celebrating today.  

 The first mention of 

this feast was made in 

the Typicon of St.     

Sabbas of the fifth    

century. During this 

time, St. Andrew of 

Crete composed a    

liturgy for this feast. George of          

Nicomedia and John of Eubeia extol it 

in their sermons. By the ninth century 

this feast had spread throughout the 

entire Byzantine empire. Now it is     

celebrated in all the Eastern Churches.  

 A whole procession of holy Fathers 

of the Eastern Church, beginning with 

St. Ephrem the Syrian, either allude to 

or explicitly express their faith in the 

Immaculateness of the Most Holy 

Mother of God. In his Nisibian Hymns 

St. Ephrem says: You, O Lord, and your 

Mother, are alone in every respect     

holy, for there is neither in You, O Lord, 

nor in Your Mother any stain of sin. 

Faith in the Immaculate Conception is 

revealed in the doctrine of Sophronius 

of Jerusalem, Germanus, Patriarch of 

Constantinople and John Damascene. 

In his sermon on the Dormition of 

Mary, John Damascene says: Your     

immaculate body 

which was preserved 

from all stain did not 

remain in the earth.”  

     A whole gamut of 

Ukrainian theologians 

in the 17th and 18th 

centuries taught and 

defended the doctrine 

of the Immaculate 

Conception.  

     While the Eastern 

Orthodox Churches do 

not formally accept 

this as a dogma, in   

practice they, too,    

believe and profess the fact of Ann’s 

immaculate conception of Mary.  

 The Western Church has moved 

this feast to December 8th. Our 

Church still celebrates it on the        

original date, December 9th.  

 Many confuse the Immaculate   

Conception with Mary’s conception of 

Jesus. This is not what this feast      

celebrates. It celebrates Mary’s actual 

conception by SS Joachim and Ann.  
Let us rejoice in God’s Divine Plan! 
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THOUGHTS ON GENESIS 

The myths of the Near East, including 

Genesis, were archetypical and told   

truths about all men and women. Thus 

Paul and the other New Testament      

writers might legitimately draw             

conclusions from them about the nature 

of men and women. For example, the 

danger of being led astray from pure       

devotion to Christ by the deception of evil 

men is a lesson legitimately drawn from 

reading the story of Eve’s deception by 

the serpent. The spiritual priority and 

headship of the man and the danger of 

allowing women to lead in the church is a 

lesson legitimately drawn from the story 

of Adam and Eve’s creation and their      

deception by the serpent when Eve took 

the lead (we have to remember, however, 

that men were the authors of these 

myths). Paul may have regarded these 

creation stories as historically factual,     

but the use he makes of them is             

not dependent on their historicity. As 

mythological archetypes they offer the 

same truths as if they were historically 

reliable.  

 Yet we must still consider Paul’s      

comparison of Christ with Adam, for his 

basic teaching is that as death came 

through a single individual (Adam), so life 

came from a single individual (Christ). 

Does this not require an historical Adam? 

I would argue that it does not. Paul’s 

main point is that cosmic salvation 

comes through the individual known to 

history as Jesus of Nazareth, and that it is 

through His death and Resurrection that 

forgiveness and life are offered to all and 

hat the cosmos finds healing.  

 In describing this centrality of 

Jesus, Paul makes use of the         

biblical story of Adam, citing Adam’s 

bringing death to the human race as 

a parallel. His point, based on the 

literary parallel, is not negated if 

that literary parallel turns out to 

have not basis in history. For Paul’s 

purpose in writing was not to          

pronounce on the historicity of       

Adam but to declare and emphasize 

the centrality of Christ.  

 The Genesis story, historical or 

not, sets up the parallel Paul can 

use in describing what Christ has 

done. It should be noted that a       

literalist reading of the Book of   

Genesis is rare in Judaism.  
Food for thought! 
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan 

LIVING A NEW LIFE 
As we approach the 

“theophanies of winter”, 

namely those feast which 

celebrate the “presence” 

of God shone through the 

Person of Jesus, we are 

called to live these very 

powerful feasts.  

 First the feast of Christmas tells us 

that we humans share in God’s own 

life. Because Jesus became a human, 

who manifested that He was also       

connected to God, we discover our own 

connection to God. We share in God’s 

own life and Spirit. That what it means 

to be a human.  

 Second the feast of Jordan tells us 

that we, like Jesus, have a “ministry” to 

fulfill as “other christs”! We are called 

to be a source of hope and courage to 

others, just as Jesus was. We are 

called to make God’s Kingdom real by 

he way that we live and treat others. 

We are now the persons who God calls 

to represent Himself in our world just 

as Jesus did centuries ago.  

 While we may not be able to cure 

people physically, we can heal their 

suffering and fear by the way that we 

interact with them. We can be the  

“christs” - the anointed of God, to our 

present world.         (Concluded on page 8)    

VIRTUAL ADULT DISCUSSION 

SESSIONS SCHEDULED 
Four sessions are scheduled. Each will 

take place at 8:00 PM. They are:  

 Thursday, December 17th  
 

Still time to Register if you want to 

take part in these sessions. Go to:   
 

 stmichaelarchangel.org 
*************** 

CHRISTMASTIME SCHEDULE 
We will be celebrating only one Divine 

Liturgy for Christmas, on Christmas 

Day. It will be live-streamed.   
 

CHRISTMAS DAY DIVINE LITURGY  
DECEMBER 25th @ 10:00 AM  

 

SYNAXIS OF THE THEOTOKOS 
DECEMBER 26th @ 10:00 AM 

Live-streamed 
  

SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
DECEMBER 27th @ 10:00 AM 

Live-streamed 

We continue with our limited seating 

capacity even during this sacred time.  

*************** 

 

If life were predictable        

it would cease to be life, 

and be without flavor  
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HOW TO PERSONALLY EXPERIENCE THE DIVINE LITURGY 

A part of personally experiencing the 

Divine Liturgy is what we “intend” to do 

when we come to church. Do we come 

with the intention of “thanking God for 

the gift of life” and, in thanksgiving, 

express our willingness to offer our life 

back to Him? This, I believe, was Jesus’ 

intention and, therefore, it has to      

become our intention.  

 I know that many of you have 

heard me say or write this before, but I 

truly believe that our Eastern form of 

worship is not worship of Jesus but is 

worship of the Father in the Spirit      

together with Jesus. Why do I say this? 

The Father is the Giver of Life and, 

therefore, our thanksgiving is to Him 

for life. He did this through Jesus in the 

Holy Spirit.  

 Besides being thankful for the gift 

of life, to personally experience the   

Divine Liturgy we have to, as I shared 

in one of the earlier issues of this       

article, “lay aside all earthly cares” and 

contemplate what it means to us that: 

(1) God became incarnate as a human 

being in the Person of Jesus, (2) in 

some miraculous way He has joined us 

intimately to Him, and (3) through the 

actions of Jesus He found a way to be 

ever present to us in the Eucharist.  

Remember that Jesus told His apostles 

that whenever they repeated His words 

over bread and wine in remembrance 

of Him, He would be present to them in 

a very special and intimate way.        

Because in some miraculous way,      

Jesus shares His very essence with us 

in the form a spiritual food. This takes 

a real act of faith.  

 In the East the Eucharist is not      

given to us to be adored but rather 

consumed with faith. The reception of 

Holy Communion is a process that 

helps us become even more deeply 

united to God Himself since Jesus is 

never encountered alone but, rather, in 

the Holy Trinity.  

 As an aside, the reverent reception 

of Holy Communion can truly “heal 

past memories” which may truly be 

damaging to our souls.  

 Two prayers after Communion are 

important: Behold, this has touched 

our lips and shall take away of           

iniquities and shall cleanse us of our 

sins and We have seen the true light. 

we have received the heavenly Spirit. 

We have found the true faith and we 

worship the undivided Trinity, for the 

Trinity has saved us.  
Think about these prayers! 
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BECOMING AN ADULT CHILD OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER 

An Adult Child of God thinks about the 

true meaning and purpose of life and 

works to apply their intelligence to 

their religion and faith.  

 For example, an Adult Child does 

not simply celebrate events in the life 

of Jesus, such as Christmas, without 

attempting to find the deeper meaning 

of these events. An 

Adult Child refuses to 

stay at a surface level 

of their understanding 

of these events. They 

do this by asking     

themselves various 

questions like: What 

does it mean that God 

became incarnate? 

They don’t allow      

themselves to just 

think about the event 

as a past event but, 

rather as a present 

event - something that 

is happening right now 

since there is no time 

in eternity.  

 So how is God being “born” right at 

this present moment in our world? An 

Adult Child challenges himself/herself 

to answer such questions because they 

realize that religion is more than just 

celebrating some past historical events 

which have no real meaning for their 

present lives. The realize that God, 

through the Church, is attempting to 

teach them something about life by 

the celebration of these events.  

 All the events in the life of Christ 

are meant to “teach” us something 

about “life”, our life. An Adult Child will 

seek an understanding of what these 

celebrations are meant to teach them 

about life.  

 Further, an Adult Child will try to 

answer some important questions, 

such as: What is the 

meaning and purpose 

of human life and life 

on earth? They also   

continuously make an 

assessment of their 

own understanding. 

They also establish a 

hierarchy of priorities 

for their life.  

     For example, ask 

yourself right now: 

What is the most       

important thing that I 

am supposed to learn 

in this life?  

     So I guess I’m      

saying that being an 

Adult Child means that I am willing to 

be an intelligent Christian who works 

to discover his/her relationship with 

God and what his/her religion is        

attempting to teach them. It means 

not just floating along through life but 

making every attempt to learn the      

lessons that life is attempting to teach.  

 Our lives here on earth are meant 

to teach us something and to help us 

become someone, that is an Adult 

Child of the Heavenly Father. 



The Eastern HERALD                                                                                         page 8 

 
 

 

St. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church  

6340 Chase Road 

Dearborn, MI 48126 
 

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D. 

Pastor 
 

Rectory: (313) 582-1424 

Cell: (313) 580-4412 

WRuchgy@gmail.com 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sundays @ 10:00 AM  

Ukrainian & English 
 

 

Weekdays @ 8:00 AM 

English 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Penance 

By Appointment 
 

Baptism & Matrimony 

In most instances membership 

required for six months  
 

Funerals  

Membership of an immediate 

family member required 
 

 

 

Parish Life Council 
 

Bob & Corinne Boyko  

734.451.1893 
 

John & Janet Dicky 

586.755.3129 
 

Daria Drobny 

313.791-0292 
 

Robert Krokosky 

248.734.7078 
 

Leo & Mary LaDouceur 

313.278.7378 
 

Gordon Malaniak 

734.564.9817 
 

Rev Deacon Leonard Mier 

313.584-6795 
 

Greg & Esther Petrovich 

734.453-4354 
 

 

Rafic Vawter 

313.624.9867 

http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org   - and -   Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn 

(Continued from page 5 - Living The New Life) 

It is all a matter of how we see our 

lives. To live the new life, means, at 

least to me, to attempt to present to 

others my profound belief that God is 

a “loving” God and not a vengeful God 

- that is to change the perception of 

how others may see God.  

 As I look around our world today, the predominant 

idea about God is that He is like humans: He is         

desirous to punish those who break His laws and He 

is unwavering in His judgment of human actions. 

What a horrible, at least in my estimation, vision of 

Who God Is. We humans want Him to be like us and 

then, when all is said and done, we resent that He is 

like us. We want Him to be the punisher and then we 

are fearful that He will punish us. THIS DOESN”T 

MAKE ANY SENSE TO ME! Better, I believe, that we 

see Him as a loving God Who only continuously calls 

us to return His love. 

Sunday, December 13 - Weekend of the Forefathers - Tone 3 

      10:00 AM + Stephen Mihalko & Catherine Mihalko; Kotlinski Family 

                        + Robert Sowinski; Christine Sowinski  

WEEKEND OF THE FOREFATHERS - Tone 4 

Monday, December 14 - Thrysus & Others, Martyrs 

     No Service Scheduled 

Tuesday, December 15 – Eleutherius, Bishop-Martyr 

     No Service Scheduled 

Wednesday, December 16 -  Haggai, Prophet 

    No Service Scheduled 

Thursday, December 17 - David, Great Prophet 

      8:00 AM - Special Intention 

Friday, December 18 -  Sebastian & Others, Martyrs 

       No Service Scheduled 

Saturday, December 19 - Boniface, Martyr  

       No Service Scheduled 

Sunday, December 20 - Weekend of the Ancestors 

      10:00 AM + Elizabeth Mier; Reverend Deacon Len Mier, Jr.   
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BECOMING A HEALING PRESENCE 

others about suffering,  particularly pertaining 

to the future. We certainly don’t say things are    

going to get better. We have no idea what the   

future holds. How can we say that the future will 

be better? On a human level, things might get 

much worse. So we don’t pretend to have        

answers for others about suffering. 

 Suffering is universal. However, Christian 

believers do have a unique perspective on the 

meaning of suffering. We begin with the claim 

that for the believer, suffering has meaning. It 

depends on how we perceive the suffering. How 

we deal with suffering makes all the difference. 

The Lord said that the Father makes His sun 

rise on the evil and on the good, and He sends 

rain on the just and on the unjust (Matt 5:45). 

 There are two kinds of suffering: meaningful 

or meaningless. Suffering that is meaningful for 

the Christian believer is redemptive. Christ      

suffered in order to show us how suffering can 

be redemptive. When we quietly accept it as He 

did and not allow it to make us angry or bitter, 

then it has meaning and helps us to grow.  

 Christ allows His followers to suffer to       

participate in His Way, in the healing of those 

around them. He said the disciple is not above 

the Master. So, for the believer, suffering has a 

redemptive aspect - that is, my suffering can 

and does do good for others; it helps and heals. 

That is a mystery, and its an astounding       

Christian claim. Astounding and valid! 

 Something happens to us spiritually and 

emotionally when we embrace suffering in the 

way that Jesus did. None of us want to suffer. 

Jesus didn’t want to suffer but He also knew 

that He revealed a way to endure suffering that 

can bring about spiritual growth. As said above, 

suffering is universal. It is a part of life.   

Becoming a healing presence 

i m p l i e s  h e a l i n g  f r o m          

something, that is healing 

from  suffering.  

 Why do children suffer 

from leukemia? Why do      

people suffer? Its a profound 

question, the answer to which 

we just don’t know. We will 

never adequately comprehend 

or teach the meaning of        

suffering.  

 We look to the Bible. As it 

says in Isaiah 55:8-9:  
 

For My thoughts are not your 

thoughts, nor are your ways 

My ways,” says the Lord. For 

as the heavens are higher 

than the earth, so are My 

ways higher than your ways, 

and My thoughts than your 

thoughts.  
 

We must be with a clear          

awareness that we don’t have 

easy, cheap words to give to  
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A CHRISTIAN TODAY? 

I have been sharing my thoughts that a new          

paradigm of religion is emerging whether we like it 

or not. The emerging paradigm has been visible for 

well over a hundred years. In the last 20 to 30 

years, it has become a major grassroots movement 

among both laity and clergy in “mainline” or “old 

mainline” Protestant denominations. These include 

the United Church of Christ, the Episcopal Church, 

the United Methodist Church, the Christ Church, the 

Presbyterian Church USA, the American Baptist     

Convention, and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America. The emerging paradigm is also present in 

the Catholic Church.  

 Yet earlier-paradigm Christians are also found 

within mainline denominations. Some are insistent 

advocates of the earlier vision of Christianity and 

protest the movement of their denominations away 

from it. Others are not as insistent, but affirm the 

earlier paradigm because they grew up with it and it 

still makes sense to them, so the see no good       

reason to change. Still others remain within the      

earlier way of being Christian because they aren’t 

aware of an alternative.   

 In some mainline denominations, emerging    

paradigm Christians are in the majority. Others are 

about equally divided between these two ways of 

being Christian. The conflict thus exists within      

mainline denominations themselves. The difference 

is not simply about specific issues, but about much 

larger matters. The two paradigms are quite          

different visions of what it means to be Christian.  

 There is value in seeking to understand what is 

common to each way of being Christian, a skeletal 

understanding, a bare-bones account of its structure 

and shape. Within each paradigm, the structure is 

fleshed out and comes alive in a myriad of ways. 

Each paradigm has a framework that shapes its    

vision of Christianity and the Christian life.  

 

  As one might probably 

guess, Christianity has 

become a part of a        

number of different types 

of human organizations 

which, of course, become 

various denominations. 

Not all denominations are 

structured in the same 

manner. There is, for     

example, the structures 

supporting the Catholic 

and Orthodox Churches, 

the two oldest Christian 

denominations, have very 

different structures. It 

seems that all human    

organizations go through 

various paradigm shifts in 

their history. I guess it all 

has to do with humanity. 

Even though humans 

don’t seem to like 

change, change is the one 

constant in life.  
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The last several installments of this article has       

focused on seeing Christ in our lives to heal past 

memories that flow from past experiences.          

Similarly, we can also remember some of the times 

we have sinned against others and stop to see       

how those sins distorted our personalities, our             

expectations of ourselves, and our ability to live in 

the freedom of the children of God. When we stop 

to realize that all these experiences are still alive 

within us and continuing to do damage to our inner 

selves, we realize that we need salvation in each of 

our memories if we are to grow spiritually to reach 

the destiny God has planned for us as His children.  

 Ever since each of us first heard the Christian 

message, we have heard that we must give          

ourselves to Christ to find our salvation. Seeing 

Christ in the events of our lives is precisely a way of 

doing that. It is not a new message, for this        

message of inner renewal, the spiritual revolution 

of our minds, is part of the fabric of the New        

Testament. Phrases like “inner healing” and 

“healing of memories” are new, but they are       

merely an attempt to help contemporary minds   

understand a scriptural and traditional teaching 

that says that Jesus has the power and the Love to 

renew every part of us, inside and out.  

 The genius of healing of memories, however, is 

that it is a way of praying that allows God to           

accomplish this task step by step, memory by 

memory; it is therefore a way of praying that allows 

us  to  know His  Love  concretely, not  abstractly. In 

SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND INNER HEALING 

praying about each 

memory, we are allowing 

Jesus to “plant” Himself 

in various events all 

through our lives.  

 It seems that all     

people accrue memories 

that are damaging or 

hurtful. Part of spiritual 

growth is to heal those 

memories so that they 

will not impede your    

spiritual growth. They are 

meant to “help” us to 

grow, especially when we 

undertake the process of 

having Christ heal them 

through the Holy Spirit.    
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