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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND 

On this 26th weekend after Pentecost, we 

also celebrate the feast of Mary’s Entrance 

into the Temple. We have multiple readings. 

The Epistles are taken from St. Paul’s        

Letters to both the Ephesians and Hebrews 

and the two Gospel passages are taken 

from Luke’s Gospel.  

 In the letter to the Ephesians we hear 

Paul’s exhortation to “Live in the Light”, that 

is the “light” and “understanding” that Jesus 

casted on the meaning and purpose of life. 

He not only showed us how to live but also 

how to think and behave. He gives us this 

admonition “Be correct in your judgment of 

what pleases the Lord.... Do not continue in 

ignorance, but try to discern the will of the 

Lord.” A very sage exhortation.  

 One of the passages we hear from 

Luke’s gospel shares the parable of the “rich 

man” who, because of a good crop, thinks 

that, because he has blessings in reserve for 

years, all he has to do is to “Eat heartily, 

drink well. Enjoy yourself.” The parable ends 

with this: “But God said to him, You Fool! 

This very night your life shall be required of 

you.” So much for storing up material things. 

As I have shared before, “Remember, there 

are no luggage racks on hearses.” We come 

into this world with nothing. We leave this 

world with only one thing, the memories we 

have made through our relationships with 

others.  

 The “light” of Christ’s teachings shows us 

that there is nothing more important in this 

life than the salvation of our souls which is 

achieved through personal transformation 

and change. We are here to spiritually grow 

and  continue  the  work of Jesus, which is to  

make the Father’s kingdom real 

by the way we treat others. If 

you think there is any other     

reason, our faith tells you that 

you have missed the mark - you 

have truly misunderstood the      

teachings of Jesus. It is how we 

live this life that makes all the 

difference not what we have    

accrued during this life. Leaving 

behind a big bank account will 

not matter and will not assure 

you of salvation.  

 Like Mary, we have to enter 

into the temple of God’s Spirit 

within us and determine to live 

a life like Jesus. We are called 

to continue His mission, which is 

to make God’s love real in the 

portion of the world we live in.  
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FEAST OF MARY’S ENTRANCE INTO THE TEMPLE  

The Holy Gospels say nothing about the 

entrance of Our Lady into the temple. 

This feast, like the feasts of the Nativity 

and Dormition of May, traces its origins 

to the tradition of the Church and     

apocryphal writings, especially the     

Proto-evangelium of James and the 

Pseudo-evangelium of Matthew. From 

these writings we learn that the         

parents of Mary, SS      

Joachim and Anna, being 

childless, had made a 

promise that, if they were 

blessed with a child, they 

would offer that child up 

to the service of the Lord 

in the temple. When Mary 

was three years old, her 

parents brought her to 

the temple and placed 

her under the care of the 

high priest Zachary, a   

relative and the father of 

John the Baptizer. Here 

Mary spent many years until, as a          

mature maiden, she was betrothed to 

Joseph. The temple served as a 

“finishing school” for young girls.  

 The feast is one of the twelve great 

feast days, having a one day pre-feast 

and a four day post-feast. Allusions are 

made to this feast in the fifth century; 

however, it took several hundred years 

before it was universally observed in 

the East. From the sermons of several 

Patriarchs of Constantinople, it can be 

inferred that the feast was established 

in the eighth century. The Sinai Gospel 

of the eighth century mentions this 

feast  among the twelve feasts. This 

feast is found in the Greek liturgical 

books of the ninth century. It finally    

became universally recognized and     

celebrated in that century. 

 The service of this feast celebrates 

the event with joyful and glad            

melodies; it praises the dignity of Mary 

and extols the great       

sacrifice of her parents.  

     What does this feast 

convey to us? What       

spiritual lesson does it 

offer us? First of all, it 

speaks to us of the joyful 

sacrifice of Joachim and 

Anna. They bring their 

daughter to the Temple 

and offer her to the       

service of God. But not 

only do her parents       

joyfully bring her to the 

temple, she also gladly 

obeys the voice of God. Like Joachim 

and Anna, Mary too is a very beautiful 

example for us of joyful sacrifice and 

service to God.   

 Because of Mary’s years in the    

Temple and the faith of her parents 

and relatives, we can see why Jesus 

was so well educated in Judaism.      

Although we don’t think about it, His 

faith was formed by His family. They 

influenced His deep faith in Yahweh 

and influenced His love for scripture 

which, we know, He quoted extensively 

during  His teaching.       
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 SEEING GOD IN OURSELVES 

In the last issue of this article, I stressed the     

importance of viewing each person as             

special and created in God’s image. However, in 

our modern world even the “believer” category 

gets broken down into Protestant versus          

Orthodox versus Catholic. Within the Protestant 

tradition itself, this breakdown can be endless, 

as seen in the myriad of denominations. In 

short, the holistic view of the world has been 

lost. No sense of unity or oneness exists.  

 While certain distinctions are crucial, as in 

the case of determining heresy from true        

doctrine, less important ones can be limiting. 

The loss of certain “usness’ has been replaced 

by a needless dialectic view of the world. The 

result is that we have isolated ourselves from 

the rest of creation as if anyone or anything      

outside our own tradition is superfluous and of 

no importance. In the spiritual classic The Way 

of the Pilgrim (if you haven’t read it I would      

encourage you to get a copy and read it, This is 

where we find the ‘Jesus Prayer’ presented), the 

writer shares this quote: “He who attains true 

prayer and love has no sense of the differences 

between things: he does not distinguish           

between the righteous man and the sinner, but 

love them all equally and judges no man, as God 

causes His un to shine and His rain to fall on the 

just and unjust.” Prayer is central to purifying our 

heart.  

 For the pure in heart, these distinctions      

are blurred. They are able to see past the               

superficialities and see not only the image of 

God, but also that person’s potential to grow in 

the likeness of Jesus. In his book Life and         

Holiness Thomas Merton makes only a slight 

distinction in humanity: those who are a part        

of the  body  of  Christ  and  those  who  have the    

potential to be a member of 

the body of Christ. Thus for 

those who have yet to attain 

this “vision” of others, it is 

helpful to know, to remind 

ourselves, that each person 

has the potential to receive 

salvation from Jesus Christ. 

And instead of judging those 

who are not believers we 

must ask ourselves if we are 

not perhaps part of the       

reason they do not believe. 

Elsewhere Merton writes, “Do 

not be too quick to condemn 

the man who no longer       

believe in God. For it is       

perhaps your own coldness 

and avarice and mediocrity 

and material ism and         

sensuality and selfishness 

that has killed his faith. 

Something to think about! 
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan 

JESUS: GOD’S REVELATION 

 In the last issue of this 

article, I challenged my 

readers to think about 

what the true message 

and teaching of Jesus is 

all about. It seems that 

He directed most of His 

efforts to help the poor 

deal with their position in 

the world. He even, as St. Paul discerns, tries 

to convince His   listeners to live the life that 

has been presented to them. He does not 

instill “revolution” and “civil unrest.” He tries 

to give even to the poor a mind-set to accept 

their present situation in a manner that will 

lead to spiritual growth.   

 Some scholars paint Jesus as a truly     

revolutionary radical. I don’t see this in His 

preaching and teaching. Rather, He tried to 

instill into His listeners a sense of meeting 

the challenges of life with trust in God. He 

did not believe that His teaching would bring 

about a complete overhaul of His society 

which was very prejudiced. Rather, He tried 

to instill in those who followed Him a sense 

of personal worth which was manifest in a 

true desire to accept life.  

 Was this a good teaching? In our modern 

world we feel that the most important thing 

is to reject the thinking of our society and to 

force society to change. That, of course,   

never happens.               (Continued on page 8)               

ST PHILIP’S FAST 

As I announced a 

few weeks ago, we, 

as a parish, are      

are trying to collect 

non-perishable food  

for the poor and, in 

lieu of food stuff, 

we will accept      

donations in order to buy food 

for distribution. If you donate 

food, please check to make 

sure that its before the “date” 

when it should be disposed of. 

This is not about getting rid of 

old food that you haven’t used. I 

would thank you in advance for 

helping in this outreach project.  
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In the last issue of this article, I ended 

by quoting St. Symeon of Thessaloniki. 

They are words that are reminiscent of 

those of St. Jude, when he exhorts the 

Church in  his epistle “to contend       

for the faith that was once for all            

entrusted to the saints.” Likewise, it 

must be noted that in his description 

of the celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

St. Paul reminds the Church of Corinth 

that he had “received from the Lord 

what [he] also handed to  [them]”. Just 

as the celebration of the Lord’s        

mystical Supper is continuously         

inherited by the Church through the 

apostolic expressions of its prayer and 

worship, so too is its unified identity 

carried on in the traditions of its      

apostolic faith. This consistency is      

protected and preserved by the        

collegial catholicity of the Eastern 

Christian Church. It is in this             

consistency that the rule of faith       

intersects with the rule of prayer, and 

the two comprise the Christian        

experience. 

 It must always be remembered 

that we draw our true theology from 

our worship. Our worship is highly    

theological and contains within it all of 

our truest beliefs.  

 St. John of Kronstadt remarks       

regarding the Divine Liturgy saying 

that:  
 

If one were to put all the world’s most 

precious things on one side of the 

scale, and the Divine Liturgy on the 

other, the scales would tip completely 

in favor of the Liturgy...There is        

nothing upon earth holier, higher, 

grander, more solemn, more life-

giving than the Liturgy. The temple, at 

this particular time, becomes an 

earthly heaven; those who officiate 

represent Christ Himself, the angels, 

the cherubim, seraphim and apostles.   
  

 We are called to think about this 

when we are celebrating the Liturgy. 

We do not do this in isolation or in a 

vacuum but, rather, together with the 

entire spiritual dimension. I know that 

this may be difficult to understand, 

but it is critical for our appreciation of 

the Liturgy that we look around and 

feel that we have, because of the    

presence of the icons, stepped into 

the next dimension. Remember what 

Jesus said, whenever you repeat what 

I have done, I am with you - I am        

present to you in a real and true way.  

 I wonder how many get this feeling 

as they gather with me in celebrating 

the Divine Liturgy. Let your                

imagination go beyond space and 

time and join with the heavenly host.   

 THE LITURGICAL WORSHIP OF OUR EASTERN CATHOLIC 
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Prayer is a part of the effort during the St. 

Philip’s fast as well as all fasts during the 

Church year. Prayer in vigil, which is a period 

of time in which we are watchful against      

intruding thoughts; meditation, when we 

prayerfully reflect on the Scriptures or writings 

of the saints: use of a prayer rope if we have 

been given that discipline; the physical acts of 

prostration during prayer - these are only part 

of what should be linked with our fasting to 

keep the entire self subdued and maintain our 

focus on God. Remember, the main purpose 

of fasting is to FOCUS OURSELVES on the task 

of spiritual growth. We must choose a way 

that helps us to accomplish this task.  

 And although this is probably getting old, 

but I have to say it again: one way doesn’t fit 

all. You have to decide what works for you.   

People have different levels of strength when 

it comes to fasting; those who are older, or ill, 

or very young cannot fast at the same level as 

those who are young and healthy. The          

suggestions that of our Church suggests      

during fast periods should not be seen with        

legalistic eyes; they are goals we strive for - 

eternal guides meant to facilitate inner 

change. The key always is that we “freely”     

engage in the activity of “fasting” if that is 

what we envision as part of the Fast.  

 ALMSGIVING is another form of spiritual 

discipline meant to aid detachment from      

material things. “Therefore, when you do a 

charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet      

before you as the hypocrites do in the           

synagogues and in the streets, that they may 

have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, 

they  have their  reward.  But  when  you  do  a  

 A BEGINNER’S GUIDE TO SPIRITUALITY 

charitable deed, do not let your 

left hand know what your right 

hand us doing, that your                

charitable deeds may be in      

secret; and your Father, who 

sees in secret, will Himself       

reward you openly. Once again, 

Jesus gives quite specific         

instructions that seem to be  

primarily aimed at the humility-

challenged. The Lord reminds us 

that eternal actions such as     

giving alms are intended to 

b r i n g  a b o u t  a n  i n n e r               

transformation rather than to 

garner worldly praise.  

 What we do to spiritually 

grow is something that we do in 

private. Only our spiritual father 

should be involved in this effort. 

It is all about embracing Christ.  
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St. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church  

6340 Chase Road 

Dearborn, MI 48126 
 

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D. 

Pastor 
 

Rectory: (313) 582-1424 

Cell: (313) 580-4412 

WRuchgy@gmail.com 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sundays @ 10:00 AM  

Ukrainian & English 
 

 

Weekdays @ 8:00 AM 

English 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Penance 

By Appointment 
 

Baptism & Matrimony 

In most instances membership 

required for six months  
 

Funerals  

Membership of an immediate 

family member required 
 

 

 

Parish Life Council 
 

Bob & Corinne Boyko  

734.451.1893 
 

John & Janet Dicky 

586.755.3129 
 

Daria Drobny 

313.791-0292 
 

Robert Krokosky 

248.734.7078 
 

Leo & Mary LaDouceur 

313.278.7378 
 

Gordon Malaniak 

734.564.9817 
 

Rev Deacon Leonard Mier 

313.584-6795 
 

Greg & Esther Petrovich 

734.453-4354 
 

 

Rafic Vawter 

313.624.9867 

http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org   - and -   Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn 

Sunday, November 21 - 26th Weekend after Pentecost - Tone 1   

      10:00 AM -  Leonard & Elizabeth Mier; Son Deacon Leonard  

27th WEEK AFTER PENTECOST - Tone 2 

Monday, November 22 - Philemon & Others, Apostles    

     No Service Scheduled  

Tuesday, November 23 - Amphilochius & Gregory, Bishops 

     No Service Scheduled 

Wednesday, November 24 - Catherine, Great Martyr 

    No Service Scheduled 

Thursday, November 25 - Clement & Peter, Pope & Bishop—THANKSGIVING 

     8:00 AM - Divine Liturgy (Live Streamedd) 

Friday, November 26 - Alyupius the Stylite, Venerable 

     No Service Scheduled 

Saturday, November 27 - James the Persian, Martyhr     

       No Service Scheduled 

Sunday, November 28 - 27th Weekend after Pentecost - Tone 2   

      10:00 AM - Divine Liturgy (Live Streamed)  

(Continued from page 5 - Jesus: God’s Revelation)  

Was Jesus naive? Did He really 

think that people would give in to 

the pressure of the “EMPIRE”    

which was truly pagan? Rather, 

He expected His followers to 

THINK about their beliefs. What 

should be done? What is the true 

focus of this life: the meaning 

and purpose of this life. What we embrace must try 

to answer these questions: What is the meaning and 

purpose of this earthly life?  What must we do to     

truly respond to the meaning of life?  

 The message, I believe, is quite clear: the        

meaning of purpose of earthly life is to transform 

ourselves into spiritual beings - persons who are 

more like Christ. We are here to “GROW” spiritually. 

We are here to “TRANSFORM” ourselves. We are 

here to “BECOME WHAT GOD INTENDED” when He 

created us. Can you accept this idea? Is this how you 

look at life? Isn’t this what Jesus taught?  
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THE SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES: DOOR TO LIBERATION 

What I presented in the last issue of 

this article truly forms the biblical             

foundation for meditation, and the 

wonderful news is that Jesus has not 

stopped acting and speaking. He is    

resurrected and at work in our world     

(I wonder how many truly realize this 

and experience this). He 

is not idle, nor has he      

developed laryngitis. He 

is alive and among us as 

our Priest to forgive us, 

our Prophet to teach us, 

our King to rule us, our 

Shepherd to guide us.  

 Truly all the saints 

throughout the ages 

have witnessed to this 

reality. How sad that 

contemporary Christians 

are so ignorant of the 

vast sea of literature on Christian     

meditation by faithful believers 

throughout the centuries! And their    

testimony to the joyful life of perpetual 

communion is amazingly uniform. 

From Catholic to Protestant, from    

Eastern to Western Churches, we are 

urged to “live in His presence in           

uninterrupted fellowship”.  One mystic, 

Theophan the Recluse, says: “To pray is 

to descend with the mind into the 

heart, and there to stand before the 

face of the Lord, ever present, all       

seeing, within you.” One Anglican      

declares, “Meditation is the duty of all.” 

 In meditation we are growing into 

what Thomas a’ Kempis calls “a        

familiar friendship with Jesus.” We are 

sinking down into the light and life of 

Christ and becoming comfortable in 

that posture. The perpetual presence of 

the Lord moves from a theological   

dogma into a radiant reality. “He walks 

with me and he talks 

with me” ceases to be 

pious jargon and instead 

becomes a straight        

forward description of 

daily life.  

     By the way, I am not 

suggesting some mushy, 

giddy and buddy-buddy     

relationship. All such 

sentimental ity only        

betrays how little we 

know, how distant we are 

from the Lord, high and 

lifted up, Who is revealed to us in     

Scripture. John tells us in his             

Apocalypse (i.e., Revelations) that 

when he saw the reigning Christ, he fell 

at his feet as though dead, and so 

should we. No, I am speaking of a      

reality more akin to what the disciples 

felt in the upper room when they         

experienced both intense intimacy and 

awful reverence. 

 When we truly encounter God,      

probably in the Person of Jesus, we are 

filled with awe. We realize that God 

has really made sure that we can               

communicate with Him as a human 

being, since Jesus has human nature.            
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JESUS 

Only one word has come down to us 

directly from the lips of Jesus in its      

original Aramaic: abba, ‘father.” Mark 

quotes it in the context of the prayer at 

Gethsemane, which may or may not be 

historical; but it is certain that Jesus 

used the word often, and that it lies 

behind the our father’s and the your 

father’s of the authentic sayings. And 

while his teaching about the presence, 

here and now, of the        

kingdom of God, it is so 

simple that it may seem 

absurd to some - a    

stumbling block to the 

Jew and to the Greeks 

foolishness - Jesus’       

description of God as an 

infinitely loving father is 

a teaching everybody can 

understand. 

 Few of us, though, 

can feel the intensity of 

what Jesus meant when 

He said abba. Actually, we don’t have a 

word for it. Our word father reflets a 

personal and social reality which is a 

much diluted version of the reality a 

first-century Jewish father had for his 

children: a position of absolute power, 

for both good and evil, which            

commanded a fear or a respect that 

we can barely conceive of. To really 

translate the word, we would have to 

translate the culture. For me the       

closest word for abba is daddy, which 

has that sense of loving care for the 

person who is our father.  

 For Jesus, the Father is pure           

generosity, pure creativity, the             

archetypal power that generates the 

whole universe, that blesses and keeps 

and makes its face shine upon all its 

children and gives them peace. And 

not only absolute creative power, but 

also absolute mercy, a quality we         

associate more with mothers. The 

prophets, in fact, speak of 

God as feeling a kind of 

motherly love for Israel, 

since the Hebrew verb 

rbm, usually translated as 

“to have mercy or            

compassion,” derives from 

a root that means “womb.”  

     The Psalms and the 

prophets occasionally 

speak of God as a father, 

even as a mother. But the 

image is not a common 

one in the Bible. It became 

much more common in later Judaism; 

as the Aramaic scholar Gustaf Dalman 

said, “Jesus adopted this term for God 

from the popular usage of his time.”  

 So Jesus’ teaching was not original, 

in the strict sense of the word. The    

subject of originality is a sore point 

with certain kinds of literal-minded 

Christian and Jewish scholars. Jesus 

attempted to truly cull the depth of the 

Old Testament and make it something 

alive for the people - something that 

helps people spiritually grow.     
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VARIOUS ASPECTS OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

I have decided to change the focus of 

this article. I would like to present 

three simple ways to support the           

important task of becoming spiritually 

free - a freedom that will come         

because we will begin to see the world 

more from God’s point of view than 

from our own. These are 

not all the possible ways 

to pray for the freedom 

of our inner selves,    

however. Hopefully this 

information will be a 

source of stimulation for 

my readers to be more 

aware of this topic and 

find yet other ways to 

pray for this kind of     

freedom.  

 The three ways of 

praying that I will         

present are these: forgiveness (i.e., 

both giving and receiving); self-

deliverance and experiencing religious 

imagery.  

 Forgiveness is a wide topic          

because it is so basic to the Christian 

life. I will present some simple ways to 

pray for the grace of forgiveness, so 

that there is a place to begin and a 

place to return when we need to       

involve forgiveness in our prayers for 

spiritual growth and inner healing.  

 I look at forgiveness first as we   

enter the area of freeing our true 

selves because that is the proper 

place for this topic. Forgiving people 

was central to Jesus’ healing ministry, 

and teaching people to 

forgive was truly central 

to His message of       

salvation. If we do not 

e x p e r i e n c e  G o d ’ s         

forgiveness of us in our 

hearts, we do not know 

what it means to be a 

child of God, to be loved 

by Him. If we do not     

truly experience God’s        

forgiveness we will not 

be able to forgive       

others, for we cannot 

give what we do not have. We learn 

how to forgive lovingly, tenderly and 

freely by experiencing the way God 

treats us when we come to Him       

asking Him to truly forgive us our         

wrongdoings.  

 Many psychologists say that at the 

heart of the therapy process is the act 

of forgiving oneself, of coming to       

accept ourselves as we are.   
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