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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND 

This weekend we celebrate the feast of 

Pentecost - 50 days after Easter. It is 

also called the “birthday” of the Church 

since the Apostles were filled with the 

Holy Spirit and came out of hiding and 

began preaching the “way” of Jesus.   

 Our assigned readings are taken 

from ACTS and St. John’s Gospel. They 

both relate an episode that took place 

on the Jewish feast of Pentecost - 

ACTS referring to something that      

happened to the apostles and John’s 

Gospel relating a second event that     

happened on this festival to Jesus     

during His lifetime (i.e., John’s Gospel 

relates three separate things that    

happened to Jesus on the Feast of 

Booths).  

 The ACTS story relates how 

“tongues as of fire” appeared and 

came to rest on each of the apostles. 

After this event John relates that they 

were filled with the Holy Spirit and    

began to express themselves in foreign 

tongues and became bold and went 

forth from the upper room and began 

to proclaim the message of Jesus.  

 The story in John’s Gospel relates 

how Jesus got up on the last and     

greatest day of the festival of Booths 

and proclaimed: If anyone thirsts, let 

him come to me; let him drink who  

believes in me. Scripture has it: ’From 

within him rivers of living water shall 

flow. Again, as the story about the     

Samaritan Woman, John stresses that 

the message of Jesus, like the Torah, is 

like “living water” which brings life.  

 Does the message of Jesus give 

you strength to face the challenges     

of your life? It is meant to give us         

courage to face the vicissitudes of life. 

It can if we truly believe His message.  

 His message is one of hope! He 

tells us that if we place our hope and 

trust in God, we will not only be         

able to face the challenges of life              

unscathed but also be able to            

experience eternal life when we make 

our transition to the next life.  

 The Jesus message is a life-giving 

message! It calls us to live this life as a 

child of God! It gives us the meaning 

and purpose of life. 
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LIVING THE NEW LIFE 
Jesus offers us a new 

life - a new way of     

living which gives us 

the power to see the 

challenges of life as 

opportunities to grow 

spiritually and to find 

the true meaning and 

purpose of life. This is 

a life which is not dictated by instinct 

and the thoughts of society but, rather, 

by the revelation of God to humankind.  

 Of course this means that you have 

to believe that God chose from all    

eternity to come into the world as a 

human in order to reveal to us how to 

live.  

 Think about this. A Creator decides to 

create a species of beings that are 

made in His image and have the        

potential to grow in His likeness. 

Would He not, then, decide to come 

and show that species how to live in 

order to accomplish the meaning and 

purpose of the life given? We humans 

were created not perfect but, rather, 

created to grow and progress in our 

awareness of our meaning and         

purpose.   

 I know that the Western world has an 

entirely different idea about human 

life. In fact                 (Continued on page 6)  

REMEMBER THE DECEASED 
Today we pause and remember our 

deceased relatives and friends. We 

serve the Panahyda Service for those 

we love. Even if you have not sent in 

the names of people you want us to 

remember, pause during the service 

at the end of the streamed Liturgy and 

say their names. Our Church sings, 

outside of Paschal time, the song: 

Veechnaya Pamjat - Eternal Memory. 

We give to those who have gone       

before us “eternal memory” by taking 

the time to remember them in our 

prayers. It signifies that we truly       

believe that they are alive in a truly 

different dimension.  

*************** 

OPENING THE CHURCH 
The Parish Council is currently working 

on a plan to open the Church to those 

who wish to come and celebrate the 

Divine Liturgy. Tentatively they have 

selected June 28th which will be     

combined with the celebration of the 

feast of SS Peter and Paul. 

 The Council further plans to have a 

VIRITUAL GENERAL PARISH MEETING 

sometime before that date. We will 

use a computer program called ZOOM 

and, if you don’t have Internet, you will 

be able to participate using your 

phone.  
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BEING HUMAN - BEING IN THE IMAGE OF GOD 

I thought that in this time I would 

begin a series of articles about a very 

important pervasive idea in Eastern 

Spirituality, namely that humans are 

made in the image of God and what 

this means. I know that my readers 

realize that I have referred to this 

many different times. What does it 

mean that we have 

been made in the 

“image” of God? I 

would like to share 

some ideas about this 

based on the writing of 

Andrew Louth.  

 Absolutely central to 

the way in which the 

Fathers understand the 

nature of humanity is 

the notion that human 

beings are created in 

the “image” of God and 

infused with the        

potential to grow in His 

“likeness”. If you have 

read my Bulletins 

these words should come as no         

surprise to you. This doctrine is central 

not only to the Fathers’ understanding 

of human nature, but also to their     

theology as a whole. The foundation of 

the doctrine of the image is to be 

found in the creation narrative of      

Genesis, although its meaning has 

been greatly expanded by Christian 

writers who believe that Jesus Christ is 

the enfleshment of God Himself.  

 However, in the rest of the Bible     

little is made of this doctrine. In        

chapter 5 of Genesis, the events of the        

creation of man are summarized: “In 

the day that God made Adam, he 

made him in the image of God; male 

and female he made them, and he 

blessed them”. In the next verse, we 

are told thalt ‘Adam begat a child     

according to his form 

and according to his 

image; and he named 

his name Seth.”        

Thereafter, there is no 

mention of the doctrine 

of the image until       

the Wisdom literature, 

where we read that 

God ‘made humankind 

an image of his own 

self or eternity’ and 

that God ‘made them 

according to His image. 

Wisdom itself is said to 

be ‘an image of His 

goodness.  

  In the New Testament 

we are told that man (not woman) is 

‘the image and glory of God’, but it is 

Christ, too, who is said to be the image 

of God. Language of the image is used 

of our relationship to Christ: we are to 

be ‘conformed to the image of his Son’ 

according to St Paulo and that “we all, 

reflecting with unveiled fact the glory 

of the Lord, are being hanged into the 

same image from glory to glory.  
I truly believe that this is a critical concept to 

understand. if we are to spiritually grow! 
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BECOMING A HEALING PRESENCE 

God is everywhere and in everything if only we 

take the time to discover Him. Discovering God 

in the events and situations of life, leads to true 

prayer because prayer is simply an awareness 

of God in the present moment and then true 

communication with Him. Again this cannot 

happen if we do not have interior stillness.  

 Stillness coupled with an awareness of our 

breathing gradually opens our minds to God, 

rather like a door opening to a new unfolding, 

an unfolding of the wonder of being loved.  

 We need silence to still the chaos of the 

mind. As St. Gregory Palamas said, ”That is why 

some teachers recommend beginners to pay 

attention to the exhalation and inhalation of 

their breath, and to restrain it a little, so that 

while they are watching the breathing, the       

intellect, too, may be held in check.” Really, we 

are all beginners.  

 As we become aware of the other Presence 

within us, we become attuned to the truth that 

we have something to give that can heal others. 

We become increasingly aware of becoming a 

healing presence to ourselves, and hence, to 

others as well.  

 God placed our heart in the center of our 

chest as a gift - a gift of a life-giving energy    

supply. We begin our reflection on our heart 

with Jesus’ words, “For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also.” Our heart is our 

treasure-house.  

 What are we to do with this insight? St. 

Isaac said we dive into our physical heart to 

then enter the spiritual heart, the inner           

universe. Enter eagerly into the treasure house 

that is within you, and so you will see the things 

that are of heaven - for there is but one single 

entry to them both.          More to follow! 

As I have shared, in order to 

become a “healing presence” I 

must develop interior stillness. 

As we slow down to hear our 

breathing, we can become 

aware of an inner vastness 

opening up, a new dimension 

to our awareness. This is the 

beginning of an awareness of 

the holy presence of God.    

Within that space we can          

become alert to God guiding 

and strengthening us, aware of 

His voice. We slowly become 

aware of Him as our strength 

and our song.  

 It is true that sometimes 

the Lord provides wisdom in 

the unlikeliest of situations 

and circumstances. If you open 

your mind and heart to life, 

you will discover that life is like 

a treasure hunt. With an open 

heart and mind you will always 

be  surprised  at what you find.   
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http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org   - and -   Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn 

  

St. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church  

6340 Chase Road 

Dearborn, MI 48126 
 

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D. 

Pastor 
 

Rectory: (313) 582-1424 

Cell: (313) 580-4412 

WRuchgy@gmail.com 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sundays @ 10:00 AM  

Ukrainian & English 
 

 

Weekdays @ 8:00 AM 

English 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Penance 

By Appointment 
 

Baptism & Matrimony 

In most instances membership 

required for six months  
 

Funerals  

Membership of an immediate family 

member required 
 

 

 

Parish Life Council 
 

Bob & Corinne Boyko  

734.451.1893 
 

John & Janet Dicky 

586.755.3129 
 

Daria Drobny 

313.791-0292 
 

Robert Krokosky 

248.734.7078 
 

Leo & Mary LaDouceur 

313.278.7378 
 

Gordon Malaniak 

734.564.9817 
 

Rev Deacon Leonard Mier 

313.584-6795 
 

Greg & Esther Petrovich 

734.453-4354 
 

 

Rafic Vawter 

313.624.9867 

 
Sunday, May 31 - Weekend of Pentecost - Liturgy Live-Streamed  

      10:00 AM - Irene Durisin; Family (Birthday) - Deceased of Parishes  

PENTECOST WEEK 

Monday, June 1– Pentecost Monday  

     8:00 AM  + Special Intention  - Liturgy Streamed 

Tuesday, June 2 - Nicephor, Patriarch  

     No Service Scheduled 

Wednesday, June 3 - Lucillian & Others, Martyrs  

     No Service Scheduled 

Thursday, June 4 - Metrophanes, Patriarch  

      No Service Scheduled 

Friday, June 5 - Dorotheus, Bishop-Martyr  

       No Service Scheduled 

Saturday, June 6 - Bessarion & Hilary, Venerables 

       No Service Scheduled 

Sunday, June 7 - Weekend of All Saints  

      10:00 AM -  Special Intention - Liturgy Streamed 

(Continued from page 5 - Living The New Life) 

Western Christianity would have us 

believe that we were created perfect 

and then we, in the persons of Adam 

and Eve, messed this perfect life up. 

I cannot accept this. If we were      

perfect to begin with, we could never 

grow in our love for our Creator since 

we would be no more than robots. The Father-

Creator did not create robots or slaves, He created 

free-willed human beings that He only calls to         

respond to His love. Love is not real if it is compelled 

or impossible to reject. Since we are created in the 

image of the Creator, we had to have FREE WILL, 

have the power to freely choose.  

 God did everything that He could to help us see 

this. Children that are compelled to love their         

Fathers because they fear his punishment, do not 

really love their fathers. So ask yourself, how do you 

see the Heavenly Father?     
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So as we complete another sequence 

of weeks celebrating the feast of the 

Resurrection of Christ, what did you 

think about this year? Did the fact 

that we proclaimed for forty days that 

Jesus actually rose from the dead and 

spoke to people, mean 

anything to you? We, 

unfortunately, have 

never truly had the     

experience of someone 

coming back from the 

dead. Albeit, if you 

mention the name of 

someone who has died, 

I’m sure you will  sense 

their presence. If you 

have never done this, 

why not take the time 

today to mention the 

name of someone you 

loved who has died and 

then just sit and try to experience 

their presence. It is real, I can assure 

you.  

 The Lord’s Resurrection, as we have 

declared over and over again during 

the past 40 days, conquered Death by 

His death and declared that human 

life is truly immortal. Of course we will 

never experience immortal life if we 

don’t believe that Jesus actually rose 

from the dead. That is the crazy way 

human thinking is. If you don’t believe 

something, you can’t possibly, really           

experience it. Not that God stops you 

from experiencing it. You stop yourself 

because of your lack of 

belief. In order to        

experience something 

you have to actually   

believe that it is truly 

possible.  

     Think about this. It is 

our belief that the life 

which we experience is 

truly a sharing in the 

Divine Lifeforce and 

that all creation is filled 

with this Divine 

Lifefore. Now if you 

don’t believe this, how 

can you ever expect to 

experience this Divine Lifeforce? You 

can’t. Its something that you can’t   

believe. Our beliefs truly dictate what 

we are able to accept.  

 So my question is: Why would      

anyone not want to accept this belief? 

While we can’t prove it is true, what 

keeps us from thinking that it is truly 

possible?  Think about this! 

THE IMPACT OF THE RESURRECTION 
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