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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND

This weekend we celebrate Christ’s
entrance into the city of Jerusalem into the city of His death. This
weekend marks the beginning of the
Great and Holy Week. Our readings
are taken from Paul’s letter to the
Philippians and John’s Gospel. Paul
exhorts us and the Philippians to
Rejoice in the Lord always.... The
Lord is near. Dismiss all anxiety
from your
minds. Present your
needs to God in every form of prayer
and in petitions full of gratitude.
Then God’s own peace...will stand
guard over your hearts and minds, in
Christ Jesus.
John’s Gospel passage begins by
relating the incidence that took
place in Bethany wherein Mary, the
sister of Lazarus, whom Jesus raised
from the dead, anointed the feet of
Jesus. The story continues with
Judas’ objection to the anointing
because of its cost of the aromatic
nard and finally ends with Jesus’
entrance into Jerusalem.
The story points out that
Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a
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colt to signify His humility and also to alert
the inhabitants of Jerusalem that He was
not a “conquering hero” but rather a
different kind of Messiah.
Roman generals always rode into a
conquered town on a huge military
stallion to indicate the subjugation of the
people. So what Jesus did was to alert the
people that God’s idea of a Messiah
was quite different from their idea. It
is important to point out that Jesus
anticipated that the leaders of Judaism
would probably take some action against
Him since He was preaching a whole
different approach to the worship of God
and emphasized the importance of
treating all other humans as children of
God.
What exactly can we learn from Jesus’
actions. One of the greatest lessons Jesus
taught by how He entered Jerusalem
was how we humans should meet the
challenges of our lives. He did not try to
escape the challenge he was confronted
with but, resolutely met the challenge
in a calm and spiritual way. Meeting
life’s challenges in this manner is truly
transformative. He was able to do this
because of the trust He had in God Who
He saw as His Father.
A second lesson He taught by His
entrance into Jerusalem was the absolute
necessity to develop true “humility.” True
humility makes a person more God-like,
which is the goal and purpose of this
earthly life.
Let us pray during this coming week to
become more like Jesus.
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CHRIST’S ENTRANCE INTO JERUSALEM: WILLOW WEEKEND
Our Lord climaxed His mission on earth
with two memorable events - the
resurrection of Lazarus from the dead
and His triumphal entry into Jerusalem.
these two events, witnessed by great
crowds of people, gave a clear and
convincing testimony concerning the
messianic mission of Christ and His
divinity. These two illustrious events
also raised the curtain on the last act of
the drama of Christ’s life: His passion
and death.
The festival of the
entry of Christ into
Jerusalem is one of the
oldest feast days in
the Eastern Church.
Its celebration reaches
back to the third
century. It began in
Jerusalem and within a
short time became a
feast for the entire
Eastern Church. Ancient
documents
testify
that Christ’s entry
into Jerusalem was
celebrated on the weekend before the
Pasch (Easter).
Beginning with the seventh century,
various Church writers, such as Andrew
of Crete, Cosmas of Maiuma, John of
Damascus and others composed
sticheras and canons (special prayers)
for this feast. Palm Sunday, although it
ranks among the principal feasts of our
Lord, has neither a pre-feast nor a
post-feast because it occurs during the
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period of the fast. It is difficult to say
when the custom of blessing of
branches arose. It seems to have
already been in practice, in some
places, in the seventh century, although
the actual ceremony of blessing does
not appear in liturgical documents until
the ninth century.
The honor shown Christ as He
entered Jerusalem, lasted for only a
brief moment, for His betrayal by Judas,
His rejection by the
people, condemnation
by the Jewish leaders,
passion, the way of the
cross and crucifixion
followed in quick
succession. These very
same people who cried
out ’Hosanna’ within a
few days would be
crying out: ’Crucify
Him.’
Willow or Palm
Sunday teaches us the
instability of worldly
glory and the vanity of
earthly happiness. Joy and sadness
here on earth are two inseparable
sisters. Therefore, if we wish one day to
have a share in the triumph of Christ
in heaven, we must first undergo a
Passion week and a Golgotha with Him
here on earth. Only then, will we be
able, like Him, to enter into everlasting
triumph, joy and resurrection.
(AN ASIDE: the way you dispose of
old branches is to burning them).
page 3

A SMALL BOOK ABOUT A BIG PROBLEM
The book of James asks, “Do you want a wise and
good life?” If so, become an expert in the war
against anger. Such expertise means we should
understand some puzzling sentences that appear in
the middle of James’s teaching on anger. It is about
God’s response to our anger. James wrote:
Do you not know that friendship with the world is
enmity with God? Or do you suppose it is to no
purpose that Scripture says, ‘He yearns jealously over
the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”?

What James is saying is this: our anger is
evidence that we are being unfaithful to God. he
made us and we belong to him. Our anger is our way
of breaking that relationship, at least temporarily.
Anger is adultery against God, and adultery is one of
the greatest assaults on a relationship. In response
God gets jealous.
Since jealousy is often one of anger’s most
volatile forms, our first thought is to run. The divine
lightning bolt is on its way. Jealousy usually tries to
reclaim something even if what was lost is destroyed.
But God’s jealousy is not like our own.
We might think that our adultery would be
grounds for God to discard us. The opposite, however,
is true. He pursues us. We can be faithless but he
remains faithful. So he invites us to return. If we
don’t, his tactics become passionate almost to the
point of embarrassing.
Have you ever seen a relationship in which one
person keeps pursuing and the other is completely
uninterested, or perhaps even mocks the love of the
pursuer? That is the reality James identifies. When
we see our anger clearly, we would expect God to
forget about us. Instead, he pursues us with even
more zeal, and he gives us more power to stay
faithful to him.
This is another of God’s unexpected twists. Does
it affect you?
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One of the very
important things we
have to do if we really
want to spiritually grow,
is to attempt to discover
the causes for our anger
and other emotions. We
can do something about
our anger - that is
control it much more
effectively - if we more
clearly understand what
causes our anger.
I recently conducted a
seminar for our priests
on what is called
“emotional intelligence”.
Knowing the triggers for
our emotions helps us to
live more effective lives.
We no longer are
controlled
by
our
emotions but rather
control our emotions.
The result? Much more
effective living!
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I ended this article in the
last issue by sharing
that “panentheism” rejects
the language of “divine
intervention.” From its
point of view, the idea of
interventionism not only
has unsurmountable difficulties, but claims
to know too much; namely, it claims to know
that “intervention” is the explanatory
mechanism for God’s relation to the world.
Except in the very general sense of “divine
intentionality” and “divine interactivity,”
panentheism does not claim to have an
explanation of the God-world relation. It is
content not to know.
As already mentioned, both supernatural
theism and panentheism are deeply rooted
in the Christian tradition, but for the last few
hundred years supernatural theism has
become dominant in Western Christianity.
The primary reason is once again the
Enlightenment. Beginning in the 17th
century, the universe was increasingly
thought of as a natural system separate
from God. God was thus removed from
nature, creating a thorough disenchantment
of nature. Separated fro the universe, God
came increasingly to be thought of as only
“out there.”
The dominance of supernatural theism in
modern Western
(Continued on page 8)

It is with sincere gratitude that I
can report to our members that
the generosity of members and
non-members have allowed me
to forward $16,415 to the Crisis
Response Committee. May God
bless all for their generosity.
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VIGIL AT THE GRAVE
There will be a modified “VIGIL”
at the grave this year. It will
begin immediately after Vespers
and the Burial Service and last
until 10PM. Because of the
smallness of our numbers, we
will not be “scheduling” Vigil
times.

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
I would just remind members
that the Great and Good Friday
Services will, like last year, be
held at a later time 7:30 PM.
We will not, for a variety of
reasons, have a procession
outside the church building.
Further we ask that there will be
no veneration of the Shroud,
that is kissing of the Shroud
again this year because of
COVID 19
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TO OPEN ONE’S HEART: A SPIRITUAL PATH
I ended the last issue of this article by
suggesting that to open one’s heart,
one needs a counterpart, an intimate
friend on earth, or a friend in heaven.
The vigilance required by Christ “Watch and pray” does not concern
only the last moment. There are many
other deaths, such
as this succession
of little deaths to
the self: miniature,
victorious deaths a mastery over
selfishness, enmity,
narcissism, spiritual
letharg y,
inner
turmoil - of everything that is a cause
of suffering in my
real
relationships
with others, and
which does not
leave me at peace.
Montaigne sought
peace in the art of
dying well, but it is
given especially by the one who
incarnates peace in his person: “my
own peace I give you; a peace which
the world cannot give, this is my gift to
you.” Now, society does not teach the
art of dying well. Nonetheless, one
speaks a great deal about death. It is
found everywhere, in the news, in
movies, in virtual reality. It is put on as
a spectacle, as if to exorcise the
anxiety it provokes, as if to postpone
the moment when one realizes that
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man is mortal, and that this is no
longer virtual. They let people die at
the hospital, sometimes in a mournful
lonesomeness. The custom of the
funeral wake where friends and family
surrounding the body of the deceased
quietly meditated upon their own
death has fallen
into disuse. And
with this, a little
hope leaves in
shreds. The ancient
Stoics, and also
Montaigne
with
them, proclaim that
the true aim of
philosophy is to
help us learn how
to die. This is
unquestionably a
noble exploit. The
Christian
faith,
conveying
hope,
brings a bit of hope
into the matter.
“The one who eats
my flesh and drinks my blood dwells in
me, and I in him.” ls this not a way of
saying that in the eucharistic act, it is
already given to us here below to
receive a foretaste of life eternal?
Montaigne further adds, “What a
marvelously vain, diverse and billowy
subject is man.” The word “billowy”
evokes that which is mobile,
capricious, continually changing.
(I realize that this article may be a little
difficult to follow at times).
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THE EASTERN CHURCH’S UNDERSTANDING OF THE CROSS
This article is meant to challenge your belief and
understanding of the meaning of the Death of
Christ on the Cross. Belief in the meaning of Christ’s
Crucifixion, without considering its connection with
His Resurrection, makes a real difference.
Eastern and Western Christianity differ in their
understanding of Christ’s death on the cross. This
difference can be summed up in one word seen in
two different ways: ATONEMENT and AT-ONE-MENT.
The Western Church’s view of the crucifixion is
summarized by substitutionary atonement theory.
Christ died on the Cross for humankind’s sins. This
was establish by St. Anselm’s treatise which was
articulated some none hundred years after the
death of Christ in 1098. The Cross is seen as a
payment for human sin. Anselm’s purpose was to
provide a rational argument for the necessity of the
incarnation and death of Jesus. It argues that
although God loves us, the price of sin must be
paid. Jesus as a human being, who was also divine
and thus perfect and without sin, did that for us.
This means that the Father expected Jesus, as a
human being, to make reparation for the sins of
humankind.
The Eastern Church’s theology does not
incorporate substitutionary atonement in its
interpretation of the Cross. The Eastern Church
asks: Why would God the Father allow His Son
Jesus (in effect Himself), to die on the Cross? Was it
not enough that Christ became a human being to
reveal the most effective way to live this earthly
life? God knew of humankind’s love for the
incomplete world and that this disposition brings
affliction upon humankind. So, because of God’s
great mercy and love, He sent His only Son to help
us understand how to complete our redemption,
that is our being in COMMUNION with our Father,
Creator. Jesus went through the human life-cycle in
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order to reveal the means
of redemption. Jesus had
to be AT-ONE with us. If
He wasn’t, He could not
have revealed to us that
(1) God’s Life-Force
brings us and sustains us
in existence for all
eternity; (2) personal
transformation is truly
and essential part of
human redemption; (3)
personal growth is not
achieved by “keeping
rules and laws”; (4)
the actualization of the
powers God has given us
is essential for salvation;
and (5) the way that we
deal with the challenges
of life is a key to the
achievement of personal
transformation. Jesus
achieved AT-ONE-MENT.
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St. Michael the Archangel
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church
6340 Chase Road
Dearborn, MI 48126
Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D.
Pastor

Rectory: (313) 582-1424
Cell: (313) 580-4412
WRuchgy@gmail.com

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Sundays @ 10:00 AM
Ukrainian & English
Weekdays @ 8:00 AM
English

SACRAMENTS
Penance
By Appointment
Baptism & Matrimony
In most instances membership
required for six months
Funerals
Membership of an immediate
family member required

Parish Life Council
Bob & Corinne Boyko
734.451.1893
John & Janet Dicky
586.755.3129
Daria Drobny
313.791-0292
Robert Krokosky
248.734.7078
Leo & Mary LaDouceur
313.278.7378
Rev Deacon Leonard Mier
313.584-6795
Greg & Esther Petrovich
734.453-4354
Rafic Vawter
313.624.9867

Sunday, April 10 - Willow Weekend
10:00 AM - For Parish Members

GREAT AND HOLY WEEK
Monday, April 11 - HOLY MONDAY
No Service Scheduled Tuesday, April 12 - HOLY TUESDAY

7:00 PM - Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts
Wednesday, April 13 - HOLY WEDNESDAY
No Service Scheduled

Thursday, April 15 - HOLY THURSDAY
7:00 PM - Vesperal Divine Liturgy
Friday, April 16 - GREAT AND GOOD FRIDAY
7:30 PM - Vespers and Burial Service
Saturday, April 17 - HOLY SATURDAY
No Service Scheduled

Sunday, April 17 - PASCHA - EASTER - THE GREAT DAY
8:00 AM - Resurrection Matins, Divine Liturgy and Blessing of Food
(Continued from page 5 - Jesus: God’s Revelation)

Christianity has truly had serious
consequences. When “out there” is
emphasized and separated from
“right here,” God’s relation to the
world is distorted, and the notion of
God becomes harder and harder to
accept. “Out there” means something
different for us than it meant when our premodern
ancestors used this language. For them, “up there”
or “out there” was not very far away. They thought of
the universe as small with the earth at its center; the
sun, moon, planets and stars were mounted on a
dome not very far above the earth. It is difficult to
know how literally they took this language, but the
basic notion of a small universe was shared by all.
In that context, thinking of God as “our Father
who art in heaven” did not make God very far away.
But for us, “up there” or “our there” is very far away.
If God is only “out there, as supernatural theism
suggests, then God is very distant.
http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org - and - Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn
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EUCHARIST: THANKSGIVING
“For I received from the Lord what I
also handed on to you, that the Lord
Jesus on the night when he was
betrayed took a loaf of bread, and
when he had given thanks, he broke it
and said, ‘This is my body that is for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In
the same way he took the cup also,
after supper, saying, ’This cup is the
new covenant in my blood. Do this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance
of me.’ For as often as you eat this
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim
the Lord’s death until he comes.
Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or
drinks the cup of the Lord in an
unworthy manner will be answerable
for the body and blood of the Lord.” St.
Paul recounts to the Corinthian Church
the words of institution which our Lord
Jesus Christ pronounced over His last
supper. His own sacrificial Passover,
those very words which were held dear
by the tradition of the apostles and are
retained by the Eucharistic Liturgy to
this day; and in this exhortation to his
flock, the Apostle reminds them of the
gravity of partaking of the body and
blood of the Word of God, and warns
them of approaching it unworthily. The
“eucharist has traditionally been at the
heart of Christian worship,” according
to Edward Foley’s historical survey of
the celebrations of the Lord’s Supper,
From Age to Age: How Christians Have
Celebrated the Eucharist. According to
the Liturgical worship of the Eastern
Church as articulated by Fr. Alexander
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Schmemann, The Divine Liturgy or
Eucharist, is the very center of the
whole life of the Church, the
Sacrament of Christ’s Presence
among us and of his Communion with
us. This sacrament is the essential
sacrament of the church, for nothing in
the Church can be achieved without
communion with Christ in the
Eucharist. It is in the actual partaking
of the bread and wine as the Body and
Blood of Jesus Christ that the
assembly of worshipping believers
finds its purpose and the Divine Liturgy
its climax and intention. “We study
those tangible aspects of the liturgy
that have always been important to
the experience of worship,” according
to Edward Foley, in order to
comprehend the way in which the
worshipping assembly perceives the
doctrines of the Church by partaking of
its Sacred Mysteries. Therefore, it
follows that the only context in which
the rule of faith may be truly nurtured
is that of the rule of prayer.

More to come!
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OPEN YOUR HEART: THE JESUS PRAYER
The dynamic presence of Jesus. This belief in the
intrinsic sanctity and numinous force of the Holy
Name of Jesus is fundamental to the spirituality
of the Jesus Prayer. We can not even begin to
appreciate the meaning of the Jesus Prayer until
we recognize how the name of Jesus is felt to
contain within itself grace and power. There is an
integral connection between the name and the
one who is named. “A name”, said Origen,
“brings before us the distinctive character of
what is named.” To call upon a person b y name
is to render that person dynamically present, and
this is especially true when we call by name
upon Jesus. The Holy Name is endowed with
sacramental force. It is an effective sign, an
outward and visible token of an inner and
spiritual grace.
Thus the key figure in the emergence of the
Jesus Prayer, who binds together three out of the
four constituent “strands”, is Diadochus of
Photike in the 5th century. While devotion to the
Holy Name is found before his time, he is the
first to emphasize with some frequency the
specific invocation of the Name in the prayer
Lord Jesus (in the vocative). Nilus, his elder
contemporary, also makes occasional
references to the invocation of Jesus, but they
are scattered and undeveloped. In Diadochus we
find for the first time a truly ‘Jesus-centered’
spirituality. Whether he intended the phrase Lord
Jesus to be followed by other words is possible,
but he did not make this clear. At the same time,
as we have already noted, he regarded the
repetition (‘strand two’) of this invocation to the
Lord Jesus as a way of gathering together our
dispersed attention, and so introducing it into
unified stillness (’strand three’).
Diadochus did not place particular emphasis
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upon the first of our four
’strands’, the cry for mercy.
But this is prominent at the
beginning of the next
century in St. John of Gaza
and his companion St.
Barsanuphius. Combining
the Bishop of Photike with
the two Elders of Gaza, we
have all the essential
components of the Jesus
Prayer. Later authors do no
more than build upon the
foundations that they have
laid.
One of the things that the
Jesus Prayer does is to allow
us to find Christ everywhere.
There are different ways to
practice this prayer which I
shall share in coming issues.
Have you tried it yet?
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VARIOUS ASPECTS OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Our prayer rule is but a frame that holds the picture,
our daily lives, in place. We rise in the morning and
pray; we continue throughout the day to remember
God, to offer brief prayers to Him; then we close the
day with prayers of thanksgiving and confession of
our sins. St. John of Kronstadt writes:
The only means by which you can spend the day in
perfect holiness, and peace, and without sin, is more
sincere prayer as soon as you rise from sleep in the
morning....Never sleep before saying evening
prayers, lest your hear becomes gross from ill-timed
sleep, and lest the enemy hinder it by a stony
insensibility during prayer.

Many of us may think our mornings are too rushed
and chaotic as it is, without adding a time for
prayer. To this St. John responds, “Get up earlier,
pray diligently and you will acquire tranquility,
energy and success at work, for the whole day.”
Prayer books are useful for enhancing our prayer
life. Many of them contain the prayers and psalms
for the different hours of the day. A good prayer
book should include the morning and evening
prayers. By praying the psalms and the prayers of
the saints, our hearts are molded and deepened so
that our prayer times are also instructional times.
Praying the prayers of the Church is an excellent
way to learn the faith and how to pray more
effectively. St. Theophan the Recluse encourages us
to use prayer books, for they
contain the prayers of the holy fathers: Saints
Ephraim the Syrian, Macarius of Egypt, Basil the
Great, John “Golden Mouth” Chrysostom and the
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other great masters of
prayer. As they were
themselves filled with the
spirit of prayer, they put
words to what the spirit
revealed to them, and they
passed it on to us. Thus a
great power of prayer
moves in their every prayer.
By the law of reciprocal
action, those who enter
energetically and attentively
into these prayers will taste
the power of the original
prayer to the extent that
their spirit comes close to
the spirit it contains.

Thus prayer books help
us to deepen our prayer
life.
More to come!
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