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Христос Раждається! - Славіте Його! - Old Slavonic 

Христос народився! Слава Його! - Ukrainian 

Kristus De Je Rodil! - Slavite Ga! - Slovenian  

Χριστός Γεννάται! Δοξάστε τον! - Greek 

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM! 

Dearest Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 On this glorious feast we celebrate 

our belief that God became incarnate 

as a human person for the sake of our 

salvation, When greet all of you with 

the words: CHRIST IS BORN, I am also 

reiterating my belief that He is being 

born today through us. Just as Jesus 

was God’s presence in the world when 

He lived on earth, so too we are called 

to be God’s presence in our world. If we 

make an effort to do this, then truly 

CHRIST IS BEING BORN now.   

 God’s enfleshment as a human    

revealed that we humans have a       

special role to play in His creation. Our 

role is not only to make God present in 

our world but also to protect and     

maintain His creation. I sometimes 

wonder whether humans realize this. 

Let us pray that all humans become 

good stewards of God’s creation. While 

we cannot save the whole world, we 

can do our part to make our portion of 

creation a better place.  

 Jesus, the Son of God, revealed how 

humans should live in order to derive 

the greatest benefit from life on earth.  

He also modeled for us how to live in 

order to deepen our communion with 

God the Father, Son and Spirit.  Let us 

remember that the true theme of this 

feast is SNAMI BOH, GOD IS WITH US.  

 It is my sincerest priestly prayer that 

God will bless each and person reading 

this with health, peace and happiness, 

ever growing in his/her understanding 

of the meaning and purpose of life. 

May you be save and healthy in this 

time of COVID19. Ask yourself what you 

can learn from the challenge that is 

currently facing us. Place your hope 

and trust in a God Who unconditionally 

loves you.                  Fr Wayne  
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WHAT DOES CHRISTMAS MEAN? 

The question, “What does Christmas 

mean?” has as many answers as        

people in our society. It has become a 

national holiday even in a nation that 

forbids official recognition. Even         

Christians define the event by their 

own understanding, and by doing so 

limit the meaning of Christmas. There 

can be no definition, 

because the birth of the 

Son of God transcends 

every attempt to        

explain the inexplicable 

or comprehend the      

incomprehensible. We 

can only thank the Holy 

Trinity for the nativity of 

the Messiah and        

celebrate His life on 

earth. Christmas is a 

mystery, a glorious 

event in history, the 

awesome phenomenon 

when “...He (Christ) emptied himself 

and took the form of a slave, being 

born in the likeness of men”. St. John 

expresses this act of the Holy Trinity 

simply as “The Word became flesh,” 

and it can only explained by the word 

“love.” Such a divine love for human 

beings transcends the ability to grasp 

with our limited capacity. Our Church 

services for this season are filled with 

joy, wonder and gratitude and point to 

the inexplicable event without even 

trying to elucidate the wonder. We sing 

“Heaven and earth join in celebration…

Wise men and shepherds welcome 

Him…Angels and humans sing with 

joy…” And then there is that glorious 

hymn of laudation: “God is with 

us!”  That He is “with us” and is sharing 

His Life and Spirit with us, speaks to 

His great love for us. Why does God 

love us so much? Our Triune God loves 

us so much because 

“love” is the power 

that binds the Three 

Persons into One      

Being and therefore 

must share this love 

with others. True love, 

by its very nature,            

requires it to be freely 

shared.  

     While God offers us 

life everlasting, He 

does not insist we       

accept it - or Him. 

He “stands at the door 

and knocks,” but it is for us to open the 

door of our heart and mind to invite 

Him in. Such respect is almost too 

much! He respects the free will that He 

has shared with us. All He is desirous 

of is our free return of His love. He did 

not create slaves. Rather, He created 

humans created in His image with the 

ability to grow in His likeness. We grow 

in His likeness, as seen in Jesus Christ, 

when we unconditionally return His 

love and, at the same time, also        

unconditionally love others who are 

also created in His image.  
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REMEMBERING TRADITIONS   -  THREE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS 

OUR 2021 CHURCH CALENDARS 
Our 2021 Church Calendars are now available. The 

cost of our calendars this year has increased and 

therefore I would ask that you only take one calendar 

per family. The calendars contain “readings” for every 

day of the year. Why not try using these references.  

************************* 

BEGIN THE UP-AND-COMING NEW YEAR RIGHT 
As you are probably very aware, our Church sees the            

beginning of any New Year as a special event, one that 

she punctuates with a Feast. FRIDAY, JANUARY 1st is the 

Feast of the Lord’s Circumcision and St. Basil the Great. 

The Divine Liturgy will be served at St. Michael’s at      

10:00 AM. It will also be live-streamed.   

You have heard me talk a lot about    

putting Christ back into Christmas.   

Only we Christians can do this. So, 

how will you begin your Christmas 

meal? One of our traditions is to begin 

the meal by reading about the Lord’s 

Nativity from the New Testament. It 

appears only in the Gospels of         

Matthew and Luke.  

MATTHEW 1: 18-25 

LUKE: 2: 1-20 

Do you have the courage to introduce 

this into your Christmas traditions? It 

helps people focus on the real reason 

for your celebration.   

      AS many are probably aware, our 

Christmas celebration traditionally   

involves three days - our Church        

calendars show this clearly by shading 

in the two days after Christmas.  

Saturday, December 26th 
Synaxis of the Mother of God 

8:00 AM - Live-streamed 
 

Sunday, December 27th 
Protomartyr Stephen 

10:00 AM - Live-streamed 

As we celebrate these feasts this year, 

let us also remember all who have lost 

their lives to COVID19. May God grant 

them repose and eternal memory.   
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The early years of the Church, only the SPRING PASCHA was 

celebrated due to the fact that they know when it actually 

happened, that is after the Jewish Passover. In fact, the 

Lord’s Death and Resurrection became a New Passover.  

     Several hundred years later, in an attempt to replace both 

Jewish and Pagan feasts, the Church introduced the feast of 

THEOPHANY - the Baptism of Jesus by John in the Jordan. It 

became the Winter Pascha because when a person is        

initiated into the Church by “emersion”, the symbolism of 

death and resurrection is repeated for us. To go under the 

water is like death and then being drawn out of the water is 

like Resurrection. This feast was joined with other events that “manifested” 

God’s present in the world, namely Christmas, the Epiphany (Coming of the     

Magi) and the Wedding in Cana of Galilee. A historical date is unknown for these 

events. We know then happened but have no accurate dates.  

     These events were gradually separated and Christmas was celebrated in    

order to counter the Pagan feast of Solstice, celebrated became at that time the 

length of the day that the “sun” shone increased. Christ, the Son, was seen as 

replacing the Sun.  

     Again the Winter Pascha is meant to reinforce the true meaning of Pascha, 

namely that God, through the Person of Jesus in the Spirit, revealed to us the 

true cycle of human life: Birth-Life-Death-Resurrection.  Although we can only 

“believe” that there is life after death because of what Jesus accomplished,    

nevertheless our faith says that it is true.  

OUR WINTER PASCHA 

A VERY BIG THANK YOU 
I would like to extend a very big THANK YOU to all who          

remembered me with Christmas Greetings. It is always very 

wonderful to think that you are remembered.  Again Thank 

You for including me in your thoughts at Christmas.  
******************** 

A very big THANK YOU is also extended to all those who 

helped in anyway to make our services more beautiful and 

my job easier. So I would pray for you all, asking God to bless 

you abundantly with health, peace and happiness! 
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The Nativity icon of our Church is full of symbolism. 

Several elements of this icon can be found in the 

book called the Protevangelium of James. It is a 2nd  

century document. Icons are images of reality and 

show us how the world exists. They reveal the inner 

meaning of an event.  

 In the center is the infant Christ lying in a           

manger. The Virgin Mary is beside Him, and an ox and 

an ass are behind Him. Christ being born in a cave is 

not in the Bible, but it is an ancient tradition, dating 

back to the first and second centuries.  He is dressed 

in burial clothes to foreshadow His death.  His loca-

tion in a cave also foreshadows the grave in which He 

would be buried and where He would resurrect. 

 Unlike most icons that feature both Christ and the 

Virgin Mary, she is not looking at Him.  Instead, she is 

looking at her husband Joseph, interceding for 

him.  After the birth of Jesus, he walked out of the 

cave, battling doubts. The figure next to him is         

supposed to be the devil who is filling his mind with 

all sorts of doubts. 

 At the very top is a blue shape sometimes called a 

mandorla. It signifies the presence and the glory of 

God. It beams from the heavens, pointing to the Christ 

child, which shows His descent from heaven to the 

earth. 

 On the left, the three kings are traveling from afar, 

following the star in the sky. Angels appear in the 

heavens above and tell the good news to the shep-

herds in the field so that they can see this divine child 

born in the little town of Bethlehem. 

 The women at the bottom right are midwives who 

display that the Son of God was truly born as a human 

and did not merely appear to be human. There is a 

fountain that they are about to wash the Christ child 

in because He had, in some sense, an ordinary, messy 

birth. Above are the angels, below are the shepherds, 

THE CHRISTMAS ICON 

midwives, and people. To 

the left are the three 

kings. To the right are 

simple, poor, shepherds. 

In the center is Christ, 

who brings all people 

together in Himself.   

 Christ was and is the         

mystery hidden from all 

eternity. But the glory of 

this mystery is Christ in 

us.  The cave is an icon 

of every heart that   

opens itself to Christ.  

God’s light pierces the           

darkness to allow us to 

discover Him within us. 

He as made us the    

dwelling place of His 

Spirit. As we view this 

icon, let us offer our 

thanks to God.  

https://www.orthodoxroad.com/the-protevangelium-of-james/
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HOLY ASCENSION & ST. MICHAEL’S 
 

          

HOLY ASCENSION PARISH 
Thursday, December 24th - Christmas Eve  

   5:30 PM - Divine Liturgy 
                              

ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH 
 

Friday, December 25th - Christmas Day  

     10:00 AM  - Divine Liturgy 

Live-streamed 
                                 

Saturday, December 26th - Synaxis of Mary 

    8:00 AM - Special Intention 

           Live-streamed 
 

Sunday, December 29th - Sunday After Christmas  

10:00 AM - Divine Liturgy 

Live-streamed  
                            

Friday, January 1st - Circumcision - Basil the Great 

                        10:00 AM - Divine Liturgy  

   Live-streamed  
 

HOLY ASCENSION PARISH 
Saturday, January 2nd 

5:30 PM - Divine Liturgy 
 

ST. MICHAEL’S PARISH 
Sunday, January 3rd 

10:00 AM - Divine Liturgy 

 

THEOPHANY FEAST 
St. Michael’s - January 6th - 10:00 AM - Live-streamed 

Holy Ascension - January 9th  - 5:30 PM 
 

St. Michael’s - January 10th - 10:00 AM - Live-streamed 
 

The Great Blessing of Water will only be served on             

January 9th and 10th at both parishes. 

 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

To access the live-stream of 

the Liturgy at St. Michael’s, 

go to:  
 

 stmichaelarchangel.org 
 

and simply click on live-

stream. That will take you 

to our YouTube page 

where you can then pray 

with us.  
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A TRULY WARM WELCOME 

I would, on behalf of myself and the two Christian       

Communities that I serve, extend a Warm Welcome to all 

who may have joined us in celebrating the Feast of the 

Nativity of Our Lord and God and Savior, Jesus Christ and 

are not regular members or friends from the past. It was 

wonderful having you with us and we only hope and pray 

that your experience of worshipping God and celebrating 

His presence with us was spiritually rewarding for you.  

     As you probably observed, the two communities that I 

serve are, while small, communities that truly believe 

that God came into our world in order to help us             

understand the meaning and purpose of life and that He 

is here with us. Both communities follow the traditions and customs of the 

Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church and our ritual is that of the Byzantine Church. 

Again, thank you for coming and we hope that you will visit again.  

St Michael the Archangel  

Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church  

6340 Chase Road 

Dearborn, MI 48126 
 

Holy Ascension Eastern Catholic Church 

1062 Church Street  

Plymouth, MI 48170 


