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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND
On this first weekend after Easter, our
readings are taken from the ACTS OF
THE APOSTLES and JOHN’S GOSPEL.
The passage we hear from ACTS,
presents the “signs and wonders” that
many people experienced. There is
one thing mentioned that is important:
The people carried the sick into the
streets and laid them on cots and
mattresses, so that when Peter passed
by at least his shadow might fall on
one or another of them. It is reported
that the “apostles” continued to heal
many who were sick or possessed by
daemons. Somehow, the apostles had
some of the same abilities that Jesus
had and it was through their hands
that many signs and wonders occurred
among the people.
The passage we hear from John’s
Gospel, relates the first encounter that
Jesus’ apostles had with the Risen
Christ. They were hiding in an upper
room after Jesus’ death because they
feared that the Jews would have the
Romans arrest them also and put to
death. The death of Jesus was a
traumatic event for the disciples.
As the story goes, Jesus appears to
them, standing in their midst, and
announces: PEACE BE WITH YOU. (This
is one reason why the priest, during
the Divine Liturgy, keeps saying to the
people: Peace be with you).
After greeting the apostles, Jesus
turns to the “doubting” Thomas and
asks him to put his hand into His side
and his finger into the holes made in
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His hands from the crucifixion.
Thomas’ doubts then vanish.
Although we cannot physically prove,
being this great distance from the
event, that Jesus rose from the dead,
we take it on the word of those who
actually experienced His resurrection.
We rely on their testimony. We also
realize that they were not the kind of
persons who would relate a “false”
story. We have the testimony of
numerous persons who, after
the crucifixion, encountered the
resurrected Christ. It did not benefit
those giving testimony to encountering
the resurrected Christ to lie about their
encounter with Him. We can trust their
testimony! Believe in their witness.
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A SMALL BOOK ABOUT A BIG PROBLEM
I would now like to continue with an
article I shared before the Great and
Holy Week. It focuses on meditations
on anger, patience and peace.
Change is slow and hard-fought. It
has more in common with a tense
military battle than a classroom in
which you receive information. At
some point, you take what you are
learning and head into
the fray. “If your right
eye causes you to sin,
tear it out and throw it
away. For it is better
that you lose one of
your members than
that your whole body
be thrown into hell.
And if your right hand
causes you to sin, cut it
off and throw it away.
For it is better that
you lose one of your
members than that
your whole body go
into hell” (Matthew 5: 29-30) .
This is a picture of someone
truly confronting sin with great
determination. It is probably what
James had in mind when he wrote
about anger. He knew it would take
great investment. “Be wretched and
mourn and weep. Let your laughter be
turned to mourning and your joy to
gloom” (James 4:9) . If you are causal
about anger and unprepared, you will
lose and so will those around you.
The Eastern HERALD

So what is your plan? Alcoholics
Anonymous has its Ten Steps. Those
steps are a plan. When in doubt, says
AA, go back and work the plan, work
the program.
Scripture cannot be reduced to a
series of steps, but there are recurring
features to its overall plan.
• Be humble before God.
• Carefully name your
wrongness to him.
• Feel the weight of
your sin.
• Carefully name your
wrongness to other
people.
• Rest in God and his
forgiveness.
Throughout it all,
you walk a fine line.
You want to be undone
by the wrongness of
your sin and you want
to rest in God’s eternal
forgiveness. You want
to confess all that
you feel are your weaknesses and
you want to know that your very
confession is the work of God’s Spirit
in you and a consequence of his love.
It is confession with a bit of a smile.
Your confession is another way of
saying, “I need Jesus.” in response,
he pardons sins and delights to show
mercy. In your response, thank you is
natural, and you might be stirred to
love him in return.
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OPEN YOUR HEART: THE JESUS PRAYER
The Jesus Prayer may be practiced in
two ways. There is first what may be
called the ‘free’ use, when it is said
once or many times as we go about
our familiar occupations, during all the
passing moments of the day that
might otherwise be wasted. Then there
is the ‘fixed’ use, when we repeat the
Jesus Prayer as part of our appointed
times for prayer, when our whole
attention is concentrated on the act of
praying. We can choose to follow the
‘free’ use without necessarily adopting
the ‘fixed’ use as well.
The purpose of the ‘free’ use can
be summed up in the words: ‘Find
Christ everywhere’. The aim of the
’fixed’ use can best be expressed in
the phrase ’create silence.’
I would like to explore these two
forms of the Jesus Prayer. The Prayer
in its ’free’ use may be practiced at
any time and in any place. We can
repeat it in our room, while at work, as
we walk about in the street. We can
say it at the bus stop, in our car when
stopped by the red light, in church
when we arrive before the beginning of
the service. It can be our first thought
as we wake in the morning, and our
last thought before we go to sleep
at night. It can be easily taught to
children.
Because it is a short and simple
prayer, instantly available without any
special preparation, the Jesus Prayer
can be used in situation where a more
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complex form a prayer would be
impossible. We can repeat it when
unable to sleep, when subject to
physical pain or mental distress, or
at moments of temptation and
sudden crisis. It is a prayer for all
seasons, especially suitable for our
contemporary age of anxiety, living as
we do in a time-starved society. The
Jesus Prayer is never out of place.
What is key to the use of this
prayer is the “repetition” of the prayer.
Something happens to us when we
repeat something over and over again.
The effect, then, of the ’free use’ of
the Jesus Prayer is to integrate our
prayer time and our work time, to turn
our work itself into prayer, and so to
make the secular sacred. In the words
of St. Theophan the recluse, “The
hands at work, the mind and heart
with God.” “A Christian is the one who,
wherever he or she looks, finds
Christ everywhere , and rejoices in
Him. Have your tried using the Jesus Prayer
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan

EPISCOPAL VISITATION
Sunday May 1st

Next weekend we will
have the privilege and
pleasure to welcome
into our community our
Bishop, Bishop Benedict.
According to Church
Law, a bishop is charged with visiting
all of the parishes in the Eparchy that
he serves.
A Hierarchical Divine Liturgy will be
served at 10 AM followed by a
catered luncheon in our Social Hall. All
are invited to attend and to meet
Bishop Benedict.
We need a head count of who will
be coming to the Liturgy and the
luncheon: (1) in order to prepare
sufficient Holy Communion hosts and
(2) because the luncheon will be
catered. We need this information by
Tuesday of this coming week.
Further, a good-will offering will be
accepted and appreciated to help
defray the expenses of the visitation. A
honorarium is typically offered to the
bishop to defray the expenses of his
travel. Any help you can provide will be
greatly appreciated. It would be
appreciated if you could provide the
requested information today or by
calling Corinne Boyko
@734-451-1893
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CALLED TO HOLINESS
As I reflect upon all
that
we
have
celebrated
during
the past week, I
realize that the call
to holiness is all
about believing that
the Creator-God of
the Universe so
loves His creation
that the only thing that He wants is for
us to understand that he loves us.
Think about this. Why would God,
Who created all things out of love by
sharing His life with His creation, want
anything but to have His creation
grow in its union with Him. He did
everything in His power to make
sure that His creation, especially
humankind, created in the likeness of
His Son, would grow in greater union
with Him. That is why the one primary
goal God established for humankind
is the actualization of the potential
humans have to become more like
Christ. Why? Because the process of
personal transformation allows us to
advance in our likeness of Jesus and
become all that God intended when
He created us. It is His desire
that we return His love for us by
doing everything
(Continued on page 8)
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THE DIVINE LITURGY: IT’S MEANING AND PURPOSE
The Divine Liturgy, or the Eucharist, is
the very center of the whole life of the
Church, the Sacrament of Christ’s
Presence among us and of His
Communion with us. (It should be
noted that Christ is present to us in all
of the seven Mysteries [Sacraments[).
This sacrament is the essential
sacrament of the
Church , for nothing
in the Church can be
achieved
without
communion
with
Christ in the Holy
Eucharist. It is the
actual partaking of
the bread and wine
as the Body and
Blood of Jesus Christ
that the assembly
of true worshipping
believers finds it
purpose and the
Divine Liturgy its climax and intention.
“We study those tangible aspects of
the liturgy that have always been
important to the experience of
worship, according to Edward Foley, in
order to comprehend the way in which
the worshipping assembly perceives
the doctrines of the Church by
partaking of its Sacred Mysteries.
Therefore, it follows that the only
context in which the rule of faith may
be truly nurtured is that of the rule of
prayer; the mystical reality of the
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worshipping community substantiates
its doctrines. In explaining the ways in
which the liturgical life of the church
should be examined, one author
clearly portrays the eucharistic
celebration as the summit of all
liturgical experience, saying:
The Sacrament of Eucharist is the
Sacrament of all the
sacraments. In it the
Church (i.e., the visible
community)
is
changed into the
church, the Body of
Christ, the new People
of God, the Temple of
the Holy Spirit. This is
achieved by means of
a
sacrificial
and
eucharistic
meal,
instituted by Christ
Himself, at which the
whole Church offers to
God, in Christ’s name,
the sacrifice of praise,
commemorating the Death and
Resurrection of the Lord. And having
acknowledged the transformation of
the Bread and Wine, the elements of
our offering and “memorial” into the
Body and Blood of Christ, the
Church partakes of them in perfect
communion with Him.

This is clearly the Eastern Christian’s
understanding that the Eucharist is the
fullest expression of the worship of the
faithful people of God which extends
far beyond the 20th century.
More to follow!
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THOUGHTS ON THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY
The Resurrection is Reasonable. Our
bodily resurrection is certainly known
by faith: It is part of God’s revelation to
the human race. Nevertheless, it is
also consistent with human reason. St.
Paul makes a comparison with what
we know in nature. “Whatever you sow
in the ground,” he explains, “has to die
before it is given new life. And the
thing that you sow is not what is going
to come. You sow a bare grain, say of
wheat or something
like that, and then
God gives it the sort
of body that He has
chosen. Each sort of
seed gets its own sort
of body” (I Corinthians
15:37-38). Something
like this takes place
when our body dies. It
is, as it were, sown in
the ground. Then, in
God’s own time, He
will raise up from this
buried seed the risen
body of our glorified
humanity.
All Human Beings Will Rise Again.
Although the stress in Scripture is
on the resurrection of the just, faith
tells us that all human beings, the just
and the unjust, will rise from their
graves. St. Paul’s all-inclusive
language is plain. “As in Adam,” he
says, “all die, so also in Christ shall all
be made alive” (I Corinthians 15:22).
The Eastern HERALD

Of course, the condition of all who rise
will not be the same. In one of the
most formal prophecies He ever made,
Christ foretells why and how He will
judge the whole human race on the
last day.
I tell you most solemnly the hour
will come – in fact it is here already –
when the dead will hear the voice of
the Son of God, and all who hear it will
live. For the Father, who is the source
of life, has made the
Son the source of life;
and because He is
the Son of Man
has appointed Him
supreme judge. Do
not be surprised at
this, for the hour is
coming when the
dead will leave their
graves at the sound of
His voice. Those who
did good will rise
again to life; those
who did evil to
condemnation (John
5:25-29).
Divine revelation further teaches
about two classes of people who will
rise on the last day: those who will
have died over the previous centuries,
and those who will be alive on the Day
of Judgment. The latter will first die
and then they, too, will rise from the
dead with the rest of the human race
(I Thessalonians 4:16-17).
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
St. Michael the Archangel
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church
6340 Chase Road
Dearborn, MI 48126

Sunday, April 24 - Anti-Pasch - Weekend of St. Thomas
10:00 AM - Health of George Durisin; Semak Family (Birthday)
+ Mike & Eva Papinchak; Bob & Corrine Boyko
+ Mary Mihalko; Kotlinski Family

THOMAS WEEK

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D.
Pastor

Rectory: (313) 582-1424
Cell: (313) 580-4412
WRuchgy@gmail.com

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Sundays @ 10:00 AM
Ukrainian & English
Weekdays @ 8:00 AM
English

SACRAMENTS

Monday, April 25 - Mark, Apostle-Evangelist
No Service Scheduled
Tuesday, April 26 - Basil, Bishop-Martyr
No Service Scheduled
Wednesday, April 27 - Simeon, Bishop-Martyr
No Service Scheduled
Thursday, April 28 - Jason & Sosipater, Apostles
No Service Scheduled
Friday, April 29 - Nine Holy Martyrs of Cyzice
No Service Scheduled

Penance
By Appointment

Saturday April 30 - James the Greater, Apostle

Baptism & Matrimony
In most instances membership
required for six months

Sunday, May 1 - Weekend of the Myrrh-Bearers
10:00 AM - Bishop Benedict’ Visitation

Funerals
Membership of an immediate
family member required

Parish Life Council
Bob & Corinne Boyko
734.451.1893
John & Janet Dicky
586.755.3129
Daria Drobny
313.791-0292
Robert Krokosky
248.734.7078
Leo & Mary LaDouceur
313.278.7378
Rev Deacon Leonard Mier
313.584-6795
Greg & Esther Petrovich
734.453-4354
Rafic Vawter
313.624.9867

No Service Scheduled

(Continued from page 5 - Called to Holiness)

in our power to change the way we think
and behave. He calls us to personal
transformation and growth since that is the
primary purpose of this earthly existence.
Our earthly life presents us with the
opportunities to change. These opportunities are presented to us in the challenges that life
presents to us. We only grow and change when we are
challenged to do so.
One of the problems is, however, that we humans
don’t like and resist change. Spiritual growth requires
change. The biggest challenge I see we humans have to
face is the challenge of not responding to others in the
same manner as they do to us but, rather, responding to
others as Jesus would, that is with unconditional love.
We must assume the personal responsibility to respond
to other as Jesus would and not as we would
instinctively respond to them. This is the real challenge
of life. We can do it with the help of God’s Spirit within
us.
http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org - and - Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn
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THE HEART OF CHRISTIANITY IN A TIME OF CHANGE
Christians in North America today are deeply
divided about the heart of Christianity. We live
in a time of major conflict in the church. Millions
of Christians are embracing an emerging way of
seeing Christianity’s heart. Millions of other
Christians continue to embrace an earlier vision
of Christianity, often insistently defending it
as “traditional” Christianity and as the only
legitimate way of being Christian.
The familiar labels of “conservative” and
“liberal” do not work very well, because both are
imprecise. “Conservative” covers a spectrum
ranging from Jerry Falwell and Pat Robertson to
C.S. Lewis to (perhaps) Karl Barth. The latter two
would find the first two to be strange bedfellows.
“Liberal” can be applied to a range of Christians
from those with a strong sense of the reality
of God and a deep commitment to the
Christian tradition to advocates of a nontheistic
Christianity for whom “tradition” is a negative
term. Thus “conservative” and “liberal” don’t tell
us very much.
Moreover, there is much about the emerging
way of being Christian that is conservative
and traditional: it conserves the tradition by
recovering it and envisioning it afresh. And there
is much about the earlier way of being Christian
that is innovative: its most distinctive features
are largely the product of the last few hundred
years. Indeed, both are modern products.
Neither can claim to be the Christian tradition.
Both are ways of seeing the tradition.
The differences between their earlier and
emerging ways of seeing Christianity are being
Christian involve specific conflicts as well as
more foundational issues. These include how to
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see the Bible, God, Jesus,
faith, and the Christian life.
I shall, darning the
coming weeks, share some
specific issues that divide
the contemporary church.
These do not all impact our
Eastern Christian Church. We
should, however, be aware of
them since we need to take
a positive stance on them in
the name of Jesus Christ. For
example: transgenderism is
a reality in our world and has
impacted Ukrainian GreekCatholic families. It is very
important that we don’t
automatically denounce it
but try to response to this
issue as we believe Jesus
would have.
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FAITH: THE WAY OF THE HEART
Faith is at the heart of Christianity. Its centrality
goes back to the New Testament (NT). All but
two of its 27 books use the noun “faith” or the
verb “believe”. Moreover, the NT gives its crucial
significance. Jesus spoke of it often, making
statements such as “Your faith has made you
well”. For Paul, we are “justified” - that is, made
right with God - “by grace through faith.” In the
11th chapter of Hebrews. the Jewish Bible
becomes a story of faith. The author of Hebrews
extols its heroes as having lived by faith: “by
faith our ancestors received approval.” Then
follows a litany beginning with Abel: “By faith,
Abel...by faith, Enoch...by faith, Noah...by faith,
Abraham...”through Moses and unnamed
people, climaxing with Jesus, “the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith”.
Probably the most widely know Bible verse
emphasizes the importance of believing. To
quote John 3:16: “for God so loved the world
that he gave his only begotten son, that
whosoever believes in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life”.
Faith is utterly central to the Christian life.
but what does the word mean? In the history of
Christianity, it has four primary meanings. The
first of these is closest to faith as a “matter of
the head.” The remaining three all understand
faith as a “matter of the heart.”
Faith as Assensus. The meaning of the Latin
word assensus is suggested by its closest
English equivalent: “assent.” This is faith as
belief - that is, as giving one’s mental assent to
a proposition, as believing that a claim or
statement is true. Sometimes called a
propositional understanding of faith, it is the
dominant meaning today, both within the church
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and outside it.
But this notion - that
Christian faith is primarily
about belief, about a “head”
matter - is recent. It is
illuminating to see how this
happened. Two developments
account for its dominance in
modern Western Christianity.
The first is the Protestant
Reformation, which not only
emphasized faith, but also
produced a number of new
denominations. Each defined
itself by distinguishing itself
from other protestants by
which they “believed”, that is,
by their distinctive doctrines or
confessions.
More to follow!
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EASTERN CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY: TO OPEN ONE’S HEART
All of us have to learn about the person, that is to
say how to arrive at knowledge of self and
knowledge of others. This is a noble task to
achieve in existence. Socrates had already
assigned the famous “know thyself” as the aim
of philosophy. Christ invites people to explore the
depths of the “me’ when he asks them to search
for the Kingdom, because, he says, “It is within
you. This phrase is paradoxical, for we think of
the Kingdom in terms of space, of an extrinsic
place, and not in terms of the spiritual life, a
communion with God. On his cross, the good
thief proclaims to Christ: “Lord, remember me
when you come into your kingdom.” He receives
this reply: “Today you will be with me in
paradise.” Paradise or the Kingdom is to be with
Christ, in communion with him. Christ urges us to
search for the Kingdom, to search for this
mysterious reality of the Kingdom that, once
discovered, will make us fully human and will
give us fullness of life.
With self-knowledge there is the knowledge
of the neighbor whom Christ asks us to love, and,
even for good measure, to love him as we love
ourselves. I have always been struck by the fact
that the kiss of peace in the Liturgy - something
we have put on hold since COVID 19 - is
exchanged just before the proclamation of the
Creed. In fact we prayer: “Let us love one another
so that we may profess the Creed with one
mind and heart. Before we utter a word about
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God, before we discern his
mystery in order to know
him as much as is possible,
we make a gesture of love
which is meant to be real
since it is extended to real
people, those with whom
we worship. Thus, love of
neighbor elevates us to the
love of God, just as the love
of God turns us toward the
neighbor. We must realize
that the love of God and
neighbor are intimately
bound together!
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