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December 25th  
 

The Nativity in the Flesh of 
Our Lord, God and Savior 
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FIRST ANTIPHON FOR CHRISTMAS 
 

Happy the man who fears the Lord,/  
who takes delight in all His commands. 
 O Son of God, born of a virgin,/  
 save us who sing to You: Alleluia. 
His sons will be powerful on earth;/  
the children of the upright are blessed. 
 O Son of God, born of a virgin,/  
 save us who sing to You: Alleluia. 
Riches and wealth are in His house;/  
His justice stands firm forever. 
 O Son of God, born of a virgin,/  
 save us who sing to You: Alleluia. 

 
SECOND ANTIPHON FOR CHRISTMAS  

 
The Lord's revelation to my master:/  
Sit on my right: your foes I will put beneath your feet. 
 O Son of God, born of a virgin,/  
 save us who sing to You: Alleluia. 
The Lord will wield from Zion His scepter of power:/  
rule in the midst of all your foes. 
 O Son of God, born of a virgin,/  
 save us who sing to You: Alleluia. 
A prince from the day of Your birth on the holy 
mountain;/  
from the womb before the dawn I begot you. 
 O Son of God, born of a virgin,/  
 save us who sing to You: Alleluia 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN 
 

Before the daystar, like the dew, I have begotten You,/  
 the Lord has sworn and He will not repent: You are 
 a priest forever, according to the order of  
 Melchisedech 
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TROPAR AND KONDAK 
 
Your birth, O Christ our God, has shed upon the world the 
light of knowledge; for through it, those who worshiped the 
stars have learned from a star to worship You, the Sun of 
Justice, and to recognize You as the Orient from on high: 
glory be to You, O Lord. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit, now and ever and forever. Amen. 
 
Today the Virgin gives birth to Perfect Essence and the 
earth offers a cave to the Inaccessible. The angels sing His 
glory with the shepherds; the wise men journey with the 
star, for there is born for us an Infant Child, God Eternal. 

 
THRICE HOLY HYMN 

All you who have been baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ, Alleluia. 

 
PROKEMEN 

Let all the earth worship and sing praise to You,/ 
sing praise to Your Name. 
 Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth,/  
 sing praise to His name; give to Him glorious 
 praise. 
 
Epistle: Galatians §209 [4:4-7].  

ALLELUIA 
 

ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA 
 The heavens proclaim the glory of God/  
 and the firmament shows forth the work of His 
 hands. 
ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA 
 Day unto day takes up the story,/  
 and night unto night makes known the message. 
ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA. 
 
Gospel: Matthew §3 [2:1-12].  
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HYMN TO THE MOTHER OF GOD 
 

O my soul, extol Christ the King born in a cave.  
I contemplate a divine and marvelous mystery: heaven has 

become a cave; the throne of Cherubim, a virgin; and 
the manger an honorable place in which lays Christ 

God, the Incomprehensible.  
Let us praise and extol Him. 

 
COMMUNION VERSE 

The Lord has sent deliverance to His people./ 
He has ratified His covenant forever. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 

AMBON PRAYER 
 

Christ our God, from before all ages, You shone 
forth from the eternal Father and were not liable to 
suffering. Yet in these our days You took flesh and 
were born from a holy Virgin. You became poor for our 
sakes, that in Your poverty we might become rich. 
As a newborn child You were wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and laid in a manger although, as God, You 
encompass all things. 
 
Master, receive this our worthless praise as You 
received the praise of the shepherds and the worship and 
the gifts of the Magi. Grant that we may be worthy to 
join Your heavenly host and be shown to be heirs of the 
joy of the heaven You prepared for those who rightly 
celebrate Your birth. 
 
For You love men, and to You we give glory, 
together with Your eternal Father, and Your all-holy, 
good and life-creating Spirit, now and ever and 
forever. 
 
AMEN. 
 

 


