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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND 
On this 25th weekend after Pentecost, 

our readings are taken from St. Paul’s 

Letter to the Ephesians and also 

Luke’s Gospel. Paul exhorts the      

Ephesians and us to consider the truth 

that all humans form one mystical 

body with Christ and they are joined in 

one relationship with God. He reminds 

us that there is one Lord, one faith, 

one baptism; one God and Father of 

all, who is over all, and works through 

all and is in all. This is Paul’s unique 

vision of humankind.   

 Paul further exhorts us to live a life 

worthy of the calling we have received, 

with perfect “humility, meekness and 

patience, bearing with one another    

lovingly”. Paul’s thoughts are truly very 

profound.  

 The Gospel message is very          

interesting and highlights the            

difference between the Old and New 

Testaments. The rich young man asks 

Jesus this: what must I do to share in 

everlasting life? Jesus first quotes the 

primary commandments of the Old 

Testament. These include: do not        

commit adultery; do not kill; do not 

steal; do not bear dishonest witness; 

and honor your father and mother. The 

young man exclaims that he has kept 

these commandments since he was a 

boy. Jesus then adds: Sell all you have 

and give to the poor. This was not a 

part of the Old Testament. Jesus, in 

effect, stipulates that to have            

everlasting life it is not about keeping 

rules but, rather, about how we treat 

others, especially those less fortunate 

than us. Everlasting life is truly          

connected to how we treat others.  

 When you think about it, this is    

exactly what Paul suggests when he 

reminds us that we are all part of one 

mystical body - we are all part of Christ 

and, therefore, it is important how we 

treat one another. We must see all 

other humans as our equals and      

sharing the same life-force.  

 If we see others in this manner, we 

will, at the same time, keep the      

commandments that Jesus quoted. 

The Jesus way of living takes into       

account the commandments while   

stressing the importance of how we 

interact with all others.                                   
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THIS IS MY BELOVED SON 

The story of the Transfiguration, as most of the 

miracles, teachings and other events from the 

life of Christ, is revealed at different levels. We 

start with Christ as He is revealed to us through 

the New Testament, in the testimony of the   

Gospels. But after we enter the story at this 

point, we may also read the Old Testament as a 

prophetic book that paves the way for the        

revelation of Christ. The early church saw a     

prefiguration of the Transfiguration of Christ in 

the shining face of Moses, when he came down 

from Mount Sinai - and thus was able to discern 

a deeper meaning in this event from Exodus. 

Moses and Elijah, who appeared with Jesus on 

the mountain of the Transfiguration, represent 

the partial revelation of God that was given to 

them and to the people of the Old Testament, 

which could only be given fully in Christ.          

Therefore, when we consider the plight of the 

Israelites in the desert, or the prophets who 

spurned kings and rulers for their lack of faith 

and talked to them about God, we can reflect on 

the fullness of the presence of God, which we 

knew after he was born as a human being.  

 Of course the biblical stories are never simply 

pieces of information. Even to read them with 

an open mind and heart is not enough. We can 

remember here a short story from the eighth 

chapter of the book of Acts, which mentions an 

Ethiopian dignitary who was reading the       

prophecy of Isaiah while he was in his chariot. 

Philip the deacon heard him and asked, “Do you 

understand what you are reading?” The               

Ethiopian’s response was, “How can I, unless 

someone guides me?” He was right, and the     

acknowledgment of his weakness was the first 

step in his journey from the words to the Word. 

Following this, Philip told the Ethiopian dignitary 

 

things that the book could not 

tell him, and led him to a faith 

that he could not reach on his 

own. He explained to him how 

the fulfilment of the prophecy 

of Isaiah was Jesus Christ, 

and how Christ was the       

deeper meaning of the book.  

 We are in the same position 

as the Ethiopian dignitary. For 

this reason the theology and 

the tradition of the church 

and the inspiration of the Holy 

Spirit are indispensable tools 

in our attempt to penetrate 

Scripture.  

 If we open our hearts, minds 

and souls to the words of 

Scripture, we will gain insight. 

To this, however, we must   

also add tradition and the 

Church’s teachings about the 

meaning of Scripture.  
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ST BASIL’S THOUGHTS ON GENESIS 

In this article I have been           

presenting the thoughts of St. 

Basil the Great on the book of 

Genesis to give my readers a 

different understanding of this 

book. It was never meant to be 

a historical account of God       

creating the universe and         

humankind. The ancients did 

not really understand the        

question about whether or not 

nonfunctional matter was      

eternal, and so they did not ask 

it. Their gods, weak and 

changeable as they were,      

gave them no incentive to               

inquire about the issue. But   

Israel’s faith in their God’s                  

transcendent power did push 

them  to  ask  the  question and  

ST BASIL THE GREAT 

inquire.  

 In this sense, the resolution of the issue of 

creation ex nihilo (out of nothing), though not 

taught explicitly in the Genesis story, is        

present there in seminal form. The narrative 

speaks of precreation material, but the         

exalted view of God, present in both the      

Genesis narrative and the Hebrew Scriptures 

generally, pushes the reader to ask a fresh 

and revolutionary question and to answer it in 

a new way. Creation ex nihilo is present in the 

sacred text not as an explicit teaching but as 

a trajectory. The doctrine arises not from strict 

exegesis but as a fruit of meditation upon the 

uniqueness and power of Israel’s God.  

 Whether you are aware of it or not, there is 

a second creation story in Genesis and it      

differs from the first one. Scholars have long 

noted the change of the divine name: in the 

first story the Creator is referred to as 

“Elohim,” while in this second story the text 

refers to Him as “Yahweh” or Yahweh Elohim 

(or “Yahweh God”). This commentary does not 

speculate about earlier sources possibly used 

in the writing of the received canonical text, or 

about the relative value of identifying multiple 

authors of these sources. But it does seem 

that the use of a different name for God here 

witnesses to a separate creation tradition. In 

other words, it is unhelpful to try to harmonize 

this story with the preceding one and thus 

force the two tales to say the same thing. The 

two stories have different lessons to teach, 

and we must listen to them with humility and 

let the writer of this second story teach us as 

he wishes.  
Why not pick up Genesis and read it again!   
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan 

THE NEW LIFE 
As I shared in last 

week’s Bulletin, I will 

be sharing thoughts 

on the meaning of 

the phrase that we 

humans have been 

created in the 

“IMAGE” and unto 

the “LIKENESS” of God. The theme of 

the “IMAGE” goes back to a twofold 

source, one scriptural and the other 

philosophic. 

 There are several passages in    

Scripture which speak, in various      

contexts, of the image of God. The 

basic text is Genesis 1:26-27, describing 

the creation of man. The weight of the 

description is derived not so much from 

the term ‘image’ (the Semitic mentality 

is not ‘formal’), as from the context of 

the revelation proper to Scripture: man 

is ‘on the side’ of God. Adam comes 

from God just as he begets children 

himself. A study of the Pauline          

theology of Christ as the image of God 

allows us to divide the texts into two 

groups, one which presents Christ as 

the image of God, the other which 

deals with Christ as the model for 

Christians.  

 The Fathers       (Continued on page 8) 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 
Sunday, December 8th 

We plan on putting 

up our Christmas   

decorations next   

Sunday immediately      

after the Liturgy. Any 

and all help is greatly 

appreciated. The 

more people, the 

sooner it all get’s 

done 
*************** 

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE 
Christmas Eve  

December 24 - 10 PM 

Christmas Day 
December 25 - 10 AM  

Synaxis of the Mother of God 
December 26 - 8 AM 

Protomartyr Stephen 
December 27 - 8 AM 

Sunday after Christmas 
December 29 - 10 AM  

NEW YEAR’S DAY 

January 1 - 10 AM 

 

Don’t complain about things 

you’re unwilling to change 
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PRAYERS FOR ST. PHILIP’S FAST 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1st 
Heavenly Father, the time of preparation 

for the Winter Theophanies is quickly 

passing. Help me to double my efforts to 

spiritually prepare myself for their       

celebration. Help me not to get so 

caught up in the secular celebration of 

Christmas that I forget what I am called 

to celebrate. I am called to celebrate 

that You, my God, became man in order 

that I might grow in my likeness of      

Jesus, who is the model for how humans 

should live. Help me to make Christmas 

a spiritual time, remembering that Jesus 

is, through me, being born in the world 

today. He is born when I make every   

attempt to live like Him. I make this 

prayer to You Who I call Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit. AMEN.    
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 2nd 
Heavenly Father, as we get closer to the 

feast of Christmas, the feast that         

celebrates Your Son coming into the 

world as a human being, help me to 

think about how I will celebrate this 

great feast. Help me to understand that 

I have been called to take Jesus’ place 

in my world and bear witness to Your 

great love for humankind. Help me to 

work, as Jesus did, to make Your        

Kingdom real by the way that I choose to 

treat others. Help me to make          

Christmas a spiritual time by expressing 

my love for others. I know that when I try 

to unconditionally love others, I make 

Your presence real. Give me the strength 

to live as Jesus did. I make this prayer to 

You Who I call Father, Son and Holy   

Spirit. AMEN.    

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3rd 
Heavenly Father help me to make the 

coming feast of Christmas truly a        

spiritual time by the way I celebrate it. 

Christmas, I know, is one of the feasts 

that stresses Your great love for me and 

all humankind. Your Son became a man 

so that I might have a model for how I 

can grow in Your likeness. I beg You to 

help me remember this and not observe 

it the way that society does by focusing 

on gift-giving. Help me to remember that 

things do not necessarily express my love 

for others. Help me to make sure that 

any gifts I give to others comes with my 

genuine love and thankfulness for them 

being a part of my life. I make this prayer 

to You Who I call Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit. AMEN.  
   

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4th 
Heavenly Father, as the Church            

celebrates today the memory of our      

Father among the saints, John             

Damascene, I recall that he thought of 

Christmas as the “Cradle of Redeeming 

Love”. Help me to see Christmas in this 

manner. It was through Your Son’s birth 

as a human being that You expressed 

Your great love for human beings. Help 

me to understand this and to respond to 

Your love by doing everything in my   

power to grow in my likeness of Jesus. 

Help me to truly believe that this is the 

purpose of my earthly existence. There is 

no more important task in this life than 

to actualize my potential to grow in Your 

likeness as seen in the Person of Jesus. I 

make this prayer to You Who I call       

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. AMEN.  
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PRAYERS FOR ST. PHILIP’S FAST 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 5th 
Heavenly Father, as I think about the 

mystery that we celebrate at Christmas, 

namely that Your Son became a human 

being in order to show me how to live, I 

am filled with awe. You gave me free 

will and, knowing that as a free person I 

could easily forget the true meaning of 

this earthly life, You sent Your Son Who 

revealed how to live in order to derive 

the greatest benefit from this earthly 

life. For the great love You have shown 

me, I am deeply thankful. Help me to 

express my thankfulness by doing      

everything in my power to grow in my 

likeness of Jesus, thus bringing glory 

and honor to You, my Heavenly Father.  I 

make this prayer to You Who I call      

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. AMEN.   
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6th 

Heavenly Father, today we remember 

among the saints our Father Nicholas, 

the patron of our Eparchy and truly one 

of the outstanding Fathers of the    

Eastern Church. He was a man who 

truly lived like Jesus lived. He made 

sure that he unconditionally loved    

others as himself. He did all in his   

power to make sure that others were 

accepted by him and that others were 

recognized as children of God. He truly 

expressed through his life that Jesus 

was a part of his life.  When you think 

about his life, you realize that he lived 

as Jesus lived. I ask you, Heavenly   

Father, to help me live like he did. I 

make this prayer to You Who I call      

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. AMEN.   

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7Th 

Heavenly Father, today the church    

remembers our father among the 

saints Ambrose. He was eloquent in 

his support of the true nature of Jesus, 

namely that Jesus was and is truly and 

fully God while, at the same time, truly 

and fully human. This dogma reveals 

to me that, like Jesus, I have an          

intimate relationship with You, my 

Heavenly Father. You are not only     

sharing Your life-force with me but 

have chosen to make me a dwelling 

place for Your Spirit. For this I am 

deeply thankful. I beg Your help in    

living with this always in mind. I make 

this prayer to You Who I call Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit. AMEN.   
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8th 
Heavenly Father help me to continue my 

preparation for the great winter feasts of 

Christmas and Theophany. They are 

feasts which remind me that You         

revealed and continue to reveal Yourself 

to Your creation. Help me to find You in 

my world. Help me to recognize that it is 

Your desire to come into the world 

through me. I can help make You        

present to my world by the way that I 

live and treat others. I can make the 

world a better place by unconditionally 

loving others, living the way that Jesus 

lived. It only requires that I choose to live 

like He lived. Help me. I make this      

prayer to You Who I call Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit. AMEN.    
 

How are you observing this  

St. Philip’s Fast? 
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St. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church  

6340 Chase Road 

Dearborn, MI 48126 
 

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D. 

Pastor 
 

Rectory: (313) 582-1424 

Cell: (313) 580-4412 

WRuchgy@gmail.com 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sundays @ 10:00 AM  

Ukrainian & English 
 

 

Weekdays @ 8:00 AM 

English 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Penance 

By Appointment 
 

Baptism & Matrimony 

In most instances membership 

required for six months  
 

Funerals  

Membership of an immediate family 

member required 
 

 

 

Parish Life Council 
 

Bob & Corinne Boyko  

734.451.1893 
 

John & Janet Dicky 

586.755.3129 
 

Daria Drobny 

313.791-0292 
 

Robert Krokosky 

248.431.9554 
 

Leo & Mary LaDouceur 

313.278.7378 
 

Gordon Malaniak 

734.564.9817 
 

Leonard Mier 

313.584-6795 
 

Greg & Esther Petrovich 

734.453-4354 
 

 

Rafic Vawter 

313.624.9867 

 

http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org   - and -   Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn 

(Continued from page 5 - The New Life) 

based their themes of the image on 

Scripture but amplified them with 

the help of abundant materials     

taken from Greek philosophy.       

The very concept of assimilation is 

derived from Plato. According to the 

famous formulation in Plato’s work 

Theaetetus, the duty of the sage 

was “to fly away from earth to      

heaven as quickly as possible; and to fly away is to 

become like God as far as this is possible; and to 

become him is to become holy, just and wise” This 

idea became a commonplace in Stoic circles and in 

Neoplatonism; it occupied an important place in the 

hermetic writings, and is intimately linked to the 

thought of Plotinus.  

 Philosophy is truly a handmaid of theology and 

helps us understand the study of God.  

Sunday, December 1 - 25th Sunday after Pentecost - Tone 8 

       10:00 AM - John Kushner; John and Janet Dicky 

26th WEEK AFTER PENTECOST - TONE 1 

Monday, December 2 - Habakkuk, Prophet 

     8:00 AM -  Special Intention 

Tuesday, December 3 - Zachariah, Prophet - John Damascene  

       No Service Scheduled 

Wednesday, December 4 - Barbra, Great Martyr - John Damascene  

       8:00 AM -  Special Intention 

Thursday, December 5 - Sabbas, Venerable 

       No Service Scheduled 

Friday, December 6 - Nicholas of Myra  

       8:00 AM -  Special Intention 

Saturday, December 7 - Ambrose, Archbishop  

       No Service Scheduled 

Sunday, December 8 - 26th Sunday after Pentecost - Tone 1 

       10:00 AM - Stephen, Mary, Stephen & Catherine; Kotlinski Family 
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COURAGE TO PRAY 

Encounter is central to prayer. It is the basic             

category of revelation, because revelation itself is 

an encounter with God who gives us a new vision of 

the world. Everything is encounter, in scripture as in 

life. It is both personal and universal, unique and 

exemplary. It always has two poles: encounter with 

God and in him with creation, an encounter with 

man in his depths rooted in God’s creative will, 

straining towards fulfilment when God will be all in 

all. This encounter is personal because each of us 

must experience it for himself, we cannot have it 

second-hand. It is our own, but it also has a            

universal significance because it goes beyond our 

superficial and limited ego. This encounter is unique 

because for God as for one another when we truly 

see, each of us is irreplaceable and unique. Each 

creature knows God in his own way. Each one of us 

knows God in our own way which no one else will 

ever know unless we tell them. And at the same 

time because human nature is universal, each       

encounter is exemplary. It is a revelation to all of 

what is known personally by each.  

 We should try and analyze this encounter         

carefully, because if we do not know the laws it      

follows we may let it slip away. It is always a mutual 

encounter. It is always a discovery not only of the 

other but of ourselves. It is always a relationship. 

Perhaps the best image for it is a stained glass    

window. The light shining through it shows up its    

design, its colors, its beauty and its meaning. But at 

the same time the window itself by its design,       

colors, beauty and meaning reveals for us the         

invisible light beyond it. Thus the window and the 

light are discovered in relationship to one another. 

Discovering God in his serene eternity and in the 

man of sorrows who was the incarnate word, is     

also a discovery of the  greatness  of man. When we   

discover the depths in 

man, we go beyond the 

front he presents to us 

and discover his destiny 

which is not individual but 

personal. This destiny 

makes him more than an 

example of humankind; it 

makes him the member 

of a mysterious body, the 

whole of mankind, which 

is where God’s presence 

is.  

 Prayer opens us up to 

the true mystery of life, 

especially as we come to 

an understanding that 

God is Life and that this 

same LIFE fills all living 

things and creation. When 

we come to this awesome 

awareness, we change. 

We come to see ourselves 

in a different way.  
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BUILDING BLOCKS OF EASTERN CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY 

 Another building block of Eastern spirituality is the 

internalization of a correct “vision” of who we      

humans are in God’s creation. According to St.    

Athanasius, the purpose of Christ’s coming was 

that we might understand that we are the temple, 

the dwelling place, of God’s Spirit here on earth 

and that when we begin to truly appreciate this fact 

we are “transformed.” “The Son”, Athanasius 

writes, has given us the first-fruits of the Spirit so 

that we may be transformed into sons and       

daughters of God, according to the image of the 

Son of God.” It is only through the indwelling of the 

Spirit in the church that we have the personal      

possibility of growing in our likeness of God. In the 

icon of Pentecost, we see the Spirit coming upon 

the Church (in the person of the Apostles). Creation 

does not come alive until it receives the life of the 

Spirit.  

 We are not fully alive or human until we            

recognize the life of the Spirit within us. A light bulb 

is not fulfilling its purpose unless it is connected to 

a power source and electricity courses through it. A 

stained glass window is not all it is meant to be   

until sunlight is pouring through it. While the     

electricity and sunlight are not part of the bulb or 

window, these things are not complete until the 

light or power actually do pass through and fill 

them. Unless our spirit is united to the Spirit of 

God, we do not have the life that enables us to 

grow in the likeness of God.  

 Everything we do as Christians depends on this 

fact: the Holy Spirit dwells in us, giving us the help 

we need to actualize the potential we have to grow 

in the likeness of God, sharing in the divine nature. 

This is why we strive to live a moral life: not          

because there are laws that must be obeyed, but 

because we ourselves are temples of the Holy      

Spirit  Who  dwells  in  us. We are set  apart - made 

 

holy - and we do not use 

holy things for unworthy 

purposes. We are “set 

apart” because we are    

being transfigured after 

the likeness of God by the 

Spirit.  

 How we envision       

ourselves is critical. Do we 

truly believe that God’s 

Spirit dwells within us? 

This will be demonstrated 

by the way that we choose 

to live. God has given us 

His Spirit but His Spirit 

does not overpower our 

spirit, making us robots. 

God has also given us free 

will. He desires that we 

freely respond to His love 

and that we desire to be 

transformed into people 

like Jesus.   
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A careful reader of the Bible, especially 

the New Testament (NT), may conclude 

that Christians are not merely human 

anymore. For example after the death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ,       

Christians are spoken of as a new     

creation. After the   

pouring out of the Holy 

Spirit at Pentecost, 

Christians are spoken of 

as being born again and 

being filled with God’s 

Holy Spirit. Other NT 

texts speak about    

Christians being in 

Christ and being      

transformed into Christ, 

who is considered God. 

 Biblical texts such 

as these contribute to 

the Christian concept of 

Theosis - the doctrine that examines 

how humans are divinized. The word 

Theosis is not found in the Bible. It was 

first used by some early Christian       

theologians who developed the         

concept and doctrine of Theosis.       

Theosis is a transliteration of the Greek 

word, from the root theos, which 

means “god” So, theosis literally 

means “being made god” or “being 

made like god.” Some theologians use 

the word “deification” or “divinization” 

instead. The meaning of the word is 

simple, but explaining deification is 

complex.  

 The Greek Church Fathers used a 

number of words in      

order to explain the     

concept of theosis: “It is 

a transformation, union, 

participation, partaking, 

intermingling, elevation, 

and interpenetration to 

cite just a few.  

     Divinization implies 

our being intertwined 

with Christ, an influx of 

the divine, or the         

attainment of similitude 

with God. Theosis       

happens through our   

union with God. The Church Fathers 

used several illustrations from daily life 

to help explain theosis. For example, 

our union with God can be pictured as 

a marriage between a man and a   

woman, where two people become 

one, but remain separate identities. 

Union with God does not take away our 

separate identity.  
More to follow! 

THE SPIRITUALITY OF THE CHRISTIAN EAST 



 

 


