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A REFLECTION ON OUR READINGS FOR THIS WEEKEND
On this 12th weekend after Pentecost we also
celebrate the Feast of the Dormition of Mary, the
Mother of Jesus. In the West it is called the feast
of the Assumption. Our readings are twofold: our
Epistles are taken from Paul’s first letter to the
Corinthians and to the Philippians. Our Gospel
readings are from the gospels of Matthew and
Luke.
In his letter to the Corinthians, Paul exhorts
us to believe in the Resurrection of Christ. In his
letter to the Philippians he exhorts us to imitate
Christ’s humility. He reminds us, in this second
reading, that God did not deem Himself above
becoming a human for the sake of our salvation.
A powerful thought!
The reading from Matthew shares thoughts
about the “danger” of riches. Luke shares what
the effects are if we listen to the words of God
through the words of Jesus and heed them:
“Blest are they who hear the word of God and
keep it.”
As I think about all of these different
thoughts and ideas, it occurs to me that, given
my belief that Jesus rose from the dead, I should
rejoice that there is resurrection after physical
death for me. In addition to this, if I have true
humility, I will come to see that I am here on this
earth to spiritually grow. I am here to understand
that God created me as a creature that must
”develop” and grow and come to see who I
truly am in His creation. He gave me free will,
however, so that it must be my choice that I
embrace this life of “personal transformation”.
I’m here to grow as a spiritual being. I have been
given a life which requires my response to
personal challenges. How I really meet these
challenges dictates my spiritual growth. If I meet
them with “trust” in God, I will grow. Of course I
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have to renounce the
attraction of worldly riches
and fascinations. If I am so
attached to the things of
this world, I’ll never fully
develop as a spiritual being.
This is the challenge that
faces us. To not get so
involved in the things of this
world that we fail to do what
is the primary focus of our
lives, namely our spiritual
growth.
We are here on earth for
one reason: to grow as
spiritual beings - to try to
actualize our potential to be
more like Christ - to grow in
our ability to be like Christ
who is the model we have
as humans beings to
fashion our lives on.
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A CHRISTIAN TODAY?
Christianity is centered in the Bible. Of course, it is
ultimately centered in God but it is the God of
whom the Bible speaks and to whom it points. God
is also known in other ways and other religions. To
be a Christian is to be centered in the God of the
Bible. This is a mark not of Christian exclusion,
but of Christian identity. The Bible is for us, as
Christians, our sacred scripture, our sacred story.
Yet the Bible has become a stumbling block for
many. In the last half century, probably more
Christians have left the church because of the
Bible than for any other single reason. More
precisely, they left because the earlier paradigm’s
way of seeing the Bible ceased to make sense
to them. Contemporary biblical literalism - with
its emphasis on biblical infallibility, historical
factuality and moral and doctrinal absolutes, is an
obstacle for millions of people.
An illustrative list of the kinds of claims that
people find difficult when understood literally:
• That the earth (and universe as a whole) was
created in six days, and not very long ago;
• That Adam and Eve were real people, and
that “the fall” brought death into the world;
• That God sent a worldwide flood that
destroyed all life, except Noah, his family,
and reproductive pairs of all animals who
were saved in an ark;
• That all people initially spoke the same
language and only later were divided into
different language groups;
• That God ordered the slaughter of the
Amalekites, men, women, children and
infants;
• That
God regulated (and therefore
legitimated) slavery (found in both New and
Old Testaments);
• That God cares (or has ever cared) about
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whether we wear
garments made of two
kinds of cloth;
• That God ordered the
subordination of women;
• That Jesus is the only way
of salvation, and that
people can be saved only
by believing that he
literally died for our sins;
• That unbelieving Jews are
children of the devil; and
• That the second coming of
Jesus will involve the
destruction of most of
humankind.
These are the things that
the Sacred Scriptures, the
Bible, present to us. Most of
us cannot accept these
notions. They don’t seem to
fit with Jesus’ teachings.
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THE SIX ECUMENICAL COUNCILS OF THE CHURCH
In the last issue of this article I
introduced the idea that the results of
the six ecumenical councils were then
transformed into the “Canons” of the
Church. Church canons, sanctified by
the authority of the first Six Ecumenical
Councils (including the rules of the
Seventh Ecumenical Council in 787,
and the Constantinople
Councils of 861 and 879,
which were added later
under the holy Patriarch
Photius), form the basis
of THE RUDDER, or
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(a canon law codex
known as Syntagma or
Nomokanon in 14 titles).
In its repository of grace
is expressed a canonical
norm, a connection to
every era, and a guide for
all the local Churches in
churchly practice.
New historical conditions can lead
to the change of some particular
external aspects of the life of the
Church. This makes creative canonical
activity necessary in the conciliar
reasoning of the Church, in order
to reconcile the external norms
of churchly life with historical
circumstances. The details of canonical
regulation are not fully developed
for the various eras of churchly
organization all at once. With every
push to either forsake the literal
meaning of a canon, or to fulfill and
develop it, the Church again and again
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turns for reasoning and guidance to the
eternal legacy of the Holy Ecumenical
Councils, to the inexhaustible treasury
of dogmatic and canonical truths.
Each of the Councils produced a
document containing the results of the
discussions by the Fathers - that is the
consensus position that the Fathers
came to as a result of
their discussions. The
Church is, by its very
nature, synodal, that is
coming to the truth
through a process of
consensus. In truth, there
have been no real
“ecumenical” councils
since the first seven since
in 1054 the Eastern
and Western Churches
separated.
So we look to these
first seven Councils to
guide us in our faith and
they are the foundation of our doctrine
and dogma. When you read the
statements made by each Council, you
realize that the primary focus of our
faith is contained in the Nicene Creed.
This Creed truly expresses what the
true dogmas are of our faith (pay close
attention to the content of the Creed
the next time we pray it together).
Because they primarily dealt with WHO
JESUS IS, they had to deal with WHO
GOD IS. Thus we have a dogma that
states that God is TRIUNE IN NATURE
and that Jesus is Truly God and Truly
Man.
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A Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in Dearborn Michigan

CHOOSING TO LIVE A NEW LIFE

A MAJOR FEAST

I firmly believe that when I
“choose to live a new life”
I must “open my heart”.
This openness of heart
must be taken seriously.
The Lord invites us to it,
quoting the words of Isaiah: “The people honor me
only with lip-service while
their hearts are far from me.” The
mysticism of the heart, this openness of the deep
“me” to a mysterious reality beyond me, consists precisely in not being satisfied by mumbling prayers with the tip of the tongue, or by
practicing rituals to get them over with.
All true prayer descends into the depths
of the heart. a long and patient effort is
needed to free oneself from the enslaving
seductions of the world, to maintain the
spirit closely linked to the heart or enclosed
in it. Emotions and impulses are then
mastered peacefully and, more precisely, it
is the divine Spirit that, acting from His
dwelling within us, carries out this mastery in
us. The Gospel earnestly exhorts us to pray:
Watch and pray, for you do not know the day
or the hour. Prayer is a familiar occupation
for the believer who wishes to deepen his
faith or make his life a prayer. It introduces a
spark of eternity into the heart. The last
moment of our existence, when it is to end,
remains hidden from us. (Continued on page 8)

Today our Church
celebrates
the
feast
of
the
DORMITION
of
the Mother of
God, Jesus. This
major feast has a
real message for us if we only
open our hearts and minds to
the message. The message is
that there is life beyond the
grave. The Dormition confirms
that humans live beyond death
and that death is only a way to
make a transition to a new and
different “way of life.” Jesus’
Resurrection and Mary’s
Dormition and meant to confirm
this belief.
***************
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THE EUCHARIST, DIVINE LITURGY AND HOLY COMMUNION
It is important to note that the GIFTS of
bread and wine are not transformed
until three things happen: We pray to
the Father, we remember the words of
the Son and we call upon the Holy
Spirit to make the transformation
happen.
In the Liturgy the prayer after the
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY is our prayer to the
Father. It also includes the words of
the Son: Take Eat, this is my Body...
Drink of this...this is my Blood. After
this is completed the EPICLESIS is
said, the invocation of the Spirit.
During the next several weeks I
would like to share the edited thoughts
of Father David Petras on the Epiclesis.
I believe they are well-worth the
sharing. He writes:
The first goal of the Epiclesis,
which is an invocation for those, who
receive the gifts, for communion with
one
another. After all, the Liturgy
does not seek the salvation of bread
and wine, but of human beings. Certainly, though, a theological case could
be made that this salvation is achieved
in union with all creation.
The central aim of the Liturgy is
expressed in the third gift of the
epiclesis in the Anaphora of St. John
Chrysostom, which is the main fruit of
communion in the anaphora of St.
Basil: "...that all of us who become
partakers of this one bread and cup
may be united with one another in the
communion of the one Holy Spirit..."
The basic meaning of communion (in
Greek, koinonias) is "association," or
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"connection," and in the life of the
Church is applied to "communion," or
"sharing" or "participating in." It can be
applied to sharing in the divine life, to
participating the eucharist, and to
fellowship in the Christian community.
In recent times it has become an
important theological word, and in
Greek, it has many dimensions.
In the second century St. Irenaeus
already uses it in regard to our union
with God: "To as many as continue in
their love towards God, does he grant
communion with him, which is life and
light, and the enjoyment of all the
benefits he has in store." The best
expression of communion may be from
St. Gregory the Theologian: "Jesus
himself in an Upper Chamber gave the
communion of the sacrament to those
who were being initiated into the
higher mysteries, that thereby might
be shown on the one hand that God
must come down to us,...and on the
other that we must go up to him, and
that so there should come to pass a
communion of God with humans..."
I shall continue to share his
thoughts in the coming issues.
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A BEGINNER’S GUIDE TO SPIRITUALITY
Penitence is the result of clear seeing.
If we see God well enough to adore
Him for who He is, we should also have
a good idea of how short of His glory
we are and understand just how
unworthy we are of His love. This kind
of humble understanding and prayer
flows from adoration,
because it is only
the knowledge of
how
glorious God is
that allows us to
understand where we
fit into things. Let’s be
honest: even at our
best we are selfsatisfied, generally
focused on anything
but
God,
and
continually follow our
own desires rather
than seeking to do His
will. Yet the Lord of
glory still calls us to
Him.
Before God I am a sinner and must
humbly admit that it was that kind of
realization that brought forth Isiah’s
lament about his unclean lips. But
witness too that Isiah’s statement did
not go overboard in the other direction:
he did not call himself snail slime or
camel dung. He did not fall into the
egocentric exaggerated penitence that
can be such a spiritual trap, and which
some of us find so enjoyable. God
made us in His image and likeness, He
loves us enough to save us, and these
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are glorious things. We are the apple of
His eye. But in comparison to Him, we
have fallen far short of the glory He
intended for us, and penitence
acknowledges that reality.
Humility and penitence result in
confession, which should be a part of
our daily prayer routine.
I may wear all kinds of
masks before my
family, friends and
co-workers, but before
God in prayer I must lay
aside all pretense,
admitting what I am
and what I have done,
asking for forgiveness
of my sins. At the end
of the day I need to
look over my actions
and confess those that
have pushed me away
from god, admitting my
self-will and throwing
myself upon His mercy. Penitence
should be as natural to us as breathing,
being rooted in a clear, sane sense of
who we are without exaggeration or
evasion.
So we must simply approach God
without any attempt to hide how we
have acted or thought. We must just
present ourselves as we have acted
and lived, trusting that God will not
punish us or stop loving us but will, if
we listen, give us hints about how we
should live. The hints are based on how
Jesus lived when here on earth.
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
St. Michael the Archangel
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church
6340 Chase Road
Dearborn, MI 48126

Sunday, August 15 - 12th Weekend after Pentecost & Dormition
10:00 AM + Divine Liturgy - Blessing of Flowers

13th WEEKEND AFTER PENTECOST - Tone 4

Rev. Wayne J. Ruchgy, Ph.D.
Pastor

Monday, August 16 - Translation of the Icon of Our Lord
No Service Scheduled

Rectory: (313) 582-1424
Cell: (313) 580-4412
WRuchgy@gmail.com

Tuesday, August 17 - Myron, Martyr
No Service Scheduled

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Sundays @ 10:00 AM
Ukrainian & English
Weekdays @ 8:00 AM
English

SACRAMENTS
Penance
By Appointment
Baptism & Matrimony
In most instances membership
required for six months
Funerals
Membership of an immediate
family member required

Parish Life Council
Bob & Corinne Boyko
734.451.1893
John & Janet Dicky
586.755.3129
Daria Drobny
313.791-0292
Robert Krokosky
248.734.7078
Leo & Mary LaDouceur
313.278.7378
Gordon Malaniak
734.564.9817
Rev Deacon Leonard Mier
313.584-6795
Greg & Esther Petrovich
734.453-4354
Rafic Vawter
313.624.9867

Wednesday, August 18 - Florus & Laurus, Martyrs
No Service Scheduled
Thursday, August 19 - Andrew & Others, Martyrs
No Service Scheduled
Friday, August 20 - Samuel, Prophet
No Service Scheduled
Saturday, August 21 - Thaddeus, Apostle
No Service Scheduled

Sunday, August 22 - 13th Weekend after Pentecost
10:00 AM + John & Janet Dicky’s 20th Wedding Anniversary
(Continued from page 5 - Choosing to Live a New Life)

For believers it will be the entrance into
another reality, that of eternal life, that
of a Father of mercy always ready to
welcome those who turn to Him.
To open one’s heart, one needs a
counterpart, an intimate friend on earth,
or a friend in heaven. The vigilance required by Christ
- “Watch and pray” - is an exhortation on the way to
live this present life.
To “open one’s heart” also means to accept,
without complaint, the experiences of life, especially
the more difficult experiences. It means always
attempting to understand the lessons that life
presents to us, especially from our encounter with
other persons. The pleasant person we meet is
meant to teach us “thankfulness.” The difficult
person we meet is meant to teach us “forgiveness.”
All of life is designed, if we have an open heart, to
help us spiritually grow and come to see God’s great
love for us.
http://www.stmichaelarchangel.org - and - Facebook.com/stmichaelugccdbn
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THE HISTORY OF THE FEAST OF THE DORMITION
The day of the death of the Most Holy
Mother of God is called the Dormition
(or falling asleep) in our Church, for her
body did not know, according to our
faith, corruption after death but,
together with her soul, was taken up
into heaven. We have no historical
data to indicate how long the mother
of God remained on earth after the
ascension of Christ into heaven, nor
when, where, or
how she died, for
the Gospels say
nothing of this. The
foundation
for
the feast of the
Dormition is to be
found in a sacred
tradition of the
church dating from
apostolic
times,
apocryphal writings,
the constant faith of
the People of God,
and the unanimous
opinion of the holy
Fathers and Doctors
of the Church of the
first thousand years
of Christianity.
The
earliest
written tradition which speaks of the
death of Mary is known as the
“Sermon of St. John the Theologian”,
The author of this work is unknown.
Some historians believe that this work
dates from the end of the second or
third century, which others place it at
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the end of the sixth century. From this
work we learn the details of the holy
and wonderful Dormition of the Mary.
Three days before the death of
Mary, the Archangel Gabriel appeared
and announced to her from her Son,
Jesus, the time of her departure into
eternity. On the day of her death, in a
miraculous manner, the apostles
gathered in Jerusalem, although they
had been scattered
in various countries
of the then known
world. St. Thomas
was
the
only
apostle
absent.
Mary expressed her
wish to be buried in
’Gethsemane near
her parents and her
spouse,
Joseph.
Christ, in person,
came accompanied
by
Angels
and
Saints to escort His
Mother to heaven.
The Apostles, while
singing holy hymns,
carried her body
to the grave where
they
remained
keeping vigil for three days. On the
third day Thomas came from afar and
desired very much to view for the last
time Mary. When the grave was
opened, her body was not there, only
the funeral clothes. The Apostles then
realized she was taken to heaven.
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THE DOCTRINES OF PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY

The recipients of Peter’s first
letter were already baptized
and able to “love one another
earnestly from the heart.
Baptism is a rebirth by the
“word of God,” the gospel.
These newly born were
exhorted to long for the “pure
spiritual milk.” In rabbinical
literature “milk” stands for the
Law, and in Peter’s letter for the
gospel - the Good News that
Jesus shared with us. This food
will make us ‘grow to salvation”
and become transformed.
The spirituality that Peter
exhorts his readers to follow is
one that maintains “good
conduct” among the gentiles or
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people that don’t believe in Jesus Christ. This
is one behavior which separates Christians
from those who belong to the world.
Another attitude that Peter promotes in his
letter is how Christians should conduct
themselves toward human institutions. As
people in a foreign country, whose stay in this
world is short, Christians are asked to show
respect for the civil authorities. Peter
expresses the common body of teaching of
the ancient Church before the Domitian
persecution. Human institutions have a
definite place in the divine order and exist for
the good of society. He uses a term to
describe these institutions to indicate that
they belong to God’s order of creation without
being divine. As “servants of God” Christians
are free and as free men they “render unto
Caesar”: what belongs to Caesar. They respect
and honor all men, yet they are asked to fear
God only and to honor the emperor. At the
time of the writing of this letter, the cult of the
emperor had not yet been introduced. What is
given in 1 Peter is not different from the
approach of St. Paul in Romans 13.
These two passages, Romans 13:17 and 1
Peter 2:13-17, express the common tradition,
the common body of the teaching of the
ancient Church, regarding the governing
authorities. This common teaching was before
the persecutions which were conducted by
these authorities. One wonders why the early
Christians were persecuted if they professed
this attitude toward civil authorities. Neither
Paul nor Peter deal with the possibility that
the benevolent government may one day be a
tyrannical rule under demonic powers.
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VARIOUS ASPECTS OF SPIRITUAL GROWTH

Jesus needs men and women of
honesty and morally to be His
ambassadors to the world. How
can we help the world to see that
Christ has reconciled the world to
Himself if we are not reconciled
to ourselves? How can we tell
the world that Christ does not
condemn them if we condemn
ourselves and our emotions? By
being men and women who
choose to grow spiritually, we
become agents of His healing
love and we are able to do the
work of Christ in the world.
When we reflect upon the life
of Jesus, we see that His was
most effective when He showed
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others how to live. It is very difficult to
convince others to live in a different way. It is
highly effective when we “show them how to
live” without any preaching. If we treat others
in a respectful and loving way, they will see
that it is a better way of living.
To focus on a feeling, we begin first to
pray asking Christ to be with us, for we would
not want to come into contact with any
powerful emotion if we were not secure in
the Love of Christ. We ask Jesus to bless us,
to bless the place in which we are praying,
and to protect us and support us so that we
can touch the depth of our feelings without
fear of being lost in them or controlled by
them. If we place ourselves trustingly in the
hands of Christ at the beginning of this
prayer, we are assured that the results of the
prayer will be healing for us.
There are multiple ways that we use to
place ourselves in the presence of Christ and
ask Him to be with us. The Jesus Prayer is
one way. Another way is simply, in our own
words, ask Him to be with us. The more
personal we can make our prayer the more
effective it usually is. Remember, prayer is
having a conversation with a “friend.” So, the
more simply expressed in our own words, the
more effective it can be. Sometime, however,
we may have to resort to a “formal prayer”
given to us by the Church.
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