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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND 

On this weekend after Christmas, the Church 

calls us to remember a number of persons 

and an event. The event: the flight of the Holy     

Family into Egypt to escape Herod’s desire to 

kill a possible competitor to the throne. The 

other remembrances are for David, Joseph, 

James and Stephen, the first Martyr. Our 

readings are taken from Paul’s Letter to the 

Galatians and Matthew’s Gospel. 

 In his letter to the Galatians Paul asserts 

that he was called by God to preach about 

Jesus and His way of living. Paul frequently 

asserts that he was called by Christ since 

many people knew that he originally           

persecuted the followers of Christ.  He was 

attempting to convince others that he had 

changed and that he was now devoted to 

calling others to belief in Jesus.  

 Given this, it is interesting that this          

reading is prescribed on the day that we      

remember the first martyr, Stephen. Paul 

witnessed and promoted that martyrdom.  

 Our Gospel story of the flight of the Holy 

Family into Egypt is only recounted by St. 

Matthew. Luke’s Gospel, which is the other 

Gospel that relates the events around the 

nativity of Christ, does not recount the Flight 

into Egypt. Rather, the Holy Family is called 

to the Temple to perform the rituals of a new 

born son.   

 It must be remembered that Matthew’s 

primary audience was Jewish People. In         

order for Jesus to be seen as the               

NEW MOSES and the leader of the NEW     

EXODUS (i.e., leading the Jewish People out 

of captivity to freedom), Matthew had to find 

a way to first get Jesus to Egypt and then find 

Him coming out   of   Egypt   to    symbolically  

 

 represent a new Exodus. St.      

Matthew wanted to convince his 

audience that Jesus was the New 

Moses who led the Jewish people 

to freedom and therefore was,   

indeed the Messiah. 

 This has nothing to do with  

reality and historical evidence. It 

has to do with belief. St. Paul and 

the Church calls us to believe that 

God has called us to believe that 

God became a Human Person in 

order to reveal to us the true 

meaning of life and the true 

meaning of who we are as          

humans. God also revealed 

through Jesus that He did not just  

create us and leave us to our own 

understanding of life. He came, 

Himself, to tell us the meaning of 

life and how to lead it so that we 

might benefit the most from this 

earthly experience.  What is     

important is that God is with us. 
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THOUGHTS ON GENESIS 

I ended the last issue of the article by 

sharing with you some understanding of 

death as it is refereed to in the New        

Testament. There was death in the world 

even before the first human sin, for 

plants and animals completed their       

appointed span and died as part of God’s 

plan. The New Testament does not refer 

to this ending of nonhuman life as 

“death”.  

 When the New Testament decries 

death, it refers to human death, and       

human death is different from animal 

death, for it includes loss of the conscious 

psyche or soul as well as the dissolution 

of the body. Human beings were            

designed to know God; their higher level 

of consciousness and self-awareness,    

intended to lift them higher, means that 

death is experienced as tragedy, as the 

intolerable frustration of the purpose of 

their existence, as fear and bitterness. As 

those endowed with an ontological link 

with god (a “soul”), their consciousness 

survives the physical dissolution of the 

body and continues in the next life - what 

the Scriptures refer to as existence in 

Hades, Sheol, the land of the dead.  

 It is just this experience of death that 

came about as a result of sin. Let us take 

the example of our fairy tale, our secular 

myth of the hominid endowed with self-

awareness and transcendent subjectivity. 

As long as a hominid lacked this self-

awareness, he was not a Man but an       

animal, and death had no more              

significance for him than it had for          

the rest of  the  animals.  But    when   the  

hominid became a Man, capable of 

knowing God (and of sinning), the 

situation changed.  

 According to the Genesis story, 

Adam died by being expelled from 

the garden and denied access to the 

tree of life. He did not forfeit an          

immortal existence, for he never 

possessed an immortal existence in 

the first place - only the possibility of 

gaining one through future access to 

the tree of life. The truth of this story 

applies to our myth of the newly    

humanized hominid as well - when 

the new Man, freshly endowed with 

the capacity to know God, chose to 

refuse that knowledge and turn 

away from His sovereignty, he lost 

the possibility of immortality.  
This may seem a little dense, I know! 
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  THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRITUAL LIFE 

The vivification and renewal which the Spirit of 

God grants to men and women is extended 

throughout the whole of creation. Kavasilas 

enriches his christological anthropology with 

his marvelous teaching on the christocentric 

character which creation as a whole possesses 

when it is exalted into Christ’s body. The         

Fathers taught that an organic relationship   

exists between man and the rest of creation. 

Man is truly “the link uniting all creation”; he 

has “in himself all the parts of the whole.” 

 According to Kavasilas, the portion of      

creation which the Logos (Christ the Word)     

assumed at His incarnation was not only       

delivered from corruption, but was also 

changed in a fundamental way. The purpose 

for which the world had been created from the 

beginning was realized within it. What the      

Logos had created became through the         

incarnation the body of the Logos; it found     

outside creation the real “ground of its being.”  

 This assumed matter, the Lord’s body, 

henceforth functions for the rest of creation as 

“chrism.” What happens, explains Kavasilas, is 

akin to that which occurs in the case of a phial 

containing perfume. When the sides of the    

phial are in some way changed into the         

contents, then instead of separating the       

perfume from the surrounding atmosphere 

they enable it to pervade it. “Similarly, when 

our nature is deified in the Savior’s body there 

is nothing which separates the human race 

from God.” Flesh was deified and human        

nature received God Himself as its hypostasis, 

the barrier now become myrrh.” In this way 

that which used to separate man from God 

now  unites  him  to  Him.  Chrismated  created  

nature became a bearer of   

divinity, body of Christ,        

anointed nature, ecclesial 

communion. And that which in 

consequence is grafted onto 

the Lord’s body is really      

transformed into the body of 

Christ, becomes Church or     

ecclesial communion. The 

Church is creation grafted onto 

Christ and vivified by the Spirit.  

 The fact that God assumed 

human nature, changed all of 

creation. This is really only    

understood in terms of the 

Church (followers of Christ) 

since the Church is called to be 

the extension of Christ in time. 

We become the “christs” (the 

anointed of God) in time 

whether we know it or not. 
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan 

LIVING A NEW LIFE 
As we celebrate the 

feast recounting the 

Birth of our Lord,  

God and Savior      

Jesus Christ, we are 

called to remember 

why this such a great 

feast. It is not one of 

the first feasts of the 

Church. It came much later in history. It 

is that not only expresses God’s love us, 

His children, but also reveals who and 

what human beings are. We are the 

temples of God’s own Spirit and Life. 

He has endowed us with many of His 

powers, albeit in a limited form. We 

have the ability to: love, think, create, 

imagine, communicate and freely 

choose how to live our lives.  

 Because of our free will, we also 

have the ability to distort these powers 

given to us. God so desired to have His 

love freely returned to Him that He was      

willing to take the chance by giving us a 

free will. The only really appropriate  

response, I believe, we can make is to 

freely return His love and seriously    

attempt to live the way that Jesus lived. 

Jesus is the model God gave us on how 

to live this earthly life. It is interesting 

to note that if we choose to imitate   

Jesus, we benefit greatly 

.                                  (Continued on page 8) 

 SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 
************** 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3rd 
Weekend before Theophany 

10:00 AM - Live-Streamed 
*************** 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6TH 
Feast of Theophany 

8:00 AM - Live-Streamed 

************** 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10th 
Feast of Theophany Repeated 

10:00 AM - Live-Streamed 

Great Blessing of Water  

*************** 

ADVANCE NOTICE 
This year the pre-lent five-week         

sequence begins on January 17th and 

the Great Fast begins on February 

15th. Also, Easter falls on April 4th. 
*************** 

ADULT DISCUSSION SESSIONS 
In speaking with the three deacons who 

led the Adult Discussion Sessions      

during St. Philip’s Fast, we decided that 

we will hold such sessions during the 

Great Fast. We have not made any     

decisions yet and are not sure how 

many sessions we will hold. If there are 

topics you might like us to address, 

please send your suggestions to either 

me or Deacon Leonard.  

leonardmier@gmail.com 

wruchgy@gmail.com 
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HOW TO PERSONALLY EXPERIENCE THE DIVINE LITURGY 

On the major feasts of our Church, we 

are given even deeper insights into the 

true meaning of life. If we listen closely 

to the special prayers that are said for 

the feast, we find that they reveal to us 

something very important.  

 The Tropars and Kondaks, those 

special prayers we say that change, 

usually convey the special message of 

the feast. During regular time in the 

year, we use the Tropars and Kondaks 

from eight, separate tones. These 

come from the eight days that we     

celebrate the Resurrection. From      

Easter to the Anti-Pasch a separate 

tone us used each day. Therefore we 

have “eight” tones that we use during 

the remainder of the year when we are 

not celebrating a special feast.  

 There are other special prayers that 

are said for special feasts. For           

example, there are special AMBON 

PRAYERS for the major feasts (this is 

the prayer that the priest says near the 

end of the Liturgy, standing in the      

middle of the congregation (there is an 

exception during this COVID 19 time).  

 For example, on Christmas I 

prayed, Christ our God, from before all 

ages, You shone forth from the eternal 

Father and were not liable to suffering. 

Yet in these our days You took flesh 

and were born from a holy Virgin. You 

became poor for our sakes, that in 

Your poverty we might become rich.  

 What powerful statements! Think 

about it. In His poverty we now have 

the ability to become rich in our          

understanding of the meaning and    

purpose of life.  

 In order to derive true meaning 

from the Liturgy, we have to take time 

to “think about”, “reflect upon” the 

prayers that are said. I have found that 

if you open your heart and mind when 

at the Liturgy and not allow the cares 

of life to get in the way, you will always 

find a message. It may be a word, a 

phrase or a thought that triggers            

you to think about God and your         

relationship with Him. It may also give 

you a deeper insight into life and why 

life is the way that it is.  

 Another example, if you look at the 

Christmas Icon and imagine that the 

“cave” really represents you and that 

God’s light and life is shining within 

you, it changes your worship. Just      

attempt to imagine that within you 

there is a place like the cave and that 

God has chosen, from all eternity, to 

reside within you. WOW!  
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BECOMING AN ADULT CHILD OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER 

Although I originally suggested that I 

would discontinue this article in my 

Bulletin, I found that I still had things 

to say about being an ADULT CHILD of 

the heavenly Father. I realized that I, 

perhaps, have truly become an ADULT 

CHILD of the heavenly Father. I’ve    

asked myself over and over again, 

what does it mean to 

be an ADULT CHILD of 

the heavenly Father.  

The answers to this 

question are not easy 

to formulate. Every 

time I think that I have 

reached an idea of 

what this means, I melt 

away. I know that my 

ideas about the Church 

and my relationship 

with God are intimately 

intertwined. How do I 

balance my ideas 

about God and my      

relationship with Him 

and my ideas about 

what it means to be a “free human 

person”  created by Him out of love.  

How can I be free and also subject in 

some incredible way to His acclaimed 

commandments.   

  This, I know, takes great faith and 

understanding. We have to also deal 

with our own desires of our only 

thoughts about how life should be and 

how it is. We have to constantly decide 

what we think the meaning and         

purpose of life is all about. We have to 

continuously allow ourselves think 

about what this earthly life really 

means.   

 Becoming an adult in such a           

situation means being willing to 

“TRUST” in an invisible God and to 

“HOPE” for the best.  

 I know that this is not necessarily  

encouraging to my    

audience. To be an 

ADULT CHILD in the 

Father’s Kingdom 

means to truly profess 

the “faith” that you feel 

has been presented to 

you. So what do           

you truly believe?      

This is an important       

question!  All of us 

must, at some point in 

our lives, ask us this 

important question. 

What do we really and 

truly believe!  

     It is critical, at this 

time of year, that we 

ask ourselves this question. The        

historical facts are  very nebulous. And 

yet we celebrate them as absolute. So 

what does this tell us? It tells us that 

faith is essential.  

 What is faith? It is the belief in 

things which don’t necessarily make 

sense: God becoming a Human        

Person. And yet this belief brings us 

great joy and hope So what are we to 

do? We are to believe in that which 

makes more sense to us!
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St. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church  

6340 Chase Road 

Dearborn, MI 48126 
 

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D. 

Pastor 
 

Rectory: (313) 582-1424 

Cell: (313) 580-4412 

WRuchgy@gmail.com 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sundays @ 10:00 AM  

Ukrainian & English 
 

 

Weekdays @ 8:00 AM 

English 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Penance 

By Appointment 
 

Baptism & Matrimony 

In most instances membership 

required for six months  
 

Funerals  

Membership of an immediate 

family member required 
 

 

 

Parish Life Council 
 

Bob & Corinne Boyko  

734.451.1893 
 

John & Janet Dicky 

586.755.3129 
 

Daria Drobny 

313.791-0292 
 

Robert Krokosky 

248.734.7078 
 

Leo & Mary LaDouceur 

313.278.7378 
 

Gordon Malaniak 

734.564.9817 
 

Rev Deacon Leonard Mier 

313.584-6795 
 

Greg & Esther Petrovich 

734.453-4354 
 

 

Rafic Vawter 

313.624.9867 

http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org   - and -   Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn 

(Continued from page 5 - Living The New Life) 
  

Think about it. If we attempt to live as 

Jesus did, we are rewarded with a 

much happier life. And what is even 

more interesting is that when we live 

life the way that He did, we discover 

the true meaning and purpose of life. 

God revealed through Jesus the way 

to live in order to achieve internal peace and          

contentment. I realize that some people question 

why life has to be the way that it is with all the         

challenges, illnesses and struggles. They appear in 

life not as punishments but rather real opportunities 

to spiritually grow. Without challenges, humans         

never change, never really grow. God attempted to 

express this through the life of Jesus. Jesus’ life was 

filled with challenges and struggles. He proved, by 

the way that He responded to the challenges in His 

life, that what is most important for us to learn is 

how to respond to life’s challenges and not complain. 

Sunday, December 27 - Weekend After Christmas - Live Streamed 

      10:00 AM -  Health of George & Irene Durisin; Semak Family 

32ND WEEKEND AFTER PENTECOST - Tone 6 

Monday, December 28 - 20,000 Martyrs of Nicomedia 

     No Service Scheduled 

Tuesday, December 29 – Holy Innocents, Martyrs 

     No Service Scheduled 

Wednesday, December 30 -  Anysia, Venerable Martyr 

    No Service Scheduled 

Thursday, December 31 - Melany, Venerable 

      No Service Scheduled 

Friday, January 1 -  Circumcision of Our Lord - Live-Streamed  

     10:00 AM - Special Intention  

Saturday, January 2 - Saturday before Theophany    

       8:00 AM - Special Infention  

Sunday, January 3rd -  Sunday Before Theophany - Live-Streamed 

      10:00 AM -  Special Intention 

Sunday, December 27 - Weekend After Christmas - Live Streamed 

      10:00 AM -  Health of George & Irene Durisin; Semak Family 

32ND WEEKEND AFTER PENTECOST - Tone 6 

Monday, December 28 - 20,000 Martyrs of Nicomedia 

     No Service Scheduled 

Tuesday, December 29 – Holy Innocents, Martyrs 

     No Service Scheduled 

Wednesday, December 30 -  Anysia, Venerable Martyr 

    No Service Scheduled 

Thursday, December 31 - Melany, Venerable 

      No Service Scheduled 

Friday, January 1 -  Circumcision of Our Lord - Live-Streamed  

     10:00 AM - Special Intention  

Saturday, January 2 - Saturday before Theophany    

       8:00 AM - Special Infention  

Sunday, January 3rd -  Sunday Before Theophany - Live-Streamed 

      10:00 AM -  Special Intention 
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BECOMING A HEALING PRESENCE 

prayer. Sometimes all we can do is nod in God’s 

direction, wordless and emotionless. Even such 

a nod toward God is a call to Him, a prayer.  

 We can ask the question, “why do bad 

things happen to good people?” A better ques-

tion might be, “Why don’t more bad things hap-

pen to good people?” The question has to do 

with expectations.  

 And the disciple is not above the Master.    

Jesus’ disciples were maltreated, and bad       

things did happen to them shortly after Jesus’; 

death and through the centuries.  

 God did not create suffering, evil or death. 

To questions like , “Did God send the planes in-

to the World Trade Center in New York city?” 

”No, humans flew the planes into the World 

Trade Center.”  

 All of us suffer. Our sufferings are not         

unknown to Christ and can be of great benefit 

to others and ourselves. We  can become a 

healing presence simply by being alive,           

believing as best we can, and offering our       

sufferings to Christ.  

 We are especially loved by the Lord when we 

are poor and suffering. That’s why He came. He 

breathes, speaks, and provides a message to 

other through us. That’s the way the Lord works. 

He chooses the poor and the suffering to do His 

bidding, His healing on this earth.  

 So we are called to be HIM  present in our 

world today. We may not be suffering as much 

as He did,  but we are called to witness to how 

He endured His suffering. He did it with internal 

peace and tranquility. He could have been biter 

about His betrayal of someone whom He         

accepted as a friend. He did not. He accepted 

His Crucifixion as a process wherein He was 

able to truly  be His Heavenly Father’s Son.            

Understanding suffering is a 

very important part of our      

understanding of becoming a 

healing presence. We may not 

be able to alleviate suffering, 

but we can try to provide a lov-

ing presence to others in their 

suffering. We simply try to be 

humble enough to know that 

there are some - not many - 

questions we cannot answer.  

 But we do know that we 

have a choice. We can either 

become angry, bitter, and self-

pitying or we can work through 

the suffering by expressing 

some sort of faith. 

 The healing power of our 

suffering comes through our 

poverty. There are many         

losses, such as the loss of 

memory or loss of a child,       

that cannot be overcome or             

understood.  

 Suffering  can  be a form of     
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A CHRISTIAN TODAY? 

I realize that this may be a more difficult article to 

read. What I’m trying to present, based on a book by 

Marcus Borg, is “The heart of Christianity in a time 

of change.” We cannot go back to the way things 

were 50 years ago albeit people like to fanaticize 

that things were better back then (a number of    

people seem to be attempting to retreat to the way 

that religion was years ago). I think that in today’s 

world, especially since the education level of most 

people is much greater than it was for persons 50 

years ago, we have to think about religion in a       

different way. Religion is not meant to be just the 

adherent to rules and regulations or simple          

statement which we can memorize and call our 

faith. Such an approach doesn’t necessarily bring 

about spiritual growth.  

 I truly believe that spiritual growth requires us to 

“think about” and come to “an understanding of” 

the things that we believe - the things of our faith.  I 

also believe that quite often people have truly a real 

misguided understanding of their faith. They often 

think that church suggestions and teachings are 

“dogma” and have to believe. While we need to give 

strong thought to some of the teachings, they may 

not be “dogma” which we are called to believe.  

 Further, when we think about the fact that our 

calls us to develop a “relationship” with God, this 

cannot be achieved just by “believing in certain    

dogmas”. It takes much more than that.  

 Research has shown that currently many        

Catholic Christians are “cafeteria” Christians,      

meaning that they are picking and choosing what 

they want to believe. For example, one of the main 

beliefs in the Catholic Church is that the Pope is 

chosen by the intervention of the Holy Spirit and 

that He becomes infallible. I have recently met 

some “Catholics” who don’t like Pope Francis and 

want to get rid of him. I simply ask them,  don’t  you   

 

 

believe that God’s Spirit 

had a hand in choosing 

him to be the Pope? They 

deny their own “dogma”.  

It should be pointed out 

that this “dogma” was   

proclaimed by only the 

Western Church since it 

transpired after the Great 

Schism.  

 While I truly believe 

that we have to know and 

understand what we say 

we believe, it must also be 

always within the context 

of the Church to which we 

belong. All this takes 

thought and, also, perhaps 

discussion with others to 

help us clarify our ideas 

about our faith. It takes 

more than an  acceptance 

o f  t h e  B a l t i m o r e             

Catechism to be a true 

followers of Jesus 
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As we pray to see Christ in the events of our lives, 

we need to remember a point previously made, 

namely, that when we pray any kind of prayer for 

healing of memories, we are not “bringing Christ 

into the situation”; rather, we are asking Him to  

reveal the ways in which He already has been      

present in the situation, and we are further asking 

Him to give us the strength to choose to accept His 

presence there as more important than the pain we 

felt. To view healing of memories in any other way 

is to make magic of it, that is, telling god to go here 

and there without our memories and do what we 

want Him to do in them, creating for us a past that, 

in a certain sense, could merely be a product of our 

own minds.  

 No, the beauty of healing of memories is that 

we are not inventing anything with our imagination; 

rather, our imaginations under the direction of the 

Holy Spirit are revealing to us the truth we have       

not seen all along, that is, the fact that Jesus              

appreciated and accepted us completely even when 

we were in the midst of the most destructive, the 

most abhorrent, and the most sinful situations. We 

did not see or accept His Love in these situations, 

and that is the reason we were hurt. In accepting 

Jesus’ Love we are healed.  

 I know that this may be difficult to understand. 

Christ is present in past hurtful events, which are 

then molded into hurtful memories, whether we are 

aware of it or not. He does not rescue us from these 

events  but, rather,  attempts to  help us to  respond     

SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND INNER HEALING 

to them in a way that will 

result in spiritual growth. 

When we fail to find Him 

there, encouraging us to 

seek the lesson within 

the event that is meant to 

help us grow, they         

truly become hurtful 

memories which fester in 

our minds and hearts    

until we are able, with the 

help of God’s Spirit, to let 

them go. We humans 

seem to “hang onto” old 

hurtful events and then 

wonder why we don’t 

have internal peace. 

Christ brings us peace. 
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