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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND 

On this 25th weekend after Pentecost, 

our readings are taken from Paul’s      

letter to he Ephesians and Luke’s          

recounting of Jesus’ Parable about the 

rich man who had a good harvest. The 

passage from Paul’s letter speaks to 

“renewal in Christ”. He tells the         

Ephesians that, if they have been       

correctly taught about Jesus, they 

must lay aside their former ways of life 

and “acquire a fresh, spiritual way       

of thinking”. This message is very         

pertinent to us 

who live in a      

modern society 

which seems to 

have very little 

awareness of the 

teachings of Jesus 

who we believe is 

our Redeemer - 

that is someone 

who has revealed 

to us the basic 

meaning and purpose of life and      

suggested ways of living that will help 

us benefit from the experiences of life.  

 This, of course, fits very nicely with 

the Gospel message which is about a 

rich man who had a good harvest and 

thought that he could, because of      

his good fortune, only have to “relax. 

eat heartily, drink well and enjoy      

himself”. He failed to realize that life is 

given to us humans to allow us to grow 

spiritually and to truly become a child 

of God.  

 All of the events of life are meant to 

lead us to personal transformation and 

change. If we focus on success and the 

gaining of wealth, we will be sorely  

disappointed.  

 One of the challenges of life seems 

to be SUCCESS. Life provides us             

with both successes and failures in  

order to lead us to personal change 

and transformation. It is just as         

important to learn the lessons of       

success as well as those of failure. 

They actually balance one another.  

     Both successes 

and failures truly 

challenge us to   

discover the real 

m e a n i n g  a n d     

purpose of life. We 

are here, at this 

very moment, to 

learn something 

and to contribute 

to the fullness      

of God’s Kingdom. 

We are not here just accidently! We 

are here at the right time to not only 

help ourselves to spiritually grow but 

also to bring about, if we cooperate 

with God’s Spirit, God’s Kingdom,   

making the present moment a         

moment of true grace! 

 Have you ever asked yourself these 

questions: Why am I here and alive at 

this present moment? Why did God 

create me to come into the world at 

this present time? What am I            

supposed to learn from being alive at 

this present moment?   
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THOUGHTS ON GENESIS 

I ended the last issue of this article with 

stating that Genesis tells us that a wife is 

not mere chattel to her husband,          

something to be bought and traded like 

an animal (or divorced). She is the         

husband’s other half, his fulfillment, his 

completion, and God’s gift to him. It tells 

us that the husband’s abandonment of 

the call to headship and his refusal to 

protect the woman lead to disaster in   

society, and it tells us that disobedience 

to God’s Word leads to death.  

 In Genesis, this first tale was soon 

used not simply for teaching archetypical 

truth but also for teaching truths about 

the multiplication of the race.  

 The adam then became Adam, an     

individual with a spouse and children.   

Archetype began to shade into genealogy 

and demography as the race began to 

grow. The adam’s progeny continued to 

reproduce - and to repeat the primordial 

rebellion against God. By using the adam 

as the individual named Adam, the        

starting point for the race, the author of 

Genesis rooted the race in Adam’s         

transgression and identified as the         

defining issue for humanity the question 

of whether or not it would rebel against 

God.  

 The Chronicler, writing later in about 

the fifth century BCE, revisited the figure 

of Adam and made yet another use of   

the story. The author of Genesis was            

concerned to tell truths about the nature 

of Man and the nature of human society. 

But the author of 1-2 Chronicles was     

concerned  to  recount  the  history  of the  

southern kingdom of Judah in such 

a way that the embattled little      

postexilic community could face the 

future with confidence. In the         

narrative of the southern kingdom’s 

golden age, the figure of Adam 

served to anchor the little postexilic 

community within world history. By 

locating David and his descendants 

on the genealogical world map, the 

Chronicler declared the cosmic     

importance of that community.  

 As you can tell, the authors of 

both Genesis and Chronicles had a 

specific idea in mind. They were      

not documenting history, they were        

attempting to make a case for the 

Jewish kingdom. I hope that this is 

beginning to make sense. These    

sacred books are not history. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON EASTERN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

Question: Is it true that language and nationality are 

primary reasons for so many different Eastern         

Catholic and Orthodox Churches?   

To a certain extent, both language and culture played 

a role in the development of Eastern Churches, both 

Catholic and Orthodox. As the Gospel was spread at 

the beginning of the church, the apostles and disci-

ples who shared the good news worked hard to encul-

turate the message, to show how it fit within the lives 

of those who heard it. St. Paul, in his famous speech 

to the Athenians made reference to the “unknown 

god” and explained that we know who we worship - he 

took what they already had and fit the gospel to it.  

 For this reason there is a local tie-in to the         

Scriptures by the church. Over time this developed    

into what we would today see as a group of national 

churches. Exceptions to this “accidental” process     

include Armenia, the first Christian country (the entire 

country followed their king in accepting Christianity, 

possibly as early as 301 CE but certainly no later than 

314 CE). Ukraine, too, would be motivated by its      

leader who embraced Eastern Christianity after he 

sent emissaries to Constantinople. Upon their return 

they claimed that they “knew not if they were on earth 

or in heaven” in reference to the Liturgy. As a result of 

their report, the Ukrainian Church was established.       

It followed the Byzantine Ritual and, eventually,           

established many of its own traditions, such as the 

use of language and hymnody.  

 Other regions also “customized” their worship 

styles. The local churches used the language of the 

people, which has always been a tradition in the      

Eastern Churches. In cases where there were multiple 

languages, one eventually became the “holy”            

language that was used in the church. For example, 

Church Slavonic became the default language used 

the Ukrainian Church. Cyrill and Methodius, who 

preached in the Slavic countries, created Old  Slavonic                                                                      

 

 

using a modified form 

of the Greek alphabet.  

 We can look at the 

situation today and     

suppose that the 

churches have a            

national character and 

language, but that is 

really the result of their 

development rather 

than the goal of their 

establishment. 

 The tradition of the 

Eastern Churches has 

always been to use the 

vernacular - that is the 

primary language of the 

people who worship in 

the Eastern Church. 

Why? So that people 

know what they are 

praying and therefore 

can make the prayers 

their own.  
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan 

LIVING A NEW LIFE 
Probably the greatest 

challenge to living a 

new life in and with 

God, is accepting the 

fact that the new life 

requires us to take a 

serious look at our   

human relationships 

and to genuinely learn 

how to “unconditionally love others”, 

regardless of how they might treat us. 

The challenge is to base the way that 

we think and behave on our beliefs 

and having a sincere desire to be a 

true (Adult) Child of God.  

 This is probably one of the more 

difficult things for humans to do. Our 

natural tendency is to react to others 

in the same way that they treat us. Our 

natural tendency is to require others to 

think like us, live like us, act like us 

before we accept them. We find it   dif-

ficult to have a relationship with     

people who have different ideas and 

opinions about life, religion and, of 

course, politics. Humans seem to feel 

insecure in their own opinions, beliefs 

and ideas when others disagree with 

them or have different opinions.  

 Learning how to be tolerant and  

accepting of others, allowing them to 

be their own              (Continued on page 8)  

CONGRATULATIONS  
On behalf of our    

Parish Family I would 

extend sincerest    

best wishes and, of 

course, our sincerest  

congratulations to  

MYKOLA & NADIA DARMITS 
on the occasion of their celebration of 

the Mystery of Matrimony.  

Многая літа -- Mnohaya lita 

God Grant You Many Years 

of Marital Happiness 
*************** 

VIRTUAL ADULT DISCUSSION 

SESSIONS SCHEDULED 
Four sessions are scheduled. Each will 

take place at 8:00 PM. They are:  

 Thursday, December 3rd 

Thursday, December 10th 

Thursday, December 17th  
 

Still time to Register if you want to 

take part in these sessions. Go to:   
 

 stmichaelarchangel.org 
*************** 

Life doesn’t require that we     

be the best, only that we         

try our best!  
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HOW TO PERSONALLY EXPERIENCE THE DIVINE LITURGY 

Perhaps one of the most moving     

prayers of the Divine Liturgy is that of 

the Prayer Before Communion. Think 

about the words. Pray them sincerely. 

They will have an emotional effect on 

you if you do.  

 The first two sentences are a real 

act of faith: O Lord, I believe and       

profess that You are truly Christ, the 

son of the living God, Who came into 

the world to save sinners, of whom I 

am the first. Paul’s first letter to       

Timothy has these words. They mean 

that Paul did not compare himself to 

any one else but only stood before God 

with a recognition that he was a        

sinner. This statement is free of any 

judgment of others or comparison to 

others. This is something we must do. 

Because we are sinners, we recognize 

that we stand before God alone and 

only ask for His forgiveness.  

 After this, the prayer recognizes 

that the Liturgy is the Lord’s MYSTICAL 

SUPPER, wherein He proclaimed to His 

apostles and disciples that each time 

they remembered what He did and 

used the words that He used, that He 

would be present to them in a very   

profound way. It is important that we 

think of ourselves as being present at 

the Lord’s Mystical Supper and we 

need to profess that we will not reveal 

His mysteries to His enemies NOR give 

Him a kiss as did Judas. This means 

that we will not betray Him for the 

sake of money, in particular. We      

then ask Him to remember us in His       

Kingdom as the “good thief” who was 

crucified with Him asked Him. 

 Then there are two other really    

important statements. We partake of 

His Holy Mysteries (1) for the healing of 

our souls and bodies; (2) for the    re-

mission of all our sins and (3) for   ever

-lasting life.  

 This prayer requires personal         

humility - that is a true assessment of 

our lives. It is filled with faith, hope, 

repentance and praise if we truly mean 

the words that we pray. The prayer      

recognizes that we know that we are 

not perfect in the sight of God but is 

filled with the faith and hope that God 

loves us nevertheless and only wants 

us to be in “UNION” with Him and      

the others who also partake of the 

“transformed” bread and wine.  

 Holy Communion is truly spiritual 

food that gives us the power to           

personally change and transform our 

lives. It is a blessed moment! A         

moment which, if we sincerely pray it, 

brings us closer to God.  
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BECOMING AN ADULT CHILD OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER 

Another real characteristic of an Adult 

is taking personal responsibility for 

your own actions. If you think that your 

behaviors and feelings are being      

controlled by others, you are not taking 

personal responsibility for your life. No 

one can make you feel or behave the 

way you do. Your behaviors and        

feelings may be your 

personal reaction to 

what others may have 

said or done to you, but 

it is your response to 

what they did or said. 

As an adult I take     

personal responsibility 

for my behaviors and 

feelings. I can always 

change the way that I 

respond to what others 

do or say.  

 So and Adult Child 

of God does not         

attempt to blame      

others for the way that 

they feel or behavior.  

 What is interesting is that God      

already knows this and calls us to take 

personal responsibility for the way that 

we respond to others or situations.  

 Further, I believe that an Adult 

Child of God does not complain about 

life! Rather, an Adult Child realizes that 

life, with all of its various challenges, is 

meant to help us spiritually grow. I 

have never known a person who        

accomplished personal change and 

spiritual growth who didn’t have to 

meet certain challenges in their life.  

 Challenges are opportunities to 

“freely choose” to respond in a positive      

manner to what life presents. The 

events of life are not punishments for 

stupid things that we may have done. 

God, it is my belief, does not act in this 

way. He has enough to do in keeping 

the entire universe    

going without zeroing 

in on our petty and    

stupid mistakes.  

     For example, illness 

is not a punishment! It 

is, however, a real     

opportunity to place 

our hope and trust in 

our loving God.  

     To be an Adult Child 

of God we must take 

an intelligent approach 

to life. We must give up 

all the fantasies and 

crazy notions that we 

have about God, the 

universe and even     

ourselves. This most often requires 

that we lay to rest many misguided 

myths that we have from childhood 

and learn how to think like an adult.  

 Again I would reiterate something 

that I wrote in last week’s Bulletin: 

Don’t make God in your image and 

likeness. Rather, attempt to discover 

and accept God in His image and     

likeness. Where do I begin to look? The  

Gospels which tell us how God           

incarnate, Jesus, lived.  
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St. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church  

6340 Chase Road 

Dearborn, MI 48126 
 

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D. 

Pastor 
 

Rectory: (313) 582-1424 

Cell: (313) 580-4412 

WRuchgy@gmail.com 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sundays @ 10:00 AM  

Ukrainian & English 
 

 

Weekdays @ 8:00 AM 

English 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Penance 

By Appointment 
 

Baptism & Matrimony 

In most instances membership 

required for six months  
 

Funerals  

Membership of an immediate 

family member required 
 

 

 

Parish Life Council 
 

Bob & Corinne Boyko  

734.451.1893 
 

John & Janet Dicky 

586.755.3129 
 

Daria Drobny 

313.791-0292 
 

Robert Krokosky 

248.734.7078 
 

Leo & Mary LaDouceur 

313.278.7378 
 

Gordon Malaniak 

734.564.9817 
 

Rev Deacon Leonard Mier 

313.584-6795 
 

Greg & Esther Petrovich 

734.453-4354 
 

 

Rafic Vawter 

313.624.9867 

http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org   - and -   Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn 

(Continued from page 5 - Living The New Life) 

person, is not easy for many people.  

 Living a new life means that we 

have to become confident in our own 

beliefs and opinions without requiring 

others to validate them. If I have true 

beliefs and know what they are, I 

don’t need anyone’s permission to 

hold those beliefs or confirm them as true. If,        

however, I feel insecure in my beliefs, then I need to 

ask others, perhaps, for help in sorting them out.  

 There is always a time for seeking help to sort out 

what I believe. But in doing so, I must then make an 

intelligent decision as to what I believe and not       

necessarily base my beliefs on the beliefs of others, 

even those who may have helped me.  

 I don’t know if this makes sense to my readers. I 

think this is “mature living,” however. As a therapist I 

know this much: It is my job to help people to come 

to a decision on what they believe and not my beliefs. 

Sunday, November 22 - 25th Weekend after Pentecost - Tone 8  

      10:00 AM – Divine Liturgy and Sacrament of Matrimony for  

                                       Mykola & Nadia Darmits 

26th WEEK AFTER PENTECOST - Tone 1 

Monday, November 23 - Amphilochius & Gregory, Bishops 

     No Service Scheduled 

Tuesday, November 24 - Catherine, Great Martyr; Mercury, Martyr 

     No Service Scheduled 

Wednesday, November 25 - Clement & Peter, Pope & Bishop 

     No Service Scheduled 

Thursday, November 26 - Alypius the Stylite, Venerable - THANKSGIVING DAY 

      8:00 AM - Special Intention 

Friday, November 27 - James the Persian, Martyr 

       No Service Scheduled 

Saturday, November 28 - Stephen, Venerable Martyr  

       No Service Scheduled 

Sunday, November 29 - 26th Weekend after Pentecost - Tone 1  

      10:00 AM – Special Intention 
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BECOMING A HEALING PRESENCE 

our perspective: “The future is ensured. It’s just 

the past that keeps changing”  

 Fr. Alexander Schmemann spoke glowingly 

of drinking orange juice as a human act that 

paralleled the Eucharist. He  spoke about        

savoring the orange juice, making the ordinary 

act into a sacred act. Savoring and cherishing 

are part of taking delight in the present          

moment. The same is true for the Eucharist. 

 There are perhaps three ways to increase 

our power of living in the moment. The primary 

way is to center ourselves is prayer. Prayer can 

be a fine entree into the present moment. 

When we are in prayer, we are not into our  

floating stream of consciousness. Within the 

prayer comes the power of Christ, a power that 

softens our heart and brings serenity, at least 

for a short while and perhaps longer. Am I     

writing with attention and breathing with        

serenity? Am I typing at the computer with 

calm, or am I hurrying and making mistakes?  

 A bishop recommended this book about 

contemplation: A Sunlit Absence by Martin 

Laird. If you’re interested in contemplation, look 

the book up. Laird says, “The present moment 

has an utterly reliable way of being exactly the 

way it is at any given moment....The present 

moment reveals the ‘sunlit absence,’ life as 

firm and unshakable as it is an ungraspable 

flow; unshakable because it is our foundation; 

ungraspable, because it is constantly being 

poured out as a pure gift”.  

 God wants men and women to attend      

chiefly to two things: to eternity itself, and to 

that point in time where we contact eternity.  

 I wonder if you have ever thought about    

eternity? What is your conception of “life after 

this worldly existence”? 

I have been sharing thoughts 

about living in the present    

moment in order to encounter 

God and ourselves. When we 

are in the present moment, 

even for a short time, we can 

simultaneously experience 

time as standing still and as a 

rhythmic flow. Time is standing 

still, but it is not a photograph, 

not a static, dead thing.          

Rather, it is a living paradox of 

two realities concurrently.      

Living with paradox, especially 

a physical paradox, can be      

jarring and freeing, a paradox 

in itself.  

 When we are faithful to the 

present moment, we can feel 

rooted, as if our feet are      

growing roots into the ground. 

We feel stabilized.  

 What does it mean to be 

living in the present moment. 

A  Russian  joke  helps us keep  
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A CHRISTIAN TODAY? 

There is much about the emerging way of being a 

Christian that is conservative and traditional: it      

conserves the tradition by recovering it and            

envisioning it afresh. And there is much about the 

earlier way of being Christian that is innovative: its 

most distinctive features are largely the produce      

of the last few hundred years. Indeed, both are         

modern products. Neither can claim to be the       

Christian tradition.  Both are ways of seeing the       

tradition.  

 The differences between the earlier and       

emerging ways of seeing Christianity and being 

Christian involve specific conflicts as well as more 

foundational issues. These include how to see the 

Bible, God, Jesus, faith and the Christian life. 

 There is conflict about more foundational         

matters, including especially how to see the Bible 

and its authority. For the earlier way of being      

Christian, the Bible is seen as the revealed will of 

God, as “God’s truth,” and thus as absolute and     

unchangeable. The emerging vision of the Church, 

based on scholarship and study, challenges         

passages in the Bible that (1) perhaps teach the 

subordination of women and forbid them to have 

authority over men and (2) proclaim Jesus as the 

only way to salvation. To regard these passages as 

not expressing God’s will for all time implies a very  

different time and a very different understanding of 

the Bible’s authority and interpretation. 

 Here too there is statistical evidence of             

significant change. In a Gallup Poll taken in the     

United States in 1963, almost two-thirds (65%) 

agreed with a statement affirming biblical             

literalism; “The Bible is the actual word of God and 

is to be taken literally, word for word.” Some 40 

years later, in 2001, this figure had dropped to 27%. 

To state the obvious, biblical literalism is declining 

among  Christians  in  North  America. The emerging  

 

ay of being a Christian 

w e l c o m e s  t h i s                 

development, whereas 

the earlier way of being a 

Christian views it as        

an abandonment of             

traditional Christianity. 

This is not true. As we 

study the Scriptures, we 

begin to see them in a 

totally different light. We 

must admit that our    

Muslim brothers and      

sisters see the Koran as 

being the actual dictation 

of Allah. As we study the 

Christian Scriptures, we 

see that, because they 

were intended to be      

inspirational and not      

history, there is a much 

deeper meaning to them. 

Of course this takes many 

out of their comfort zone. 
What are your thoughts? 
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I ended the last issue of the article 

with this simple question: Why do 

many faithful Christians not find the 

total freedom and joy that the Gospel 

promises to those who follow its way?”  

Presuming that these 

unfulfilled Christians 

are sincere in their 

work with Christ         

and are not kidding         

t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o          

believing that they are 

doing more than they 

really are, there is yet 

one more thing that is 

required. Sometimes it 

happens spontaneously 

to a person as he or she 

lives the Christian life 

outlined in the Gospels. 

More often than not, it needs to begin 

with a definite choice on the part of 

the Christian who seeks the abundant 

life that Jesus promises. That one thing 

is inner healing, especially healing of 

memories. 

 Why is healing of memories so     

important? Because our past makes 

up as much of us as our present does. 

The Christian life brings Christ only into 

our present and healing of memories 

br ings Chr ist  into  our  past .                 

Furthermore, we will soon see that the 

phrases “inner healing” and “healing  

of memories” are contemporary            

descriptions of fundamental Gospel 

truths.  

     In human psychology 

we know that all        

experiences are stores 

in the unconscious mind 

and greatly influence 

not only our behaviors 

but our thoughts. The 

process of therapy is 

meant to bring those 

unconscious thoughts/

experiences to our      

conscious minds so that 

they can be healed or 

stripped of their power 

to rule our conscious lives.  

 One of the great benefits of a   

Christian life is that it can help us heal 

past memories, allow us to then freely 

choose to change our lives and to live 

a different life - a life that is modeled 

on the life that Jesus lived. This         

process allows us to “SEE CHRIST IN 

THE EVENTS OF OUR LIVES.” When we 

do this, we can spiritually grow and 

find inner peace.  

SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND INNER HEALING 
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