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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND 

On this 5th weekend after Pentecost, 

our readings are taken from St. Paul’s 

Letter to the Romans and Matthew’s 

Gospel. The portion that we hear from 

Romans is interesting since Paul       

professes that he still prays for the        

Israelites that they might be saved.  He 

testifies that the Israelites are           

zealous for God “though their zeal is                

unenlightened.” He then states a basic 

belief of Christianity: if you confess 

with your lips that Jesus is Lord, and 

believe in your heart that God raised 

Him from the dead, you will be saved. 

 So one of the basic beliefs we must 

profess sincerely and truthfully is that 

we believe Jesus was raised from the 

dead, confirming the fact that the life 

force that calls human beings into     

existence is “immortal.” Do you really 

believe that you are immortal?  

 This statement ends our reading: 

Faith in the heart leads to justification, 

confession on the lips to salvation. So, 

we are called to truly believe that Christ 

is the revelation of God about human 

life and to live in accord with that       

belief by attempting, during this life-

time to live like Jesus. 

 Our Gospel reading relates the story 

of Jesus curing two men who were 

“possessed by demons.” Anybody at 

the time of Jesus who manifested the 

signs of mental illness were thought to 

be possessed by demons. The Gospel 

writers could not suggest anything else  

(this story also appears in Mark’s     

Gospel).   

 This section of Matthew’s Gospel  

has, as its content, ten miracles, most 

of which are also found in Mark’s     

Gospel. Mark’s report of this story    

contains much more information.     

Matthew merely presents it as a sign of 

the great power of Jesus.  

 It was the belief of the followers of 

Jesus that He had power both over 

“physical” and “mental” difficulties. He 

was truly the Savior. When we look at 

the total number of miracles that He       

performed, (starting with the changing 

of water into wine at the start of His 

ministry to raising Lazarus from the 

dead at the end of his ministry) there 

are seven that truly characterize His 

ministry. It is truly HIS TEACHING, not 

His miracles, which prove He is God’s 

revelation.       (Find the 7 in the Bulletin)      
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A CHRISTIAN TODAY?  

I ended this article with expressing a second      

seeing of the whole, which is seeing life as truly 

“indifferent.” Not, however, as paranoid as the 

first. This view doesn’t assume reality is “out to get 

us.” Rather, “what is” is simply indifferent to              

human purposes and ends. This is the most       

common modern secular viewpoint. The universe 

is made up of swirling force fields of matter and 

energy, but is neither hostile to nor supportive of 

our lives and dreams. Though it may be perceived 

as elegant and even magnificent, it is ultimately 

indifferent to human meanings.  

 If we see reality this way our response to life 

will be less anxious and paranoid than that of the 

first way, but we are still likely to be defensive and 

precautionary. We respond by building up what 

security we can in the midst of an indifferent       

universe. There can be a rich aesthetic to this life. 

We may seek to enjoy its beauty while we are 

here, we may even seek to take care of the world 

was well as we can, but ultimately we are likely to 

be concerned primarily for ourselves and those 

who are most important to us.  

 All this is saying is that as we respond to life, 

we either see the world as somewhat hostile (it is 

not here for us) or we see it as totally indifferent 

toward us (it really doesn’t care) and so we see it 

as neutral - only something around us.   

 The third way we can see “what is” is to view it 

as life-giving and nourishing. It has brought us and 

everything that is into existence. It sustains our 

lives. It is filled with wonder and beauty, even if 

sometimes a terrible beauty. To use a traditional 

theological term, it sees reality as gracious. It is 

the way of seeing spoken of by Jesus in his words 

about the birds and the lilies. God feeds them, 

clothes them, and, to echo another saying of       

Jesus, God  sends  rain  upon  the  just  and unjust.        

 

God is generous.  

 This way of seeing the 

whole makes possible a   

different response to life. It 

leads to radical trust. It 

frees us from the anxiety, 

self-preoccupation and    

concern to protect the self 

with systems of security 

that mark the first two   

viewpoints. It leads to the 

“self-forgetfulness of faith: 

and thus to the ability to 

love and to be present in 

the moment.” It  generates  

a “willingness to spend and 

to be spent” for the sake of 

the vision that goes beyond 

ourselves.” Both the active 

and passive voice in the 

phrase are truly significant.      
             (More to follow) 
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 ST BASIL THE GREAT AND THOUGHTS ON GENESIS  

In the last issue of this article I was addressing 

the Genesis’ “Sons of God”. Some even went so 

far as to suggest they were angels, the children 

of heaven.” Other commentators could not see 

how angels impregnate women, and so they cast 

about for other ways of understanding the        

passage. The passage must first be read as its 

ancient audience would have done, and stories 

of gods interbreeding with human beings were 

common in ancient mythologies. Gilgamesh, for 

example, is declared to be two-thirds divine and 

one-third man. Our ancient audience would have 

questioned the propriety of the angels’ actions, 

but not the possibility.  

 The narrator inserts this fragment of myth 

into his story to illustrate how far earth had gone 

astray. In Israel especially, harmony depended 

on everyone keeping within their proper         

boundaries. The culture had a horror of mixing, 

which found expression in forbidding the mixing 

of animals, crops, and even different kinds of 

cloth in the same garment. The idea that the 

sons of God overstepped the boundaries and 

now were marrying and breeding with the       

daughters of men meant that all barriers had 

been thrown down. Note that this implied guilt 

for human society as well, for the text speaks not 

of the angels raping, the women or otherwise 

forcing them, but of taking women in marriage - 

presumably with their consent, or at least of their 

fathers. Every boundary had been breached, and 

moral chaos descended upon the world.  

 I’m sure that most people have never read 

this portion of Genesis. It seems we get stuck 

with the very beginning and don’t pursue the rest 

of the book.  

 The narrator also cites the presence of the 

Nephilim  on  the  earth  as evidence of the world   

gone dangerously awry. The 

meaning of the term Nephilim 

is uncertain; the Septuagint 

translates it as “the giants,” 

and the term here would have 

fed the Israelites’ sense of 

alarm about the state of the 

world. The term probably does 

not identify the Nephilim with 

the offspring of the sons of 

God, the heroes of old, men of 

renown, since the Nephilim 

were said to be on the earth       

in those days and every         

afterward - and the offspring of 

he angels cannot be said to 

have survived the Flood. It was 

a horrific world - giants        

prowling about, angels and 

women breeding demigods, a 

world of inverted moral order.  

 Obviously there were other 

creatures on earth before      

human beings.     
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan 

CHOOSING TO LIVE A NEW LIFE 

As I suggested in the last       

issue of this article, the first 

meaning of “To Open One’s 

Heart” is to be open, to        

confide especially in a friend 

who then becomes a bosom 

friend, with whom one can 

speak openly. Learning to 

speak openly to at least one other person is 

essential for spiritual growth. This means 

that there are no reservations in sharing with 

the person all of the things of our heart.  

 Starting from the first meaning of            

confiding in someone, of sharing the             

treasures of one’s heart, one may                

understand the opening of the heart as an 

opening on life, on the world, on any          

human situation and also on God. This, of 

course takes “TRUST” and “LOVE”. SO I ask 

my self this important question: Is there     

anyone who truly knows me? Anyone who 

understands my fears, desires, hopes and 

expectations:? We can understand the       

opening of the heart as an opening on life, 

on the world, on any human situation and 

also on God. sometimes certain persons, as 

if struck by paralysis, are powerless to open 

their heart. The episode of Martha and Mary 

provides a good illustration of this. Some 

have wanted to contrast the two sisters, one 

propelled into action, the other into            

contemplation.                (Continued on page 8)    

OUR PRAYER LIFE 

Summertime 

can be a real 

challenge for 

our spiritual 

lives. Most 

people seem 

to lead a more relaxed life     

during this time although after 

our COVID19 experience it may 

be different this year. I would 

encourage all not to take a     

vacation from their prayer life. 

Our relationship with God is the 

most important relationship we 

have.   

************** 

OPENING UP CHURCH 
As everyone already knows, our 

Governor has relaxed the 

COVID19 restrictions. Although 

“masks” for non-vaccinated    

persons are recommended, we 

will leave the “wearing of a 

mask” to church to the               

discretion of our members. Let 

us lovingly accept the decision 

of any member with regard to 

the wearing of the mask.  

*************** 
Many of life’s failures are people 

who did not realize how close they 

were to success when they gave up  
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As many may already know, the Divine 

Liturgy has several distinct parts. These 

parts are meant to “prepare” us to be 

truly thankful for life and the, after     

the reception of Holy Communion, to       

reflect upon what we have experienced 

and to think about how we can live our 

lives so that they reflect our genuine 

thankfulness for life. If we are truly 

thankful, it must find expression in our 

willingness to live each day more       

like Jesus. Holy Communion is the 

“spiritual food” which, if received with 

genuine faith, is meant to help us in 

the process of “growing” into true icons 

of Jesus Who is the Icon of God.  

 The first section of the Divine        

Liturgy is called the Liturgy of the 

Word. It’s primary context is two New 

Testament readings - one from the 

writings of various disciples and the 

second from the four Gospels, which 

contain stories about Jesus’ life.  

 Originally this section was in a 

much different form. People were    

gathered together and processed to 

the place of worship. So the Antiphons 

were the processional psalms - they 

are taken from the Old Testament. On 

the way to the worship place, the       

people picked up the bishop and other 

clergy. Once they arrived at the worship 

space they immediately heard the 

readings.  

 Now that a procession to the        

worship space is discontinued (we see 

it in the new reformed Roman Catholic 

Mass) the service is begun with a very 

important declaration: Blessed is the 

Kingdom of the Father, and the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, now and ever and 

forever. Of course the response to this 

declaration is AMEN, meaning So be it.  

What a glorious, faith-filled beginning 

for our worship. Once inside the church 

building, we are reminded that we are 

living in God’s Kingdom - a Kingdom of 

Faith and Love. This sets the tone of 

our worship, or at least should.  

 Our first communal prayer is called 

the GREAT LITANY, which contains all 

the “general things” we petition         

from God so that we might achieve            

salvation. First and foremost we ask 

God to grant us “PEACE” of mind, heart 

and soul so that we can actually       

worship Him. All the things we petition 

for can support us achieving salvation.  

 One of the ritual actions which we 

preform in preparation to hear the 

WORD OF GOD, is the Small Entrance. 

Symbolically the Gospel Book, the 

Word of God, is carried from its place 

in heaven (the altar area) into the 

world (the nave) to lead us back to 

heaven.              (More to come)     

THE EUCHARIST, DIVINE LITURGY AND HOLY COMMUNION 



The Eastern HERALD                                                                                         page 7 

 

In the last issue of the article, I          

suggested that the Liturgy is the 

“sacrament of the assembly.” We are 

gathered by Christ and in Christ; we 

come together to be with Him and of 

Him. To say that we are “going to 

church” is a profound statement of 

what Christian life is 

supposed to be -          

centered and focused 

on Jesus Christ, eating 

and drinking with Him 

at His table in His       

Kingdom. To say that 

we are going to church 

means that we are   

going to show the 

world all the holiness 

and perfection of God 

as we worship Him. 

WE do not gather as a 

collection of isolated 

persons who happen 

to encounter each     

other as we separately make our way 

toward God; we gather as members of 

one living organism called the Body of 

Christ. “Now you are the body of Christ 

and members individually” St. Paul 

teachers us in 1 Corinthians 12:27. 

There is no Long Ranger in the           

Christian religion, no one who is an     

island unto himself; the Eastern       

Christian faith is the religion of a     

community of people.  

 We become members of this Body 

when we are joined to Christ in         

baptism, but it is when we come       

together and offer the Eucharist that 

we become one with each other. Again, 

St. Paul is very direct in his teaching: 

“For we, though many, are one bread 

and one body; for we all partake of that 

one bread”. Because we share a       

common faith culminating in the          

eucharistic offering of    

the Divine Liturgy. and 

because we partake of 

the gifts of Holy      

Communion, se are 

made into one Body. 

     And there is really 

only one Liturgy: that 

which is offered             

in heaven by the              

ascended Lord. Each 

community that offers 

the Liturgy, whenever 

and wherever this      

happens, enters into 

and become one with 

the heavenly offering 

Jesus makes. “For Christ has not       

entered the holy places made with 

hands, which are copies of the true, but 

into heaven itself, now to appear in the 

presence of God for us. For this reason, 

the Holy eucharist is the center of focus 

and action in the church; it is the       

beating of its heart.  

 While I realize that it may be         

difficult to understand, whenever we 

celebrate the Divine Liturgy, we          

celebrate it in union with the saints in 

heaven - it truly joins the entire Church 

in the worship of God.       

 A BEGINNER’S GUIDE TO SPIRITUALITY 



The Eastern HERALD                                                                                         page 8 

 
 

 

St. Michael the Archangel 

Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church  

6340 Chase Road 

Dearborn, MI 48126 
 

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D. 

Pastor 
 

Rectory: (313) 582-1424 

Cell: (313) 580-4412 

WRuchgy@gmail.com 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
 

 

Sundays @ 10:00 AM  

Ukrainian & English 
 

 

Weekdays @ 8:00 AM 

English 
 

SACRAMENTS 
 

Penance 

By Appointment 
 

Baptism & Matrimony 

In most instances membership 

required for six months  
 

Funerals  

Membership of an immediate 

family member required 
 

 

 

Parish Life Council 
 

Bob & Corinne Boyko  

734.451.1893 
 

John & Janet Dicky 

586.755.3129 
 

Daria Drobny 

313.791-0292 
 

Robert Krokosky 

248.734.7078 
 

Leo & Mary LaDouceur 

313.278.7378 
 

Gordon Malaniak 

734.564.9817 
 

Rev Deacon Leonard Mier 

313.584-6795 
 

Greg & Esther Petrovich 

734.453-4354 
 

 

Rafic Vawter 

313.624.9867 

http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org   - and -   Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn 

Sunday, June 27 -  5th Weekend after Pentecost - Tone 4      

      10:00 AM +  Divine Liturgy  

6th WEEKEND AFTER PENTECOST - Tone 5 

Monday, June 28 - Translation of Cyrus & John’s relics, Unmercenaries  

    No Service Scheduled  

Tuesday, June 29 -  SS Peter & Paul, Preeminent Apostles  

     No Service Scheduled  

Wednesday, June 30 -  Synaxis of the Twelve Apostles 

    No Service Scheduled 

Thursday, July 1 - Cosmas & Damian, Unmercenaries  

     8:00 AM - Divine Liturgy  

Friday, July  2 - Depositionof the Robe of Mary, Mother of God 

     No Service Scheduled 

Saturday, July 3 - Hyacinth, Martyr        

       No Service Scheduled 

Sunday, July 4 - 6th Weekend after Pentecost -  Tone 5       

      10:00 AM +  Divine Liturgy  

 

(Continued from page 5 - Choosing to Live a New Life) 

But is contemplation not an activity 

implying transformation, the            

purification of the inner person, and 

is activity - be it only that of washing 

one’s saucepans - not a moment 

when a person may devote oneself to 

one’s prayer? Indeed, any activity 

can be transformed into prayer and does not thwart 

the latter in the least. What contrasts Martha to Mary 

is the closing or opening of the heart. I would like to 

contrast Jesus’ approach to Mary and Martha in the 

coming Bulletins.  

SEVEN MIRACLES THAT DEFINE JESUS’ MINISTRY 

(1) Changing water into wine at Cana; (2) Healing the royal     

official’s son in Capernaum; (3) Healing the paralytic at           

Bethesda; (4) Feeding the 5000; (5) Jesus walking on water; 

and (6) Healing the man blind from birth; and (7) The raising of     

Lazarus. Some add an eighth sign: Jesus’ resurrection from the 

dead. Why these seven? More to come.  
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 THE BEATITUDES INTERPRETED: GREGORY OF NYSSA 

The West has viewed Adam as having 

been created perfect in actuality and 

not potentiality. The Eastern view is 

different. Adam was perfect in that he 

had the potential for growing in the 

likeness of God: “Endowed with the       

image from the start, he was called to 

acquire likeness by his own efforts,  

assisted, of course, by the grace of 

God. But humanity, without further    

revelation from God, does not seem 

able to figure this out. 

We humans cannot 

achieve this potential by 

ourselves. This inability, 

however, does not       

destroy the image still 

within us. Achieving the 

potentiality that is within 

us is a “cooperative 

task” that must take 

place between us and 

God. Like any good     

Father, God wants to be 

part of the process of us 

growing into His children - of gradually 

achieving more of our potentiality to be 

like Jesus. 

 This image is seen in the soul itself. 

“Man bears the image of God in the 

higher qualities of the soul, especially 

in the soul’s immortality, in its freedom 

of will, reason and in its capability for 

pure love without thought of gain.” 

Thus God is immortal, so is the soul. 

God is free, so too are we in a more 

limited sense. God is wise, so He       

has given us reason which allows us to  

understand aspects of the physical and 

spiritual life. God is love, so too does 

our soul long to love others.  

 It is no exaggeration to say that the 

human person “is a ‘living theology,’ 

and because he is God’s icon, he can 

find God by looking within his own 

heart, by returning within himself.” No 

other creature has this capacity. The 

early Fathers place much emphasis on 

this ability to see God within.  

     If the human person is, 

according to the Eastern 

Church, so good and is 

held in such an exalted 

position, why, one           

may ask, do we see     

such ugliness and evil             

manifesting itself in        

humanity? Is not such      

an optimistic view of         

mankind naive at best or, 

worse, just plain false? 

W e  m u s t  r e m i n d            

ourselves that what we 

are is not tantamount to what we are 

created to be. Our hope is that we will 

increasingly become what God intend-

ed us to be. Like a snake shedding the 

old skin we must cast off our sins so 

that we may grow more into His         

likeness our original purpose, our true 

self.  

 It is sin that tarnishes the mage of 

God within us. Sin blinds us to who we 

are and keeps us from penetrating the 

goodness of creation. Sin is when we 

forget we are children of God. 
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 THE DOCTRINES OF PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 

“living hope”, like the ”living stones,” finds its 

source in the “living stone”, that is, in the     

resurrected Christ. Christian hope rests on the 

divine act of salvation accomplished in Christ. 

This act is eschatological, and hope itself is 

an eschatological blessing of fulfillment. 

Hope not merely helps Christians to endure 

suffering, but enables them to look beyond 

trials and persecutions. The Christian rejoices 

in his sufferings for he rejoices in his hope.  

 Christians are “living stones,” that is, living 

persons who are incorporated into a “spiritual 

house” which is the temple of God, the 

Church, although the term “church” is not   

actually used in this epistle. By baptism they 

became living stones and acquired the role      

of a “holy priesthood to offer spiritual             

sacrifices.” Christians are to offer themselves, 

in the words of St. Paul, “as a living sacrifice 

holy and acceptable to God,” in “obedience to 

Jesus Christ or “obedience to the truth. After 

quoting three Old Testaments texts in 2:6-8, 

where there is an image of stone which again 

points to Christ as the stone chosen by God, 

the author starts with a description of the 

new eschatological community. The names 

peculiar to the old Israel are now given to the 

New Israel, to the Christian Church: “But you 

are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, God’s own people, that you may       

declare the wonderful deeds of Him who 

called you out of darkness into his marvelous 

light.” These titles are taken from Exodus, the 

most important passage for the election of 

Israel. The Christian community is “a chosen 

race,” a priestly community. This does not say 

anything about non-Christians. God has His 

own plan for each of us.     

I ended the last issue of this         

article by stating that Christians 

are asked to come to Christ,     

but this coming also involves         

belonging to the Church. I would 

highlight the word Christians. 

God has His own unique plan for 

all humans. Life has called us to 

be Christians, followers of        

Jesus. Christ is the “living stone          

rejected by men,”: but God 

through His “chosen” one         

accomplished His purposes.       

Calling Christ the “living stone” 

stresses that Jesus of Nazareth 

is the Risen Lord. Christians, on 

the other hand, bearing a          

likeness to Christ, are “living 

stones” They “have been born 

anew to a living hope: through 

the  resurrection  of  Christ.   The    
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VARIOUS ASPECTS OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

The ancient teaching of              

Christianity is that, through the 

Holy Spirit and His gifts of faith, 

hope and love, Jesus Christ lives 

within every Christian. Paul 

taught this truth many times, for 

example, “I live now not with my 

own life but with the life of Christ 

who lives in me.”  

 If Jesus is living within each 

of us, He is there purposefully. 

One reason He lives within us is 

so that we can be close to Him 

and He to us. Our closeness is 

not a purely emotional thing —

although it does have many 

strong emotions involved in it -

but  it  is  also  practical.  Christ’s   

indwelling is His way of being our guide, 

friend and Lord. we do not have to go far to 

find Him or to discover His will so that we can 

do it, we only have to listen within for His 

voice.  

 Therefore, we know that Jesus lives within 

each of us and speaks to us all the time. We 

do not hear His voice as an audible               

experience, but rather as an inner voice        

comparable to the thoughts in our minds. An 

important part of the nature of a Christian, 

an important part of the new nature that     

Jesus gives to us in Baptism, is being in      

constant communion with Christ within us. 

When we listen to Him and follow His ways 

we become His friends. Sin breaks off this 

communication, and a Spirit-filled Christian 

life opens it up. 

 When we sin, what have we done except 

allow our own will to override Jesus’ will for 

us? Sin, therefore immerses us in self, that 

is, in our old selves and our false selves. 

When these selves rule us, our views or       

ourselves, the world and God become         

distorted and disoriented and spiritual growth 

becomes difficult, if not impossible. All of the 

different voices within just begin to fight for a 

chance to be heard.  

 I wonder if you have ever experienced this 

conflict of voices within you? I’ll share   

something about these different voices next. 
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