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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND
As we end the third week after Pentecost, our
readings are again taken from St. Paul’s Letter
to the Romans and St. Matthew’s Gospel. Both
readings present “religious teachings” which
give us insights into the “attitudes” that we must
adopt if we wish to be true followers of Jesus.
St. Paul shares his thoughts about “faith”,
“hope” and “love”. He begins by stating: Now
that we have been justified by faith, we are at
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Through Him...we boast of our hope for the glory
of God. He continues, a little further on in this
passage, to share this: This hope will not leave
us disappointed because the love of God has
been poured out in our hearts through the Holy
Spirit who has been given to us. So faith leads to
hope and hope to love. Which says, in effect,
that you cannot have hope without faith and that
you cannot experience love without hope. This is
something to truly think about.
The portion of Matthew’s Gospel that is
shared today speaks to “true riches”. Matthew
writes: You cannot give yourself to God and
money....do not worry about your livelihood....Is
not life more than food? Is not the body more
valuable than clothes?
Both of these readings should, I believe,
provoke serious thought! How do we look at life
and what attitudes do we have? The problem
that I see is that most frequently we don’t even
give these things much thought. We hear them
and just gloss over them. They sound, I think, too
“religious” and so we don’t take time to think
about them and reflect upon them.
For example, does your faith give you hope?
Dose your hope lead to love? Further, what are
the true riches in your life?
During this pandemic it seems that we think
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St Julian of Tarsus, Martyr
more about livelihood and
what we are to eat and drink.
This is understandable in
different ways. Does this,
however, distract us from the
important things of life?
It is my hope that we
learn how to stop and truly
reflect upon the things that
we hear in church. They can
truly lead to a deeper and
truer understanding of life
and give us guidance as we
struggle to lead this life.
There is this wonderful
line also in the passage from
Matthew’s Gospel: which of
you by worrying can add a
moment to his life-span?
Something to think about!
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THOUGHTS ON GENESIS
Before COVID19, I was sharing thoughts
on GENESIS. I was doing this because I
truly believe that this is one of the most
misunderstood Biblical Books. Where I
ended my thoughts was by saying that
we note, in the story the creation, a new
reality, a new way of relating. Man and
woman, while remaining distinct, were
also one flesh, one organism. When a
person loves one’s spouse, one also loves
oneself, one’s own flesh, for the unity of
husband and wife transcends all the
human unities, including the sacred unity
of family. As St. Paul would later observe,
this is no other reality than that of Christ
and His Church, for the Church is Christ’s
bride and also His body. This creation
story contains for Christians a hidden
mysterion, a revelation that can only be
appreciated by those experiencing the
reality of Christ in His Church. In this unity
between the adam and his ishah, we see
our own ecclesial story prophetically
foreshadowed.
Finally, the story teaches us that
human beings were created to function
as God’s priests in the temple of His
creation. We see this insight also in the
poetry of St. Ephrem the Syrian. In one of
his hymns on Paradise, he wrote, “God
did not permit Adam to enter that
innermost Tabernacle; it was withheld so
that he might first prove pleasing in his
service in that outer Tabernacle; like a
priest with fragrant incense, his keeping
of the commandment was to be his
censer; then he might enter before the
Hidden One into that hidden Tabernacle.
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Even though Adam and his wife
were expelled from the divine
temple of Paradise and forfeited
their priestly roles, the text abides
as a revelation of the true vocation
of humanity. A human being is by
definition and calling a priest of
God - a vocation returned to us by
Christ through baptism, wherein all
Christians are made part of the
royal priesthood (St. Basil uses
the words “royal priesthood” in
reference to Christians in his
Liturgy). The Church therefore
functions as a microcosm of the
world, a pledge of mankind’s
restored destiny in the age to come.
Our original priesthood, lost through
sin, is restored to us in Christ.
More to come!
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON EASTERN CATHOLIC CHURCHES
I have decided to start a new series of
articles on Eastern Catholic Churches.
This has been prompted by and based
on a small book that George Fecko
recently shared with me. It was written
by Edward Faulk and has 101 different
questions and answers. I will not be
sharing all of these and the answers
will be partly mine and that of the
author. Why? Because I
believe that it is very
important that members
understand as much as
possible about our
church.
ARE WE A RITE OR A
CHURCH?
The term rite has several
different meanings. First,
a “rite” is a particular
ritual for Worship, prayer,
Initiation, Marriage or
even a way of doing
something that has
become ritualized over
time. But it
also has a bigger
meaning. It refers to the rituals and
customs of particular churches.
In the lower-case form - rite - the
term refers to a specific ritual function
such an Baptism. In the capitalized
form - Rite - it refers to a particular
collection of rituals used by one or
more churches.
Most Roman Catholics think of us
as a Rite of the Catholic Church. This is
a misnomer. We are not a Rite of the
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Catholic Church. We are a Church that
is in communion with the Catholic
Church that uses the Byzantine Rite.
Another term should be mentioned.
The term is sui iuris, which means “in
its own right” and refers to the fact
that the Eastern Catholic Churches
exist “in their own right” as truly
independent churches.
We are Ukrainian
Geek Catholics. To be a
Greek Catholic means
we use the rituals that
were formulated by the
Great Church of the
Byzantium Empire.
As an appellation, this
name was introduced
during the reign of
Empress Maria Theresa in
order to group under one
name all the Eastern
Catholics in the AustroHungarian Empire. This
designation outlived the
empire and was retained as the official
name by its successor states. The
name was also adopted in countries to
which adherents of these churches
emigrated. In fact, however, the
appellation ‘Greek’ was irrational for
it incorrectly implies that the
liturgical language used is Greek.
In the middle 1940s in this country,
the term Ukrainian Catholic was used.
Our official name in Ukraine is
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church. We
are a CHURCH that uses a Greek ritual.
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan

LIVING THE NEW LIFE

Today we remember all of our Living
Fathers and ask God to grant them
health, happiness and well-being. We
also remember all of our Deceased
Fathers, asking God to grant them
repose.
***************

VIRTUAL PARISH MEETING
The Parish Council and I would like to
have a discussion with as many
members of the parish that we can
before we reopen the Church for others
to physically attend the Service. We
have yet to finalize what we believe to
be plans to safeguard the health and
safety of all who attend. We hope to
finalize those very soon and then hold
a “virtual meeting” with all others. We
may not have your contact information
and so if you have not received notice
in the past from a Council Member,
please be sure that we receive your
email or phone number. Thank You!
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Living the “New Life”
that Jesus revealed to
us, means that I take
time frequently to think
about the meaning and
purpose of my life. I ask
myself simple questions
like: Why am I here?
What am I suppose to accomplish
during this lifetime? This takes a
c ertain amount of disc ipline,
commitment. and insight. I also have
to believe that it is possible for me to
come
(Continued on page 8)

BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIZER
Wednesday, June 24 & 8:00 AM

Deacon Leonard and I will
be celebrating the Divine
Liturgy this day. The birth
of John the Baptizer, a
cousin of Jesus, is very
important since he played
a primary role in Christian
history. He formulated the
message that Jesus used. The service
will be live-streamed.

How you make others feel
about themselves, says
a lot about you
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WORSHIP AND OUR DIVINE LITURGY
In considering the Divine Liturgy, we
must first take into account the
contribution of the Fathers in the
development of the Liturgy. Similarly,
the two Byzantine anaphora texts (that
central portion of the Liturgy which
includes the consecration of the bread
and wine) that bear the names of St.
Basil and St. John Chrysostom
probably originated in Caesarea and
Antioch. In favor of Basil’s authorship
there is also external evidence and the
theological style of the text. The
tradition of Chrysostom’s authorship,
on the other hand, becomes a firm one
only in the eighth century; but internal
criteria point to an Antiochene origin in
the late fourth century and allows
the possibility that its use in
Constantinople may have been due to
Chrysostom’s episcopacy there. It was
primarily through their theology,
however, that these two Fathers
contributed to liturgical development:
Basil through his teaching on the Holy
Spirit, which prepared the way for the
Council of Constantinople; Chrysostom
(and the same holds for his Antiochene
fellow student and friend, Theodore of
Mopsuestia) through his teaching on
the mysteries, which promoted the
development of liturgical symbolism
and drama.
That the Fathers of this period had a
fruitful influence on the liturgy of
Constantinople as well as on that of
their native places and the later
Byzantine liturgy, in the strict sense of
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this term, is unintelligible apart from
their theology.
It must be remembered that the
Anaphora of John Chrysostom’s Liturgy
was not completed until the 5th
century. During the first three centuries
of Christianity, the Liturgical ritual was
rooted in the Jewish Passover, Seder,
and synagogue services, including the
singing of hymns (especially the
Psalms), first-hand witnesses telling
stories about Jesus and His teachings,
and, in some cases, the reading of a
Letter to a particular community from
St. Paul or one of the other Apostles
(Peter, James, John and Jude).
History has it, how accurate this is I
am not sure, that the worship meal
was served in the evening until St. Paul
changed it because, at times, people
“drank” too much at the meal.
At the meal bread was consecrated
and then also sent home with the
father of the house to be distributed
during the interim before the next
worship-meal was served.
More to follow!
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BEING HUMAN - BEING IN THE IMAGE OF GOD
Limiting being created in the image of
God to being rational and possessing
free will falls short of two respects of
what the Greek Fathers generally
meant by being according to God’s
image. First, being logikos means
more than simply being rational; it
means participating in the Logos, the
Word of God, including
rationality, certainly,
but also a capacity for
recognizing and also
conveying meaning, for
communicating, with
one another and with
God, and ultimately an
affinity with God, that
enables us to know
him. Second, it means
having a relationship to
God through His image,
that is, the Word; it is
not just a property or a
quality, but a capacity
for a relationship, a
relationship that is
fulfilled in attainment of
being
according to the likeness, assimilation
with God.
This is a very important point. We
are created in God’s image - Christ and we also have the potential to grow
in Christ’s likeness. We have the ability
to become more and more like Jesus.
Having this potential and working to
realize this potential is the work of life.
We are here to transform ourselves - to
become more and more like the
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dream God had for us from all eternity.
This is what God intended when He
created humankind.
To think of the human as
“according to the image’ in this sense
sets up a pattern: we have been
created by God the Father in the image
of the Word through the Word, so that,
through the Word who
created us we might
come to the knowledge
of God the Father - this
whole process takes
place by grace, that is,
through the Spirit.
To be human is to
be in the image, and
being in the image,
according
to
the
image, entails a real
relationship to Christ,
who is the image.
Certainly he is an
image in virtue of
being the Word of God,
that is God’s selfmanifestation; but this something we
only fully understand through the
Incarnation.
I hope one thing becomes quite
clear, namely that our religion, through
its understanding of God, tells us WHO
WE ARE in creation. There is no other
religion that makes this point so very
clear. That is why Christianity is, for
me, so very helpful. It helps me
understand the meaning and purpose
of my life and who I am.
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St. Michael the Archangel
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church
6340 Chase Road
Dearborn, MI 48126
Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D.
Pastor

Rectory: (313) 582-1424
Cell: (313) 580-4412
WRuchgy@gmail.com

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Sundays @ 10:00 AM
Ukrainian & English
Weekdays @ 8:00 AM
English

SACRAMENTS
Penance
By Appointment
Baptism & Matrimony
In most instances membership
required for six months
Funerals
Membership of an immediate family
member required

Sunday, June 21 - 3rd Weekend After Pentecost - Father’s Day
10:00 AM - All Fathers and especially George Durisin (Family)

4th WEEK AFTER PENTECOST
Monday, June 22 - Eusebius, Bishop-Martyr
No Service Scheduled
Tuesday, June 23 - Agrippina, Martyr
No Service Scheduled

Wednesday June 24 - Birth of John the Baptizer
8:00 AM - Special Intention
Thursday, June 25 - Febronia, Venerable Marthr
Service Scheduled
Friday, June 26 - David of Thessalonica, Venerable
No Service Scheduled
Saturday, June 27 - Sampson, Venerable
No Service Scheduled

Sunday, June 28 - 4th Weekend After Pentecost - Tone 3
10:00 AM - Special Intention - Liturgy Streamed

(Continued from page 5 - Living The New Life)

Greg & Esther Petrovich
734.453-4354

to some answers to these questions.
It also requires that I allow the Holy
Spirit to work in my life. If I am
sincere about pursuing my quest for
answers to these questions, the Holy
Spirit will come to my assistance. Of
course I HAVE TO BELIEVE that this is
possible.
When I believe something is possible, it becomes
possible 99% of the time. If it doesn’t happen then I
ask God to HELP ME TO MORE STRONGLY BELIEVE.
Jesus said that we should ask the Father in His
Name and that the Father would grant it if it was for
our good. We always have to rely that God only
allows things to happen to us that are for our good,
even though we may not think they are for our good.
Again, it depends greatly on what we believe.

Rafic Vawter
313.624.9867

For example, I truly believe that during this COVID19
time we can learn very much about life!

Parish Life Council
Bob & Corinne Boyko
734.451.1893
John & Janet Dicky
586.755.3129

Daria Drobny
313.791-0292
Robert Krokosky
248.734.7078
Leo & Mary LaDouceur
313.278.7378
Gordon Malaniak
734.564.9817
Rev Deacon Leonard Mier
313.584-6795

http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org - and - Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn
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BECOMING A HEALING PRESENCE

As I began writing this article
this week it occurred to me
that I haven’t addressed the
issue of what it means to be a
healing person and how I know
if I am a healing person. I have
discovered this when I
experienced someone who I
felt was truly a “healing
person” for me: I went away
feeling better about myself
and my life and about my
encounter with that person.
So the first question that I
now ask myself is this: Does
the person I encounter go
away feeling better about him/
herself after meeting me and
about his/her life? If so, than I
have been a healing person for
them.
I know that we have all
experienced a “toxic” person
who makes us feel worse for
having met them. They seem
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to be self-absorbed and you feel that they really
don’t care about you at all. (One of the telltale
signs is that they don’t make eye contact and
you know they haven’t heard a word that you
attempted to share with them).
So, I can’t be a “healing person” if I am selfabsorbed and self-centered. To be a healing
person means that I make an attempt to truly
“listen” to others and not think about the next
thing I am going to say. It means giving little
clues that I have heard what they have said.
Being a “healing person” means that I
“genuinely” respect the person I have
encountered and that I am not making any
internal judgments about them. This is not
always easy to do when the the person has
totally different views and values than you do
about religion, politics and life.
Being a “healing person” means that I don’t
try to convince others that I am right and they
are wrong. There is nothing wrong with people
having different opinions.
Being a “healing person” means that my
conversation is modulated - there is a certain
pace to it - and that I am not eager to express
my point of view if it is opposed to the other
person’s point of view.
Being a “healing person” means that Ithink
about my encounter with others in this manner:
What am I supposed to learn from my
encounter with them. Life has brought them
into my life for a reason. They are supposed to
help me learn something. What is it?
Being a “healing person” means that I also
feel good about the encounter, knowing that I
attempted to see the other person as a brother
or sister who is making life’s journey just as I
am and that we can help each other on the way.
page 9

SOMETHING MORE ABOUT SACRED SCRIPTURE
The Bible is called the written Word of God. This
does not mean that the Bible fell from heaven ready
made. Neither does this mean that God dictated the
Bible word for word to men who were merely His
passive instruments. It means that God has
revealed Himself as the true and living God to His
people and that, as one aspect of His divine selfrevelation, God inspired His people to produce
scriptures, that is writings which constitute the true
and genuine expressions of His Truth and His Will
for His people and for the whole world.
The words of the Bible are human words, for
indeed, all words are human. They are human
words, however, which God Himself inspired to be
written in order to remain as the scriptural witness
to Himself. As human words, the words of the Bible
contain all of the marks of the men who wrote them
and of the time and the culture in which they were
written. Nevertheless, in the full integrity of their
human condition and form, the words of the Bible
are truly the very Word of God.
The Bible is truly the Word of God in human form
because its origin is not in man but in God, Who
willed and inspired its creation. In this sense, the
Bible is not like any other book. In the Bible, in and
through the words of men, one finds the selfrevelation of God and can come to a true and
genuine knowledge of Him and His will and purpose
for man and the world. In and through the Bible,
human persons can enter into communion with
God.
All scripture is inspired by God and is
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness,
that the man of God may be complete,
equipped for every good work (2 Tim 3.16–17).
The men who wrote the Bible, were men of faith
and belief. They experienced God in some way.
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I am sure that all
know that the Bible is
composed of the OLD
and NEW Testaments,
the OLD being the sacred
writings of Judaism and
the NEW the sacred
writings of Christianity.
As monotheists, that is
believers in ONE GOD, we
retain the writings of the
OLD because we believe
that Jesus was the true
fulfillment of the OLD He was the Messiah for
whom the Jewish people
were waiting. We also
retain the OLD because
Christianity was an
outgrowth of Judaism
and that Jesus was a Jew
Himself and was inspired
by the OLD TESTAMENT.
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THE IMPACT OF PENTECOST
I have been attempting to share ideas about
what impact our celebration of the Feast of
Pentecost can have on us if we open our
hearts and minds. Probably the first impact is
connected with what we believe the feast
reveals to us. I believe that the feast reveals
that we humans, because we are made in the
image of God, have powers which are quite
unique to us as human beings and that those
powers are really God’s Spirit residing within
us. The story portrays this in a special way. It
says that the people the disciples encountered
after this event were able to understand them
even though they spoke a different language.
God’s Spirit within us can make it possible for
others to understand us even though we might
have totally different backgrounds. Why?
Because if we allow God’s Spirit to work in our
lives, others will encounter love, acceptance
and kindness.
One might ask, How do I allow God’s Spirit
to work in my life? I allow God’s Spirit to work
in my life if I (1) believe that He is within me;
(2) call upon Him to direct my life; and (3)
attempt to follow the teachings of Jesus. God’s
Spirit will give me the courage to embrace the
“way” of Jesus if I desire to follow it. I have to
want to be a follower of Jesus. If I do, God’s
Spirit will make it possible.
The impact of our genuine celebration of
Pentecost is seen in a “transformed” life - a life
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that focuses on the most
important things in life. It is
experienced in a life which has
a deeper understanding of the
meaning and purpose of life
and how to live it.
Think about what it means
that our Creator-God is not only
sharing “LIFE” with us but also
His “SPIRIT”. It should cause us
to have a new appreciation of
who we are in God’s creation.
We will begin to look at
ourselves and others in a
totally different way.
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